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Parhamentary Debates. 


The Fourth Seſſion of the Third Septennial 


Parliament continued. 


Fur ther Debates about the PERNSTON-BILIL. 


that in caſe ſuch a bill ſhould be paſſed in- 
to a law, it would not thereafter be in the power of 
the crown to reward thoſe who had done ſignal ſer- 
vices to the publick, without at the ſame time 
diſabling them to ſerve their country any longer as 
members of the houſe of Commons, which they ſaid 
was moſt unreaſonable : for a man who had before 
ſerved the public ſo well, as to deſerve not only the 
thanks of the people, but a reward from the crown, 
was in their opinion the moſt proper perſon to be 
intruſted by the people as their repreſentative in 
Parliament : That a great many of thoſe poſts and 
places that are for life, required ſo cloſe an atten- 
dance, that the perſons who enjoyed them could not 
ſtay for any time at London, or attend the buſineſs 
of Parliament; and that there were many other 
places, the poſſeſſors of which were, by the laws 
then in being, diſabled from being members of 
the houſe of Commons: That the mgltiplicity and 
variety of the public buſineſs made it neceſſary to 
employ ſo many gentlemen bf good character and 
education, that it was not in the power of the crown 


to provide ſufficient rewards for all*thoſe who had 


ſerved the public faithfully in their reſpective ſta- 
tions, without giving penſions to ſome, till an op- 
portunity ſhould offer for providing better for them; 
and it would be hard to exclude any man from 

Vor. X. C 


* 


he? 


E principal arguments made uſe of by argument 
the temporal Lords againſt the bill were, l.. us 
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ſerving his country in Parliament, only becauſe the 
crown, which was the diſtributer of public rewards 
as well as public puniſhments, had ſhewn a due ſenſe 
of his paſt ſervices z ſuch a method they ſaid would 
be a depriving the public of its moſt expert and 
faithful ſervants, which would tend to the deſtructi- 
on of the commonwealth in general, inſtead of con- 
tributing to the ſupport of the liberties and proper- 
ties of the people. 

They ſaid farther, That they could find no ſuffi- 
cient proviſion in the bill then before them for pre- 
venting bribery and corruption, which was the evil 
they intended to guard againſt; for no good man 


would take « beibefromany miniſter Wäthan innen- 
tion, for the ſake of that bribe, to betray his coun- | 


try; any man that would do ſo, muſt be a wicked 
and an abandoned wretch, and every one knew how 
little regard ſuch men had for any declaration upon 
oath, where no witneſſes could be brought to prove 
the contrary of what they ſwore : So that in their 
opinion the bill as it then ſtood, might give occaſion 
for a great deal of perjury, without contributing in 
the leaſt to prevent the evil it was intended againſt z 
and therefore they could not but be againſt a bill, 


Which they foreſaw might do a great deal of miſchief, 


without doing the leaſt good. 


Dr. Sherl6ck The Biſhop of Bangor made a very long ſpeech 


Biſhop of 
B angor 3 


* 


a 


againſt the bill, the ſcope of which was, That the 
beauty and ſecurity of our conſtitution depended 
* intirely upon the dependence that each branch of 


\< our conſtitution had upon the other two; the crown 


* depended upon the two houſes of Parliament, the 
© houſe of Lords depended upon the crown and 
© houſe of Commons, and the houſe of Commons 
© depended upon the crown and houſe of Lords: 


That the bill then before them ſeemed at firſt 
* ſight to be a very modeſt and harmleſs bill with | 


* regard to the conſtitution, but upon a more atten- 
| b « tive 
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: © tive peruſal they would find, that the houſe of 
5 Commons might in * 1 by means of that bill, 
: © render themſelves intirely independent both of the 
| * crown and houſe of Lords, which would be in a 
l manner overturning the conſtitution : That thoꝰ the 
- © bill enacted nothing but only that the members of 
> the houſe of Commons ſhould declare, within a 
- * fortnight, what penſions or rewards they received 
from the crown, yet it was not probable that the 

- inquiry would reſt there; for the houſe of Com- 
—mons would probably from thence aſſume a power 
il } © to judge and determine, whether ſuch perſon re- 
n * ceiving ſuch reward from the crown deſerved the 
- } * fameorno; this was a power which the houſe of 
Commons never as yet pretended to, and if they 
d |! *© once got poſſeſſion of it, they might ſoon make 
W | * themſelves not only independent, but ſupreme over 
nN | *©* both the crown and the houſe of Lords, and of con- 
e * ſequence do with both whatever they pleaſed : That 
ir © in order to preſerve our moſt excellent conſtitution, 
m | * it was abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve in the houſe 
in * of Commons a dependence upon the other two 
5 © branches of our conſtitution; and that therefore 
ll, © they ſhould take a care not to give any ſuch powers 
A ©to the houſe of Commons, as would deſtroy that 


* dependence: The giving of an independence to 
© the lower houſe, or their aſſuming the ſame, had 


h | « always been of dangerous conſequence to the crown, 
he © and even the houſe of Lords was thereby once de- 
ed * clared uſcleis, and intirely diſſolved ; therefore he 
of © thought every member of their Lordſhips houſe 
vn © ought to be cautious. of granting any new powers 
he © to the houſe of Commons, and conſequently every 


nd © one of them ought to be againſt the bill then be- 
ns fore them.“ | 


rit The temporal Lords who ſpoke for the bill (for Argaments 
th | none of the ſpiritual appeared in its favour) inſiſted in vor of 


n- much upon the dangers * from bribery and vil, 
2 cor- 
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corruption; they ſhewed that the Roman common- 
wealth had been thereby ruined, and that the Raman 
Emperors governed as arbitrarily and tyrannically 
with the conſent and approbation of the Roman ſe- 

bribery and corruption, as if 
there had been no ſenate at all: That the endeavour- 
ing to prevent corrupting the members of the houſe 
of Commons was doing no injury, or offering any 
affront to the crown; but, on the contrary, it was 
roviding for the honour and ſafety of the crown; 
Te it was not to be ſuppoſed that the crown ever 
would, or ever could have any occaſion to bribe or 
corrupt the members of the houſe of Commons: That 
houſe, they ſaid, was in a manner the grand inqueſt 
of the nation, from whom the crown was to receive 
information of all the complaints and demands of 


nate by the means of 


the people ; That the ſafety of the crown depended 


upon the affections of the people, and it was impoſ— 


ſible to preſerve their affections, without a thorough 


knowledge of their complaints and deſires; and there- 
fore it was for the intereſt of the crown, that the 


channel through which ſuch information was to be 


conveyed, ſhould remain pure and incorrupt. 


They ſaid, that bribery and corruption were never ; 


to be dreaded, nor would ever be put in practice but 
by princes of an arbitrary and tyrannical diſpoſition, - 
or by wicked miniſters who were reſolved to plun- | 
der the nation, and would therefore give hundreds 
to ſuch as would ſtoop to be their tools and agents, 
in order that they might ſqueeze thouſands from tbe 


people: None but ſuch wicked men would ever en- 
deavour to bribe any man, or to prevail upon him 
to betray his truſt : Againſt ſuch, the people ought 
always to be upon their guard : By ſuch, even this 


nation had ſuffered, and therefore they had the more 
reaſon to take all poſſible care to prevent the like for 


the future. 


In anſwer to the above- mentioned objections a- 
_ gainſt the bill, they ſaid, that though it ſhould paſs 
into 
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intoa law, the crown would ſtill have power enough 
to reward thoſe who deferved well of their country, 
for there were {ine-cure places of honour and profit 
for life, enough in the kingdom, to reward all thoſe 
who had done any real ſervice to their country; un- 
leſs it was to be ſuppoſed, which they hoped would 


never be the caſe, that every man was to have a re- 


ward, who voted, in Parliament, whicheever way 
the miniſters of the crown pleaſed to direct him; 
but that in caſe there ſhould be any deficiency, the 
crown had it in their power to give ſuch reward as 
they thought proper, by granting a penſion for life 
to the perſon who had done any ſignal ſervice to the 
public, without ſubjecting him to any of the for- 
feitures or diſabilities in that bill or any former law 
contained; and thoſe who had done any ſuch ſignal 
ſervice, deſerved, and ought to be provided for, for 
life, in caſe they ſtood in need of it, and not to be 
left depending for their daily bread upon the whim 
of a miniſter or favourite. 

As to the method for preventing bribery and cor- 
ruption propoſed by the bill then before them, they 
wiſhed that any method more effectual could be con- 
trived; but its not being in their power to contrive a 
method, which might be called an effectual and ab- 
ſolute bar to the great evil of bribery and corruption, 
was no reaſon why they ſhould refuſe the method that 
was, or any method that could be propoſed: They 

ere ſorry to find the ſanctity of oaths ſo much ri- 
dculed and neglected, as they feared they were in the 
preſent age; but they hoped it would be no crime in 
them to lay a man under the neceſſity of being guilty 
of perjury, before he could be guilty of the other 
crime of betray ing his country: Few men they ſaid 
became at once wholly abandoned, and the horror 


of being guilty of a falſe oath might perhaps have 


more weight with ſome men, than the horror of be- 
ing guilty of the crime of treachery, which is a crime 
of ſuch a nature, that the guilt of it is not always ap- 
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parent at the time it is committed, even the moſt 


wilful betrayers of their country are ſeldom ſenſible 
of the fatal conſequences of their treachery, till they 
find themſelves involved in the ruin that they have 
brought upon their country, 0. 


The Earl of Strafford particularly ſaid, that though 
ſome men might be hardy enough to declare a falſity, 
upon oath, where there was no man preſent who, as 
they thought, knew the contrary; yet he believed no 
man would have afſurance enough to declare upon 
oath, that he had no penſion, 1n the very face of the 
man who paid him his money, and who upon hear- 
ing ſuch a declaration muſt know and muſt think 
him a moſt abandoned villain: for no man could 
well bear to be thought or known to be a downright 


villain, even by his greateſt enemy, and far leſs by 
his boſom friend, 


As to the Revd. Prelate's argument they ſaid, 
they were very far from having the leaſt thought of 
weakening that legal dependence, which each of the 
branches of our conſtitution had upon the other two, 
nor could they find any ſuch tendency in the bill be- 
fore them : What they were for, and what every 
go Chriſtian muſt be for, was all that was or could 

intended by that bill, and that was to prevent any 
pernicious and corrupt dependence of the houſe of 
Commons upon the ſervants or miniſters of thecrown : 


They inſiſted that there was no clauſe in that bill, 


that could ever give occaſion to the houſe of Com- 
mons to aſſume any new or extraordinary power; it 
was provided by that bill, that any member refuſing 
to take the oath therein mentioned, ſhould by ſuch 
refuſal forfeit his ſeat in Parliament; this was indeed 
ſubjecting the member to a forfeiture, but giving no 
new power to the houſe, except that of adminiſtring 
the oath : for if the member had no penſion, he might 
freely take the oath; and if he had ſuch penſion, he 
Was 
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was by former laws declared incapable of having a 
ſeat in Parliament : ſo that all that was new 1n this 
bill was only, a new method of diſcovering whether 
or no a man was capable of being a member by che 
ſtanding laws of the realm. 

As to the other part of the bill, whereby a man is 
obliged to declare to the houſe when he receives any 
gratuity, Sc. from the crown, the houſe of Com- 
mons, they ſaid, had no new power given them by 
the bill, but only the power of receiving ſuch deela- 
ration; for if the gratuity that he had received from 
the crown did not diſable him from continuing a 
member by former laws, the houſe could not by any 
clauſe in the bill proceed to determine that to be an 
incapacity, which was not declared ſo by former diſ- 
abling laws ; and whether a man be by law under 
any incapacity of being a member, was always under 
the proper cognizance of that houſe, and could not 
belong to any other judicature whatever. 

It was not poſlible, they ſaid, that ever the houſe 
of Commons could, from any words in that bill, aſ- 
ſume a power of judging or determining whether 
any perſon receiving a gratuity from the crown, de- 
ſerved ſuch gratuity or no, or that they could draw 
any other conſequences from ſuch a declarationz but 
only to determine whether the accepting of ſuch a 
gratuity or reward came under any of the diſabling 
laws in being ; and without ſuch declaration, where- 
ever the houſe could prove, that any man accepted 
of an office or gratuity which ſubjected him to any 
legal incapacity, they were the judges, and could de- 
clare his ſeat in Parliament vacant by the laws for- 
merly enacted ; ſo that in this caſe alſo, all that was 
intended by the bill then before them was, a new 
method of diſcovering whether any of their members 
had fallen under the deſcription of any of the former 
laws for diſabling perſons from ſitting or voting in the. 
houſe of Commons : Theſe diſabling laws, they faid, 


| were certainly thought reaſonable, otherwiſe they 
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would have been repealed ; the incapacities by theſe 
laws introduced, they ſaid, were neceſſary for the 

reſervation of our conſtitution, and if the methods 
Bamse provided, were not ſufficient for diſcover- 
ing of thoſe incapacities, new methods muſt be con · 
trived, which was the only intention of the bill then 
before them. | 


It may be obſerved, that the only difference be- 
tween this bill and the bill for the ſame purpoſe, 
which had been rejected the — ſeſſion, is, the 
laſt clauſe for limiting the term for proſecutions 
thereupon, which clauſe was added laſt ſeſſion by the 
Gentlemen, who brought the bill into the houſe of 
Commons, to obviate an objection that had before 
been made in the houſe of Lords, viz. That it was 
unreaſonable that men, who had once been members 
of the houſe of Commons, ſhould remain liable to 
ſuch ſevere proſecutions as were introduced by that 
bill for all their life after; ſuch proſecutions they ſaid 
might come to affect a man after he was removed 
from the lower houſe, and had got a ſeat in the houſe 
of Lords, it was therefore thought proper to add the 
laſt clauſe, to prevent any ſuch objection, when it 
was again ſent up to that houſe ; but the adding of 
this clauſe did not alter the fate of the bill, 


Several anſwers to the“ letter [printed Vol. IX. 
p. 551, &c.] were publiſhed ; the ſum of which 
is, that bribery or corruption is a crime ſa hemous 
and ſo pernicious, that no man will ſet up opeply 
to defend it, or to oppoſe any nth that 1s 
propoſed for preventing it; but that thoſe, who 
are ſecretly for ſupporting and encouraging bri- 
bery and corruption, give it a pretty new name, 
and call it a neceſſary dependence; in favour of 
which new name they uſe all the arguments they 
can invent, tho? they are conſcious to os ae, 

| that 


Letter from Cambridge to a Gentleman at London, dated 
27 April, 1731. relating to the Penſion-Bill. 
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that the moſt infamous crime of bribery is couched 
under what they call neceſſary dependence; and 
when any method is propoſed for preventing their 
favourite-vice, they endeavour to find out ſome hob- 
goblin, or another privately lurking in the method 
propoſed, with which. they endeavour to frighten 
people out of their wits, 

Thus they ſay this letter-writer had found our, 
that the houſe of Commons endeavoured by this bill 
to graſp at a power, which in time would have 
made them ſupreme over the houſe of Lords as well 
as the crown; tho' from the very words of the bill 
itſelf it will appear, as they ſay, to every impartial 
reader, that the houſe of Commons neither did ac- 
quire, nor could from any thing contained in this 
bill aſſume any other power than that of putting 
the oath or receiving the declaration; and whether 
ſuch a power could make that houſe ſo terrible to 
the crown, or to the houſe of Lords, they leave to 
every uncorrupted man to judge : Even this power, 
ſmall as it is, if it had been obtained, might perhaps, 
they ſay, have made that houſe terrible to an ill-de- 
figning Prince, or a knaviſh. miniſter; it was the 
glory of the Engliſh conſtitution, that it had always 
been ſo, and it was the aim of that bill, that it ſhauld 
always continue to be the terror of aſpiring Princes, 
and the ſcourge of rapacious miniſters : while that 
houſe continues to be ſo, our conſtitution is preſerved; 
but as ſoon as it loſes that noble quality, it will be- 
come deſpicable, and our happy conſtitution will be 
at an end, | | 


On the 23d was preſented to the houſe, a petition 
of ſeveral merchants, planters and others, trading 
to, and intereſted in his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in 
America, in behalf of themſelves and many others, 
complaining, that divers of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
reſiding within his dominions in America, and elſe- 
where, had of late years carried on a trade to the fo- 

reign 
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reign ſugar colonies in America, from whence they 
were ſupplied with ſugar, rum, molaſſes, and their 
other productions, inſtead of thoſe from our own 
colonies, as well as with foreign European goods and 
manufactures, contrary to the intention of the laws 
in being, and the treaty made with France in 1686, 
and as that new method of trade increaſed, and en- 
riched the colonies of other nations, ſo it was injuri- 
ous to the trade of this kingdom, and greatly im- 
poveriſhed the Britif ſugar colonies, and therefore 
the petitioners prayed the conſideration of the houſe, 
and ſuch relief as the houſe ſhould think fit : which 
petition being read, was referred to the conſidera- 
tion of a committee, and a committee was appointed 
accordingly. 

On the 25th, was preſented to the houſe a petition 
of the Mayor, Aldermen, and others, merchants 
trading from the port of Liverpool, in the county 
palatine of Lancaſter, to his Majeſty's colonies in the 
Wet-Indies, complaining of their ſufferings by the 
continued depredations of the Spaniards, who had 
treated ſuch as had fallen into their hands in a very 
barbarous and cruel manner, and praying the conſi- 
deration of the houſe, and ſuch redreſs as the houſe 
ſhould think fit; which petition being read, was re- 
ferred to the ſame committee, to whom the Briſtol 
petition, mentioned before, was referred. 

On the 26th, it was order'd, that leave be given 
to bring in a bill to prevent ſuits for tythes, where 
none, nor any compoſition for the ſame, had been 
paid within a certain number of years; and Sir Gil- 
bert Heathcote, Mr. Plumer, Mr, Glanville, and Mr. 
Papilion, were ordered to prepare and bring in the 
fame. 

On the 3d day of March, the gentlemen in the 
houſe of commons, who appeared zealouſly in fa- 
vour of the bill before-mentioned, for diſabling pen- 
ſioners to fit or vote in the houſe of Commons, ſind- 
ing that the ſaid bill had been rejected in the houſe 
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of Lords, made a motion in the houſe, that a com- 
mittee ſhould be appointed to inquire, whether any 
of the members of that houſe had, directly or indi- 
rectly, any penſions during pleaſure, or for any 
number of years, or any offices from the crown hol- 
den in truſt for them, in part or in the whole, | 

Though the penſion- bill had met with no oppoſi- 
tion in the houſe of Commons, yet it was remarka- 
ble that this motion was moſt vigorouſly oppoſed ; 
and when at laſt it came to be put to the queſtion, 
there appeared, upon the diviſion, 206 againſt the 
motion, and but 143 for it; ſo that it was carried 
againſt the motion, by a majority of 63 voices, 

On the 4th day of March, Sir Gilbert Heathcote 
preſented to the houſe the bill to prevent ſuits for 
tythes, &c. and Sir George Saville preſented to the 
houſe a bill, that all proceedings in the courts of ju- 
ſtice ſhould be in the Engliſb language. Both which 
bills were read, and ordered to be read a ſecond time, 
and both were ordered to be printed. 

The ſame day a motion was made, and the que- 
ſtion put, that leave ſhould be given to bring in a 
bill to prevent tranſlations of Biſhops ; which, by 
thoſe who made the motion, was urged as neceſſary 
to prevent a too greatdependence of that part of the 
legiſlature upon the crown; but it was anſwered, 
that it would be a great incroachment upon the pre- 
rogative of the crown, and an injury to the rights of 
the clergy ; and therefore, upon the queſtion being 
put, it paſſed in the negative. 

Then the houſe (according to order) reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole houſe, to conſider of 
the petitions of the merchants of Briſtol and Liver- 
pool, againſt the depredations of the Spaniards : And 
after having made ſome progreſs, they reſolved to 

roceed in that affair next day, which they accord- 
ingly did; and after hearing council for the petitio- 
ners, and examining ſeveral captains and owners of 
ſhips, who gave an account of above a thouſand fail 
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of Britiſh ſhips, which had been taken or plundered 
by the Spaniards, without any juſt pretence of their 
having been carrying on a contraband trade with 
any of the Spaniſh dominions; the injuſtice and vio- 
lence of theſe proceedings of the Spaniards, appeared 
ſo clearly to the committee, that they came to the 
following refolutions. 

1. That it was the opinion of that committee, that 
the petitioners had fully proved, and made good the 
allegations of their petitions, 

2. That it was the opinion of that committee, 
that the houſe ſhould be moved, that an humble ad- 
dreſs ſhould bepreſented to his Majeſty, that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to continue his endeavours to 
prevent the depredations of the Spaniards for the fu- 
ture, to procure full ſatisfaction for the damages then 
ſuſtained, and to ſecure to the Britiſb ſubjects the full 
and uninterrupted exerciſe of their trade and naviga- 
tion to and from the Britiſh colonies in America. 
And Mr. Scrope, the chairman of the committee, 
moved the houſe purſuant to this laſt reſolution ; 
whereupon the houſe agreed with the report of the 
committee, and reſolved: that ſuch an addreſs, as 
above-mention'd, ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, 

A motion was made for an amendment in the 
words following, .To procure a full, prompt and ſpeedy 
fatisfaftion ; on which there was a long debate. 
Thoſe for the motion inſiſted, That it was the buſi - 
neſs of Parliament to protect, or take a care, that 
the ſubjects ſhould be protected from all injuries 
and wrongs both at home and abroad; and that the 
caſe before them was an injury of ſo high a nature, 
that it required not only a full, but a prompt and 


ſpeedy redreſs. Thoſe againſt the motion endea- 


voured to ſhew, That the adding of ſuch words would 
look as if the houſe had a diffidence in his Majeſty's 
conduct and concern for the good of his ſubjects. 
The queſtion being at laſt put, the houſe came to a 
diviſion, and it was carried againſt adding thoſe words 
297 againſt 135, | Upon 
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Upon the 3oth day of April, a motion was made 
in the Houſe of Commons, and the queſtion put, 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
moſt humbly deſiring his Majeſty, that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed, for the eaſe of his ſubjects of 
this kingdom, to give orders for diſcharging the 
12,000 men of the troops of his Highneſs the Land- 
grave of Heſſe-Caſſel, who were then in the pay of 
his Majeſty, as King of Great Britain: But, after 
ſome debare, it paſſed in the negative. 

On the 5th day of May, it was reſolved, That an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions to the 
commiſſioners for trade and plantations, to prepare 
a repreſentation to be laid before the houſe, in the 
next ſeſſion of Parliament, of the ſtate of his Maje- 
ſty*s colonies and plantations in America, with reſpect 
to any laws made, manufactures ſet up, and trade 
carried on there, which may affect the trade, navi- 
gation, and manufactures of this kingdom. 

And at the ſame time a motion was made, and 
the queſtion propoſed, That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give ſuch orders and inſtructions to the 
ſeveral governors of his colonies and plantations in 
America, as his Majeſty ſhall think moſt proper to 
prevent the ſetting up, or to diſcourage the improve- 


ment, in any of the ſaid colonies, of woollen, linen, 


iron, and other manufactures, which may interfere 
with and be prejudicial to the manufactures of this 
kingdom. But the previous queſtion being put, 
that that queſtion ſhould be then put, it paſſed in 
the negative. 

The firſt mentioned addreſs was next day preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty, to which his Majeſty was moſt 

aciouſly pleaſed to anſwer, That he would give 
uch directions accordingly. 

Upon the 7th day of May, a motion was made 
and the queſtion put, That an humble addreſs be 
pre- 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1731. 


preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give orders, that the proper officers do 
prepare an account to be laid before that houſe, in 
the next ſeſſion of Parliament, of the value of the 
exports and imports between this kingdom and his 
Majeſty's plantations in America, and all foreign 
countries, from Chriſtmas 1720 to Chriſtmas 1730, 
diſtinguiſhing each year, and each plantation or fo- 
reign country, Which queſtion paſſed in the ne- 
gative. 

The ſame day his Majeſty being come to the 
houſe of Peers, a meſſage was ſent by the gentleman 
uſher of the Black-rod to the houſe of. Commons, 
That the King commanded that honourable houſe to 
attend his Majeſty immediately in the houſe of Peers; 
and Mr. Speaker with the houſe being gone up, his 
Majeſty gave the royal aſſent to ſeveral public and 
private bills, 

After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to make a 
moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament, 
as follows, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The — 1 is a great pleaſure to me, that at the cloſe of 


this ſeſſion of Parliament, I am able to ac- 
* quaint you, that the hopes I had conceived, and 
given you, of ſeeing very ſuddenly a happy period 
put to the troubles and diſorders, which had been 
* ſo long apprehended, are now, by the treaty ſign- 
ed at Vienna, anſwered and accompliſhed. 

A project of a convention betwixt the Emperor 
and the maritime powers, for accommodating the 
differences and diſputes that were ſubſiſting, hav- 
ing been formed, the treaty is concluded and ſign- 
ed by me and the Emperor, and is now under the 
* conſideration of the States General; the forms of 
that government not admitting a previous concert, 
in a negotiation of this nature: And as this treaty 
* principally regards the execution of the treaty of 

5 | Seville, 
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© Seville, it is likewiſe communicated to the courts 
of France and Spain, as parties to the treaty of Se- 
ville: And I have juſt received advice, that the 
« ratifications between Me and the Emperor are ex- 
© changed. 

The conditions and engagements which I have 
entered into upon this occaſion, are agreeable to 
that neceſſary concern, which this nation muſt al- 
ways have for the ſecurity and preſervation of the 
balance of power in Europe: And as the uncertain 
and violent ſtate of affairs, to which Europe was 
reduced, and the miſchiefs of an immediate gene- 
ral war, which began to be thought unavoidable, 
are now removed; this happy turn duly improv- 
ed, with a juſt regard to our former alliances, 
which it ſhall be my care to preſerve, gives us a 
favourable proſpect of ſeeing the public tranquil- 
lity re-eſtabliſhed. - 


a VT: ES HE RY OE. 3 BE. 99. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
© I return you my thanks, for the effectual ſup- 
plies which you have granted me for the ſervice of 
the preſent year, and for the proper diſpoſition 
you have made of the public funds, towards leſ- 
ſening and diſcharging the national debt: The re- 
markable diſpatch and unanimity, which you have 
ſhewn at this critical conjuncture, has added very 
much to the credit and weight of your proceed- 
ings; and you ſhall find as great a readineſs on my 
part to eaſe the burdens of my people, as ſoon as 
the circumſtances and ſituation of affairs will ad- 
mit of it, as you have ſhewn to raiſe the ſupplies 
* neceſlary for the ſervice of the public. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© T hope at your return into the country, you will 
© find all attempts to raife a ſpirit of diſcontent a- 
* mong my people, by unjuſt clamours and miſre- 
© preſentations, vain and ineffectual. All — 
Wh * in 
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jnſinuations to the prejudice of my meaſures muſt : 
< ſurely vaniſh, when it ſhall appear, that my firſt 


and principal care has been for the intereſt and ho- 


© nour of this kingdom: Let it be your endeavour 


< to remove all groundleſs jealouſies and apprehen- 


© ſions, that the ſatisfaction of the nation may be as 


general, as it is my earneſt defire that their hap- 


< pineſs may be: Let all my people, let all orders of 
< men enjoy, quietly and unenvied, the rights, privi- 
© Jeges and indulgencies, which by law they are in- 

| iſturb any part of 
© my ſubjects in the poſſeſſion of their legal pro- 
< perty : Let all that are zealous in the ſupport of 
me and my government, partake in common the 
© benefits of the preſent happy eſtabliſhment : And 
let your good- will to one another, be as extenſive | 
as my protection, which all my good and faithful 
© ſubje&s have an equal right to, and may equally |; 


< titled to : Let no innovations 


depend upon.” 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Ma- | 


jeſty's command, ſaid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


ITI is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that 
© | this Parliament be prorogued to Tueſday the 
* twenty-ſeventh day of July next, to be then here 
held]; and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued 


to Tueſday the twenty ſeventh day of July next. 
The Fifth Seſſion of the Third Septennial 


Parliament. 


[J2eN the 13th of January, both houſes of 


Parliament met at Weſtminſter according to 
rorogation, and his Majeſty being come to the 
Houſe of Peers, and ſeated upon his throne, the 


Commons were ſent for as uſual z and his Majeſty J 
opened | 
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opened the ſeſſion with the following moſt gracious 


ſpeech, viz. 


My Lords and Gentienes, 


II is a great pleaſure to me, that I am able to ac- The Kingy 


1 quaint you, that the expectations which I have 
from time to time given you, of ſeeing the gene- 
ral tranquillity of Eurepe reſtored and eſtabliſhed, 
are now fully anſwered, | 
The ſhare of credit and influence, which the 
© crown of Great Britain has had in bringing about 
this difficult and deſirable work, and which re- 
dounds ſo much to the honour and intereſt of this 
* nation, as it is univerſally confeſſed abroad, will, 
* I am confident; be agreeable to my people, and 
acknowledged with gratitude by you. 

It is well known; that from the time of con- 
* cluding the quadruple alliance, the ſeveral courts 
of Europe have been employed in finding means to 
* execute, What the principal powers had agreed to, 
for the ſucceſſion of 7 _ and Parma, in favour 
© of an infant of Spain; but the various jarring and 
contending intereſts, hard to be reconciled and 
© united, in effectuating a point of ſo much impor- 
* tance z the extended views and hopes of obtaining 
gon every ſide farther advantages; and the natural 


1 < jealouſies and diſtruſts ariſing among the ſeveral 


powers concerned; from ſuch oppoſite principles 
© and purpoſes, had kept in ſuſpenſe and unexecuted, 
* what. the court of Spain had very much at heart, 
© and occaſioned ſuch troubles and diſturbances, as 
* embarraſſed the affairs of Europe for many years, 


7 © and particularly affected the intereſts of this nation. 


© You have, from time to time, been informed of 
* the different meaſures and negotiations that have, 
© on All ſides, been carrying on, during this long 
* unſettled ſtate of affairs; and you have enabled 
me to perſevere in maintaining the rights and poſ- 
Vor. X. MII © ſeſſions 
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* 


© ſeſſions of this kingdom, and in preſerving the 


peace and balance of Europe. 


The preliminary articles, and the ſubſequent 
tranſactions thereupon, not anſwering the expecta- 
tions of the court of Spain, and creating a coolneſs 
and diſſatisfaction among the contracting parties of 
-* the firſt treaty of Vienna, laid the foundation of 
. * the treaty of Seville, and thereby diſſolved: that 
union, which had raiſed fo many apprehenſtons, 
and fo long alarmed the world. ets. N 
The execution of the treaty of Seville was the 


« ortat difficulty that ſtill remained; and this, un- 
* furmountable as it Was thought, I have by your 


fupport, and by the confidence you repoſed in me, 


© been able to overcome, by juſt and honourable 


« treaties, without coming to extremities, and with- 
-© out the hazard and expence of a general rupture, 


© or kindling a war in any part of Europe. | 


Parma and Placentia are now in the actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Infant Don Carlos; the ſix thoufand 


Spaniards are quietly admitted and quartered in the 


dAdutchy of Tuſcany, to ſecure, by the expreſs: con- 


* x4, 
£A 

£Y 
F 


«* ſent and agreement of the Great Duke, the rever- 
* fjon of his dominions 3 and a family convention is 
made between the courts of Spain and Tuſcany, for | 
< preſerving peace and friendſhip between thoſe two 


© houſes, during the life of the Great Duke. 


For perfecting and finiſhing this tedious work, 
conducted through a ſeries of infinite changes and | 
* viciſſitudes, and incumbered with all the different 


views of intereſt and ambition; I concluded the 


late treaty of Vienna, wherein I have entered into 
* no engagements contrary to former treaties, or 


* tending either to aggrandiſe or reduce the power 


1 n 


2 


© or weight of any Potentate, calculated purely for 
< preſerving a due balance; and to avoid ſuch con- 
* fuſion, as new changes: and convulſions vipdn future 
events would unavoidably create, and wherein | 

| © | * A Great 
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Great Britain could never ſtand by, and be an 


dle ſpectator. 


© When this ſhall be duly conſidered, and it ſhall 


2 © be ſeen, that the wounds which have been long 
bleeding are intirely healed, groundleſs jealouſies 
will ceaſe, ill humours will ſubſide, and peace and 
good harmony return together; all diffidence and 
2? © diſtruſt, the natural effect of repeated delays, art- 
fully inſtilled, and induſtriouſly improved and 


2 © aggravated, will be removed, and mutual ſatiſ- 


faction be the conſequence of the punctual and ef. 
ectual performance of all engagements on our ſide, 
? © which will ever be remembered with great regard 
and honour to this crown and nation, and leave 
van indiſpenſible obligation upon thoſe that are im- 
_ © mediately concerned, to make ſuch returns as ho- 
our and juſtice call for and demand. 


Centlemen of the Honſe of Commons; | 
* The eſtimates for the ſervice of the current yea# 


2 © ſhall be prepared and laid before you, which you. 
will obſerve to be conſiderably leſs than thoſe of 
former years: It is a pleaſure to me to give eaſe to 
my ſubjects, whenever the welfare of the public 
vill admit of it. Vou have ſeen the happy effects of 
your former zeal and reſolution; - ſucceſs bas at- 
1 © tended my meaſures,” and you reap the fruit of my 
2 © endeavours; and: your confidence in me; and it 
27 © muſt be a ſatisfaction to you to reflect, that all the 
7 © expences you have lately made; are amply recom- 
1 © penſed by preventing and avoiding far greater. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
© This happy ſituation of affairs, I promiſe my- 


ſelf, will inſpire you all with ſuch temper and una- 
7 * nimity; and ſuch a feaſonable zeal for the public 
good, as becomes a Parliament ſenſible of the great 
bleſſings they enjoy: The duty and the affections 
of my ſubjects are all the return I defire for my pa- 
Y 160: * 8 2 * ternal. 
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'© ternal love and concern for them. My govern- 


© ment has no ſecurity but what is equally conducive 
© to your happineſs, and to the protection of my 
6 £74 and your proſperity has no foundation, 
but in the defence and ſupport of my government; 
our ſafety is mutual, our intereſts are inſeparable.” 


After his Majeſty had retired, the Right Hon. 


the Chancellor reported this ſpeech to the houſe of | 


Lords, and a motion was made for an addreſs, 
which was agreed to in the terms propoſed without 


any great debate, and a committee being named, the ö 
following addreſs was by them drawn up and agreed 


to by the houſe, viz. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
8 W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 


ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, come with hearts full of 
duty and gratitude, to return the humble thanks of 
this houſe for your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech 


from the throne. | 

Me ſhould appear inſenſible of our own happi- 
* neſs, and diſregardful of the honour of this nation, 
if we did not beg leave to congratulate your Ma- 
6. jeſty, on your having made the crown of Great 
© Britain ſo great and ſignal an inſtrument of reſtor- 
ing and ſecuring the general tranquillity of Europe, 
and that in a manner the moſt adyantageous and 
«. moſt: honourable to this kingdom: Such is the 
* ſucceſs we may juſtly expect will ever attend the 


* meaſures of your Majeſty, purſuing ſteadily the 


true intereſt of your people, and aſſiſted with the 

advice and ſupport of a Britiſb Parliament, 
Lour Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to re- 

* capitulate on the ſeveral treaties and negotiations 


© framed and carried on, during many years paſt, for 
the adjuſting the different intereſts and interfering 2 


een r de 
1 


vieys of the great powers of Europe, which, though 
nen cal- 
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2 
e c calculated with the greateſt wiſdom and juſtice for 
y 7 © ſo deſirable an end, have, through a long ſcene of 
n, violent contentions, met with thoſe unavoidable 
; +< delays, which your Majeſty, in tenderneſs to your 
. © ſubjects, and out of an anxiety for their happineſs, 
has ſo often been pleaſed to regret from the throne. 
n. We have now the great ſatisfaction to obſerve, that 
of « thoſe very difficulties and diſtractions, thoſe jar- 
„ ring and contending intereſts, oppoſite to the = 
ut * lic good, and to each other, have, by your Ma- 
he © jeſty's wiſely improving each critical conjuncture, 
2d by reconciling mutual pretenſions and claims, or 
by defeating and diſuniting dangerous leagues and 
? © conjunctions, and above all, by an uninterrupted 
! © perſeverance in maintaining the rights and poſſeſ- 
al * ſions of this kingdom, been each made ſubſer- 
„al vient and contributing, in various ways, to the 
of great work of peace, which your Majeſty has fo 
of long laboured to procure for us, and has now hap- 
ch pily 1 
: * The difficulties that attended the execution of the 
bi- © treaty of Seville, without coming to an open rup- 
n, ture, and truſting to the uncertain event of war, 
a- 3 * ſo muchthe grounds of juſt concern and apprehen- 
at ſions in ſome, and of ſecret hopes, or even boaſts 
r- © of others, have been intirely removed, with the 
pe, | © expreſs conſent of thoſe princes, who alone claim- 
nd ed a right to oppoſe it, and who, have themſelves 
he become parties in the making it effectual; and ſuch 
he have been the happy conſequences of your Maje- 
he |] ſty's meaſures, that the moſt ſucceſsful war, in 
he © which, as experience teaches us, the proſperous 
dq not always reap. the advantage, could, at the 
} © expence of the blood and treaſure of this nation, 
* have produced only that quiet and juſt balance 
* of power, which your Majeſty, by negotiations, 
and juſt and honourable treaties, has eſtabliſhed. 


C3 Com 
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Four Majefty has not only given immediate 


flames that muſt very ſoon have embroiled all Eu- 


rope, but in the finiſhing this glorious deſign, has 


carried yet farther your great views for the public 
* tranquility, by framing and concluding the late 


5 evidently appeared likely to ariſe, of new diffe- 
* rences and confuſions upon future events, are, as 


far as human prudence can operate, obviated and 
prevented, without entering into any engdgements 


* contrary to former treaties, or having a tendency 


peace to your kingdoms, and extinguiſhed thoſe | 


| 


 +.treaty of Vienna, whereby the dangers, which too 


to raiſe or depreſs any power abroad: And it is 1 
from this happy ſituation of affairs, we may rea- 


« ſonably'hope, that by our duly ſupporting and de- 
* fending your Majeſty's government at home, Grea 
Britain, inſtead of being neceſfarily involved in 


© new troubles and convulſions, may with ſafety, 


* eaſe, and honour, ſhare with our allics the happy 
benefits of a general peace. 
»The whole ſeries of your Majeſty's actions had 


already proclaimed the gracious declaration, which 


vour Majeſty in your great goodneſs has been plea- 


ſed to make from the throne, That the ſafety of 


the crown and of the people is mutual, and their 


© intereſts are inſeparable. This lays us under the 
* higheſt obligations to aſſure your Majeſty, that we 
will proceed in diſcharging the truſt repoſed in us, 


with ſuch temper and unanimous zeal for the pub- 


lic good, as becomes a houſe of Parliament, truly 
faithful and affectionate to the prince that reigns 


over them, fully ſenſible, that our rights and liber- 
ties depend on the ſtrength and ſecurity of your 


Majeſty's government, and endeavouring to merit, 


in ſome meaſure, the bleſſings we enjoy. 
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fo 1 His Majeſty's Anſwer, 

. My Lords, | | 7 
as I Thank you for this aſfectionate and loyal addreſs. As 4 —_ 
lic | the intereſts of my people, and the ſecuring the peace ; 
te |. and balance of power in Europe, has been my chief care 

o aud concern, the ſatisfattion you ſhew in the ſucceſs of 

4. my endeavours, cannot but be extremely acceptable to me. 

as Du may depend upon my favour and protection; 


1d and 1 am perſuaded I may always rely upan your duty 
its | and ſupport. 
bY I The Commons being returned to their houſe, Mr. 


Speaker reported his Majeſty's ſpeech to the houſe, 
and thereupon the Lord Harvey roſe up, and after 


le- having enumerated the many difficulties this nation 
ar was brought under by the intrigues of our enemies 
in | 


abroad, and the many dangers and great expence we 
Y» |? would have been inevitably involved in, if the war 
PY |: with which Europe was threatened, had not been pre- 
: vented by his Majeſty's great foreſight and wiſe mea- 
ad fſures, by the good ſucceſs of which the war was not 

only prevented, but the tranquility of Europe was 
4- |} ſettled andeſtabliſhed upon a firm and a laſting foun- 
dation; he made the following motion: 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- Mens” 

« jeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of this houſe 
for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne ; to 
declare our higheſt ſatisfaction in ſeeing the gene- 
ral tranquillity of Europe reſtored and eſtabliſhed 
© by his Majeſty's credit and influence, with ſo much 
glory to the crown of Great Britain, and honour 
to this nation; to acknowledge with gratitude his 
* Majeſty's unwearied endeavours for the happineſs 
of his people, and his goodneſs in purſuing with 
ſteadineſs and conftancy, ſuch meaſures as beſt con- 
«* duced to the preſerving the rights and poſſeſſions of 
* theſe kingdoms : To expreſs our juſt ſenſe of his 
1i5 | Majeſty's great wiſdom, in being able to ſurmount 
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© the various difficulties that ſo long embarraſſed the 
« affairs of Europe, and particularly affected the in- 
tereſts of Great Britain; and by pacific meaſures 


R @&a 


and negotiations, to bring to a happy concluſion 


the diſputes that for many years had been ſubſiſt- 
ing and depending, and by juſt and honourable 
treaties, to ſettle and re-eſtabliſh the public tran- 
quillity, without the hazard and expence of a ge- 
neral rupture, or kindling a war in any part of 
Europe; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this houſe, 
© ſenſible of the happy effects of the confidence ſo 
« juſtly repoſed in his Majeſty, and the bleſſings we 
enjoy under his government, will with chearfulneſs 
grant the ſupplies neceſſary for the ſervice of the 
current year, for the defence and ſupport of his 
«< Majeſty's government, and for the a Jos and 


C 


* 


Mr. Clutterbuck roſe next, and explained the ſeve- 
ral jarring intereſts of Europe, which had all been 
happily reconciled by his Majeſty's wiſdom and good 
conduct; and added, That as our ſecurity depends 
upon the preſervation of the balance of power in 
Europe, we could not in common prudence have 
* ſatunconcerned, and ſeen any one of the powers of 
Europe ſwallowed up by another. If any war had 

broke out, we muſt neceſſarily have been con- 
cerned, and every man was ſenſible of the faral 
effects ſuch a war might have been attended with; 
that we were now free from all ſuch apprehenſions, 
and as the preſent happineſs and tranquillity not 
only of this nation, but of Europe in general, was 
owing to the prudent and pacific meaſures pur- 
ſued by his Majeſty, he could not but approve of 
the terms of addreſſing propoſed, and therefore 
he ſeconded the motion made by the honourable 
© gentleman.” 130 

Sir Wilfred Lawſon ſpoke to the effect as fol- 
lows: Mr. Speaker, I ſhall join with all my heart 
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in an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty for his moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the throne ; but I cannot a- 
gree with deſcending fo far into particulars as are 
contained in the motion made by the honourable 


A. 1532. DEBATES. 


Gentleman who ſpoke firſt, and ſeconded by the 
2? © honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt. The trea- 
7 © ries upon which it is pretended, that the tranquil- 


* lity of Europe, and the happineſs of this nation are 


2 © ſo laſtingly eſtabliſhed, are not now before the 


houſe 3 and therefore, from my own knowledge, I 
can ſay nothing about them, nor can I form a judg- 
ment of the honour or advantage which will, from 
thence, accrue to this kingdom : but if I judge 


from what I hear or ſee abroad in the world, I muſt 
be of opinion, thatnotwithſtanding the great things 
we have done for the crown of Spain, and the fa- 
vours we have procured for the royal family of 
t © that kingdom, we have as yet received very little 
ſatisfaction for the injuries done by them to this 
nation: I have ſeen publiſhed in our news-papers, 
2 © an order or inſtruction from his Catholic Majeſty 
2 © to the governors of his ports in the Indies, relating 
2? © tothedepredations committed by the Spaniards up- 
on our merchants trading inthoſe Seas. But I cannot 
2? © look upon this order as any ſatisfaction for the de- 
2 © predations already committed; neither can I look 
upon it as a ſufficient check againſt the committing 
2 © of any in time to come: There are ſo many con- 
} © ditions in this order, ſo many ifs and ands, that 
2 © it affords a large ſcope to the Spaniards in that 
part of the world, to go on in the taking or plun- 
1} + dering of. our merchant-ſhips, under the pretence 
b © of their being concerned in ſome illicit commerce, 
bor of their being found navigating in thoſe lati- 
1 © tudes where the Spaniards may ſay they ought not 
d © to navigate: Theſe orders are ſo general, that the 
1 © captainsof theSpaniſb Guarda-coſtas, and the gover- 
4 * nors, who are generally partners with the captains, 


* may 
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* may put any conſtruction they pleaſe upon them; 
and we may expect that the conſtruction to be put 
upon them will be moſt unfavourable to the ſub- 

jects of this nation. I ſhall not, Sir, at preſent 
make any motion, but as a member of this houſe, 
I thought it was incumbent upon me, to declare 


my ſentiments in an affair, in which the honour of 


© this houſe, and the intereſt of the natien are ſo 
© much concerned.” 


Mr. Shipper roſe and ſpoke to the following, pur- 
poſe : * Mr. Speaker, I riſe not only to offer my 
< ſentiments againſt the terms of the addreſs propo- 
© ſed, but likewiſe to make a motion: It has, Sir, 


upon ſuch an occaſion, been the antient cuſtom of 
this houſe, to preſent an addreſs of thanks to his 
< Majeſty for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
* throne ; but ſuch addreſſes were, in former days, 
always in general terms; there were in them no 


© flattering paragraphs, nor long compliments made 


* to the throne, for tranſactions and ſucceſſes which 


© had never been laid before the houſe, and of which, 


by a neceſſary conſequence, the houſe muſt have been 
* ſuppoſed to have been intirely ignorant. It is true, 
Sir, we have, of late years, fallen into a cuſtom of 
* complimenting the throne upon every ſuch occa- | 
< fionwith long addreſſes; and this cuſtom has been 
followed ſo long, that I am afraid it may at laſt 
come to be a vote of courſe, to vote an addreſs to 
* his Majeſty, in ſuch terms as ſhall be concerted; by 

<* thoſe very men, whoſe meaſures are approved of 
by the compliment made to the throne. I confeſs, 
Sir, that I am ſo little of a Courtier, that I cannot 
return thanks for what I know nothing of, nor can | 
I applaud before I know a reaſon for my applauſe ; | 
< * 1 am not at all againſt an addreſs of thanks in the 
ancient uſual ſtyle ; but tho? 1 ſhould happen 
to be ſingle and alone in my oppoſition, Which 
hope I mall not, yet I am reſolved to oppoſe ad- 
5 < dreſſing | 


SN — r 
e * 

r 4 W * 85 

— ID n 3 "Oh Wen 


m0 > >... a 


VPP 


„ am Md mm W 1 


„ DA Sr 


© 


1.4 
1 
ig 
a 
1 
£ 
+ 


A. 1732. DEBATES. 


dreſſing in the terms moved for, if it were for no 


* 
c 


* 


other reaſon but this, That ſuch a motion may not 
ſtand upon the journals of this houſe as agreed to 
Nemine contradicente : for, if not taken notice of 
in time, ſuch humble addreſſes to the throne may 
at laſt come to paſs as a matter of courſe, and be 
as little regarded or oppoſed, as ſome affairs now 
are, which at firſt ſtood a long conteſt before they 
could be introduced, 

Sir, it is no new thing in me to oppoſe ſuch 
addrefles ; I have always oppoſed them: and tho? 
I do not hereby appear to be a good courtier, yet 
it ſhews that I have ſome reſpect for the honour 
and dignity of this houſe. Beſides, Sir, when ſuch 
addreſſes have been propoſed, it has been promiſed, 
and we have been aſſured, that no advantage ſhould 
afterwards be taken of any words contained in the 
complimenting part of ſuch addreſs ; but every 
member in this houſe knows, that when the houſe 
had an opportunity of examining things more par- 
ticularly, and debates enſued thereupon, they have 
then been told that they could not cenſure any of 
the paſt tranſactions, becauſe they had approved of 
them all by their addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty 
for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. I 
hope, Sir, for the ſake of my country, that all 
things are well, that our affairs both abroad and 
at home are in that proſperous condition in which 
they have been repreſented to us; but as we can- 
not as yet judge from the effects, and as the trea- 
ties from which this great proſperity and laſting 
tranquillity is to ariſe, have not yet been laid be- 
fore us, I cannot but look upon it as anticipating 
of the reſolutions of this houſe, to thank his Maje- 
ſty for thoſe treaties which we have not as yet had 
any opportunity either to peruſe or conſider; and 
therefore I move, that the firſt part only of the 
motion already made ſhould ſtand, and that all the 
other complimenting paragraphs ſhould be 1 
out, | | | r, 
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Mr, Pulteney ſpoke to the effect as follows : © Sir, 
very willing that an addreſs of thanks be 


preſented to his Majeſty for his moſt gracious 


ſpeech from the throne ; but I cannot agree to an 
addrefs in the terms propoſed by the honourable 
gentleman who made the motion, becauſe they 
ſeem to imply an approbation of all that has been 
tranſacted or negotiated by his Majeſty's minifters ; 
I am the more obliged upon this occaſion to de- 


clare my opinion, becauſe of the motion's having 
been made by that honourable gentleman, left 
ſome of my friends ſhould be thereby miſled, and 
made believe that I am for the motion in its full 
extent. We ought to thank his Majeſty for his 
moſt gracious ſpeech, but I cannot fee any reaſon 
we have to thank him for our liberties and pro- 


perties; they are ſecured to us by our conſtitution, 


and, as ſubjects of Great Britain, we have a natural 


right to them, his Majeſty is far from having the 
leaſt thought of making any encroachments upon 


them. As for the treaties and negotiations abroad, 
and the honours and advantages we have by them 
acquired, I do not think that we can take notice | 
of them; for till they be laid before the houſe, we 
muſt be preſumed to be ignorant of them, For my 
own part, I ſhall be glad to know that we are now 
at laſt got into a right way; but ſuppoſing that 
all is now right with us, I am certain there was a | 
time ſome years ago, when we might have been 
as right as we are now, and upon the ſame condi- | 
tions: If we had embraced that opportunity, a a 
great deal of money would have been ſaved to | 
the nation; but in thoſe days, the guaranty of the 
Pragmatic ſanctiom was looked on as inconſiſtent | 
with the intereſt and happineſs of this nation, and 
was repreſented as ſuch even by thoſe who have 
now agreed to it. What were their reaſons for re- 


A 


preſenting it in ſuch an hideous ſhape at that time, 
and for placing it now in ſo amiable a view, I 1 
: © Can-. 
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cannot comprehend : For my own part, Sir, I 
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do not ſee any neceſſity we were under of agree- 


ing to it even at this preſent time. By our agree- 
ing to that guaranty, we lay ourſelves under an 
obligation of aſſiſting the Auſtrian Family when- 
ever they ſhall be attacked by any potentate what - 
ever, except the Grand Seignior: they may hap- 
pen to be attacked, when it will be much againſt 
the intereſt of this nation, to engage itſelf in a war 
upon any foreign account; and if they ſhould ac- 
quire many more territories, it may be for the in- 
tereſt of the nation even to join in the attack, in 
order to preſerve the balance of Europe, the eſtab- 
liſhing of which has already coſt us ſuch immenſe 
ſums of money. Thus we may be obliged either 
to engage in a war contrary to the intereſt and 
well-being of our country, or otherwiſe be guilty 
of a breach of faith, to the eternal diſhonour of 
the nation : Theſe, Sir, are the circumſtances 
which this nation may be brought into by enter- 
ing into this guaranty ſo early; and theſe, Sir, are 
circumſtances which every wiſe man ought by all 
means to avoid. Beſides, Sir, I do not know bur 
we may be accuſed of ſome ſort of breach of faith 
on account of our late negotiations with the Em- 
peror; the French may perhaps ſay, that by the 
treaty of Hanover we were obliged not to treat 
with any of the powers againſt whom that treaty 
ſeem*d to be made, without the concurrence of our 
allies z and yet notwithſtanding thereof, we not 
only negotiated but concluded a treaty with the 
Emperor, without communicating the ſame to 
them. What reaſon the French may have for ſuch 
an accuſation, I cannot at preſent properly ſpeak 
to; Pruſſia, it is true, had before us ſet an exam- 
ple, and had drawn off from that treaty long be- 
fore we had; but France and Holland had adhered 
firmly to 1t to the very laſt. | 


According 
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According to the view I have of our late nego- 
* tiations, I cannot fay, that either the honour or the 
© intereſt of the nation has been much conſider'd; it 
js true, Don Carlos may be now eſtabliſhed in the 
fucceſſion to the duchy of Tuſcany, and in the poſ- 
< ſelfion of the duchies of Parma and Placentia. 
The Spaniſb troops may be introduced into /taly, 
* and I with their introduction do not prove to be 
the origin of new troubles ; but in theſe things we 
have no particular intereſt : nor can I ſay, that 
much regard has been had to the particular intereſt 
of this nation in our conduct at home; our debts 
have been increaſed, at leaſt not diminiſhed, and 
at the ſame time luxury has been ſo much encou- 
© raged,” that many have run out a great part of their 
fortunes, and are thereby obliged to depend upon 
the court; inſomuch that T muſt ſay, happy it is 
for the nation, that the King is ſo good an ſo juſt 
as not to have any deſigns againſt our liberties. 
Our trade is decaying every day, and public cre- 
dit is like to be entirely deſtroyed by the many 
public frauds that are committed; for credit de- 
pends upon that faith and confidence which one 
man puts in another, for the preſervation of that 
* which is committed to his care; but by theſe 
public frauds all mutual faith and confidence will 
be taken away; no man will think his money ſafe; 
but when it is locked up in his on coffers; he 
will not, for the future, truſt the management or 
keeping thereof to any one man, or to any ſet of 
men. However, I hope, Sir, that all our affairs 
abroad are now ſet to rights, and that our domeſ- 
tic grievances are in a fair way of being redreſſed; 
but if they are ſo, I muſt ſay, it is ſomething like 
a pilot, who, tho* he has a clear, a ſafe, and a 
ſtreight paſſage for going into port, yet takes it 
© in his head to carry the thip a great way about, 
through ſands, rocks and ſhallows, and thereby 
* loſes a great many of the ſeamen, deſtroys a great 
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deal of the tackle and rigging, and puts the owners 
© to a vaſt expence; however, at laſt, by chance, he 


hits the port, and then triumphs in his good con- 
duct.“ 5 ; 
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Mir Danurrs faid; '* That when he retnrned to n b 
the country, he ſhould be glad to have ſomething v aſpeech. 


to tell his country neighbours that would pleaſe 
them; they did not underſtand treaties; nor did 
they trouble their heads much about diſtant pro- 
ſpects of wealth and happineſs ; he wiſh'd he 
could tell them, that part of our debts were paid 
off, or that ſome of our taxes were aboliſh'd, or 
the ſtanding army disbanded. Theſe were effects 
they would immediately feel ; but he was afraid 
they would be of opinion, that a peace attended 
with a continuation of all the taxes, and a keeping 
on foot the ſtanding army, did not deſerve any 


Sir William Myndbam ſpoke in manner following: Sir William 


Sir, I cannot agree to the terms for addreſſing his e 


Majeſty, propoſed by the honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke firſt, becauſe tho? every thing may 
now be well ſettled upon a ſolid and laſting foun- 
dation, yet I cannot think that our conduct has, 
in every reſpect, been right, or that the intereſt of 
this nation has been, by his Majeſty's miniſters, 
principally and ſteadily purſued. At one time 
we-were frightned out of our wits with apprehen- 
ſions that the Pretender was to be put upon us, 
and that without any reaſon, for all that I have 


yet ſcen or heard upon the ſubject. Then Don 


Carlos was made ſuch a giant of, that he, that in- 
fant, was to ſwallow up and deſtroy all the powers 
of Europe; at that time we ſued to France for an 
alliance, and beſought their aſſiſtance, by which we 
put ĩt in their power to commence a war whenever 
they pleaſed; and if they had not been 1 

. taken 
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taken up with whims and diſputes about religion 
than any wiſe nation ought to be, they would cer- 
tainly have involved us in a war .in conjunction 
with them, and thereby would have made us aſſiſt 
them in recovering all that they had loſt by the 
laſt two wars, the taking of which from them had 
coſt us ſo much blood and treaſure : Some time 
after, we ſhook off all fears of the Pretender, Don 
Carlos was again diminiſhed to an ordinary ſize, 
and then we began to bully France, as much as 
we had courted it before; this conduct cannot 
appear to me to be right, at leaſt it does not ap- 


pear to be ſteady and uniform. Upon the other 


hand, it muſt be ſaid of the imperial court, that 
they have ated with ſteadineſs and prudence 3 


they have firmly adhered to the proper intereſt of { 


their native country, and have ſteadily purſued the 
aim they had in view, through all the different 


ſhapes in which the affairs of Europe have been put 1 


within theſe few years ; and by this firmneſs and 


reſolution, they have at laſt brought us to their 


own terms, and have accompliſhed their deſigns, 
notwithſtanding the conjunction and alliance of ſo 


many formidable powers againſt them; whereas 
we have been obliged in ſome manner to comply 


with the demands of almoſt every power we have 


treated with; and if by ſuch means we have at 


laſt got off upon any tolerable conditions; it muſt 
be ſaid, that we have been like a man in a room, 
who wants to get out, and though the doot be 
open, and a clear way to it, yet he ſtalks round 


the room, breaks his ſhins over a ſtool; tumbles 
over a chair, and at laſt, tumbling over every 
thing in his way, by chance finds the door and gets 
out, after abundance of needleſs trouble and unne+ | 


14 


ceſſary danger. a1 ä 


Mr. Oglerborpe ſpoke to the effect as follows: 
I do not think, Sir, that the guaranty of the Prag- 
© matic © 
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© matic Sanction is much to be taken notice of in the 
« preſent caſe : There are many other things which 
at preſent relate more nearly to the honour and 
< intereſt of this nation; I wiſh I could have heard 
that the late new works at Dunkirk had been in- 
0 ey razed and deſtroyed ; that we had received 
* a full and complete ſatisfaction for the many de- 
« predations committed by the Spaniards: and I 
© ſhould be glad to {ez more care taken in arming 
the country, and diſciplining of our militia. I 
© think it was a ſcandal to the nation, to appear ſo 
* much frightned as we lately appeared to be, at the 
© marching of a few French troops down to thoſe 
© coaſts of France which lie next to us. We have, 
© it is true, a ſtanding army of good regular forces; 
but I hope this nation will never be brought ſo 
© low, as to have nothing to truſt to for their de- 
© fence, but their ſtanding army, Our army bears 
but a ſmall proportion to the whole body of the 
people, they can cover but a ſmall part of our 
© coaſt from an invaſion, and therefore care ſhould 
© be taken to keep up military diſcipline and a war- 
© like ſpirit among our militia through all parts of 
© the kingdom Whenever we are threatned with 
© an invaſion, our ſafety and our barrier, next to our 
fleet, muſt depend upon them; it mult be to them 
* chiefly that we mult truſt our defence againſt the 
© landing of a for-igu enemy, and if they come 
© once to loſe intirely che uſe of arms, or the know- 
© ledge of milicary diſcipline, an enemy that can 
© either by cunning or accident eſcape our fleet, may 
© land with little danger, and may do a great deal 
© of miſchief before a ſufficient number of our re- 
* gular forces can be brought together to oppole 
© them, a 

As to our foreign affairs, I muſt ſay, Sir, that 
* conſidering how much the proteſtants in Germany 
© have been oppreſſed by the preſent imperial fami- 
* ly, I could have wiſhed with all my heart to have 

Vol. X. | D © heard 
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ſpeech, 
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© heard that ſome care had been taken of them in 
the treaty we have lately made with the Emperor; 
but as the Dutch have not as yet acceded to that 
* treaty, I hope ſome care may as yet be taken of 
© thoſe poor people: I look upon it as a general 
benefit, that the Dutch have not as yet acceded, 
© becauſe we may make an advantage of it by get- 
© ting them to inſiſt upon all ſuch additions, expla- 
* nations or amendments, as may be judged neceſ- 
* ſary for the common good of Europe in general, 
and of the proteſtant religion in 3 In 
* the mean time I am pleaſed to find, that we are 
not now ſo cloſely united with France as we for- 
* merly were; I have generally obſerved, that when 
two dogs are in a leaſh together, the ſtronger ge- 
© nerally runs away with the weaker ;z and I am a- 


* fraid this was ſomething of the caſe between France 
and us.“ 


Theſe were the principal ſpeakers againſt the mo · 
tion made by the Lord Harvey. 


The honourable Mr. Pelbam ſpoke for it, and 
ſnewed, That it was no way inconſiſtent with the 
* honour or dignity of that houſe to thank his Ma- 
« jeſty in the moſt particular terms, for every thing 
* which he had been moſt graciouſly pleaſed to ac- 
* quaint them with in his ſpeech from the throne z 
that in common decency they were, upon that oc- 
* caſion, to look upon every thing to be as it had 
© been repreſented to them by his Majeſty ; but that 
no compliments (as ſome of the honourable gen- 


, * tlemen who had ſpoke before were pleaſed to call 


them) that could be put into the addreſs, could be 


© any way made nſe of to prevent that houſe's in- 


| 


quiring afterwards'into the meaſures that had be 
* purſued, after the treaties that had been entered 


into ſhould be laid before them: On the co | | 


. tary, 
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© trary, if upon ſuch an inquiry it ſhould be found, 
© that any of the negociations had been carried on, 
or any of the treaties concluded contrary to the 
* honour or intereſt of the nation, they were then to 
© preſume, that his Majeſty had been impoſed on, 
© and thereby induced to make ſuch a ſpeech to 
them; and by ſuch an impoſition, thoſe who had 
* adviſed the carrying on of ſuch negociations, or 
the concluding of ſuch treaties, would accumulate 
© ouilt upon themſelves, and would heap coals of 
© fire upon their own heads: for in ſuch a caſe that 
© houſe was not only to puniſh ſuch evil counſellors 
© for meaſures ſo weak, or ſo wicked, but alſo to 
© puniſh them for impoſing upon his Majeſty, and 
© adviſing him to thake ſuch a ſpeech from the 
© throne, That generally upon the opening of a 
© ſefſion of Parliament, the eyes of all Europe were 
© turned towards Great Britain, and from their firſt 
© reſolves, all the neighbouring powers were to judge 
© of the unanimity that was to enſue between his 
* Majeſty and his Parliament; that if they at firſt 
appeared to be in the leaſt diffident or jealous of 
his Majefty's conduct, it would weaken his influ- 
© ence upon the councils of foreign courts, and there- 
© by they might put it out of his power to rectify 
© any falſe ſtep (if any had been) made by his mi- 
© niſters : this he was perſuaded no man would in- 
© cline to do, that was a friend either to his King or 
© his country, for the ſake of any private pique he 
* might have to any of his Majeſty's miniſters. For 
© theſe and many other reaſons he ſaid he was for 


a agreeing to the addreſs in the terms firſt moved 
. | 


Then Mr. Walpole ſpoke to the effect as follows: 


© Mr. „ the honourable gentleman upon the ed ſpeech, 


* floor ſaid, that he was afraid leſt the gentleman 


© who firſt moved for an addreſs, might have ſome 
weight with ſeveral of his friends; I do not know, 
D 2 | Sir, 
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Sir, but that it may be ſo, I do not know but he 
* may have weight with ſome of thoſe whom that 
« gentleman now looks upon as his friends, but I am 
« perſuaded that nothing that he has ſaid in oppoſition 
© to the motion made by the other, will tend to di- 
* miniſh that weight which he is afraid of. As to 
the houſe's agreeing to the motion for preſenting an 
* addreſs to his Majeſty, and in the terms propoſed 
© by the gentleman who made the motion, I need 
not, Sir, ſay any thing to it; that affair has been 
* ſo fully explained, and the reaſonableneſs of it ſo 
© clearly demonſtrated by the gentlemen who have 
* ſpoke upon that ſide on the queſtion, that I have 
nothing to add. But ſince the gentlemen who 
have ſpoke upon the other ſide, have entered into 
© an examination of the meaſures that have been pur- 
* ſued, I hope the houſe will pardon me if I depart 
Ja little from the ſubject of the preſent debate, in 
< order to anſwer ſome of the objections that have 
been made to our late conduct. | 
© It has been ſaid, Sir, that there was a time, 
« ſome years ago, when the ſame thing might have 
© been done that is now done, by which a great deal 
of money might have been ſaved to the nation, I 
* wiſh, Sir, the gentleman who ſaid ſo, had told us 
* what particular time he meant; I know that the 
entering into the guaranty of the Pragmatic danction 
* was propoſed to us ſome years ago: But, Sir, I 
* know that it was then propoſed in ſuch dogmatic 
and poſitive terms, that it was inconſiſtent with the 
© honour of his Majeſty, or of this nation, to give the 
© leaſt ear to a propoſal, which was made rather in 
© the terms of a peremptory demand, and without 
offering the leaſt conſideration to this nation, for 
our agreeing to enter into ſuch a guaranty : Beſides, 
Sir, there was at that time good reaſon to fear that 
Don Carlos was the perſon upon whom the Impe- 
© rial court had fixed their eye, as a ſucceſſor to his 
Imperial Majeſty ; and I am ſure it was againſt the 
| « intereſt 
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< intere{t of this nation, to contribute to the eſtabliſh- 


© ing of a perſon in the full and ſole poſſeſſion of all 


« the Auſtrian dominions, who was by the quadruple 
c alliance to have ſuch large dominions of his own in 
« [taly, and had by his birth ſo near a proſpect to 
the crown of Spain, and at that time alſo a very near 
proſpect to the crown of France. This guaranty was 
again offered at the time when the treaty of Seville 
«© was in agitation, but then again it was rejected, be- 
© cauſe it was well known, that the propoſal was made 
© at that time only with a view to diſturb the negotia- 
© tions then carrying on, and which were ſo happily 
© ended by the concluſion of the treaty of Seville: 
© So that at that time no treaty could be entered into 
© by us with the Imperial court, either about the gua- 
© ranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, or any thing elle 
© nor at any time till they came to be a little more 
© reaſonable in their propoſals ; and as ſoon as that 
© time came, we embraced the opportunity, and our 
© negoclations had then all the wiſhed-for ſucceſs. 
© Nor can it be ſaid, Sir, that we have entered in- 
© to that guaranty too ſoon, it was our own intereſt 
© to enter 1nto it as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe the pre- 
* ſerving of the Imperial dominions intire, is neceſſa- 
© ry for preſerving the balance of power in Europe: 
© If we had delayed entering into that guaranty till 
his Imperial Majeſty's death, it would then have 
© been too late, Europe would have been in flames, 
and the Auſtrian dominions divided before we could 
© have done any thing. There may be civil broils in 
© Germany upon the Emperor's death, without male 
© heirs, happen when it will; but ſurely the beſt 
© way of preventing it, 1s to have the affair fully 
© ſettled, and that ſettlement ſtrongly guarantied be- 
© fore the accident happens; thoſe who pretend to 
© any ſhare will then be cautious, and will not be 
ready to enter into any violent meaſures : And I 
* muſt ſay, Sir, that if the Imperial family were in 
any danger of being ruined or ſwallowed up by any 
D 3 * neigh- 
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© neighbouring power, we muſt engage in the reſcue, 
© let our circumſtances be at that time what they 
will; for if ſuch a ruin ſhould happen, our own 
would not be a great way off. This guaranty we 
C ought perhaps to have gone into ſooner, becauſe of 
the fatal conſequences that might have enſued, if 
© his Imperial Majeſty had dropt off in the mean 
time; but we could not agree to it till the Imperial 
court agreed to give ſatisfaction to Spain, with re- 
* ſpect to the dominions provided for Don Carlos in 
Iah, by the quadruple alliance; to the Dutch with 
* reſpect to the particular diſputes between the empire 
and them; and to the Dutch and us, with reſpect to 
* the Oftend Corapany : and all theſe his Majeſty, by 
* his wiſe and ſteady meaſures, has ar laſt procured. 
Sir, I ſay ſteady meaſures, and I believe it will 
appear that our meaſures have been as ſteady and 
uniform as thoſe of any court in * : Our aim 
vas to preſerve our own dominions abroad againſt 
the deſign laid for wreſting them from us; to pre- 
© ſerve our trade againſt the incroachment made up- 
aon it by the ſetting up of the tend company; and 
to preſerve the balance of power in Europe againſt 
any preſent or future attempts for overturning it, 
in order thereby to eſtabliſh, as far as is conſiſtent 
* with human prudence, the general tranquillity of 
* Europe, This aim was moſt ſteadily purſued thro? 
the various ſhapes which the affairs of Europe have 
taken within a few years paſt, and is now at laſt, 
in all human appearance, moſt mappi'y accom- 
* p.iſhed ; but it was neceſſary to eſtabliſh the pre- 
ſent tranquillity of Europe, before we could think 
of the future. We were engaged by the quadruple 
alliance, to ſee the Infant Don Carlos ſettled in the 
* ſucceſſion of the duchies of Tuſcany, Parma, and 


_ © Placentia ;, Spain could not be eaſy, nor could we 


* expect any ſincere friendſhip with them, till that 
* was fully and completely effectuated; nor could ei- 
t ther the Dutch or we be eaſy till we ſaw the Oſtend 
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* company abſolutely demoliſhed ; and as ſoon as 
* we got the preſent tranquillity ſettled by the Im- 
* perial court's agreeing to theſe two main points, 
* then we began to think of the future tranquillity of 
Europe; and in order to eſtabliſh that upon as ſolid 
© a foundation as the nature of the caſe will admit of, 
* we have agreed to the guaranty of the pragmatic 
© ſanfTion, | 8 

In all theſe tranſactions, the true intereſt of this 
nation has been moſt ſtrictly purſued, and never 
once departed from: The intereſt of this nation is 
connected with the general intereſt of Europe in 
preſerving the balance of power; and therefore it is 
the intereſt of this nation, as well as of almoſt every 
one of the other nations of Europe, to preſerve the 


dominions of the Auſtrian family intire and undi— 


* vided: I am ſure no man will ſay, but that it is 
© the intereſt of this nation, that the Duchies of 7. uſ- 
© cany, Parma and Placentia, ſhould never be in the 
© poſſeſſion of Germany, France or Spain: It is very 
plain, that it is the intereſt of this nation to have 
* the Eaſt-India trade from Oſtend demoliſhed ; and 
© it is as evident, that this nation 1s particularly te- 
© reſted in the preſerving of Gibraltar and Portmaben, 
© and at the ſame time in cultivating a good friend- 
* ſhip and correſpondence with Spa. In all theſe 
* caſes the intereſt of this nation 1s certainly moſt 
particularly concerned, and in every one of theſe 
© points we have obtained all that we could expect or 
* defirez and all this without any mean compliance 
© upon our part, or giving up any thing that we were 
before intitled unto ; upon the contrary, whenever 
any ſcheme was offered by any of our allies, which 
* had the leaſt appearance of being againſt the honour 
* or intereſt of this nation, any fort of concurrence 
* was abſolutely refuſed, and thereupon all ſuch 
© ſchemes have been dropt; how can it then be ſaid 
t that neither the honour nor the intereſt of this nation 
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© has been regarded in our negotiations abroad, or 
that we have complied with every one in their turn? 
In all this courſe of negotiations, there have been 


© many jarring intereſts to be reconciled, and many 


« difficulties to be ſurmounted, all which his Majeſty 
© has, by his wiſdom and good conduct, got over; 
© nor is there the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect, that in any 
© one meaſure the public faith has been violated, nor 
has any Power or Potentate any ground for ſuch a 
complaint; nay, there is not one that does ſo much 
as pretend to it. The only view that France had, 
© or at leaſt owned, was to preſerve the public tran- 
« quillity, and to ſee the terms of the quadruple alli- 
£ ance complied with: If theſe two points were 
© brought to 2 happy iilue, it was all that the French 
© had to demand; and as both are fully accompliſh- 
ed by the treaty of Vienna, the French court have 
no reaſon to complain, fo far otherwiſe, that they 
© have declared they are fully ſatisficd: And as for 
© our taking an alarm at the march of ſome of their 
© troops towards the coaſts of France, which lie op- 
C pom to England, it did not proceed from any jea- 
© louſy that ſubſiſts between the two nations, but on- 
ly from that prudent jealouſy which every nation 


© ought to have of all its neighbours, ſo far as to be 


© always upon its guard againſt every one of them; 
© upon that occaſion the French were as much a- 
« larmed upon our marching troops down towards 
© our coaſts next to them, as we were upon the march 
© of theirs. | | 
As in all treaties there are ſome points left to be 
© determined afterwards, according to the plan then 
laid down; ſo, Sir, by the treaty of Seville, the 
© Spaniards are to make full ſatisfaction and repara- 
© rion for any loſſes our merchants have ſuſtained by 
6 ay unjuſt ſeizures z but as the quantum of that loſs 
© could not then be determined, nor could it then 


© be determined what ſeizures were lawful, and what 
not, 
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not, therefore it was abſolutely neceſſary to leave 


that affair to be inquired into, and determined b 
2 © commiſſaries mutually appointed; and we have all 
* © the reafon in the world to expect, that we ſhall at 
* © laſt meet with a full ſatisfaction in that affair, tho? 
* © it has been hitherto retarded” by the negociations 
| © about public affairs of greater moment, which have 
occurred ſince the concluſion of the treaty. In all 
human affairs it is ſometimes neceſſary to have pa- 
t © tience, and to wait the courſe of things. Nations 
2 © muſt not, upon every little delay, or upon every 
2 © trifling diſpute, come to an open rupture, and in- 
2 © volve themſelves and their neighbours in war and 
|} © bloodſhed, for things which, with a little patience, 
might have been eaſily adjuſted, 


* I ſhould not, Sir, have troubled the houſe any 


- © farther, but that ſince compariſons have been going 
> © round, I hope I may have leave to make one in 
my turn; and J muſt ay, that our late affairs very 
much reſemble a ſet of honeſt quiet country peo- 
ple got into a country dance, who went through 
'} © their dance with a great deal of eaſe and alacrity, 
d © till a turbuleut noiſy fellow came in among them, 
who immediately forced himſelf into the dance, 
band made ſuch a noiſe, that ſuch a one was out, 


„ © and ſuch a one not right, ſuch a ſtep out of tune, 


} * and ſuch a turn not according to rule, that they 
(could not go on with their dance; but at laſt they 
2} © reſolved, and turned this troubleſome fellow out 
'} © of company, and then they all went on eaſily and 
2 © quietly as they had done before.” | 


Several other gentlemen ſpoke upon both ſides of 


the queſtion, 


At laſt the queſtion was put, Agree with the mo- 
tion or not ? Which was carried in the affirmative 


without any diviſion: And a committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up the addreſs, which they did, 


and the ſame was agreed to by the houſe, and is as 
tollows, vix. The 
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The humble Addreſs of — bouſe of Commons to the 


of your Majeſty's negotiations, 
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ng. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 8 I 

E your Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful | ' 
W ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your 
Majeſty our moſt humble thanks for your moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech from the throne. | 
© It is the higheſt ſatisfaction to your faithful! 
Commons, to ſee the general tranquillity of Eu- 
rope reſtored and re-eſtabliſhed by your Majeſty's | 
credit and influence, which reflects the greateſt | 
glory to the Britiſb crown, and of conſequence to 
the Britiſh nation; the honour and intereſt of 
which are always inſeparable, x 
* We are fully "perſuaded, that the treaties your 
Majeſty has enter*d into, were made with no other 
view than to preſerve the balance of power in Eu- 
rope, and ſecure the poſſeſſions of the crown off 
Great Britain, and all the rights and privileges we the 
are intitled to; and we acknowledge with grati- Þ' V 
tude your Majeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs, in pro- ſu. 
curing for us all theſe advantages, without the ex- 
pence and hazards of a war, 


your Majeſty laboured under in bringing this great 
and glorious work to ſo happy a concluſion, The 
many obſtacles arifing from various pretenſions and e 
jealouſies during the courſe of theſe tranſactions, “e 
unſurmountable as they have been thought, are by 
your Majeſty's ſteadineſs and prudence intirely re- 
moved; and at a time, when a wat ſeemed una- | © 
voidable, the ſettlement of the ſucceſſion of Don | it 
Carlos to the ſtates of Tuſcany and Parma has been Þ * 
1 accompliſhed, and the general tranquil- h 
ity of Europe preſerved by the weight and credit | 


Thus, 
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Thus has your Majeſty extricated, not only this 
nation, but all Europe, out of the uncertain ſtate 
2+ we for many years laboured under, and that by 
means moſt honourable to your Majeſty, conſiſtent 
with all former engagements, and without the leaſt 


injury to any prince or power in Europe. 

b And we humbly aſſure your Majeſty, that hav- 

ing the trueſt ſenſe of the many bleſſings we have 

| enjoyed during the courſe of your Majeſty's reign, 
* and how much our preſent happineſs is owing to 
your Paternal love and care for your people, we 

will, with the greateſt chearfulneſs, grant the ne- 


| ceſſary ſupplies tor the current ſervice of the year 


b 
: 
: 


and your Majeſty will always find ſuch returns of 
duty and gratitude from us, as the beſt of Kings 
may expect from the moſt loyal ſubjects, fully 


ie convinced that the only end of your Majeſty's au- 


ſpicious government, is the protection and proſpe- 


-* rity of your people.“ 


7 Which addreſs was preſented to his Majeſty by 
the houſe on the 15th of January, and his Majeſty 


2 was pleaſed to give the following moſt gracious an- 


ſwer. 


Gentlemen, 


43 


I Return you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- Kings 
dreſs. I make no doubt of the continuance of your awer. 


duty, affection and confidence in me; aud you will al- 
ways find that all my Views tend to the honour, inte- 
: reſt, and ſecurity of my crown and people. 


Upon the 18th of January the houſe of Commons 


came to a reſolution to grant a ſupply to his Maje- 


ſty ; and upon the 21ſt, the following eſtimates and 
accounts were (purſuant to their addreſſes or orders) 
laid before them, viz, 


An 


44 PARLIAMENTARY A. 132. 
ft eſti | 
Eſtimate An eftimate of the charge of the office of ord. 


the houſe, Nance for the year 1732. 

The ordinary eſtimate of his Majeſty's navy fo 
the year 1732. | 

An eſtimate of the debt of his Majeſty's navy, 2 
it ſtood on the 31ſt of December 1731. 

An account of the number of ſeamen employed 
in the ſervice of the royal navy from December 31, 
1730, to December 31, 1731, upon a medium 0 
each month, diſtinguiſhing what number were borne, 
and what muſtered in the ſaid ſervice. | 

A ſtate of the yearly revenue and expence « 
Greenwich hoſpital. 

An account ſhewing how the money granted laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament for Greenwich hoſpital had been 
diſpoſed of, 

All which were ordered to lie upon the table, to 
be peruſed by the members of the houſe. 

And next day the following eſtimates and account; 


were, purſuant to their orders, or by his Majeſty's 


command, laid before the houſe, viz. 
An account, ſhewing how the money given for 
the ſervice of the year 1731 had been diſpoſed oj, 
diſtinguiſhed under the ſeveral heads, until the 24th 
day of January 1731 ; and the part thereof remain- 

® See page ing unſatisfied, with the overplus thereupon, * 
47+ An account of what money had been ordered by 


the right honourable the Lords of the Treaſury, al 
received by the treaſurer of his Majeſty's navy, for 


any ſervices of the navy, from the 31ſt day of De. 
cember 1730, to the 31ſt day of December 1731. 
Eſtimate of the charge of the guards, garriſons, 
and other his Majeſty's land-forces in Great Britain 
for the year 1732. 
Eſtimate of the charge of his Majeſty's forces in 
_ the plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, for the year 
1732, 
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Eſtimate 
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32. Eſtimate of the charge of the out-penſioners of 
ors. Nee hoſpital for the year 1732. 

An account of the ſervices incurred Anno 1731, 
d not provided for by Parliament. 

Which eſtimates and accounts were ordered to lie 
pon the table, to be peruſed by the members. 

The ſame day, upon a report from the committee 


oyell the whole houſe for conſidering of the ſupply to 
31. granted to his Majeſty, the houſe came to the 
n oſ@llowing reſolutions, viz, 

Irne, 


a-ſervice for the year 1732, beginning from the 
rt day of January 1731. 

ad, That a ſum not exceeding four pounds per 
an per month, ſhould be allowed for maintaining 
efaid 8000 men for thirteen months, including the 
xanance for ſea-ſervice. 


al the laws in being for diſabling perſons from be- 
g choſen members of, or ſitting or voting in the 
Wouſe of Commons, who have any penſion during 
eaſure, or for any number of years, or any offices 
14in-MW1d in truſt for them; which was received and read 
brit time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time. 
Then the houſe upon a farther report from the 
ommittee of ſupply came to the following reſolu- 
ons, VIZ, 


if. That a ſum not exceeding 212,885. 75. 5d. 
ould be granted to his Majeſty for the ordinary of 
e navy (including half- pay for ſea-officers) for the 
ear 1732. 

24, That a ſum not exceeding 10, ooo J. ſhould be 
ranted to his Majeſty upon account towards the 
pport of the royal hoſpital at Greenwich, for the 

better 


45 


, That 8000 men ſhould be employed for the Refolutions. 


On the 25th, Mr. Sandys preſented to the houſe — 
cording to order) a bill for making more effec- “se. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1732. 


better maintaeance of the ſeamen of the ſaid hoſpi. 
tal, worn out or become decrepid in the ſervice o 
their country. 

3d. That a ſum not exceeding 82,71 J. 15.64 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for the charge of 
the office of ordnance for land ſervice for the year 
1732. 
4 That a ſum not exceeding 3376 J. 155. 94, 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the 
extraordinary expence of the office of ordnance fat 
land-ſervice not provided for by Parliament, 


"os e Boat hoan tho Ae onen for the Service of the Nar 1721, bath been die > 


104 
oo oo ooo g 890A οg-· vog 2IUEUPLO 10 
| | | pio 
| 2 7 AJAONVNduAuO 
oF o Fo FionL| Fo 10 Frog | —— 4 
| | *endjor] n. 
BED wy Ren 1 10 noddng N 
SD O- og 01 Avg-11epq 203 pur 
2 to To LOTT BR d 30 Lung — 104 
<L *$Y100J/[ EI a puzjnoy! 
| uo 10 30212y3 dufſſenprA 241 
00 00 een pur ham 130 — 2 
129 pur 8087er ON 
r a 7 7 „„ X AVN 
2q oi sure | pred sung 8SLINV IAO 
N *1£LZ1 *{renueſ 2 F 3q91 qitm paſriguſun Fumimuas 024294 $149 F 
D 293 puv *ItLs faenurſ % dop grbe aq jrgun S5pvorg 104902] 2q3 4apun pogſinBFurgfip ©/o 
6 og gavg I S vr aq fo ,s 293 Joſ uant8 Kaunpy 29g moq Furnagſ unos ug 


: poſo 


2 


* 


22 
— 
— 
+ A 


e fot 


2 
2) 


e 0 
year 


. 
Oo 


732. 
pi. 
Ce of 


: BE RG. ES ory „„ 8490 04 ww” 
- TEK. So. IH 3 — — 
5 | 
MN uod 
2 | | | igt 
oo Oo olg foo oo obrꝗg 00 00 oooge N nen- Anm ſun g jo Sn 
0 2y2 02 Apyqry sar auo 10 


*1EL1 xk am 203 ed s AH 
to 10 6Srifrz to 10 6$Srrbed4 my our uaye) ue 000TI 
| Jo u dx aq SuiAetop 104 
| ; 'IELT o 
2 ©1914129.4415) pu 240K FSUONIEL = 
tro go Sig6gl 10 go 88691 bk — 4, SuoNnL4e3 pur s 
s Ayaſeyy $194 guiupeꝛueu 104 
| ICI ounr $22103-pur] 1 
110 41 1 519 410 11 thug} nojrnard paeng 103 uνN G6oLLr 
3o Jay ay Jurkuyap 10 
819 1204 


o go gob1g g- pur · pur ooueupio 104 
| -u2menaeqg Aq 403 
90 to $1SS & papraoad ꝛ0du 4$2914a12j-pur] io 
9 . 7 | | $29uadxa Airupiornxo 104 
7 FRE © ĩ V [ 3M ©oþ 1 AONVNd AO 


pred oq 0z Suh pied sung ; | SINY ND 


| 


on on C£Ez6rili lor ons För 


PARLIAMENTARY 


2 


DEBATES 


A. 1732. 


2, 


00 oo T99z 


It $0 gr60t 


or $1 368119 


yo vo dg rd 


117 2 17 


pied sung 


60 Or Gogh1z1 


'ITLI qazrpy JO MISC qui uo 
to 174886 4*<6zLl1 ouupy <anp yew 2y1 zo 
A5u215gop ↄqꝛ poo oqru o.. 
8 A1IONAI14A4d 
—— $ *'rEL1 ivak 


oh 10 9141 somyhiiqy 9103 
-2q Way1 01 porte 219M Oy 
oo ger 4 pur <4rd-yrq J0 2vamyn14qeyo 2y1 
uodn poip se S2ULLEW pur 80010 
- puri zo $4220 poonpoi yory 


Jo SMOPIAL 23 03 suoꝗqued 104 (x3 


: 4 -1U2Wy1[42 q 
q 403 poplaoid 10U pus pain 
50 gr60t -Ur $291A19} pur S2QUadxo Aieup 
=1O0P11X3 [243A3j BUIKeajPp 104 
| 181 
ou *f2unreu pur $3510þ-pur 
s &yaſe]jy $14 3o £12210 paInpali 
oz Ard qe zo 3unoove war 
riidſofi - vaſſaqo 30 
aan 


® 8490104 
SLNVYS 


$1 88119 


DW -; . : by oO LIV Q 12 


o 
12 | [ 564 30 
pros 211 uo yu duꝗ joluedwoy 
© © ooo o © ooool 4, jehoy u 01 3uBuopq 
| { $102 Wa[naj pus $1103 g/e2:14g q 


O JIUEUAI 1 BM 
9 9 ESSgfff i g ESSgEf | mm 3 ui od sp. 
| | os +: erbte 4 9 onght Soi o 01. 

11 


rollt *a2urupio = OT, 
lenqjou 

o © oooor m4 OT. 

© © o0009'7 Aru q ON, 

| (za) ol o] 1ue:3 ↄq 30 
| | | 45uanyap 2y2 poo# ayew oY 

IELT 


11 + E£$£6E } 5924728 qa Ve puny ſriouad ay 30 
45uayep 2y1 pood ayew . 
'IELT glg JO Gr qi 
| rb 8 T1014 j uo 671 o] x- puri aq 30 
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Upon the 26th day of January, the houſe of 
Commons went upon the great buſineſs of the day, 
and reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 


houſe, to conſider farther of the ſupply granted to 
his Majeſty, 


As ſoon as the houſe was reſolved into this com- 


of forces, mittee, Sir William Strickland, ſecretary at war, 


moved, That the number of effective men to be 
provided for guards and garriſons in Great Britain, 
© and for Guernſey and ferſey for the year 1732, 
© ſhould be (including 1815 invalids, and 555 men, 
© which the ſix independent companies conſiſt of for 
© the ſervice of the Highlands) 17, 09 men, com- 
© miſſion and non-commiſſion officers included. Sir 
© William ſupported this motion by a ſhort Speech, 
in which he ſhewed, that though the public tran- 
« quillity was happily and fully eſtabliſhed, yet it 
* was neceſſary for us to keep up at leaſt the number 
© of troops he had propoſed, till we ſhould ſee how 
* thoſe meaſures by which the public tranquillity 
© had been eſtabliſhed, ſhould be approved of by 
© the other Powers of Europe, who had not then de- 
© clared their ſentiments upon that ſubject. 


Movion fr After him, Watkin Williams Wynne ſtood up, and 
feeuang having ſhewed, how dangerous it was to the liber- 


© ties of this nation, to keep up-a numerous ſtand- 
ing army in time of peace; he moved, that the 
number ſhould be reduced to 12, o00 effective 
© men.” f 


— 


len. Then the Lord Harvey ſpoke as follows: © Sir, 
ve's ſpeech. c though the peace and tra\iquillity of this nation, 


both abroad and at home, be now by his Majeſty's 
* wiſe conduct eſtabliſhed, in all probability, up- 
* on a firm and lailing foundation, yet a wiſe peo- 
© ple ought always to be upon their guard againſt 
the worlt that may happen. The public — 
; ; > both 


* 5 3 
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© both abroad and at home depends upon the views 


* and inclinations of men ; and we know by expe- 


© rience, that nothing is more fickle and variable : 


© we ought not therefore to do any thing that may 
© turn the inclinations of our enemies towards diſ- 


* © turbing us, or that may give them any views of 
* © ſucceſs in any ſuch attempts: the only method to 
: prevent their having any ſuch inclinations, or con- 
* * ceiving any ſuch hopes, is to keep up a good army 
* © of regular forces. The number moved for, is, in 
my opinion, the leaſt that can be thought of by 
any man who has a true regard for the quiet and 
| © proſperity of this nation, and for the preſervation 
' © of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in his Majeſt 
Iluſtrious family. 


y's moſt il- 


Every man knows, Sir, and every man ought 


to reflect upon it with concern, that we never did 


vyet reduce our army, but what that reduction was 


the occaſion of ſome plot or machination againſt 


© us. Did not the ſmall number of our forces in the 
5 beginning of his late Majeſty's reign, ſpirit up and 


| © encourage that wicked and unnatural rebellion that 


* was raiſed againſt him? After that inſurrection was 
* happily quelled, we made a reduction of our ar- 
* my : What were the conſequences ? The army was 
no ſooner reduced, but our enemies began to think 
© of taking advantage of it; we were not only threa- 
© tened with a new inſurrection at home, but likewiſe 
© with an invaſion from Spain, By good manage» 
ment and good luck, their attempts were fruſtra- 
ted, their hopes were rendered abortive z and when 


ve found ourſelves quiet and eaſy, we again redu- 


© ced our army, This reduction revived again the 
hopes of our enemies, they began again to plot and 


d © to cabal againſt us, under the management, and 


© by the advice of the late Biſhop of Rocheſter ; but 
© their ſchemes were defeated by a timely and ſeaſon- 
* able diſcovery, and the wicked authors ſuffered the 

E 4 © moſt 
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_ © moſt moderate puniſhment that the juſtice of the 


© neſs; as long as we have a good and a brave army 


Mr. Phe 
mor'sſpeech, 


© nation could inflict. 


Though every thing be at preſent quiet and ea- 0 
« ſy, yet we muſt not imagine that we have no ene- 


mies, or that they have loſt their former watchful- 


© for our ſupport, they know they dare not break 
© out into any open acts of violence: But the many 
< ſcandalous and ſeditious libels that are every day 
* publiſhed againſt the government, and the many 


< {cribblers that are employed to vilify and aſperſe 
his Majeſty and his adminiſtration, and to ſow diſ- 
* affeftion and diſcontent among the people, is an 
evident ſign that we have as yet many enemies, 
even within our boſom, who would probably think Þ 
© of making uſe of other weapons than the pen, if 
ve ſhould be ſo unwiſe as to afford them the leaſt Þ 
© hopes of ſucceſs, by making a great reduction in 


our army; and therefore I am for continuing the 


* army for this year at leaſt upon the footing that | 


* was firſt propoſed.? 


Mr. Plumer ſaid, © That the moſt weighty ar- Þ 


© gument made uſe of by the honourable member 


© who ſpoke laſt, ſeemed to be, that there was a | 


great number of ſcribblers employed to write a- 


« gainft the government; but for his part, he could 


© not ſee why that was a ſufficient reaſon for keeping 
up a ſtanding army of ſoldiers. If ſcribbling gave 


© the government any uneaſineſs, or made them Þ 


© dream of danger, he thought the beſt way would 


© be to employ an army of ſcribblers to defend them; 
© for he did not doubt but a ſufficient number of 


* ſuch might be found, who would liſt upon that 


© ſide where they expected they could make the moſt 
© advantage,” | 


Sir 
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Sir William Jonge then ſpoke to the effect as fol. Sir Fillium 
2 p . = onges 
© lows: Mr. Speaker, the queſtion now before us 
not an 
loſs of our libertiesz we are not to ſuppoſe, we 
( cannot ſuppoſe that his Majeſty is to employ the 


forces we are to keep on foot in any illegal way, 
. 


1 
9 C 


way relating to the preſervation or the 


or that he is to make uſe of them, or of any other 
means to incroach upon the liberties of our country. 
We have had ſufficient experience of his Majeſty's 
wiſdom and goodneſs not to entertain the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion of any ſuch deſign; all that his Majeſty 
wants is, that we will take care to keep up a Par- 
liamentary force ſufficient for enabling him to re- 
pel any attack that may be made upon our coun- 
try, or upon our conſtitution. His Majeſty defires 
nothing but what may be neceſſary for preſerving 
us in the happy and quiet ſtate in which we are at 
preſent, and for continuing and 8 the free 
enjoyment of thoſe liberties and privileges for which 
he has always ſhewn ſo great a regard: While 
this 1s the uſe that is to be made of our ſtanding 
army, I cannot think thar the number propoſed 
is at all too large, and if any other uſe were to be 
made of them, I hope I ſhould be as ready as a- 
ny man in this houſe to oppoſe any ſuch meaſures : 
but as long as the continuance of the army depends 
upon the reſolutions of Parliament from year to 
year; there is, I think, no danger of any ſuch 
meaſures being entered upon, or even ſo much as 
thought of, The Parliament will always have it 
in their power to put a ſtop to ſuch meaſures in 
their infancy, and long before they can be made 


effectual, or ſo much as brought to any maturity 
and I hope it never will be imagined, that the 
Parliament will join in any meaſures for enſlaving 
the people. | 

Ihe preſent queſtion is not whether we ſhall e- 


8 © ſtabliſh a ſtanding army to continue for ever, or 
ir 


for 


ſpeech, 
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© for any term of years: It is only about continuing 
© the number now propoſed for one year longer, 
© till we ſee how the treaties we have lately made are 
© reliſhed by ſome foreign powers; if they ſhould 
© happen not to approve of the meaſures we have ta- 
© ken for eſtabliſhing the general good and tranquil- 
© lity of Europe, our keeping up of our ſtanding ar- 
© my will prevent them from taking any meaſures 
© for diſturbing that peace and tranquillity ſo lately 
© ſettled and eſtabliſhed ; as long as they find that we 
© are in acapacity to compel their conſent, they will 
© at leaſt diſſemble and conceal their diſlike, If at 
© the expiration of the enſuing year we find, that all 
© the other powers of Europe are quiet and eaſy ; if 
© we then find that they are willing to reſt ſatisfied 
with thoſe meaſures that have been agreed upon, 
© we may then leſſen the number of our forces if we 
© think fit, and one year's expence of maintaining 5 
© or 6000 men, is buta trifle in compariſon with the 
* Joſs this nation may ſuſtain, by expoſing Europe and 
© itſelf to the danger of a new war. 
© It is well known, Sir, how fatal it was to Eu- 
© rope, how fatal it was to this nation in particular, 
the disbanding of our army after the peace of Ry/- 
© wick; King William had too much wiſdom and — 
0 


| © netration not to foreſee the conſequences o 


© wrong a ſtep, and therefore he oppoſed it with all 


his might; but his well-founded reaſons could not 


prevail againſt the ſpirit of that faction and party, 
* which was ſo troubleſome to him during his whole 
* reign, and prevented this nation's reaping all thoſe 
* advantages 1t might have done from his prudent ad- 
* miniſtration. After this miſchievous reſolution was 
carried againſt him, and the brave army which he 
* had been at ſo much pains to diſcipline and train 
* up, was in purſuance thereof disbanded, he ſaw 
* himſelf in no condition to oppoſe or prevent the 
* French King's taking poſſeſſion of the whole * 
| | dom 
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dom of Spain, upon the demiſe of the King, 
© who was even at that time in ſo lingering a condi- 
tion, that his death was every day expected, which 


made the reſolution for disbanding our army at fo 
© © critical a juncture the more ridiculous z therefore 
King Milliam found himſelf under a ſort of neceſ- 
- © ſity of entering into the partition treaty, which was 
- * afterwards ſo much cenſured in this houſe, and was 
certainly a treaty that he never would have agreed 
c * to, but only that he thought it was neceſſary to 
give the French a ſmall part of the Spaniſh domi- 
ions, in order to prevent their getting hold of the 
© © whole. 


© We have ſeen, Sir, the good effects of agree- 


ing with his Majeſty in the meaſures he propoſed 
for bringing about the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
peace and tranquillity of Europe; I am perſuaded 
* © that the continuing of the Heſian troops in our pay 
vas one of the principal cauſes of the ſucceſs of 
| © his Majeſty's negotiations, and I think the event 
* has juſtified me and every one who agreed with his 
: © Majeſty in that meaſure : As I was then of opini- 
on, that the continuing of the Heſſian troops in our 
| © pay was abſolutely neceſſary for bringing about 
| © thoſe good ends which have been thereby effectu- 
| *ated; ſonow Iam of opinion, that the keeping up 
* the number of our own forces propoſed, is a mea- 
| © ſure that is abſolutely neceſſary for preſerving that 
* * tranquillity which is but juſt eſtabliſhed. 


But if there were no fears from abroad, if there 


were no danger of any foreign power's attempting 
: © to diſturb the tranquillity of Europe, yet the pre- 


© ſervation even of our own liberties, and of the Pro- 


* teftant ſucceſſion, make it neceſſary to continue the 


whole number pany of our own troops in our 
am 


pay: for tho very far from thinking, that 
* the generality, or that the greateſt part of the peo- 


ꝓqle are diſaffected, becauſe I always reckon that the 


affection of the people is to be meatured by the af 


fection 
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© feftion of their repreſentatives in Parliament, yet 
I am ſorry to ſay, that there is ſtill a ſpirit of Ja- 


cobitiſm in the country; though it be at preſent 
* dormant, it is not quite extinguiſhed, as may ap- 
: from the treatment lately given to a petition 
for erecting the ſtatue of King William, that great 
King, who had delivered us from ſo many evils, 
and who had prevented our falling into the moſt 
abject ſlavery that ever a people were brought in- 
to; yet a petition for erecting a ſtatue in memory 


could not be given by any but thoſe who are moſt 
enthuſiaſtically led by the evil ſpirit; and while 
there are any great remains of that fpirit in the 
country, the government never can be ſafe, nor 
can the peace or quiet of the nation be ſecured, 
without keeping up ſuch a number of regular forces 
as may deprive ſuch people of all hopes of ſucceſs. 
For which reaſons, Sir, I ſhall give my vote for 
keeping up the number of forces propoſed.” 
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Sir William Wyndham ſpoke as follows: Sir, It 
has always been look'd on as contrary to the con- 
© ſtitution, and inconſiſtent with the liberties of this 
© country, to keep up a ſtanding army in time of 
peace. This is a maxim that has been handed down 
* to us from our forefathers, and 1s certainly as true 
a maxim as any that ever was, or ever can be laid 
* down for the preſervation of our happy conſtitu- 


tion. His Majefty has been moſt graciouſly plea- Þ 


ſed to aſſure us from the throne, That the expecta- 
tions he had given us from time to time of ſeeing 
© the general tranquillity of Europe reſtored and eſta- 
< bliſhed, are now fully anſwered. What have we 
© more to expect? Do we hope ever to fee a time 
© when all the powers of Europe will be, even to 


© outward 1 ſo fully ſatisfied and pleaſed, þ 


of this glorious King, met with ſuch contempt, as 
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that no jealouſies, no private animoſities will ſeem to 
x remain ; $ 
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remain? The hope is vain, the thing is impoſſible, 
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for thoſe very meaſures which make one eaſy, will 
always give ſome meaſures of diſquiet to ano- 
ther ; beſides, the ambition of princes is ſuch, that 
no general ſatisfaction can be expected, nor can a 


profound tranquillity be hoped for to remain for 


any time without ſome diſturbance. Either now is 
a proper time for us.to reduce a part of our army, 


muſt always be obliged to be at the expence of 
maintaining a numerous regular army, and lie ex- 
poſed to have its liberties and privileges trampled 
upon by the means of that army, whenever we 
ſhali have a King weak or ambitious enough, 
or a miniſtry wicked enough to engage in ſuch 
meaſures, 


C 
C 
- 
c 
c 
c 
c 
t 
- © or ſuch a time will never happen, and this nation 
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A much leſs number than we have at preſent, 


have been found ſufficient to guard us both againſt 
invaſions from abroad and inſurrections at home, 
even in the time of open war. During the whole 
* courſe of the long wars we had in the reigns both of 
* King William and Queen Anne, a body of 6 or 
1 oe men was thought all that was requiſite to be 
* kept in this nation, for guarding us againſt all the 
© attempts of our enemies foreign or domeſtic ; and 
this ſmall body of men, with the affections of the 
people, appeared to be ſo ſufficient for the purpoſe 
* deſigned, that the united powers of France and 
Spain never durſt venture to make an invaſion up- 
on us; nay, they never ſo much as attempted it 
but once, and then they did it in ſuch a faint 
manner, as ſhewed they were afraid of the ſucceſs 
of what they were going about: Yet every one 
© knows what an Advantage it would have then 
© been to the French cauſe, if they could have 
— 


made a diverſion by landing a body of troops in 
this Iſland. 


4 After 
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After the peace of Ryſwick, the Parliament was 
then ſo jealous of their liberties, and ſo much a- 
« fraid of introducing the dangerous cuſtom of keep. 
© ing up a ſtanding army in time of peace, that they 
got the army disbanded immediately after the peace 
vas concluded, and they certainly did right in do- 
ing ſo. There were no fatal conſequences from thence Þ. 
© enſued, nor could the disbanding of our army give 
the leaſt occaſion to the partition treaty : Spain was 
then in a manner our own, they were upon our 
< ſide, and were heartily engaged, or would have]! 
© engaged in any tolerable meaſures for roomy 1 
Il, or of a- 

© ny part of their territories; but by that pernicious 
< treaty, Which was, even before the concluſion of it, 
and before the fatal effects it produced were felt, 
« ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by ſome of our own miniſters, Þ 
and was afterwards ſo juſtly cenſured in Parliament, 
< the Spaniards were forced to throw themſelves in- 
to the arms of France; they were obliged to accept 
of the protection of France, in order to prevent 
their monarchy from being rent and torn to pieces, 
in purſuance of that ridiculous ſcheme agreed upon 
by the treaty of partition. Yet notwithſtanding of 
this falſe ſtep, by which we loſt the whole monarchy Þ 
© of Spain, we loſt nothing by having disbanded our 
army; for immediately upon the war's breaking out 
« afreſh, we, in conjunction with our allies, not only 
© raiſed ſuch an army as would have been ſufficient to 
© have defended Spain, but was found to be an over- Þ 
match for the joint powers of France and Spain, aſſiſt· Þ 
ed by their new ally the Duke of Bavaria, whom we 
© had likewiſe diſobliged, and thrown into the ſcale Þ 
* againſt us by the ſecond partition treaty. And con- 
© fidering the great ſucceſs of our arms in this laſt Þ 
war, and the ſmall number of regular forces we 
© had in pay before it broke out; I think we may 
from thence moſt certainly conclude, that there ne- 
© ver can be any neceſſity, or really ſo much as a 
5 « pretence Þ 


< the French King's taking poſſeſſion of a 
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© pretence for keeping up ſuch a numerous ſtanding 
army in time of peace, as we have at preſent in 
the iſland of Great Britain alone. 

Sir, The brave and the bold ſpirit which the 
© Britiſh ſubjects naturally have, is well known; our 
enemies have often felt it to their coſt ; I hope the 
« ſame ſpirit {till remains, I hope we have men enow 
© in Britain who have reſolution to defend them- 
« ſelves againſt any invaſion whatever, though there 


© © were not ſo much as one red-coat in the whole king- 


dom. It is upon the bravery of our ſubjects, upon 


4 the natural courage of our men, that we _ 
- © principally to depend for the protection and ſafety 


- © of our country againſt a foreign enemy: By truſt- 
ling to this, we have continued for many years to 
- © be a happy and a free people, and as ſoon as we 
begin to put our truſt in any thingelſe, our happi- 
 * neſs and our liberty will be at an end, and a ſtate 


* © of miſery and ſlavery muſt ſoon after enſue. 


As to the diſaffection that is pretended to be in 


= © the country, it is nothing but a pretence, and it will 
always be a pretence : I hope, Sir, it is ſo inconſi- 
dderable, that our ordinary civil officers are ſufficient 
4 © to ſeize, and our common goals capable to hold all 
t the diſaffected in the kingdom: But I muſt ſay, 
- $* that the continuing of a ſtanding army even from 


year to year will certainly make the diſaffection in- 


* * creaſe, and will make it ſpread through all the 
* © parts of the kingdom; the people never can be 
: © eaſy under the load of taxes, and the many oppreſ- 
ions which always are, and always muſt be the 

| © conſequences of keeping up a numerous ſtanding 


army in any country. Our people are naturally 
| © jealous of their liberties; the continuing of the army 


© thus from year to year, will make them conclude, 
that they are never to be relieved therefrom by Par- 


' <liament z this may make them deſpair of preſerv- 
- © ing their liberty by any peaceable method, and 


may 


Mr, Pel- 
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may make them engage againſt one another in a 
cruel civil war, for the preſervation of thoſe li- 
berties which they judge to be in imminent dan- 
ger: Theſe may be the conſequences, but woe be 
to thoſe men who adviſe ſuch meaſures, as may 
produce ſuch fatal effects! I wiſh that neither God 
nor man may ever pardon the authors of ſo much 
miſery ! 

We have heard much, Sir, of the diſtinction 
between a ſtanding army and a Parliamentary ar- 
my; for my part, I can ſee no difference; a 
ſtanding army 1s a ſtanding army, let it be autho- 
riſed by Parliament or no; the people may meet 
with the ſame oppreſſions from both, and both 
muſt be maintained at the people's expence. I 
join with the worthy member who ſpoke laſt, in o- 
pinion, that the affections of the people ought to 
be meaſured by the affections of their repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament; it has always been ſo hither- 
to: The ſubjects, when they ſuſpected that the 
crown was making any incroachments upon their 
liberties, always pleaſed themſelves with the 
thoughts, that they would find a ſure redreſs from 
their repreſentatives aſſembled in Parliament; up- 
on them they always depended for a certain re- 
medy for all their real or even imaginary wrongs: 
but if this houſe ſhall thus, from year to year, a- 
gree to the continuance of a ſtanding army, I am 
afraid this will no longer continue to be a rule for 
meaſuring the people's affections: The people will 
begin to look upon us, not as their repreſentatives, 
or as the guardians of their liberties, but as the 
inſignificant tools of a court, and the hireling ſup- 
porters of an adminiſtration.* 


Mr. Pelham ſaid, That as long as the army was 
regularly paid, and ſtrict diſcipline kept up, he 
did not believe that the people could meet with 


any injuſtice from them; and as long as they were 
© ſubject 
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ſubject to be reduced or disbanded by the Parlia- 


ment, whenever it was thought convenient, they s 
© never could be employed againſt the liberties and | 
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© privileges of the ſubject ; therefore he did nat be- 
© lieve that the ſmall number now propolæd could 
© ever raiſe any diſcontent or jealouſy in the minds 
© of the people: But he joined heartily with the ho- 
© © nourable member who {poke laſt, in wiſhing, that 
n | neither God nor man might ever forgive thoſe who 
-. © * were or ſhould be the occaſion of our being obliged 
a © © to fight for our liberties ; yet the caſe, lic ſaid, nad 
= © happened; we had been obliged to fight for our 
et © * liberties, and every thing that was dear to us; and 
ch yet notwithſtanding, many of thoſe who had been 
I © * principally the occaſion thereof, had been iorgiven 
o- © * at leaſt by man.“ 
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to 
a- Mr. Barnard ſaid, * That he could not agree to . Bae 
r. * the continuing of the army upon the footing pro 7's 


he © © poſed, becauſe we had been aſſured by his Ma. * 
ir © © jeſty, that there was a profound tranquillity a- 
he broad; and if there was any party at home againſt 
m | © the Proteftant ſucceſſion, he was convinced it was 
p- ſo inſignificant, that it was not worth taking notice 
e- of. That the ſetting up, or not ſetting up King 
: Milliam's ſtatus, could be no argument for proving 
a- « that there was a ſpirit of Jacobitiſin in the country: 
m for his part, he wiſhed that the propoſal had been 
or agreed to, and that the ſtatue had been ſet up; but 
in he was ſure that the late oppoſition that was made 
es, to it, and the refuſing to {et it up in the place pro- 
he poſed, did not proceed from any di ſaffection to the 
p- government, or from any diſlike of the revolution; 
there were many other reaſons to be aſſigned for 
© that refuſal, which by the generality of the people, 
yas who were concerned in that matter, were thought 
he to be of weight enough ro make them give their 
ith [© negative at that time.” 
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Mr. Atte. Mr. Attorney General. Sir, It is certainly the 
ch. intereſt of this nation to render itſelf as conſider- 
* able as poſſible among its neighbours; for the 
« oreater opinion they have of our ſtrength and 

© power, the leſs apt they will be to undertake any 

c expeditions or invaſions againſt us, and the more 

« eaſy it will be for us to obtain from them any ad- 

© vantages or immunities which we may think ne- 

© ceſſary for improving the trade, and increaſing the 

© riches of the kingdom. There is nothing contri- 

© butes more to the power and ſtrength of a people 
© than unanimity and concord among themſelves : A 
factious divided people are never able to do much 
good to themſelves or their friends, nor any great 
injury to their enemies and rivals. The only thing 

© then that can make this nation conſiderable in the 
eyes of foreigners, is, a hearty union and agree- 
ment between his Majeſty and his Parliament; 
© this it is that has produced that happy tranquillity 

* which we now enjoy, and which by our influence 
has been communicated to the reſt of Europe, and 
in a manner forced upon ſome of the Princes there- 

* of: fome of them had inclination enough to have 

- © raiſed commotions, and to have diſturbed the peace 
and quiet of their neighbours, but they durſt not 


venture upon it, when they found the King of? 


© Great Britain and his Parliament would join hear- 
* tily- in the ſame meaſures againſt them. It may 
be ſuppoſed that the ſame inclinations ſtil] remain, 
* they only watch for an opportunity to follow 
them; the leaſt diſagreement between his Majeſty 
© and his Parliament will afford them what they 
* with, what they long for, and thereupon the flame: 


* of war will break out afreſh: For preſerving Þ 
therefore the tranquillity, which by our influence 
has been eſtabliſhed, it is neceſſary to continue the 
means by which we have been able to —_— ; 
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© ſo good a deſign, for which reaſon I am againſt 
« diſagreeing with what has been propoſed.” 


07 


Mr. Plumer, Sir, If I thought that the con- — Plu- 


© tinuing the number of forces propoſed, were ne. 
ceſſary for preſerving the public tranquillity, either 
* at home or abroad, or for any other good end 
whatever, I ſhould ] Join molt heartily in the pro- 
* poſal. It 1s certain that the continuing of ſo great 
an army, in time of a profound peace, may be of 
dangerous conſequence to our conſtitution ; and it 
© always muſt be oppreſſive as well as burdenſome to 
the people; therefore nothing but an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity ought to prevail upon us to continue a ſtand- 
ing army, From paſt times we may be able to 
form a judgment of the preſent; from what has 
happened heretofore we may judge, whether there 
be at prelent any abſolute neceſſity for keeping up 
ſuch a number of regular forces. During the whole 
* time of the late war, in the reign of Queen Anne, 
there were but 6 or 7000 men of regular forces kept 
in this kingdom, and theſe were found ſufficient, 
though the Pretender was then openly entertained 
* at the French court, and was but a few days jour- 
*ney diſtant from us: Tt was then much caſicr to 
* carry on a correſpondence between him and his 
* friends in this country, than at preſent, and it muſt 
be ſuppoled that he had more of them then, than 
* he has now; for by the very nature of things they 
muſt be daily decrealigg, and will at laſt wear quite 
out, if wrong meaſurcs at home do not prevent 
ic: yet notwithſtanding the ſmall number of 
forces then Kept 1 in the kingdom, they were never 
* able to give the government any great diſturbance 
© or uncaſineſs. I herefore 1 mult conclude, that for 
: * preventing any attempts from the Pretender or h1s 
* party in this Kingdom, a greater number is now 
not abfolutely neceſſary, but is really quite unne- 
ceſſary and ſupcriluous. 
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* As ſoon as that war was at an end, our troops 
were immediately disbanded, and the army redu- 
© ced to about 6000 ſome odd hundred men; it was 
© not then pretended, that it was neceſſary to keep 
our army on foot till it ſhould be feen how the 
© treaty we had made ſhould be reliſhed by foreign 
powers, or that there was any danger of the war's 
breaking out afreſh in caſe we ſhould, for the 
* ſafety of our conſtitution, and the eaſe of our peo- 
ple, disband our regular forces. Yet I have fo 
© oreat a reſpect for her Majcſty's memory, that I 
© cannot believe ſhe had any views of favouring the 
© Pretender, or his intereſt, either at home or abroad; 
© and with this ſmall number of regular forces at 


home, we found, that not only the general tran- 


© quillity of Europe was preſerved, but, upon the 
Queen's demiſe, the Proteſtant ſucceſſion took 
place, without the leaſt diſturbance or oppoſition. 
There was, it is true, a rebellion broke out ſome 
* time after, and thereupon the army was augment- 
ed, but that rebellion was cruſhed even before the 
* augmentation was made; the ſix or feven thouſand 
troops we had in our pay at home, were, we found, 


ſufficient for ſuppreſſing that inſurrection; and not- 


* withſtanding of this ſmall number of forces we had 
on foot, and this inſurrection that was at the ſame 
time raiſed againft his late Majeſty, yet we find 
© that none of the powers abroad ever offered either 
* to diſturb us or any of their neighbours. Thus 
© we find that in former times, and that very lately 
too, the public tranquillity has been preſerved 
© both abroad and at home, by a little more than 
* one third of the regular forces now propoled to be 
kept on foot: For what end then can ſuch a num- 
ber be propoſed, or for what reaſon ſhould we a- 
* gree to it? For my part I can find none, but very 
ſtrong reaſons for oppoſing it as much as lies in 


* my power, 
] muſt 
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] muſt ſay, Sir, that it is not to the diminution 
© or reduction of our regular forces that any attempts 
© againſt us ever were, or ever can be owing; ſuch 
attempts, either by invaſions or inſurrections, muſt 
always ariſe from our government's purſuing mea- 
« ſures, by which diſaffection and diſcontent are ſow- 
ed among the people. When the people are gene- 
rally diſaffected, the malecontents will gather con- 
fidence from their numbers, and our neighbours 
will, upon every occaſion, be ready to invade us, 


when they are ſure of meeting with a powerful 
| © ſupport and aſſiſtance from the people themſelves. 
There is no one meaſure more apt to Ipread a ge- 


* neral diſaffection among the people than that of 


| * keeping up a numerous ſtanding army; this was 


* one of the principal things that ruined the late 


King James, and alienated from him the people's 
- © affections, almoſt to a man: He had to truſt to 


* even a more numerous army than at preſent de- 


' © manded ; but what was the conſequence ? That ar- 


* my was ſo far from ſecuring him againſt the gene- 
ral diſcontent of the people, that they themſelves, 
like honeſt men as they were, joined in the general 
defection, and contributed to the overthrow of the 
man who unjuſtly put his whole truſt and confidence 
in them. I hope, Sir, that the Exgliſb armies will 
always behave ſo; I hope they will always be ſo 
faithful to their country, as to forſake the man who 
© has a mind to enſlave it; but this is not to be de- 
* pended on: However, the example ſhews, that an 
army breeds diſaffeftion among the people, and 
* that even an army cannot be n epended on 
by that King, who by putting his whole confi- 
dence in them, has incurred the diſpleaſure of the 
people. Therefore, from the ſincere affection I 
have for the preſent eſtabliſhment, I muſt be againſt 
continuing Ech a great number of regular forces in 
this kingdom.“ 
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MH. Mr. E. Walpole. * Sir, I am ſorry to hear a pa- 
fals s fecch. c rallel drawn by any member of this houſe, between 


© the army kept up by the late King 7ames, and the 
army intended to be kept up at preſent. King 
© Zames's army was raiſed againſt law, was main- 
* tained againſt the conſent of the people, and was 
© employed in overturning the liberties of the = 
© ple: The preſent queſtion is about an army which 
© is to be kept up according to law, and by and with 
the conſent and approbation of the people. If we 
look into the petition of right itſelf, what does it 
* ſay? That an army raiſed or kept up, without 
* conſent of Parliament, 1s contrary to the conſtitu- 
tion; but it was never ſaid, that an army kept up 
by conſent of Parliament is illegal, or any way con- 
© trary to our happy conſtitution : in this reſpect, 
* therefore, no parallel can be drawn between the 
© preſent army, which is to be kept up only by con- 
« ſeat of the people, and maintained by them, and 
* thatarmy which was raiſed and maintained by King 
FJames himſelf, and was fo far from being with the 
* concurrence or conſent of the people, that it was to 
be employed againſt them; and I am perſuaded, 
© that no man here ſuſpects, that the preſent army is 
* to be employed in any ſuch manner. 

I really believe, Sir, and I hope J am right, that 
© there is but very little diſſatisfaction in the nation, 
and that the Jacobite party is now become very 
* inconſiderable z but ſtill that party is not to be ri- 
* diculed and made a joke of: We are not ſo much 
to deſpiſe all Wires that may be made by them, 
as not to take any meaſures to provide ourſelves a- 
* gainſt them; ſuch a ſecurity is the beſt thing they 
* can with for, they would be glad to be deſpiſed in 
* ſuch a manner. Gentlemen may ſay what they 
will, of the little conſequence of any endeavours 
* that have been, or may be uſed by them; but the 
late rebellion is a certain teſtimony that they are 
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not to be too much deſpiſed. The fate of the 
kingdom was, at that time, brought even to the 
« deciſion of a day, and if the rebels had been ſuc- 
© ceſsful but at Preſton, I do not know what might 
© have been the conſequences; I dread to think of 
them: But let them have been never ſo fatal, if 
the liberties of this nation had been overthrown by 
the ſucceſs of thoſe rebels, it would have been in- 
* tirely owing to our having ſo few regular forces 
© on foot at that time. We have eſcaped that 
danger, but do not let us expoſe ourſelves every 
day to ſuch dangers for the future, which muſt be 
© the neceſſary conſequence of reducing any part of 
the ſmall army now on foot, and deſired to be con- 
« tinued. 

A parliamentary army never yet did any harm to 
© this nation, but reductions of that army have often 
been fatal, I have been aſſured by a miniſter of 
very great conſequence at the court of France, that 
* the reducing of our army after the peace of Ry/- 
* wick, very much encouraged the court of France 
© to take ſuch meaſures, and to make ſuch bold ſteps 
© as they afterwards did. They would have been 
more cautious if we had kept ourſelves in a capa- 
city of pouring in a numerous army upon them, 
© but they ſaw that we had put it out of car power 
and therefore they deſpiſed us. The reduction 
* of the army after the treaty of Utrecht had not, 
© by good luck, all the ill conſequences that were 
* deſigned, but the reduction was certainly made 
with no good intent, I have a good enough opi- 
nion of the late Queen, ſhe had not perhaps any ill 
© intentions, but I am convinced that her miniſters 
© had laid a ſcheme for overturning the Proteſtant 
* ſucceſſion, and they had no other way of execut- 
ing this ſcheme, but by getting free of all thoſe 
brave officers and ſoldiers who had ſerved their 
country ſo faithfully in the late wars; this was 
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© what made the army be reduced at that time fo 
© low as it was: The miniſters knew that thoſe ho- 
© neſt officers would nat ſerve them in the execution 
© of their deſtructive ſchemes, but they took a care 
to ſupply their place by a body of above 6000 
men, who were privately kept in pay, and main- 
© tained under the cglour of Chelſea hoſpital ; and 
the conſequence ſhewed what ſort of men thoſe 
© new troops were, for almoſt every man of them 
appeared in arms in the late rebellion againſt the 
* government. We have heard the treaty of Utrecht 
upon which this reduction was made, applauded 
by ſome; whether it deſerves any ſuch applauſe I 
do not know, but I am certain that ſince that time 
© we have been obliged to enter into ſeparate trea- 
© ties and negociations almoſt with every Power in 
* Europe, for amending or explaining the blunders 
© of that treaty : and if we are now right, whoever 
© aſcribes qur being ſo to that treaty, may be ſaid 
to be like a man, who after breaking another's 
bones, and ſceing them ſet again very right, and 
well cured by an able ſurgeon, cries, You are 
* obliged to me, Sir, for this great cure that has 
been performed upon you. 

Alter all, Sir, I would not have the friends to 
© the preſent eſtabliſhment think themſelves abſo- 
* lutely fafe and ſecure; it is not to be ſuppoſed but 
that his Majeſty has till ſome private enemies 
even in our own country. People may ſay what 
* they will about the treatment the petition for e- 
© recting King Villiam's ſtatue lately met with, but 
* I look upon it as an affront deſignedly put upon 
the Revolution; and I am ſure it never could have 
* met with ſo much contempt from any thing but 
* a ſpirit of Jacobitiſm ſtill ſubſiſting in the country, 
* which can never be deſtroyed but by taking away 
* from them all hopes of ſucceſs, and this can only 
be done by keeping up an army ſufficient to defend 
* us againſt their utmoſt efforts.” 
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Mir. Noel ſaid, That he approved very much EY 
« of his Majeſty's ſpeech to both houſes at the begin- * * 


| 
| | © ning of the ſeſſion; he was glad to obſerve, that 
a his Majeſty therein declared in ſo ſtrong terms 


ö 

5 

e 

| © his affection for his people, but from the motion 
- 

e 


t © that had been made for ſuch a number of troops, 

dhe thought the ſpeech ought to have concluded 
e with theſe words: “ That his Majeſty, to ſhew 
n © his affection for his people, would quarter upon 
e | © them for next year but 18,000 men.” 


d Sir Robert Walpole. * Sir, I find the gentlemen Sir Reber: 

I | © who oppoſe the motion made by my honourable fab. 

e | friend have all along argued, as if the number of 

forces now propoſed, were to be kept up againſt 

n lau, or to continue for ever: Whereas the very de- 

rs © ſign of the motion made to this houſe, is in order to 

:r | © havea Jaw for the keeping them up; and all that the 

d © gentleman wants by this motion, is, that they ſhall 
be continued for this year only. The caſe then be- | 


d fore us, is, whether it will be more proper and more 
e for the benefit of the nation, to keep up the number 
as | © propoſed for one year, or by an ill-timed frugality, 


t to reduce ſome part of them, and thereby expoſe 
Oo | © the nation to be contemned and deſpiſed by our 


»- | © neighbours around us, and that at a time when the 
ut public tranquillity is but jnſt ſettled, and before we 
es can know whether ſome of our neighbouring 
at powers are ſatisfied or no. Nations as well as pri- 
e- | * vate men muſt accommodate their meaſures to the 
ut | © times they live in. The circumſtances of Europe 
on are now much altered from what they were in 


* 
4] 


* former days, but a very few ages ago there was 


B 


ut | *no ſuch thing in Europe as what we now call a 


y, | * ſtanding army; there was nothing but the militia 
iy in any country, and therefore it was no way ne- 
ly | * ceſſary for us to have any thing elſe. If we quar- 


id | * relied with any of our neighbours, we were ſure 
© * they had nothing but militia to bring againſt us: 
Ir. ; © our 
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our militia was, and I hope is ſtill as good as theirs; | 


but I do not believe that any man will ſay, that 
the militia of any country can be made fully as 


good as regular troops bred up to diſcipline, and 


accuſtomed to command for many years, The 


thing is impoſſible, and is ſo looked on by all the | 
powers of Europe. There is not now a ſovereign 
ſtate in Europe, but keeps a body of regular troops 


in their pay ; there are none of our neighbours but 


what keep a much greater number than we do: 
and therefore it is become in a manner abſolutely Þ 


neceſſary for us to keep ſome ; we muſt have ſome 
regular troops to oppoſe to thoſe that may upon 


a ſudden emergency be brought againſt us, and ; 


to obſtruct and oppoſe their paſſage till we have 
time to raiſe more: The only queſtion is, how 
great a number we ought to keep, and in what 
manner they are to be kept up, ſo as not to be 
dangerous to our conſtitution. | 

* As to thepreventing of any danger ariſing from 
the regular forces kept up, I do not think there 
can be a better method propoſed than that of keep- 
ing them up only by authority of Parliament, and 
continuing them only from year to year; by this 
method, Sir, they muſt always be dependent upon 
and ſubſervient to the Parliament or people, and 
conſequently can never be made uſe of for any 
thing but for the preſervation and ſafety of the 
people againſt all attempts foreign or domeſtic : 
And while they are kept up in this manner, they 
will always be a terror to our enemies, without 
ſubjecting us to any of thoſe misfortunes which 
other countries have fallen into. A ſtanding army 
I find is repreſented by ſome gentlemen who have 
ſpoke upon the other ſide of the queſtion, as not 
to be depended on even by the King, whoſe ſer- 


vice they are in. I grant that an army of Br1ti/ 


ſubjects, whatever way kept up or modelled, is 


not to be truſted to by a King who makes any] 


attempts 
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attempts upon the liberties of the people; but if 
« ſuch an army raiſed and maintained without con- 
« ſent of Parliament, was, we find, not to be truſt- 


«ed to by a King who had ſuch deſigns, how much 


|< Jeſs can any man depend for the execution of ſuch 
| « deſigns upon an army, ſuch as we have at preſent ? 
An army raiſed, kept up, and maintained by the 
people; an army that may be diſmiſſed by them 
when they pleaſe; and an army that is command- 
ed by gentlemen of ſome of the beſt eſtates and 
families among us, who never can be ſuppoſed 
capable of joining in any meaſures for enſlaving a 
country where they have ſo great an intereſt, and 
where their anceſtors have ſo often ſignalized them- 


© ſelves in the cauſe of liberty. 


It is not therefore 


 ©to be imagined, that ever ſuch an army can be 
of any dangerous conſequence to our liberties, 
were they much more numerous than they are pro- 
© © poſed to be. 


Ns GEO P 


It is certain that every ſtate in Europe now mea- 
* ſures the ſtrength of their neighbours by the num- 
* ber of regular troops they can bring into the 
field; the number, or even the bravery of any 
* militia 18 not now much regarded, and therefore 


* the influence and the credit that every ſtate in 


Europe has, or can expect in the publick negotia- 
tions thereof, depends intirely upon the number of 
regular troops they can command upon any emer- 
| © gency ; we mult therefore conclude, that if we re- 
duce the number of our forces, our influence a- 
broad will decreaſe, our enemies will begin to ima- 


* gine, that they may catch great advantages of us, 
© or at leaſt of our allies, before we can be in a con- 


dition to afford any conſiderable aſſiſtance to our 


* friends, or do any great injury to them; upon 
which account I cannot think it prudent to make 
* any great reduction of our army, before the trea- 
* ties we have made for eſtabliſhing the tranquillity 
* of Europe, are fully and abſolutely ſecured by ſuch 

; * alliances 
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* alliances as may make the execution of what we þ t 
have ſtipulated and agreed upon, certain and in. Þ | Y 
diſputable. 1.2 
But even as to our ſecurity at home, I do not. . 
think, Sir, that it can bear any reduction at pre-. l 
ſent; we do not know what ſudden and unexpect- a 
* ed attempts may be made upon us; and notwith- 


i ſtanding of the great army we have (as is pretend- , 2 
ech at preſent, it is certain that we could not in . 
* ſeveral weeks time bring 5000 men of regular 4 


forces together in any part of the iſland, for op- 
* poling any invaſion that may happen to be made 
upon us, without {tripping our capital, and leaving. 
it without any defence againſt its open or ſecret | _ | 
enemies. Thoſe who tell 1 us, that there were but 
* ſeven thouſand men in England during the courſe 
* of the late war, forget that we had at that time 
four or five thouſand in Scotland, and had all along 
7a great army abroad at our command, which we 
F could bring over when we gore and did actually 
bring over 10, ooo men from Flanders, immedi— 
* ately upon the firſt ſure accounts we had that the 
French deſigned an ifvaſion in Scotland, which 
made the number of regular forces then in the 
iſland above 20,000, and ſhews that we were very 
g far from relying upon the 7000 men we then had 
in England, for our ſole defence in the time of dan- 
ger: : Beſides, we ought to conſider, that the King 
x " of France was then wholly taken up in defending 
his own territories, and ſettling his grandſon in the. 
« Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh monarchy; he had not time 
© to think of the Pretender, nor could he ſpare any .! 
© troops for making an invaſion upon us. : 
< Whereas ſhould that nation, or any other begin 
now to have a quarrel with us; the firſt thing they 
would probably do, would be to endeavour to ſteal 
in the Pretender upon us with a good body of re- 


* gular troops ; which attempt they will always * ini 
the 
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the more ready to make, the fewer regular forces 
we have at home to oppoſe them: We have now. 


ano army abroad at our command ; our allies mi 
perhaps have no more than were abſolutely neceſ- 
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ght 


Oo 


'* ſary for the defence of their own territories, and 
though they had, we know what a tedious affair it 
is before they can be brought over to our aſſiſt- 


Vance; We cannot therefore properly put our truſt 
in any but thoſe which we have within the iſland, 


and the number propoſed is the ſmalleſt we can 
truſt to, till the affairs of Europe be ſo ſettled as 
that we can be in no danger of an attack. 


© I muſt take notice, Sir, that all thoſe who are 


© profeſſed enemies to our conſtitution, and to the 
© proteſtant ſucceſſion, exclaim loudly againſt a 
© © ſtanding army; there is not, I believe, a Jacobite 
in the land, but what appears ſtrenuouſly againſt 
© © the keeping up ſo great a number of regular forces: 


K 2 
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I muſt, Sir, upon this occaſion, acquaint you with 


*a ſtory that happened to me but the other day. 
Some bills having been lately ſent over from Fre- 
* land for his Majeſty's approbation, and among 
them one againſt the papiſts of that kingdom; 
* counſel were admitted to be heard for and againſt 
* the bill: In the arguing of this matter it happen- 
* ed, that the counſel for the papiſts had occaſion 
© to refer to the articles of Limerick, and therefore 


wanted them to be read; but there being no copy 


* of them then at the council- board, their ſolicitor, 


Who was a papiſt, pulled a little book out of his 


* pocket, and from thence read the articles. I ſup- 
* poſed that this little book was his Vade Mecum, 
* and therefore I deſired to look upon it, and found 
that it contained thoſe articles of Limerick, the 


French King's declaration againſt the States of Hol- 
land in the year 1701, and three arguments againſt 
a ſtanding army; from whence I concluded, that 
this ſolicitor was a notable holder- forth in coffee- 
| © houſes, againſt the pernicious conſequences of a 


« ſtanding 
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« ſtanding army; and I do not doubt but that if he 7 
< were a member of this houſe, he would be one of. 
© the keeneſt among us againſt the preſent queſtien 
For which reaſon, Sir, I ſhall glory in being one 
of thoſe that are for it. 2 
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Mr. Pulte- Mr, Pulteney. Sir, we have heard a great dea]! 
about parliamentary armies, and about an arm 
continued from year to year; I have always been! 

„Sir, and always ſhall be againſt a ſtanding arm! 

of any kind; to me it is a terrible thing, whethaſÞ © 
under that of parliamentary or any other deſigna < 
tion; a ſtanding army is ſtill a ſtanding army! 

* whatever name it be called by; they are a bodyſÞ « 

© of men diſtinct from the body of the people; the 

© are governed by different laws, and blind obedi.ſÞ « 

© ence and an intire ſubmiſſion to the orders of thei * 

* commanding officer is their only principle. TI 

c 

c 


© nations around us, Sir, are already enſlaved, an! 
© have been enſlaved by thoſe very means; by mean 
© of their ſtanding armies they have every one loi 
© their liberties; it is indeed impoſſible that the l 
© berties of the people can be — in any cout: 
try where a numerous ſtanding army is kept up 
Shall we then take any of our meaſures from th: 
examples of our neighbours? No, Sir, upon th: 
* contrary, from their misfortunes we ought to leari 
to avoid thoſe rocks upon which they have ſplit. 
It ſignifies nothing to tell me, that our army | 
* commanded by ſuch gentlemen as cannot be ſup 
* poſed to join in any meaſures for enſlaving thc! 
country: it may be ſo; I hope it is ſo ; I have 
very good opinion of many gentlemen now iÞ ©. 
the army; I believe they would not join in any © 
* ſuch meaſures z but their lives are uncertain, no © 
can we be ſure how long they may be continue 
in command; they may be all diſmiſſed in a mo 


ment, and proper tools of power put in their room = 
« Beſide 1 
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« Beſides, Sir, we know the paſſions of men, we 
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off know how dangerous it is to truſt the beſt of men 
n « with too much power. Where was there a braver 
one army than that under Julius Cæſar? Where was 
© © there ever an army that had ſcrved their country | 
more faithfully ? That army was commanded ge- | 
dea] © nerally by the beſt citizens of Rome, by men of | 
my great fortune and figure in their country, yet that | 
ea army enſlaved their country. The affections of | 
m] © the ſoldiers towards their country, the honour and 
ha © integrity of the under-officers, are not to be de- 
na- © pended on; by the military law, the adminiſtra- 
my tion of juſtice is ſo quick, and the puniſhments ſo 
ody © ſevere, that neither officer or ſoldier dares offer to 
the © diſpute the orders of his ſupreme commander; he 
edi <* muſt not conſult his own inclinations : If an officer 
therſ © were commanded to pull his own father out of 
Th this houſe, he muſt do it; he dares not diſobey; 
an immediate death would be the ſure conſequence of 
eau the leaſt grumbling. And if an officer were ſent 
o into the court of requeſts, accompanied by a body 
ne i of muſketeers with ſcrewed bayonets, and with or- 
our ders to tell us what we ought to do, and how we 
up were to vote, I know what would be the duty of 
the © this houſe; I know it would be our duty to order 
n th the officer to be taken and hanged up at the door 
leanß of the lobby: But, Sir, I doubt much if ſuch a 
lit. © ſpirit could be found in the houſe, or in any houſe 
my © of Commons that will ever be in England. 
e ſup « Sir, I talk not of imaginary things; 1 talk of 
the © what has happened to an Eugliſo houſe of Com- 
ave} © mons, and from an Engliſh army; not only from an 
ow i * Engliſh army, but an army that was raiſed by that 
in ans © very houſe of Commons, an army that was paid by 
„ no © them, and an army that was commanded by ge- 
tinuc_l © nerals appointed by them. Therefore do not let 
a mo us vainly imagine, that an army raiſed and main- 
roon © rained by authority of Parliament, will always be 
eſido © ſubmiſlive to them: If an army be fo numerous as 
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© to have it in their power to over- awe the Parlia- 


ment, they will be ſubmiſſive as long as the Par- 


* liament does nothing to diſoblige their favourite 
general; but when that caſe happens, I am afraid 


that in place of the Parliament's diſmiſſing the 


* army, the army will diſmiſs the Parliament, as 
they have done heretofore. Nor does the legality 
or illegality of that Parliament, or of that army, 
© alter the caſe, for with reſpect to that army, and 
© according to their way of thinking, the Parlia- 
* ment diſmiſſed by them was a legal Parliament ; 
© they were an army raiſed and maintained accord- 
ing to law, and at firſt they were raiſed, as they 
* imagined, for the preſervation of thoſe liberties 
which they afterwards deſtroyed. 

© It has been urged, Sir, that whoever is for the 
* Proteſtant ſucceſſion mult be for continuing the 
* army: For that very reaſon, Sir, I am againſt 
© continuing the army. I know that neither the 
< Proteſtant ſucceſſion in his Majeſty's moſt illuſ- 
* trious houſe, nor any ſucceſſion, can ever be ſafe 
< as long as there is a ſtanding army in the country, 
Armies, Sir, have no regard to hereditary ſucceſ- 
« fions. The firſt two Cæſars at Rome did pretty 
well, and found means to keep their armies in 
« tolerable ſubjection, becauſe the generals and officers 
« were all their own creatures; but how did it fare 
< with their ſucceſſors ? Was not every one of them 
named by the army without any regard to here- 
« ditary right, or to any right? A cobler, a gard- 
© ner, or any man who happened to raiſe himſelf 
© in the army, and could gain their affections, was 
made emperor of the world: Was not every ſuc- 
© ceeding emperor raiſed to the throne, or tumbled 
© headlong into the duſt, according to the mere 
« whim or mad frenzy of the ſoldiers ? ' 

We are told, No! Gentlemen, but this army is 
© defired to be continued but for one year longer, 
it is not deſired to be continued but for any 
. * term 
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term of years; how abſurd is this diſtinction! Is 
there any army in the world continued for any 
term of years? Does the moſt abſolute monarch 
tell his army, that he 1s to continue them for any 
number of years, or any number of months ? How 
long have we already continued our army from 


year to year? And if it thus continues, wherein will 


it differ from the ſtanding armies of thoſe coun- 
tries which have already ſubmitted their necks to 
the yoke ? We are now come to the Rubicon; 
our army is now to be reduced, or it never will; 
from his Majeſty's own mouth we are aſſured of a 
profound tranquillity abroad; we know there is 
one at home; if this is not a proper time, if 
theſe circumſtances do not afford us a ſafe oppor- 
tunity for reducing at leaſt a part of our regular 
forces, we never can expect to lee any reduction; 
and this nation, already overloaded with debts and 
taxes, muſt be loaded with the heavy charge of 
perpetually ſupporting a numerous ſtanding army, 
and remain for ever expoſed to the danger of ha- 
ving its liberties and privileges trampled upon by 
any future King or miniſtry, who ſhall take it in 
their heads to do ſo, and ſhall take a proper care 
to model the army for that purpolc.” 


Then the queſtion was put, Agree with the mo- Queen putt 
| tion {firſt mentioned) or no; and it was agreed to 
without amendment, upon a diviſion, 241 againſt 

171. 
ſolution, both which were reported next day to the 
| houſe by Sir Charles Turner, chairman of the com- 
| mittee, and were as follow, viz, 


The committee came likewiſe to another re- 


Reſolved, 


That the number of effective men to be provided Fir? refolu- 
tion. 


for guards and garriſons in Great Britain, and for 


Guernſey and Ferſey, for *. year 1732, be (inclad- 


Vol. X. ing 
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ing 1815 invalids, and 335 men, which the ſix in- 
dependent companies conſiſt of for the ſervice of the 
Highlands) 19,709 men, commiſſion and non-com- 
miſſion officers included. 


| Reſolved, 

Second reſo» That a ſum not exceeding 653,216 J. 105. 1 d. 
be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge 
of the ſaid 17,709 men, for guards, garriſons, and 
other his Majeſty's land-forces in Great Britain, 
Guernſey, and Ferſey, for the year 1732. 


Firſt agreed The firſt of theſe reſolutions having (as before- 

25 mentioned) ſtood a long debate in the committee, 
was agreed to by the houſe without any new debate; 
but upon putting the queſtion as to the ſecond, 


M. e. Mr. Plumer ſtood up, and ſpoke to the follow- 
mer's ſpeech ing effect. Mr. Speaker, there was laſt night 
on thee < ſuch a long debate upon the firſt of theſe reſolu- 
tions, and ſuch a diſturbance upon the ſecond, that 
I could not then have an opportunity to ſpeak to 
it. I hope the houſe will now indulge me with a 
little time, to give my ſentiments even as to this 
* ſecond reſolution. Sir, It is highly neceſſary for 
© the Good and Welfare of this nation, that every 


* farthing of the charge which the people are put to, 


* ſhould be publickly known, and fully conſidered 
by this houſe; the nation ought not to be cheated, 
© and made to believe, that the maintaining of this 
© 18000 men coſts them only 653,000 /.when in re- 
* ality it coſts them a great deal more, Beſides the 


© money that is raiſed among the people, and paid Þ 
into the hands of the government for maintaining 
this army, there is not an innkeeper, an alehouſe, Þ 
or a brandyſhop in the nation, but what pays a 
very great additional tax by way of quarters for Þ 


© the officers and ſoldiers, a 
© But 
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But there is ſtil], Sir, a much greater evil ariſes 
from this hidden way of raiſing money upon the 
people. Ir 1s, Sir, an arbitrary and an unequal 
way of raiſing money, and conſequently affords to 
thoſe who have the management of the army an 
opportunity of oppreſſing ſome people, or ſome 
parts of the nation. If any county, if any bo- 
rough in this kingdom, diſobliges thoſe in power, 
by lending repreſentatives to this houſe, who do 
not vote as the miniſters would have them, it is 
in the power of the government, even without 
any pretence for ſo doing, to ſend a great num- 
ber of the regular forces to be quartered upon that 
county or that borough ; by which means a much 
greater ſum is raiſed upon the people of that coun- 
ty or borough, than is proportionally raiſed in a- 
ny other part of the nation; nay, even if any pri- 
vate innkeeper, or alehouſeman in any county or 
borough, ſhall give a wrong vote at the election of 
members of parliament, it is in the power of the 
government, by means of the juſtices and the con- 
ſtables, who are named by them, to oppreſs that 
man, by quartering more ſoldiers upon him, than 
are in proportion quartered upon any one of his 
neighbours. Theſe are grievances which the na- 
tion juſtly complains of, and we ought to conſider 
how they are to be redreſſed.” 


Sir William Strickland, ſecretary at war, faid. Sir, ——.— 


The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſeems, ſpeech. 


by what he has ſaid, to bring a charge againſt me, 
or at leaſt againſt thoſe who have been in the office 
which I have the honour to be in at preſent. For 
my own part, Sir, I can ſafely declare, that ever 
ſince I came into that office, there has been no fa- 
vour ſhewn to any one part of the country, nor to 
any one man in the nation; we have never ſo 
much as thought of having a regard to any thing 
but to that of cantovning and quartering the troops 
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into ſuch places as were molt eaſy for the country, 
and moſt convenient far them; unleſs when the 
ſafety and ſecurity of the nation in general required 
the marching of a number of them into any parti. 
cular country. This, Sir, has been the method ever 
ſince I came into the office; it ſhall be the method 
as long as I continue in it; and I firmly believe 
that the ſame method was always obſerved by my 
predeceſſors in office.” 


Mr. Waller. I do not know, Sir, what method 
has been obſerved in cantooning and quartering 
the troops; but I know that the country complains 
heavily of the oppreſſions they lie under upon that 
account: it is but a little time ago ſince ſome of 
my own tenants came and told me, that they ſhould 
be ruined by the dragoons that were quartered up- 
on them; they had not, they ſaid, a lock of hay 


but what they were obliged to give to the ſoldiers, 


ſo that all their own cattle were in danger of being 
ſtarved. For, Sir, in all countries where the ſol- 
diers come, they and their horſes muſt be firſt ſer- 
ved, and with the beſt of every thing too ; and 
what is ſtill worſe, the poor people are often ob- 
liged to ſerve them at their own prices,” 


Mr. Pelham. Sir, As I had the honour to ſerve 


for ſome time 1n that office, and particularly at the 
time mentioned by the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, I think it neceſſary to ſay ſomething 
upon the preſent occaſion, I remember very wel! 
that gentleman did make ſome complaints to 
me; but I remember likewiſe, and he muſt alſo 
remember it, that I told him the review which was 
at that time, was the occaſion of bringing ſo many 
of the forces into that country; and as ſoon as that 
was over, they were ſent elſewhere, and that gen- 
tleman's tenants in particular were relieved from 
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0 * any hardſhip they might think they lay under up- 
; on that account. During the whole time that I 
. vas in that office, there was never any ſuch com- 
; a * plaint made to me, but what I immediately order- 
" ed relief to the perſons who thought themſclves ag- 
„ grieved, or gave them ſuch reaſons why I could not 
ad © give them relief, as they ſeemed to be ſatisfied 
7 * with. In ſuch caſes I never had any reſpect to 
« perſons; ſo far otherwiſe, that I have often given 
© relief at the deſire of thoſe with whom I never did 
0 vote in this houſe, nor I believe ever ſhall, and 
"S © have ordered thoſe very troops to be ſent and 
* quartered upon thoſe with whom I have always a- 
pe” greed in opinion.” 
N Mir. Plumer. Sir, I am ſorry that what! pro- Mr, Phe 
T S poſed, only for the relief of the public, ſhoul be“ fesch. 
4s * turned into a perſona] diſpute, or that gentlemen 
no | * ſhould begin to vindicate themſelves before they 
05 * are accuſed, I did not ſay that the honourable 
er- © gentleman now in the office, or that any gentle- 
nd © man that has been in that office, uſed any unjuſti- 
b. * fiable methods in that reſpect, to favour one party 
in the nation more than another; all that I ſaid, 
and I ſay fo ſtill, was, that ſuch methods may be 
ve Þ practiſed, ſuch means may be uſed, for oppreſſing 
he Þ © thoſe who happen to differ in opinion from the 
ho chief men in power; and ſuch means being of dan- 
ng | gerous conſequence to our conſtitution, they ought 
ell do be guarded againſt, and prevented, it poſſible. 
to © The army, Sir, is ſupported, I hope, and main- 
Iſo Þ © tained for the ſervice of all; and therefore all the 
as | ſubjects of the nation ought to contribute equally 
ny | do the expence of maintaining it. There is not a 
1ar | © ſoldier quartered upon an inn-keeper, in town or 
n- country, but what coſts that inn-keeper near as 
m | © much as he coſts the government; ſo that if we 
ny © were to raiſe all the money by parliamentary au- 
: 0 


thority, that is neceſſary for maintaining the great 
G 3 * army 
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ney's ſpeccb, © 


6 
. 
0 
0 
6 
c 
0 
c 
c 
6 
c 
0 
Cc 
c 
c 
0 
6 
6 
c 
6 
6 
0 
6 
c 
8 
6 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1732] K. 


army we have, I am afraid we muſt raiſe neaÞ 


Ai PRESS” e 1 


Mr. Pulieney. Sir, I was afraid, at the beginning 
of this debate, that barracks were to have been] 
propoſed ; I am glad to find it is not ſo. I am 
indeed, as much as any perſon, for giving relief to 
that part of our poor oppreſſed ſubjects, the inn-Þ * 
keepers and victuallers; for ſince I find that anf 
army is like to be a part of our conſiitution, IÞ 
think it very juſt and reaſonable, that the expenceÞ 
of maintaining them ſhould be laid as equally ap 
poſſible, upon the whole people of the nation. But 
Sir, I muſt obſerve, that the ſame money that vd 
raiſe for maintaining 18000 men, would maintain} 
60,000 men of regular forces in France, Germany 
or any other country of Europe, according to thei 
way of regulating their armies. I know, Sir, fron} * 
whence our great Expence proceeds; it is fron 
the great number of officers maintained in ou. 

. 

c 


army: We have ſo many regiments, and ſo few 
private men in each regiment, that really area 
part of our army are commiſſion or non-commiſſionÞ 
officers, which makes our army ſo expenſive to us 
and, at the ſame time, makes it more dangerou 
to our conſtitution. I have been aſſured, that 

100,000 J. Engliſh money per annum, will maintain 
10,000 men of the armies of France or Germany, o 
any other troops but our own: And I have bee: 
told, I do not ſay that I remember, or that I can de 
pend upon my author, that the 12,000 Heſſians ud 


than that ſum yearly,* 


Sir Robert Walpole. * T wiſh, Sir, the gentleman 
© who ſpoke laſt would give us his author for the fad 
mentioned, Let him be who he will, I know the 
ſtory to be falſe. But it is the common way 0 
ſcandalizing the government, to invent and | 757 
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falſe reports through the country. The ſtipula- 
tion for the 12,000 Heſſians, was made, Sir, upon 
the ſame footing that all ſuch ſtipulations were 
made during the laſt war; there was not a penny 
leſs ſtipulated to be paid for them, than whar was 
agreed to by this houſe ; and the whole money 
was yearly advanced to them, according to the ac- 
counts that have been laid before the houſe.” 


General Wade. Sir, Thoſe who are acquainted General 


with the method of maintaining a German army, 
would not envy them the happineſs of maintaining 
their troops at ſo cheap a rate as they do. It is well 
known, that what they come ſhort of ours in pay, 
they do more than make up by plundering, op- 
prefling, and raiſing contributions upon the coun- 
tries where they are quartered. When J was in 
Italy, Sir, I had the honour to be invited to dine 
with one of the German generals who commanded 
in that country: When I came to the palace where 
he had his quarters, I found the hall, and the ave- 
nues leading thereto, full of country people, ſome 
with wine, ſome with beer, ſome with bread, ſome 
with fowls, ſome with pigs, and God knows how 
many other things: I could not imagine what all 
this meant; but when he came to fit down to table, 
I found ſuch variety of diſhes, ſuch variety of 
wines, ſo magnificent attendance, and ſo ſumptuous 
an entertainment, every manner of way, (which at 
the ſame time I was told to be the generaPsordina- 
ry way of living) that I was very much ſurprized, 
and after dinner, over a glaſs of wine, I took the 
liberty to ask the General, For God's ſake, Sir, bow 
are you able to live after this rate ? for it would 
break any of our Engliſh Generals to live in ſo ſplen- 


| © did a manner; our Pay could not ſupport it. Pay, 


Sir, ſays he; Why I have none upon this account 
* from the government ; all this comes from the coun- 
© try where I am quartered, which they are obliged to 
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* furniſh me with for nothing; 1 have, Sir, ſeven 


miles of the country round allotted to me for ſupport- 
ing my table. Then, Sir, I gueſſed at the mean- 
ing of all thoſe country people's being in and about 
the hall; I found they were all come with their 
peace-offerings to the general : At this rate, Sir, 
a German officer does not ftand in need of much 
pay from the government; but I hope the coun- 
try of England will never be ſerved at ſuch a rate. 


Sir William Wyndham. Sir, I do not know 
what may be the methods by which the Germans 


or French maintain their armies; but let their man- 
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ner be what it will, I am ſure that the expence we 
are now at for maintaining our army, is much 
greater than neceſſary ; nay, Sir, much greater than 
was uſual even among ourſelves, for maintaining 
an equal number of men, I know that, during the 
laſt war, 18,000 of our troops were maintained 
abroad for 400,000 J. per annum, and both the 
ſoldiers and officers had the ſame pay they have 
now. It is true, it may be ſaid, that this body of 
men did not coſt ſo much, becauſe there were no 
guards among them; but I know, Sir, that 12,000 
men, guards and garriſons included, were main- 
tained at home for between 3 and 400,000 /. per 
annum ; out of which ſum were paid the general's 
money, waggon money, contingencies, and all e- 
ther Items whatever, any way. appertaining to the 
army. Conſidering the ſtate this nation is in at 
preſent, and the heavy debts it is loaded with, I 
think no proper method for ſaving the public mo- 
ney ought to be neglected ; if we muſt maintain 
an army, let us maintain it at as cheap a rate as 
poſſible, Even one hundred thouſand pounds per 
annum would make no ſmall figure, if added 
yearly to the Sinking Fund : I hope therefore 
this affair will be thought on, and taken into 


+ conſideration when we meet next year.“ After 


which 
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* which the queſtion was put, and the reſolution a- 
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greed to. 
Before the houſe received the report from the Moon for 

committee of ſupply, Mr. Pulteney moved, That®" enn 
an humble Addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Mau. 
jeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
directions to the proper officers, to lay before the 
* houſe an account of what commiſſions in the army, 
and governments of garriſons, had been kept vacant, 

and what ſavings had been made thereupon, 


Sir William Strickland ſaid, * No ſuch account had Sir H 
ever been kept at the war- office; the cuſtom there S7i&end's 
was, that when any officer died, the commiſſary ö 
certified his death to that office, in order that the 

pay might be ſtopped; and they never began to 

iſſue any money upon that account, till a new 
commiſſion was lodged in that office. 


_——  —— , , ov 


Sir William Yonge ſaid, * That whatever ſavings Sir Villa 
could poſſibly be upon that account, amounted to — 
ſuch a ſmall ſum, that it was a mere trifle, and 


was not worth being taken any notice of by that 
houſe.“ 


G8 ¹ q w 8 


Mr. Pelham ſaid, That all the time he had been xi. ».:. 
in that office, and he believed it was ſo ſtill, none pech. 
of thoſe commiſſions were ever kept vacant for any 
time; it was always his Majeſty's cuſtom, to fill 
up every commiſſion in the army, immediately af- 
ter it became vacant, ſo that there could be little 
or no ſavings upon that account; and if there was 
any, the cuſtom had always been, to leave it to be 
© diſpoſed of by his Majeſty, in ſuch manner as he 
* thought fit,” | 


Mr. Pulteney. Sir, I made this motion, in a Mr. e 
manner, by mere accident; but I do not think it“ tech. 
is any argument againſt it to tell us, that the ſav- 

| ing 
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© ings amount to but a mere trifle ; we ſhall be beſt 
« judges of that, when we ſee the accounts laid be- 
fore us; and let it amount to what it will, if it is 
* ſaved, I will not ſay ſunk, (being a hard word) 
ve ought to inquire into the application of it, I 
© believe there are not a great many commiſſions 
© kept long vacant ; but I am ſure there have been 
* ſome that have been kept vacant for a conſiderable 
* time, we ought, at leaſt, to have an account of 
them; . becauſe, I obſerve, there is a demand every 
year brought in, which is called, an account of 
© fervices incurred, and not provided for; I think 
the moſt proper way of anſwering this account is 
© to have an account of ſervices provided for, and 
not performed, I am perſuaded, that in the civil 
* liſt revenue there is not an office vacant for a day, 
but what the ſavings thereby are brought to ac- 
count, and diſpoſed of in the moſt frugal manner; 


© I think the ſame good management ought to be ob- 
« ſerved in the army. 


General Roſs ſaid, He ſuppoſed the ſame me- 
thod was obſerved now, that was formerly obſerv- 
© ed in Flanders; then he knew, that no commiſſion 
Vas ever kept vacant for any time; as ſoon as ever 
© the death of any officer wus certified, a new com- 
miſſion was granted to ſome other in his place, and 
* what little ſavings could be made that way, were 
* always left to the diſpoſal of the general, and were 
© applied by him in ſuch manner, as he thought moſt 
proper for the public ſervice. 


— — Mr. Bootle, * Sir, Whatever is given for the 
cc 


maintenance of the army, is a part of the public 
© money, and it is our buſineſs to call for the ac- 
© counts, and inquire into the diſpoſal of every far- 


© thing of ſuch money. If the ſavings by vacant 


* commiſſions, have hitherto been well and properly 
applied, they who adviſed ſuch applications = 
NS © have 


* r 
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| © that the Duke of Marlborougb commanded our 
* * armies, there was never any commiſſion became 
: © vacant, but was immediately filled up: There was, 
indeed, generally about a week allowed for the 
+ © filling up of any vacancy, but what was ſaved that 
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have the more honour ; and if there have been 
any miſapplications, this houſe ought to take a 
* © care to prevent any ſuch for the future, 
times, the ſavings upon this account, may perhaps 
amount to but a trifle z however, it is certain, 
that conſidering the great number of officers we 
maintain, a very large ſum may be annually ſaved, 
dad if we never call for any ſuch account, Commiſ- 
ſions may, in time of peace, be kept vacant for 
aa long time, of purpoſe thereby to raiſe money, 
in order to convert it to uſes that may be preju- 
dicial to the nation,? 


In paſt 
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Sir Robert Walpole, * Sir, During all the time Sir Pobere 


| © way, was generally given to the colonel of the re- 


* © g1ment, to anſwet ſome of the extraordinary ex- 
: © pences he was ſometimes put to, or it was given 
* to the officer that ſucceeded, to defray the charges 
be might beat upon account of his new commiſſi- 
| © on, The ſame cuſtom is ſtill obſerved, and any 
little ſavings that happen between the death of one 
| © officer, and the putting of another in his room, have 
| © always been diſpoſed of by his Majeſty in the man- 
ner I have mentioned, or have been applied to 
( © charitable uſes, and given in ſmall ſums to thoſe 
| © of the army, who ſtood in need of any ſuch, I 
ht ho 
Jof ſuch ſmall charities into their own hands, con- 
* © trary to the cuſtom that has always hitherto been 
' © obſerved; Ido not think that this houſe can be ſo 
good a judge as a board of general officers, in the 
| * diſpoſal of ſuch charities; and while it is left to his 
\ © Majeſty, he can always have the advice of ſuch a 


board, when any ſmall ſum is to be diſpoſed of in 


pe this houſe does not intend to take the diſpoſal 


« that 
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that way. As to the civil liſt, there are no ſay. 
< ings by any vacancies in that part of the revenue 
every place is filled up as ſoon as it becomes vacant, 
in the fame manner as it is in the army, the ma. 
nagement in both is the ſame, and in both there is 
as much frugality as poſſible.” 


in the negative, 
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After this the queſtion was put, and it was carried 


On the 28th of January, Mr. Winnington preſent: 


ed to the houſe (according to order) a bill for the bet. 
ter ſecuring and encouraging the trade of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſugar colonies in America, which was received 


and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſe- 
cond time. 


Mr. Perry's 
ſpeech. 


Mr. Win. 
nington's 
ſpeech. 
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Mr. Alderman Perry, Mr. Speaker, this bill 
now brought in is of ſuch a nature, that all our 
colonies in America are ſome way or another con- 
cerned therein; it is of the utmoſt conſequence, 
both to the trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
and therefore ought to be maturely conſidered, not 
only within doors, but likewiſe by all thoſe 
without doors, who underſtand any thing of 
trade, and have a regard for the proſperity and 
welfare of their native country; and that all ſuch 
may have an opportunity of giving us their ſenti- 


ments upon this occaſion, I move that the bill may 
be printed.” 


Which motion was ſeconded, and agreed to by 


the houſe ; and the bill was accordingly ordered to 
be printed. | 


„ „ „ „ 


Mr. Winnington. Sir, As this bill is of very great 
conſequence to the trade of this nation in general, 
and to the well-being of our ſettlements either upon 
the continent or in the iſlands of America, we ought 
to conſider the particular trade and produce of eve- 


"ry 
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ry one of our ſettlements 3 and therefore, that we 
may have as much inſight into this matter as poſ- 
« ſible, I move that the repreſentations ſent over 
from our ſeveral colonies, and laid before the ho- 
nourable the Commiſſioners of trade and planta- 
« tions, may be laid before this houſe, before we go 
upon the ſecond reading of the bill.” 


Mr. Bladen. <© There have been, Sir, ſeveral re- Mr. Blades 
preſentations ſent over to his Majeſty from our ſet- en. 
tlements in the Weſt-Indies, which repreſentations 

have been referred to the board of trade to be con- 

ſidered by them, and for them to report their o- 

pinion upon the matters therein contained to his 
Majeſty : Some of them we have already conſi- 

dered, and have given our opinion upon them; 
but there are others that we have not as yet had 
time ſo thoroughly to conſider, as to be able to 
give any opinion upon them; however, Sir, in 
theſe laſt we ſhall make all imaginable diſpatch, 
and ſhall be ready to lay them before the houſe as 
ſoon as poſlible.” 


Mr. Alderman Perry. As this is an affair, Sir, Mr. Perry's 
of ſo great conſequence, we ought not to be in any Nel. 
hurry about paſling the bill ; we muſt wait till we 

nave all thoſe materials which are neceſſary for 

giving us a full information in the affair before us. 


\ 
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There is particularly in the bill, as now brought 
* in, a clauſe about lumber, which, in my opinion, | 
b * will do more harm to the trade of moſt of our co- 9 
dſonies, and conſequently to the trade of this nati- 
© on, than all the other clauſes can do good; but I j 
* ſhall have another opportunity, I hope, of giving | 
| * my ſentiments fully upon this head ; and therefore ., 
eat FF © I ſhall not trouble the houſe with them at this . 
al, time. a 
)on 
ght | 
ve- 


A | : Mr. Sandys. 
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— Mr. Sandys. Sir, This bill was laſt ſeſſion of Par. 


liament a long time before this houſe ; there is ng 
clauſe in the bill now brought in, but what was in 
the former, and every one of them was then full 

conſidered and particularly examined into. The 
committee that was appointed laſt ſeflion of Parlia. 
ment for drawing up the bill, were no leſs than 
three months about it; in which time they certain. 


EY OO 


© ly had under their conſideration every thing that 


could poſſibly be thought of for giving them any 
light into the affair. I believe there is no Genile. 
* man in this houſe, but what is perſuaded, that 
< ſome meaſures ought to be taken, and ſpeedily ta- 
© ken too, for giving an encouragement to our 
* ſugar colonies, ſo as to enable them to carry on a 
© trade, at leaſt, upon an equal footing with their 
rivals in the ſugar trade. The only reaſon of the 
© bilPs not paſſing, that was brought in laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, was, that they had not had time in the 
© other houſe to conſider the affair ſo fully as they 
thought was neceſſary ; I have been informed that 
© ſome of the members of the other houſe even com- 
< plained,that it was hard that we did not allow them 
© three weeks to conſider of an affair that we had 
© been above three months in examining into. As the 
< bill now before us contains nothing but what was 
in the former bill, which was ſo fally conſidered 
as to paſs through this houſe, I am therefore of 
© opinion, that there is no occaſion to make any de- 
lay in the paſling of this bill, or to wait for any 
« farther information in the affair; for I am per- 
© ſuaded we can receive none, but what has been 
already laid before this houſe, and fully conſidered 
in the paſſing of the former bill.” 


Mr. Ogletborpe. Sir, in all caſes that come be- 
© fore this houſe, where there ſeems to be a claſhing 
« of intereſts between one part of the country and 
© another, or between one ſet of people and another, 

* we 


| 
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© we ought to have no regard to the particular inte- 
« reſt of any country, or ſer of people; the good of 


© the whole is what we ought only to have under 
« our conſideration : Our colonies are all a part of 
© our own dominions; the people in every one of 
them are our own people; and we ought to ſhew 
an equal reſpect to all. | 

I remember, Sir, that there was once a petition 
« preſented to this houſe by one county, complaining 
that they were very much injured in their trade as 
to the ſale of beans by another; and therefore they 
* modeſtly prayed, that the other county ſhould be 
prohibited to ſell any beans, | 

Such things may happen, I hope it is not ſo at 
© preſent 3 but in the caſe before us, if it ſhould ap- 
« pear, that all our plantations upon the continent of 


| © America are againſt that which is deſired by the | 


© ſugar colonies, we are to preſume at leaſt that 
the granting thercof will be a prejudice to the 
trade or particular intereſts of our continent ſettle- 
ments; and ſurely, Sir, the danger of hurting ſo 
* conſiderable a part of our dominions, a part ſo ex- 
tenſive as to reach from the 34th to the 46th de- 
* gree of northern latitude, will at leaſt make us in- 
* cline to be extremely cautious in what we are going 
* about, 

* I ſhall be as ready as any man, to give all poſ- 
* ſible relief and encouragement to our ſugar colo- 
* nies 3 but if the relief or encouragement asked 
for, appears to be an injury to the whole, or if it 
* appears that it will do more harm to the other 
parts of our dominions, than it can do good to 
them, we muſt refuſe it: we muſt think of ſome 
* other methods for putting them upon an equal 
* footing with thoſe who are their rivals in any par- 
* ticular branch of trade. 

* We may form ſome judgment, Sir, from the 
* appearances that were before us laft ſeſſion of Par- 
© liament z but we may form a much more diſtinct 


* judg- 
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judgment of things from what may be brought be- 
fore us now. Some of thoſe concerned here for 
© our ſettlements upon the continent, ſeemed laſt year 
© to be indifferent; they ſeemed in ſome manner to 
give the affair up, I believe without any good au- 
* thority from their conſtituents : but now the co- 
© Jonies themſelves have had an opportunity to con- 
© ſider the affair then before us, and to ſend over their 
thoughts upon the ſubject in a proper and authen- 
tic manner. Their true and real ſentiments will 
© beſt appear from the repreſentations they have ſent 
over; and till theſe are laid before us, we cannot 
give our opinions either as to their inclinations, or 
* as to the weight of the objections that they may 
6 mars 

I muſt ſay, Sir, to the honour of the Gentlemen 
concerned in the board of trade, that they are as 
exact and as diligent in all the matters which fall 
under their province as any board in England ; 
they have much more buſineſs than moſt others, 
and their buſineſs will be daily increafing in pro- 
portion as our colonies increaſe in riches and in 
power. It is already one of the moſt uſeful boards 
we have; and as long as the ſame good conduct 
is purſued, it will always be of great benefit and 
advantage to the trade of the Britiſb dominions.” 


NA OO an RA „4 „ „ 


After this debate, it was reſolved, that an humble 


loved on. addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, That he 


would be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions to the 
commiſſioners for trade and plantations to lay before 
the houſe, copies of all repreſentations and papers 
which have been laid before them, ſince the then laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, relating to the diſpute between 
his Majeſty's ſugar colonies, and northern colonies 
in America, 


Mr. 


A. 1732. DEBATES. 97 
Mr. Wyndham then moved, That the hope 4 ——_ 


: « would appoint a committee to inſpect and ſettle the 
„ © fees to be taken by all the officers and ſervants of 
0 © their houſe, and to examine what ſalaries, or al- 
. lowances they had from the government, and to 
„report the ſame, with their opinions thereupon, 
„0 the houſe,” | 
5 Sir William Yonge. Sir, conſidering how much Sir Lilian 
11 I © buſineſs of great conſequence now lies, or may pro- gee, 
* c bably come before this houſe during the courſe of 
Wy: © this ſeſſion of Parliament, I do not think that we 
xr WW © 0ught to take up the time of the houſe with any 
matters of ſuch a trifling nature. If any complaint 
had been made to us of any exactions or exorbi- 
en ant fees taken by any of our officers or ſervants, 
it would have been our duty to have inquired into 
nis and to have given all proper redreſs ; but as 
; here has been no ſuch complaint made, at leaſt I 
rs, * have heard of none, I can lee no reaſon why we 
o. ougnht to enter at preſent into ſuch an inquiry. 
1 Mr. Wyndham. 0 Sir, I made this motion not Mr. Wynd- 
\& expecting indeed that it would have been oppoſed eck. 
nd by any Gentleman in the houſe, and therefore I. 
, did not think it was neceſſary for me to give any 
* reaſons for making the motion; but now that I am 
ble called upon, I muſt ſay, I believe, Sir, it is well 
he known, that there are very great complaints with- 
he out doors, of the extravagant charges and expences 
ore that people are obliged to be at in paſſing private 
\ers bills, or in carrying any other buſineſs through ei- 
laſt ther houſe of Parliament; I do not know where 
een the fault lies, perhaps it may be in the other houſe, 
nies but let them look to themſelves, we ought at leaſt 
to take care that there be no ground for any ſuch 
complaint in our houſe. We are not to wait till a 
; nds complaint be made; few will yenture to 
Me. | complain in form, becauſe no man knows how 


Vol. X. H * © ſoon 
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ſoon he may be obliged to come back again; and 
© when any exactions are made, they are, ſingly 
© conſidered, ſo inconſiderable, that no man thinks 
© it worth his while to complain; but many trifle 
© amount to a ſum, and ſuch things generally grow 
© worſe when not looked after and inquired into, 
© If there be any evil, what I have propoſed will 
© be an effectual remedy, I ſhall be forry my mo- 
© tion is not agreed to; but I will at leaſt have the 
© pleaſure of having made it, and thereby done what 


© was in my power for preventing any evil that may 
© enſue, 


Br. Speak - Mr. Speaker. © I muſt ſay, Gentlemen, that 
e's ſpeech. © ſince my time, I know of no exactions or any 
© exorbitant fees that have been taken; I have 

been as careful as poſſible in this point, and 
© have always made as cloſe inquiries as I could, 
I remember ſome time ago I found that a guinea 
© was uſually given to my own ſecretary, upon the 
giving out the warrant for writs, whereas the old 
© tee was but ten ſhillings; 1 thereupon ordered 
6 exprefly that he ſhould not receive any more upon 
«* ſuch occaſions than the old fee of ten ſhillings : 
© and to prevent all pretence of giving or taking 
© what is commonly called expedition money, | 
© ordered, that even this fee ſhould not be charged 
© or paid till after the election was made, and the 
© oaths taken upon the return of the writ. I like- 
© wife have obſerved that the clerk of committees 
© uſually got a guinea in place of the old fee of 135. 
*and 4d. This J alſo have endeavoured to rectify, 
© though it muſt be granted, that in moſt caſes even a 
© guinea is a ſmall enough reward for his trouble and 
* attendance upon ſuch occaſions, But I believe that 
© this motion was made, not ſo much on account of 
any abuſes that have been lately committed, as to 
prevent any ſuch in time to come, which ought 
© to be every Gentleman's care, and ſhall be mine in 


8 Par ti- 
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particular as long as I have the honour to be in the 


© place where I am.” 


Mr. Sandys. I am perſuaded, Sir, that it has Mr.Sandy!'s 
© always been your particular care, that no impoſi- 1 


tions ſhould be made upon any of the ſubjects, who 


| © have happen'd to have any buſineſs before this 
| © houſe; and I believe no Gentleman thinks that we 


© have any occaſion for ſuch a committee as has been 


| *propoſed on account of any late exactions or ex- 


© orbitant fees : but now that an inquiry into the fees 
© taken by our own ſervants has been propoſed, I 
am afraid it may be ſome imputation upon us, 
not to agree to the motion. Conſidering how 
many years ago it is ſince the fees to be taken by 
© the ſervants of this houſe have been ſettled, I 
do not doubt but that ſome of them may now be 
found to be too ſmall, and if this affair be re- 
© ferred to a committee, I think they ought to in- 
* creaſe thoſe that they judge to be too ſmall, as 
© well as to diminiſh thoſe which they may think 
© extravagant.” 


Mr, Plumer, Sir, I look upon this motion to we. P- 
be a very proper one at preſent, and I hope the speech. 


© houſe will agree to it; becauſe I think, Sir, we 
* ought to ſearch whether or no there be a beam 
in our own eye in order to pull it out, before we 
begin to pull out the moat that is in another's, I 


* preſume the honourable Gentleman who made this 


motion, made it only as a prelude to ſomething of 
more conſequence z I hope after we have examin- 
ed into, and ſettled the fees to be taken by our 
own clerks and ſervants, we ſhall next proceed to 
* examine into, and ſettle the fees to be taken by 
the officers clerks and ſervants of all our courts of 
law. As to the fees of this houſe, I do not know 


what may be the caſe, "but I am ſure that the other 
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is a very great grievance, and loudly complained 
of by the whole nation. We have had printed lifts 
of all thoſe fees Jaid before us; as yet we have 
gone no farther but only to receive them : But 
thoſe who brought them in have gone a little far- 
ther, they think they may now by authority of 
Parliament exact all the fees at leaſt that are men- 
© tioned in thoſe liſts, and from thence they have 
© taken occaſion even to increaſe ſeveral of their fee; 
much beyond what they had formerly any autho- 
© rity for: ſo that unleſs we proceed farther, and 
make ſome proper regulations as to all thoſe liſts 
© of fees that have been laid before us, we have by 
calling for them done rather an injury than a ſer- 
© vice to our country. I ſhall therefore be for agree- 
< ing to the motion now made, on purpoſe that we 


"Tz i 


© may with decency proceed to the inquiring into, 


Mr. Wine 


nington's 


band ſettling the fees that are to be taken in all the 
© courts of law and other offices in the nation.“ 


Mr. Vinnington. Sir, according to the order of 
© this houſe, a liſt of the fees uſually taken by every 
* clerk and ſervant belonging thereto, has been 
brought in, and has been I believe peruſed by mot 
© members of this houſe. I do not hear that any ob- 
« jeCtion is made to any of them, or that it is pre- 
© tended that more has at any time been taken; l 
© therefore do not ſee what uſe there is for a com- 
© mittee in this affair; I believe if we order them to 
© be printed, and copies to be fixed up in the public 
© offices belonging to the houſe, it will be ſufficient 
« for preventing any exorbitant demands in time to 
come, and will be as effectual as any thing that can 
be done by a committee. I ſuppoſe the Gentlemen 
have ſome farther deſign in this matter; but if they 
have, I think they may proceed upon it without 
giving the houſe any needleſs trouble as to the 
committee now moved tor,” 


Mr. 
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= Mr. Pulteney. Sir, I was not at all in the ſecret Mr. Pute- 
ur as to this motion; I did not know any thing of D ech. 
ir. what farther deſign there may be, ſo that Jam ſure 
ot cannot in this affair be any way a blabber. I 
.n. agree with the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
ve laſt, as to the ordering the liſt of fees to be print- 
eez ed; let them be printed and publiſhed, and, if my 
10. worthy friend pleaſes, let them be printed in the 
nd | Free Briton too: But I cannot think, Sir, that we 
iſts MW © ought to reſt ſatisfied with the liſt delivered, with- 
i out n any farther about the matter; becauſe 
er. a liſt of fees has been delivered in, we are not ſurely 
ree. from thence to conclude, that no greater fee has 
we ever been taken than what is mentioned in that liſt : 
ato. Exactions are always made in a private clandeſtine 
the manner; ſuch ſecrets may be diſcovered by a com- 
* mittee, but we are not to expect that ever the au- 
* thors of ſuch will in a public manner come volun- 
r of btarily, and give the houſe an information of the 
er © crimes they have been guilty of. It is well known 
cen how terrible Parliamentary inquiries are to thoſe 
noſt who have been guilty of any iniquity; though by 
ob. the inquiry now moved for, no iniquity ſhall be 
re. diſcovered, yet the terror of it will remain, and will 
- be a bar to extortion for a long time to come.” 
4 Upon putting the queſtion, it was carried in the 
blich affirmative, and a committee was accordingly ap- 
; nt} Pointed. 
aha | Beſides the buſinefs above-mentioned, there Was sit Thomas 
men like wiſe preſented on the ſame day, a petition of Sir — 
they Thomas Lombe, alledging, That he had at his own 
Lou} <Xpence, and with the utmoſt difficulty and ha- 
che © 22rd, diſcovered and introduced into this kingdom 
the art of making fine [alian Organxine or thrown 
ilk, out of fine raw Ik, by large engines of a moſt 
Mr, curious and intricate ſtructure, which commodity 


© was abſolutely neceſſary to carry on our filk-wea- 
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eving trade, and was formerly bought with our mo- 
© ney, ready worked in Daly: That his late Majeſty 
© had granted him a patent for the ſole making and 
* uſing the ſaid engines for the term of 14 years; 
but that ſeveral years of the ſaid term were expired 
© before he could finiſh the {aid engines, and by rea- 
© ſon of other difficulties the whole term was almoſt 
expired before he could bring the manufacture to 
perfection; and therefore praying that the houſe 
* would take his caſe into conſideration, and grant 
him a farther term of years for the ſole making and 
© uſing the ſaid engines, or ſuch other recompence 
* or relief, as to the houſe ſhould ſeem meet.” 


Mr. Alderman Perry ſaid, That he knew that 
© the petitioner had been at a very x trouble and 
© expence about the ſetting up of that engine; and 
* that a great part of the term granted by the patent 
had paſſed before any advantage could be made of 
that moſt uſeful invention; and therefore he moved, 
that the petition ſhould be referred to the conſide- 
© ration of a committee,” 215 | 


Mr. Ogletborpe ſaid, * That fince the petitioner 
© had at his own expence and hazard introduced a 
© moſt uſeful and neceſſary manufacture into this 
© kingdom, he certainly ought to meet with all pro- 
© per encouragement : That one engine was now ſer 
© up and finiſhed in the town of Derby, by which 
© that whole county was improved, and many of their 
poor employed, who probably would have other- 
* wiſe been a burden upon their reſpective pariſhes : 
* Therefore he ſeconded the motion for referring the 
petition to & committee.) 


Sir Thomas Aſton ſaid, © That patents had al- 
© ways been looked upon as prejudicial to the trade 
* and manufactures of this kingdom, more eſpecially 
© when granted or continued for any long term of 
„ . 6 R en; 


« years 3 for which reaſon their anceſtors had been ſo 
« wiſe as to make a law againſt the granting of any 
« patent for a longer term than 14 years; and it 
« would be a dangerous precedent for them to prolong 
« the term, or to grant a new term to any patentee. 
That the petitioner had enjoyed the benefit of his 
patent ſeveral years, had carried on a vaſt trade 
under the fame, and had thereby acquired a great 
deal of riches, which he thought was a ſufficient 
* recompence for the charge or hazard he had been 
at, and that the prolonging of the term would not 
only be ro prevent the nation's making any benefit 
of that invention, but alſo to give the petitioner a 
farther opportunity of diſturbing all other inven- 
tions, works or engines any way reſembling his, 
which would be a great diſcouragement to all new 
improvements or manufactures, and conſequently 
of dangerous conſequence to the trade of this na- 
tion 3 therefore he could not but be againit even 
referring the petitien to the conſideration of a 
committee.“ 


„ 


Sir John Ruſbout ſaid, That as no man was in- Sir 705. 
titled to a patent but he who introduced ſome new . 
invention or manufacture into the kingdom, he 
did not know, if the petitioner had at firſt any 
title to a patent; for that to his knowledge there 
had been in the pariſh where he lived, ſome ſuch 
manufacture for upwards of thirty years. How- 
ever, ſuppoſing that the petitioner had at firſt a 
good the to a patent, yet he could not think that 
there was any reaſon for renewing the term; but as 
all theſe things would properly come under the 
cognizance of the committee, therefore he would 


not be againſt referring the petition to the conſide- 
deration of a committee.” 


H4 Mr. 
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Me. Perrys Mr. Alderman Perry. Sir, the petitioner hap. 


* pening to have a brother whole head is extremely 
well turned for the Mechanics, and both of them 
being well informed of the great charge this na- 
tion was yearly put to, in the purchaſe of that ſort 
of Italian thrown filk, called Organzine, and that 
the ſame was all made within the dominions of 
© Savoy, by the means of a large and curious engine, 
* which had been ſet up and kept at work for many 
years in that country, but had been kept ſo ſecret, 
© that no other nation could ever yet come at the 
invention; they reſolved to make an attempt, for 
« the bringing of this invention into their own coun- 
try; they knew that there would be great difh- 
culty and danger in this undertaking, becauſe the 
King of Sardinia had made it death, for any man 
© to diſcover this invention, or attempt to Carry it 
© out of his dominions : However, the petitioner's 
brother reſolved to venture his perſon, for the be- 
* nefit and advantage of his native country, and Sir 
* Thomas was reſolved to venture his money, and to 
< furniſh his brother with whatever ſums ſhould be 
© neceſſary for executing ſo bold and ſo generous a 
* deſign. His brother went accordingly over to 
Hal, and after a long ſtay, and a great expence 
in that country, he found means to ſee this engine 
* ſo often, and to pry into the nature of it ſo nar- 


© rowly, that he made himſelf maſter of the whole 


invention, and of all the different parts and mo- 
tions belonging thereto, After his return to Eng- 
land, Sir Thomas, who knew the excellency of his 
* brother's genius, and could depend upon his word, 
was convinced that he was fully maſter of the 
thing, and therefore he chearfully agreed to ſup- 
© ply whatever expence ſhould be neceſſary for ſet- 
© ting it up in England; but that he might have the 
* ſame advantage that other perſons have and are in- 
* titled unto upon ſuch occaſions, he applied and got 
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ea grant of a patent from his late Majeſty, in the 
year 1718. The engine is ſo large, and there 
© are ſo many wheels, motions, ſpindles, and other 
things belonging to it, that it was three years af- 
© ter he had obtained his patent, before he could 
* poſſibly finiſh the engine. After the finiſhing 
© thereof, he could make no benefit thereby, till he 
© had procured and inſtructed a ſufficient number of 
* perſons how to work the ſame; and before he 
could do this, his Sardinia Majeſty had got an 
* account, that the engine was ſet up in England, 
and he was ſo ſenſible of the diſadvantage it would 
© be to his country, to have that ſort of thrown ſilk 
made in any other part of the world, that he im- 
* mediately prohibited the exportation of raw filk 
* out of his country; and before Sir Thomas could 
* fall upon any way of getting a ſufficient quantity 
' of raw ſilk ſtole out of that country, fo as to make 
any advantage of his engine, the term of his patent 
© was within a very few years of being expired: 
From which we may conclude, that it is impoſſi- 
ble that he could, as yet, have got a ſufficient re- 
* compence for the hazard and expence that he has 
been at. There might have been before, there 
may be ſtill, ſome other ſorts of twiſt ſilk made 
in England; but there was never any ſuch as Or- 
ganzine made, nor was there ever any ſuch engine 
ein England, as this that has been brought in and 
' ſet up by the petitioner and his brother. Thoſe 
* who are expert in the ſilk manufactures, know well 
the difference between the Organzine and any other 
© fort of twiſted ſilk, but gentlemen who have not 
' narrowly examined into the affair, may be miſta- 
ken; but as to the engine, the difference between 
eit and any other may be eaſily diſcovered : It is a 
very large engine, which is firſt moved by water, 
by the means of which firſt motion, a great many 
wheels and ſpindles are ſet a moving, and thereby 
great quantities of ſilk are twiſted in a much finer 
* ; manner, 
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manner, and by much fewer hands, than can poſ- 
* ſibly be done by any engine that was ever yet in- 
vented.“ | 


Mr. Barnard. * The chief reaſon why the peti- 
© tioner, has never yet been able to make any great 
advantage of his invention, is, that no raw filk is 
proper for his purpoſe but the Lalian; fo that he 
could have but very little, except what was pri- 
© vately. ſtole out of the dominions of Savey. He 
* has. been at the expence of making ſeveral experi- 
ments of the Turkey raw ſilk, but has always found, 
that it is impoſſible to make good Organzzine of 
that ſort of ſilk. He has likewiſe tried the raw 
< ſilk brought from China, and he finds that it would 
do as well as the Italian, but then the company 
* keeps it at ſo high a price, that it will not anſwer. 
What may be the reaſon of the company's keeping 
© that ſilk ſo dear, I know not; I can find no other 
© reaſon. for it, but only the great profits that com- 
* pany are reſolved to make of every thing, which 
© they, have an excluſive - privilege for dealing in. 
© I am ſure they purchaſe it in the country at a very 
cheap rate, and the danger or expence of bringing 
it home, cannot be ſo great, but that they may 
© ſell it at a more reaſonable price. The petitioner 
© has likewiſe made ſome experiments, of the raw 
© ſilk that has been produced from Carolina, which 
© has anſwered extremely well; and if there were 
© enough of it, we ſhould not, perhaps, be obliged 
* to lay out ſo much of the nation's money on the 
< purchaſe of Talian raw ſilk, nor ſhould we have 
« occaſion to trouble ourſelves much about the pro- 
* hibiting of the exportation of their raw filk : but, 
© as yet, there is but a very little ſilk produced from 
Carolina, ſo that the petitioner could not make any 
advantage thereby. I do not know what this 
? houſe may judge to be a proper recompence to the 
« petitioner, for the hazard and expence he has been 
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«at; but whatever reſolutions may be made in this 
affair, all poſſible care ought to be taken for pre- 


venting the invention's being carried out of this 


country. If we can keep our neighbours from 


ſtealing it from us, it will be a great encourage 
ment to ſeveral branches of our ſilk manufacture 


« plying moſt of them with that ſort of thrown ſilk 
called Organzine.? | | 


that time, and for ſome years before, had become 


a public grievance, and was loudly exclaimed at : 


The reaſon for making that law. was to prevent 
the ſetting up of any ſuch bubbles or monopolies 
for the future. The petitioner has never ſo much 


a3 endeavoured to make a bubble of his affair, nor 


has he ever graſped at the ſetting up of any un- 
lawful monopoly. He pretends to nothing elſe, 
but what every author of a new invention 18 reaſon- 


ably intitled unto ; that is, to have the ſole uſe of | 
his own invention, for ſo long a time, as may be 


a juſt recompence to him for the hazard and ex- 
pence he has been at, in bringing his invention to 


perfection. If he can ſhew to this houſe, that he 


has not yet had ſuch a recompence as is ſufficient, 


we are not confined by the former law; we not 
only may, but we ought to bring in a bill, for 
prolonging the term of his patent, or we ought to 


grant him ſuch other recompence as may be deem- 
ed proper and reaſonable. Raw ſilk may be 
bought, even in this country, for 16 s. per pound 


but when that very raw ſilk is manufactured, and 
made Organzine, it ſells for 24 5. per pound; the 


difference, which is fifty per cent. is all clear money 


" got 


trade; we ſhall have the benefit, at leaſt, of ſup- 
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Mr. Oglethorpe. Sir, That act for confining Mr. ogte- 
the King's patents to the term of fourteen years, pots 
© was made in the reign of King James I, The 
© bubbles and monopolies which were erefted, and 


the many enormities which were committed about 
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got to the nation; the 8 5. per pound, which i 
added to the price of that commodity, is all clear 
gain to us, becauſe it is added by the labour and 


* induſtry of our own people: and ſince this gain 
can be made, only by the means of this engine, 
* we muſt grant that this gentleman has, at his own 
hazard and charge, brought home a very uſeful 
and profitable branch of trade to his own country, 
for which he certainly deſerves a recompence. If 
he can ſhew that he has not, as yet, got a recom: 
© pence, by means of the patent granted to him, ei- 
ther becauſe of the difficulty of bringing his inven- 
tion to perfection, or becauſe of inevitable acci- 
« dents that have occurred, his caſe ought to be con- 
< ſidered, and the only proper way for us to inquire 
© into this matter, is to refer his petition to the con- 


© ſideration of a committee.“ 


Mr. D'ume Mr, John Drummond. Sir, I ſhall only take 
— * notice, that ſince the time that this gentleman's in- 


vention was brought to perfection, our exports of 
gold and filver lace have increaſed to a great de- 
gree; the reaſon of which is, that the ſort of twiſt 
or thrown ilk, that is made by the means of his 
< engine, is the only proper ſilk that can be made 
* uſe of in the manufacture of gold and ſilver lace ; 
and we having now that ſort of ſilk in much grea- 
ter plenty, and much cheaper than we ever had 
it before, our manufacturers in ſuch laces, have 
been able to ſell thoſe manufactures much cheaper, 
* than they were ever ſold before in this country; 
* from whence has proceeded the great increaſe of 
+ our exports of that commodity : and when there 
are ſuch quantities exported, we may depend upon 
it, that there is very little (if any) imported, not- 
* withſtanding that there is, perhaps, more of it now 


; wore in this country than ever was before. 


This 


I take notice of, Sir, hecauſę I look upon it as an 


6 im- 
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improvement in our manufactures, that is intirely 
' owing to this gentleman's invention.” 


Iog 


So many gentlemen of great characters, as to their 
knowledge in matters of trade, having ſpoke in fa- 
your of the petition, it was, without any diviſion, 
referred to the conſideration of a committee, to exa- 


* Wi:1f into a committee of the whole houſe, to conſi- © ## 
- Wider farther of the ſupply granted to his Majeſty 2 
. and a motion being made and ſeconded, that a ſum 
* not exceeding 25,348 J. 25. ſhould be granted to 
ie lis Majeſty, upon account, for out- penſioners of 
bs Chelſea Hoſpital, for the year 1732 3 

Mr. Pulteney ſtood up and faid, Sir, I do not wr. Pate 

ks now riſe upto make any motion; but I think I am, eck. 
in. in duty to my country, in duty to thoſe who do 
me the honour to give me a place in this houſe, 
Js. bound to take notice of ſome accounts or eſtimates 
110 © which have been laid before us, and which, to me, 
5 ſeem to be ſomewhat extraordinary. I muſt, in 
* © general, obſcrve, that the eſtimates of the public 
op * expence Increaſe every year: From year to year, 
Wh there is always ſome new article to be provided for, 
bad or ſome addition made to the old. If we at any 
we me get free of an extraordinary charge, it always 
— leaves ſome marks behind it; there is always ſome 
Ty * part of it remains, and 1s continued to be a burden 
SH on the people : Theſe ſmall remains may be, by 
_ lome, thought too inconſiderable to be taken notice 
_ | of, but to me nothing ſeems to be inconſiderable 
he? that is a charge upon the people; theſe ſmall re- 
58 * Mains, and theſe annual additions, by thus yearly 
Chis Wl. increaſing, may come, at laſt, to be a burden too 
a= heavy to be borne, 


mine the matter thereof, and to report the fame, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the houſe ; and a 
committee was accordingly appointed. 

After this affair was over, the houſe reſolved it- Motion as to 


© I can- 
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© Chelſea college; by the eſtimates now laid before 
us, that article appears to be heavier than it waz 
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] cannot now omit taking notice of the article cf 


laſt year. During the laſt war, this nation main. 
tained near 200,000 men, of which near go, ooo 
were national troops; yet towards the end of that 
war, the penſioners of Chelſea college did not a. 
mount to above 2000 : whereas, if we include the 
regiment of invalids, and the ſeveral independent MW pri 
companies of invalids, they now amount to above N wh 
4000 men. I do not doubt but the commiſſioners Ipo 
do whatever they can to examine, and to admit Nas 
none but thoſe, who, by the rules of that hoſpital, Nat 
appear to be intitled to be taken in. I likewiſe I kn 
know how many ſolicitations they muſt daily meet N ch: 
with, and how hard it is, in moſt caſes, to refuſe M* for 
them; yet, for the ſake of their country, they M © 
ought to be extremely cautious in this reſpect; ¶ ro: 
there may be many who are, by the rules intitled ln 
to be taken in, and yet are not proper objects of N the 
charity and compaſſion, either public or private. I I thi 
know, Sir, that there is a 8 among the officers N rec 
of the army, for having all their regiments look del 
well to the eye; there is a ſort of emulation among ¶ bu 
them, who ſhall have the moſt young and the beſt- ¶ ſig 
looking fellows in their regiment: This is the cauſe Nis 
that many a brave old ſoldier is diſcharged, in or- ka 
der to make room for a ſpruce young fellow, who I ac: 
can powder his hair, and dreſs ſo as to make a good I att 
appearance upon a day of review, though the old N W. 
man be, perhaps, the better ſoldier of the two, and pe 
not only willing, but able, to ſerve his country for I th. 
many years; yet he is diſcharged, as unfit for ſer- Hex 
vice, and brought in as a penſioner upon Chelſea I th 
college: They are admitted into the college, as men Ne 
old and infirm, yet when once they are got in, they C 
ſeem to be immortal; their numbers never decreaſe. I th 
Surely there are many of thoſe immortal old men, fo 
who live ſo long as idle penſioners of Chelſea col- 
lege, 
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lege, that might have ſerved for a great part of 
that time as good ſoldiers, even in a marching re- 
* giment 3 more eſpecially in time of peace, when 
there is not the leaſt occaſion for their being obliged 
to undergo any great fatigues, their duty cannot be 
extraordinary, and their marches may be made as 
eaſy as they pleafe. I remember, that at the laſt 


a- ſcrutiny which was made into the affairs of that 


the hoſpital, in which a right honourable perſon had a 
ent principal concern, above one half of the perſons, 
ve whoſe names were entered as penſioners, could not 
ers poſſibly be found; and of thoſe who were entered 
mit Nas letter-men, there were above 100, which was, 
al, Nat leaſt, one half, diſcharged : I do not, indeed, 
iſe know why there fhould be any entered in that 
ect I character, I do not ſee that there is any neceſſity 
uſe for it. 

ey We have heard, Sir, a great deal of the fine 
ct; MW roads lately made through the Highlands of Scot- 
led land, and I do not doubt of their being ſuch as 
; of they have been repreſented, nor do I doubt, but 
I WF that the gentleman who had the overſight and di- 
ers M'rction of them, has taken a care to execute the 
ok deſign as faithfully and as frugally as was poflible ; 
ng but I cannot ſee what it was that made ſuch a de- 
:ſt- ¶ ſign fo abſolutely neceſſary. Theſe Highlanders, it 


uſe 'i true, were made appear terrible before they were 


or- known 3 but after we got a little more into their 
vho WE acquaintance, they appeared to be but men: and 


bod after they were difarmed, I cannot fee that there 


old vas any great occaſion for this extraordinary ex- 
ind WW pence, for which J find there is now charged about 
for che ſum of 10, ooo J. But fince we have been at this 
ſer- © extraordioary and unneceffary expence, and that 
ea the Highlands are thereby made acceſſible, when- 
nen ever we have a mind to ſend any troops into that 
hey country, there is certainly no farther occaſion for 
aſe. che ſix Highland companies, which are kept up only 
en, for preſerving the peace of that country; theſe 

* fix 
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© fix companies amount to above 500 men, and 5; 
© the maintaining of them coſts the public above 
5000 J. yearly ; this expence may certainly be noy 
* ſaved, and all the ſervice they do, or can poſſibly 
do, may for the future be performed by detach. 
* ments from the regiments which are kept in that 
part of the iſland. Theſe things; Sir, I thought 
* myſelf obliged to take notice of, but I ſhall make N. the 
no motion, only J hope that they will be ſeriouſ Na 
< conſidered, and that all proper methods will be. fer 
© taken for leſſening the public charge as much A ma 


poſſible.? lic 


Sir William Strickland, * Sir, I have had the ho- to 
© nour to ſerve for ſome time at the board for ad. gh 
© mitting penſioners into Chelſea hoſpital ; I can an. ¶ . lie 
« ſwer for it, that in all my time, and I believe! Wc of 
may ſay for ſeveral years before, all imaginableMe ani 
< care has been taken to admit none but thoſe who the 
© were juſtly intitled to that public charity, or rather ¶ mi 
© that public reward for long and faithful ſervice; tril 
none have ever been admitted but ſuch as hal ga. 
© been diſabled in the ſervice, or ſuch as had ſervedMW« me 
their country for at leaſt twenty years, and were the 
« diſcharged as unfit for farther ſervice. The (ol-M pu 
© diers have always been obliged to bring certificate m- 
< from their officers of the time of their ſervice, or MW ſuc 
* of the manner of their having been diſabled in up 
© the ſervice. We have been ſo cautious, that ve; 
© have made the fellows ſtrip to the skin, that wet W 
might examine them the more narrowly, andi he 
might be the better able to judge whether they an 
were actually diſabled and unfit for any farther ſer-· ¶ in 
vice; and after ſuch a ſtrict inquiry, we could not pu 
© in conſcience, we could not in humanity, refuſe to git 
admit them. | no 

Sir wh 
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na Sir John Ruſbout. Sir, it does appear ſtrange 5. — 
dye to me, that notwithſtanding our long peace, the geech. 
ow number of thoſe penſioners, and the charge the 
by public is put to for maintaining them, ſhould be 
ch. N every day increaſing : Twenty years ſervice I muſt 
hat grant to be a long” term, but yet it is not always 
ght a proper qualification. If a man enters young into 
ake ¶ the ſervice, which molt men do, he may have been 
uſly We a ſoldier for twenty years, and yet very fit for 
beg ſervice, or for any day-labour 3 and if ſuch a 
u man be diſcharged, I ſee no reaſon why the pub- 
{lic ſhould be obliged to maintain him; he may 
© work for his daily bread. The public ought not 
ho · N to encourage any man to live idle, if he can poſ- 
ad. fibly earn a ſubſiſtence by his daily labour: I be- 
an. N lieve, Sir, there are many who are now penſioners 
ve | W of Chelſea hoſpital, who have wives and children, 
able and who not only can, but do earn as much by 
who FW their labours as might maintain them and their fa- 
ther milies 3 what they have from the public, only con- 
ce; FW tributes to encourage and ſupport their extrava- 
had gance : That hoſpital was never deſigned for ſuch 
rvedſ men, it was deſigned as a charitable relief only for 
were WW thoſe whoſe great age, or great ſufferings in the 
ſol · ¶ public ſervice, had rendered utterly incapable of 
cates maintaining themſelves by their daily labour, and 
„or ſuch only can regularly be admitted as penſioners 
d in upon the public.“ 
; well - 
e Mr, Pelham. Sir, I have had the honour to Mr. Pol R 
andi be one of the Chelſea board for ſome years, and 566: 
they ¶ am very certain that ever ſince I had any concern 
r ſer· ¶ in it, there have been few or no impoſitions ever 
1 not put upon the commiſſioners z I could never indeed 
fe to diſcover that any one man was admitted, who was 
8 not juſtly intitled thereto. The worthy gentleman 
I 


who ſpoke laſt, is miſtaken, if he thinks, that the 
number of the penſioners of that college is this year 


increaſed z upon the contrary, the number is di- 
Vol. X. 1 * miniſhed: 
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© miniſhed: There are 22 fewer penſioners this year 


© than there were the laſt 3 it is true, the ſum char. 
© ged for that hoſpital is larger now than it was 
« laſt year, but that proceeds from this being leap. 
© year, ſo that there is a day's ſubſiſtence for the 
< whole number of penſioners more than there waz 
laſt year, which amounts to a much larger ſum 
than the ſavings by the decreaſe in the number of 
© penſioners does amount to. 

As for the great increaſe of penſioners upon 
that college within theſe few years paſt, it is very 
© eaſy to account for it, becauſe there was ſome time 
ago two or three regiments brought over from Gi 
« braltar and Port-Mahon, that had been in garriſon 
© in thoſe two places for 15 or 16 years; in all 
< which time there had been few or no men dil. 
© charged upon the account of age or infirmity from 
c either of thoſe regiments ; the reaſon of which, [ 
«< ſuppoſe, was the great expence of ſending them 
© home, and carrying over freſh recruits in their 
room: and the ſoldiers having but little fatigue, 
< the officers found means to make them perform 
© all the duty that was required of them, while they 
remained in garriſon. But upon their 2 
c home, the change of the air, added to their own 
© age and infirmities, made moſt of them intirely 
« unfit for a march, or for any duty whatever; and 
it being then eaſy for the officers to ſupply their 
c places with young men that were fit for ſervice, 
great numbers of them were diſcharged; ſo that! 
© may ſay, that the moſt part of thoſe two or three 
« regiments came all upon the hoſpital at once, 
Another reaſon, Sir, that has contributed much to 
© the increaſe of thoſe penſioners, is, that there 1s as 
© yet but very bad proviſion for decayed ſoldiers 
in the hoſpital in Ireland, which is the cauſe that 
* whenever any regiment is brought over from that 
country in the courſe of changing, the old and 

5 | « diſabled 
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* diſabled men, who while in Jre/and, did all they 
* could to conceal their age or infirmity, then be- 
gin to ſolicit, and often obtain a diſcharge and 
« certificate from their officer, in order to get them- 
6 ſelves entered as penſioners in Chelſea college: 
« Thjs has been a ſort of grievance, but his Majeſty 
is doing all he can to get it rectified, as he does 
© with reſpect to every grievance as ſoon as ever he 
« diſcovers It, and it is to be hoped that he will have 
© ſucceſs in his endeavours as to this. 
The worthy gentleman was in the right, when 
© he ſaid, that 20 years ſervice was not always a 
© proper qualification; it is not always allowed of 
* as ſuch, I have myſelf known ſeveral examples, 
* when a ſturdy well-looked man has come with a 
proper diſcharge and a certificate from his officer, 
in order to be admitted upon the college, the board 
© has been ſo far from admitting him, that they 
have examined him as to the method of his ob- 
* taining his diſcharge; and if it appeared, that he 
© had ſolicited the ſame, they have abſolutely refu- 
{ſed to admit him: upon the other hand, if it ap- 
© peared that he had not ſolicited his diſcharge, but 
was Willing to continue in the ſervice, the board 
* has ſent him back to the regiment, with orders t 
his officer to receive him. | 
As to the high roads made through the High- 
*}ands of Scotland, they are certainly of great uſe 
not only to that country, but to the whole nation; 
* becauſe of the eaſy acceſs that is thereby made to 
* and from that country, and the expence will appear 
to be very ſmall, when compared with the great 
* charges that have formerly been brought in for 
* marching detachments through that country. One 
would be ſurprized to fee the difference between 
the ſums charged. for the making of thoſe roads, 
and the vaſt ſums charged for ſome of thoſe 
© marches ; and whoever will be at the painsto com- 
* pare them together, muſt grant, that the * 
12 ble 
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* ble gentleman who had the direction of making 


GH CE „„ 


Mr. Pulte- 
ney's ſpeech. ( 


n ll ß S © © Wo Wo ß 5 26. HH. GO. 


« 


thoſe roads, has taken the utmoſt care to ſee the 
deſign executed in the molt faithful and fruga] 
manner, and that he has thereby done a piece of 
ſignal ſervice to his country and to poſterity,” 


Mr. Pulteney. Sir, I doubt not but all neceſſary 
precautions are taken at preſent as to the admit. 
ting of penſioners upon that college; but whatever 
ſtrictneſs may be obſerved in the inquiries as to 
that affair, there may notwithſtanding now and 


then an impoſition happen to be made. I believe 


the inquiries were as ſtrict formerly as they are 
now, yet I know that ſome years ago there waz 
one fellow got himſelf admitted a penſioner, a 
having had two of his ribs broke by a cannon- ball 
though it was afterwards diſcovered that the fel. 
low's ribs were broke by a fall from a houſe, when 
he was ſerving the builders as a day-labourer. The 
roads made in the Highlands may be very good, 
that country may be thereby rendered acceſſible; 
but certainly, the more eaſy acceſs is made thereto, 
the leſs neceſſary it is to keep up the independent 
companies : ſince we have been at the expence oi 
making the country acceſſible, we may be relieved 
from the charge of maintaining thoſe companies, 
I believe if the caſe were examined into, there is 
not ſo much money raiſed for the public ſervice 
in all that conntry, as will pay only thoſe inde- 
pendent companies, and I do not ſee any reaſon 
why the reſt of the nation ſhould be put to any 
farther expence that way; I have not as yet heard 
any reaſon given for it, nor has there any anfwer 
been made to my objection againſt that ar- 
ticle of the public accounts. I know that when 
accounts have been demanded of the produce of 
any branch of the revenue in that country, a right 
honourable perſon has been ſemetimes pleaſed to 


be 
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© be facetious, and anſwer in the Exchequer term, 


© Nitchils ; but ſuch affairs are a little too ſerious to 
be made a joke of. I have no great reaſon at pre- 
ſent to expect any reduction in our ſtanding army: 
But before I leave this ſubject, I muſt beg leave 
© to add, that if ever this nation does arrive at the 
© happineſs of ſeeing a reduction, I hope his Ma- 


* jeſty will take care that intire corps ſhall be redu- 


*ced; for when a reduction is made in the method 
lately obſerved, that is, by diſbanding ſo many 
men per company, the old men only are dif- 
charged, and as ſoon as they are diſcharged as ſol- 
* diers, they enter as penſioners upon Chelſea-College, 
* ſo that the public can never ſave much by any ſuch 
* reduction,” 


Sir Robert Walpole. Sir, T am ſurprized to hear S 
af”? e'S 
ſpeech, 


© objeftions made againſt the articles now mentior- 
ed; they really ſeem to be made for the ſake of 


humour only; every one of the articles that have 


© been objected againſt, is in itſelf ſo neceſſary, and 
* ſo much care has been taken in every one of them 
to reduce the public expence as low as poſſible, 
that it would ſeem as if gentlemen were reſolved 
* to find fault with ſomething, As to the article of 
* Chelſea-College, I am perſuaded, that all poſſible 
care has been taken to ſave the public money; no 
man has been lately admitted, but one who ap- 
peared plainly to be either a man who was grown 
gold or infirm, or one who was actually diſabled 
in the ſervice of his country; ſuch ſurely are ob- 
jects of the public charity; and no man who has 
da regard for the ſervice, or for the honour of his 
* country, will grudge a poor ſubſiſtence to a brave 
man, who by ſerving the public has rendered him- 
ſelf incapable to ſerve or provide for himſelf. 
Twenty years ſervice only is not, it never was a 
qualification ſufficient by itſelf to intitle a man to 
be admitted as a penſioner upon Chelſea-College ; 

13 beſides 
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© beſides his ſervice, every man who comes to be ad- 
* mitted, mult have a regular diſcharge from his 
officer; and it is not to be preſumed that any offi. 
* cer will diſcharge a brave old ſoldier, as long as 
he is in any way fit for ſervice, even though he were 
to loſe nothing by ſuch a diſcharge 3 but we knoy 
that an officer is a real loſer by every diſcharge 
he grants. What is allowed for levy-money is al. 
ways paid to the officer, whether he has an occa- 
* ſion for any recruits or no; if he has no occaſion 
for recruits, he puts it in his own pocket; and if 
* the recruiting of his regiment come to more mo- 
* ney in a year than the allowance will anſwer, he 
* muſt pay the ſurplus out of his own pocket. Can 
* we then imagine that any officer will diſcharge an 
able and a diſciplined foldier, and thereby put 
* himſelf to a great charge for a new man to be 
put in his ſtead, beſides the trouble and fatigue 
* which the officer muſt undergo to ſee ſuch ney 
men trained up to diſcipline ? Such a ſuppoſition 
* plainly appears to be unreaſonable. 
It is very true, Sir, that when I came firſt into 
© the board for Chelſea hoſpital, which was ſoon after 
the late Queen's death, there was a ſtrict ſeru- 
tiny into the affairs of that hoſpital, and by the 
* conſequences, ſuch ſcrutiny appeared to be neceſſi 
ry; for though we found the accounts all ſettled 
and ſigned by the former commiſſioners, yet upon 
examination we diſcovered, that there were no |: 
than 7000 names put upon the liſt of Chelſea per- 
* fioners, more than we could poſſibly find perſons to 
* anſwer to, and a great many of thoſe perſons who 
did anſwer to the names put upon the lift were 
* Iriſh, who had no title to have been admitted into 
that hoſpital ; yet if the change had not happened 
© at that time, it is certain that the whole money 
charged would have been advanced and paid to 
* the perſons that were principally TE in in. 
| . 2 s ſertins 
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« ſerting ſo many forgeries into that liſt: From 
nis © thence we may judge how neceſſary a ſcrutiny was 
H. at that time, and what a large ſum of money 
a: W © was ſaved to the 2 by ſuch ſcrutiny. This, 
ere * Sir, was one of the dark pieces of management in 
» MW * that adminiftration, which never could be cleared 
ge up; at leaſt, it was never publickly avowed what 
al vas meant thereby. I remember likewiſe, that at 
ca the time of that ſcrutiny, there was a great reduc- 
jon © tion among the letter - men, yet that is no argument 
git that it is not neceſſary to have any letter- men at 
a0. all; it is but reaſonable that ſome poor fellows, 
he © who have ſerved long as ſerjeants or corporals of 
an W © horſe, or gentlemen cadees, who have had the miſ- 
an fortune to be diſabled in the ſervice, ſhould be 
put allowed ſome ſort of diſtinction, and have a little 
be © more pay than a common ſoldier, eſpecially con- 
gue * fidering that ſuch an allowance coſts the public 
hey! but a mere trifle. 
ion As to the roads made through the Highlands, I 
have heard them ſo much applauded by every 
into body without doors, and the ſum charged upon 
ter © that account is ſo inconſiderable, that I wonder to 
cru. hear any member of this houſe take notice of it, 
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the That there was a neceſſity for making ſuch roads, 
M40 * muſt be evident to every man who conſiders the 
tied © circumſtances of the nation, and of that country 
pon © in particular, It is well known, that whenever 
1-68 © any deſign was ſet on foot againſt the government, 
pen; or any invaſion intended, the firſt ſcene has been 
s to © always laid in that country; that country was for- a 
who © merly ſo inacceſſible, that the enemies of the go- þ 
vere © vernment could ſafely land or rendezvous there, F 
inte © and could eaſily defend themſelves till they found 3 
ned} © an opportunity of coming down to the low-coun- 1 
ne © try, and raifing a diſturbance through the whole 4 
1 © nation. It is very true, that the men of that q 
in country are but men; they are in themſelves no 3 
ting 14 better 1 
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© better than other men, and were terrible only be- 


* cauſe they could not be come at; from their inac- 
ceſſible country. they made inroads, and plundered 
their neighbours, and when a ſufficient force was 
raiſed againſt them, they retired again and took 
ſhelter among their inacceſſible 4— and moun- 
tains, where it was impoſſible to come at them; 
this only made them terrible: but by the highways 
that are now made, this cauſe of terror is remo- 
ved; their neighbours are made eaſy, and that 
country will no longer be a ſafe landing or para- 
ding place for thoſe who come to attack us, nor 
* will it be a ſafe refuge for thoſe who fly from the 
« juſtice of the nation. 
© Though theſe roads be now finiſhed, and 
brought to a perfection far beyond what could 
have been expected in ſo ſhort a time, or for ſo 
* ſmall a ſum, yet, Sir, the independent companies 
are not thereby rendered unneceſſary ; I have been 
informed by every perſon who has been in, or 
knows the country, and the nature of the people 
who are the inhabitants thereof, that the keeping 
of thoſe independent companies in the country 1s 
by much the beſt method of keeping the people in 
order: and if thoſe companies were to be diſband- 
ed, and the ſervice was to be performed by detach- 
ments from the regiments in the low country, 1 
am ſure the public would ſave nothing ; for not- 
withſtanding of the highways that are now made, 
the marching of thoſe detachments backwards and 
torwards, and the ſending them proviſions, which 
muſt be all ſent from places in the low country at 
a great diſtance, would coſt the public full as 
much, if not more, every year, than the maintain- 
ing of thoſe ſix independent companies now a- 
mounts to. As for what money may be returned 
* from that country for the public ſervice, I do not 
* know; but it is well known that every part of 
that country pays the land- tax, and every other 
© tax 
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© tax which they are ſubjected to by the articles of 
the union; and conſequently, they muſt certainly 
« bear a part of the public charge, and have from 
« thence a juſt title to be protected and defended, 
© as well as any other part of the nation: North 
« Britain is a part of Britain, as well as South Britain 
is; it is the ſame country, and I hope in all the 
« reſolutions of this houſe it will always be looked 
gon as ſuch.” 


The committee came at Jaſt to the following reſo- 
Jutions, which upon the report made on the Tue/day 
thereafter, were agreed to by the houſe, viz. 


½, That a ſum not exceeding 160,214 J. 4 5s. Reſolutions 


121 


114, be granted to his Majeſty for maintaining his b. 


Majeſty's forces and gariſons in the plantations, 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and for proviſions for the 
gariſons at Annapolis. Royal, Canſo, Placentia and 
Gibraltar, for the year 1732. 


24, That a ſum not exceeding 23, 348 J. 25. be 
granted to his Majeſty upon account for out-penſio- 
ners of Chel/ſea- Hoſpital, for the year 1732. 


3d, That a ſum not exceeding 11,258 J. 10s. and 
8:4, be granted to his Majeſty for defraying ſeveral 
extraordinary expences and ſervices incurred in the 
year 1731, and not provided for by parliament. 


On the 2d of February the houſe of Commons or- Order as to 


dered, that the proper officer ſhould lay before their S 


Waters 


houſe all ſuch proceedings, papers and other inſtru- eg. 


ments, as he had in his cuſtody, relating to the ſale 
of the eſtates of James late Earl of Derwentwater, 


On the 3d, ſeveral petitions were preſented to the Petition or 
houſe againſt the ſugar colony bill; after which, Sir 2 C2. 


ble Corpera- 


Thomas Robinſon preſented to the houſe, a petition of cir. 


the proprietors of the Charitable Corporation, for 5 
ef 
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lief of induſtrious poor, by aſſiſting them with ſmall 
ſums upon pledgesat legal intereſt, aſſembled in their 
general court, complaining, © That by the notorious 
breach of truſt in ſeveral perſons, to whom the 
care and management of their affairs was commit- 
ted, the ſaid corporation had been defrauded of 
the greateſt part of their capital, amounting to ſe. 
« veral hundred thouſand pounds; and that all the 
« petitioners were become great ſufferers thereby, and 
* many of them reduced to the utmoſt degree of mi. 
« ſery and diſtreſs ; and alledging, that ſome, who 
© had been guilty of theſe frauds, had tranſported 
< themſelves to parts beyond the ſeas, and carried 
* with them ſome of the books and effects of the ſaid 
corporation; and that there was great reaſon to 
© believe, ſuch an immenſe ſum of money could not 
< have been imbezzled without the connivance and 
participation of others, who continued here; and 
< that the petitioners were unable to come at the 
* knowledge of their combinations, or to bring them 
* to juſtice, without the aid of the power and autho- 
© rity of that houſe; and therefore praying, that the 
* houſe would vouchſafe to inquire into the ſtate of 
© the ſaid corporation, and the conduct of thoſe who 
had the care and management of their affairs, and 
* would give ſuch relief to the petitioners as to the 


* houſe ſhould ſeem meet. Which petition being 
read; 9 


Mr. Oglethorpe ſtood up, and ſpoke to the effect 
as follows, viz. © Sir, I am perſuaded that this pe- 
* titton will be received in a manner deſerving of the 
* unhappy caſe of the ſufferers, and of the juſtice of 
this houſe : I can hardly ſuſpect that any Gentle- 
man that has the honour to be a member of this 
* houſe, will oppoſe giving all the relief we can 
to ſuch a number of unhappy people, who have 
been ſo much cheated and injured ; yet becauſe | 
have heard it whiſpered without doors, that - 

* ought 
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ought not to receive this petition, upon account, as 
« js pretended, that the common ſeal was not regu- 
* larly affixed thereto z I think it neceſſary to take 
« ſome notice of that objection, in caſe any ſuch be 


to be made. I muſt ſay, that if there be any irre- 


© oularity as to the aſhxing the public ſeal of that 
company to this petition, it is in my opinion ſo far 
from being an objection to our receiving the peti- 
tion, that it is a very ſtrong reaſon for it. If there 
* be any fault in form, it is the fault of thoſe who 
had the keeping of the common ſeal, and as they 
© may perhaps be ſome of thoſe againſt whom the 
© complaint 1s made, and who may, upon inquiry, 
© be found by this houſe to be the guilty perſons; we 
© are therefore to look upon any neglect in form to 
be a wilful fault, and a plot laid for preventing the 
truth's being brought to light: ſuch plots, will, I 
hope, be always defeated by the wiſdom of this 


| © houſe; and whenever it can be diſcovered that any 


© frauds have been committed, or any indireCt 
practices uſed by thoſe who have the keeping of 
* any common ſea], this houſe will, I hope, make 
* uſe of that power with which it is by our conſti- 
© tution inveſted, for detecting and puniſhing the 
* criminals : For my own part, I always was for en- 
© couraging the deſign upon which this corporation 
* was at firſt eſtabliſhed ; people may call it chari- 


| © table or no, as they pleaſe ; hut I always looked 


© upon it as an act of charity, to let neceſſitous per- 
* ſons have money to borrow upon eaſter terms than 
they could have it elſewhere. Money, like other 


things, is but a commodity ; and in the way ot 


dealing, the uſe thereof, as well as of other things, 
© is looked upon to be worth as much as people can 
get for it; if this corporation let neceſſitous peo- 
ple have the uſe of their money at a cheaper rate than 
© any other perſon would lend money at, they were 
certainly uſeful to the public, and were in ſo far to 
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* be reckoned a Charitable Corporation; and if they, 


© had 
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© had aſked more than what was uſual to be given, 
they could not have had any cuſtomers; the deſign 

was therefore in itſelf good and uſeful ; but the bet- 
© ter the deſign was, the more thoſe perſons deſerve 
© to be puniſhed, who by their frauds have diſap- 
© pointed the public, of reaping the benefit which 
might have accrued by an honeſt and faithful exe. 
© cution of ſo good an undertaking.” 


Sir Thomas Robinſon, * There is no doubt, Sir, 
but that a great many frauds have been committed 
in the affair now before us; ſo large a ſum of mo- 
* ney could not have been loſt in ſo ſhort a time by 
© the greateſt misfortunes that poſſibly could have 
* happened, nor could the greateſt miſmanagement 
reduce ſuch a capital to nothing in ſo few years, 
© without ſome fraud at bottom; and as matters now 
* ſtand, every man who had any hand in this un- 
lucky affair, is accuſed by the general voice of the 
people; every man concerned is preſumed to have 
© been a partaker in the crime, and the innocent ſuf- 
fer in their characters, as well as in their eſtates, 
by the frauds of the guilty. As the capital ſtock 
* of this corporation was divided among a great 
* number of proprietors, the ſufferers by theſe frauds 
© muſt be very numerous, and among them there 
* are without doubt a great many who are quite un- 
done; it is enough to move the compaſſion of any 
© man, to think that gentlemen and ladies who have 
© been bred to an affluent fortune, ſhould thus at 
© once be reduced to miſery and ſtarving, and that 
without any fault of their own, but merely by the 
* frauds or by the neglect of thoſe, to whom they 
© had intruſted the management of their eſtates : This 
is a caſe, Sir, that deſerves to be inquired into in 
* an extraordinary manner; ſuch innocent ſufferers 
© deſerve the moſt ſpeedy redreſs that the juſtice of 
© this nation can admit of; it would be cruelty to 
leave it to the ordinary forms, or to ſubject it to 

« the 
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2. che long delays that neceſſarily attend the ordinary 
n, courſe of juſtice ; and therefore I hope no member 
2n of this houſe will refuſe to give ear to the juſt com- 
t- plaint of the petitioners, or appear to be againſt 
ve giving them all the redreſs that can be given in a 
p- © Parliamentary method of proceeding. There are, 
ch I think, three things that muſt come under our 
e « conſideration in the preſent cafe : Firſt, we muſt 
© endeavour to relieve, as much as poſſible, thoſe who 
© are the unlucky ſufferers in this affair: Secondly, 
ir, We muſt endeavour as much as we can, to diſco- 
ed ver thoſe who are really guilty, and puniſh them 
0- i © as ſeverely as their crimes deſerve : And, Thirdly, 
by We muſt endeavour to vindicate the characters of 
ve © thoſe who are innocent, and who at preſent ſuffer 
nt by being blended with thoſe that are guilty. Theſe 
's, WW © things demand a moſt ftrict and a moſt exact ſcru- 
tiny into the management of the affairs of this cor- 
n- © © poration and therefore this petition ought not only 
he to be referred to a committee, but to a ſelect com- 
ve mittee of a certain number of members to be choſe 
if. by ballot, which committee ought to be a com- 
'S, mittee of ſecrecy.” | 


at Captain Vernon agreed in every thing to what Sir 
ds WU Thomas had moved for, except as to the committee's 
re being a committee of ſecrecy ; in which he was ſe- 
n- conded by Mr. H—s, who faid, That a public Mr.H—'s 
committee would be more for the purpoſe, becauſe" 
ve in ſuch caſe he and every other gentleman of the 
at WW © houſe who could give them any information, could 
at then attend, and could know what they were about, 
he by which they would learn how to aſſiſt the com- 
cy IF © mittee in making diſcoveries, and clearing up facts 
us WW © which they might be in any doubt about, He 
in I * ſaid farther, that as to the management, he could 
rs not but take notice of one fact which to him ap- 
of FF © peared ſomething extraordinary: He had diſco- 
to | vered, 
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Sir Robert 
Sutton's 


ſpeech. 


Sir Arcbi- 
bald G 


ſpeech, © had the misfortune to be a manager, he thought 


Other 
ſpeeches. 
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© yered, he ſaid, that at one time there were bond; MW © 
© or notes of that corporation iſſued to the value of h. 
© about 120, o00 J. about which time the Tork-Build. WM ar 
© ings ſtock roſe from 18 or 19 to 36 or thereabouts ar 
per Cent, This ſudden riſe, he believed, was prin- fr 
© cipally owing to the bonds and notes of the Chari. m 
© table Corporation, which at that time went about m 
current and in great plenty in Change- Alley. * {i 


Sir Robert Sutton and Dennis Bond ſaid, © Thats; WM ir 
they had had the misfortune to be named as mana. th 
gers of the affairs of that corporation, they thought 
< themſelves obliged to ſay ſomething upon the pre. 
< ſent occaſion : they were both very conſiderable 
* proprietors, and conſequently were very great ſuf- 
< ferers; but though they had been named as mana- 
gers, yet they were but ſeldom there, and kney 
very little of what was done.“ 


Sir Archibald Grant ſaid, That as he likewiſe had 


* himſelf obliged to ſay ſomething to the affair then 
© before them : that he alſo was a very conſiderable 
< proprietor, had no leſs than 1500 ſhares of their | 
capital in his own right, which had coſt him If (fr 
* above 8000 l. That he was very willing the pr 
© management ſhould be inquired into, becauſe he 

* hoped the fraudulent and deceitfu] would thereby pe! 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who had been deceived © net 
and impoſed upon.” lat 


Several gentlemen ſpoke for the committee's WW we 
© being a ſecret committee, becauſe it had been al- ¶ thi 
vays obſerved, that ſuch committees made the moſt 

narrow and the moſt ſpeedy inquiry into the affairs 
that had been referred to them: If every member ¶ fo 
© had a liberty of coming there, it would occaſion I tr: 
© ſuchdiſturbance, and ſo many delays, that it would th 
be impoſſible for the committee to finiſh their re- 


port, 
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port, or for the houſe to give any relief to the un- 
happy ſufferers, during that ſeſſion of Parliament: 
and its being a committee of ſecrecy, could not be 
« any loſs as to their getting all poſſible information 
from the other members of the houſe, who could 
make any diſcoveries z the gentlemen of the com- 
« mittee would be known, and it was to be pre- 
« ſumed, that every member that could make any 
« diſcovery of conſequence, would immediately give 
information thereof to ſome of the gentlemen of 
the committee.” 


Aferubich debate, e Monte come e mans 


ing reſolutions without any diviſion or oppoſition, 
viz, 1/t, That the petition ſhould be referred to the 
conſideration of a committee. 2d. That the num- 
ber of the committee ſhould be 21. 34d, That the 
committee ſhould be choſen by way of ballotting. 
Then the motion was made, and the queſtion pur, 
Thatthe committee ſhould be a committee of ſecrecy. 
Upon which the houſe came to a diviſion, and it was 
carried in the negative, 212 againſt 132, 


Upon the 4th day of F. ebruary 5 Mr i Docminique Papers pre · 
(from the commiſſioners for trade and plantations) ſented. 


1 to the houſe (purſuant to their addreſs to 
is Majeſty) copies of ſuch repreſentations and pa- 
pers, as had been laid before the ſaid Commiſſio- 
ners, ſince the then laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, re- 
lating to the diſpute between his Majeſty's ſugar co- 
lonies, and the northern colonies in America ; which 
were ordered to lie upon the table, to be peruſed by 
the members of the houſe. 


Upon this occaſion we think it proper to inſert the Repreſents- 
following repreſentation from the commiſſioners for 
trade and plantations, which was not preſented till ners for 
the 17th ;z but as it may give ſome light into the 
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above diſpute, we have thought proper to inſert i; 
here, 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled. 


IS Majeſty having been pleaſed, upon the ad. 
] dreſs of this honourable houſe (by his order 
bearing date the gth day of June laſt) to direct the 
commiſſioners for trade and plantations, to prepare 
a repreſentation to be laid before the houſe this (el. 
ſion of Parliament, of the ſtate of his Majeſty's co- 
Tonies and plantations in America, with reſpe to any 
laws made, manufactures ſet up, and trade carried 
on there, which may affect the trade, navigation, 
and manufactures of this kingdom: 

We did forthwith ſend circular letters to all the 
governors of the Britiſh colonies in America, direct- 
ing them to tranſmit an exact and particular ac- 
count of the matters mentioned in the ſaid order, 
that we might be the better enabled to make a punc- 
tual and authentic return upon proper vouchers to the 


houſe, 


But by the addreſs upon this ſubje& (which was 
moved very late the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament) hav- 
ing been again repeated the 1 5th of laſt month; we 
thought it our duty to inform the houſe of the true 
ſtate of this matter, and to take their ſenſe in what 
manner the board ſhould conduct themſelves upon 
this occaſion, viz, Whether the houſe would accept 
of ſuch report as we are able to make from the 
books and papers in our office, or wait the returns 
from the governors of the Britiſb colonies in Ame- 
rica. 


And it ſeeming to be the ſenſe of this houſe, that 


the board ſhould make ſuch a report as they were 


then able to draw up from the books and papers in 
their office; we have accordingly done ſo, 3 
ince 
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ſince that time received returns from Maryland, 
New-York; New- England, Soutb- Carolina, Rhode: 
and; and Famaica, whereupon we humbly re- 
reſent: 5 

b That it being required to lay before this houſe, a 
ſtate of his Maſeſty's colonies in America, with re- 
d. ſpect to any laws made; manufactures ſet up; or 
trade carried on there, detrimental to the trade, na- 
he ¶ vigation or manufactures of Great Britain; we ſhall 
re begin with what regards the laws, and premiſe ſome 
particulars relating to the conſtitution of the ſeveral 
0* WE colonies, and to the powers veſted in them tor paſſing 
NY Wl of laws. 

Many of the Britiſb colonies in America are imme- 
diately under the government of the crown, namely, 
Neva-Scotia, New- Hampſhire, the Jerſeys, New-Yorks 
Virginia, the two Carolina's, Bermuda, Bahama J- 
c. ¶ ſands, Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward Iſlands; - 
others are veſted in proprietors, as Pen/ylvania, Ma- 
and, and not long ſince the Babama's and the two 
Carolina's alſo : There are likewiſe three charter go- 
the WF vernments, the chief of theſe is the Maſſachuſet*s-Bay, 
commonly called New- England ; the conſtitution 


whereof is of a mixed nature; where the power ſeems 
oh to be divided between the King and people, but in 


which the people have much the greater ſhare; for 
here the people do not only chuſe the aſſembly, but 
hat I the aſſembly chuſe the council alſo, and the governor 
depends upon the aſſembly for his annual ſupport, 
: which has fo frequently laid the governor of this pro- 
nc I vince under temptations of giving up the prerogative 
of the crown, add the intereſt of Great Britain. | 
The remaining provinces, Conne#icut, and Rhode= + 
h Hand, are charter governments alſo, or rather cor- 
at porations where almoſt the whole power of the 
crown is delegated to the people; for they chuſe theit 
aſſembly, their council, and their governor likewiſe, 
—_— and hold little or no correſpondence with 
dur office. 


Vol. X. K All 
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All theſe colonies however, by their ſeveral con. 
ſtitutions, have power of making laws for their bet. 
ter government and ſupport, provided they be nat 
repugnant to the laws of Great Britain, nor detii- MW fo 
mental to their mother country. 

In the Maſſachuſet's Bay alſo, if their laws are not 
repealed within three years after they have been pre MW ſn 
ſented to his Majeſty, they are not repealable by the ¶ to 
crown after that time. th 

The provinces of Maryland, Connecticut and Rhode. W m 

Iſland, not being under any obligation by their re- fit 
ſpective conſtitutions, - to return authentic copies of MW ſet 
their laws to the crown for approbation or diſal- W ev 
lowance, or to give any account of their proceed. 
ings, we are very little informed what is doing in W ve 
any of theſe governments, aC 

All the governors of colonies (which are under MW co 
appointment) ought, within a reaſonable time, to MW irc 
tranſmit home authentic copies of the ſeveral acts by W qu 
them paſſed, to go through a proper examination; w. 
but are ſometimes negligent in their duty in this par- W bo 
ticular, and paſs temporary laws of ſhort continu. no 
ance, that have their full effect before this board can W ha 
acquire due notice of them: Some attempts have 
been made to prevent this pernicious practice, and 
many laws have, from time to time, been repealed 
on that account. - | 

And from the conſtant diſcharge of our duty here- 
in, it has ſo happened, that upon the moſt diligent 
inquiry into all the acts paſſed in the ſeveral Brit 
colonies, ſince the acceſſion of his late Majeſty to the ter 
throne, there are none that have yet come to our (at 
knowledge, ſtill remaining unrepealed or unexpired, W or 
which are liable to objection, excepting thoſe only MW po 
in the following liſt, and even againſt them no com- ve 
plaint has been made to this board until very late 
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In Maſſacbhuſet's Bay. 
An act paſſed in the year 1728, intitled, An act 
for the encouragement of making paper. 


This manufacture has hitherto made but a very 
ſmall progreſs, and can hardly be ſaid in a ſtrict ſenſe 
to interfere with our own paper, becauſe almoſt all 
the paper ſent to New England from hence is foreign 
manufacture; but it certainly interferes with the pro- 
fit made by the Britiſb merchant upon foreign paper 
{ent to this province; however, no complaints have 
ever been made to us againſt this law, 

By the return to our circular letter from the go- 
vernor of New Hampſhire, we are informed, that an 
act paſſed many years ſince in that province for en- 
couraging of iron works, by which the exportation of 
iron ore is prohibited; but upon the moſt diligenit in- 
quiry, no ſuch act is to be found in our office; and 
we believe none ſuch was ever tranſmitted to this 
board: however, not knowing whether this act might 
not have paſſed ſince the late King's acceſſion, we 
have inſerted it in this liſt, 


In New-York. | 
A law paſſed in the year 1728, intitled, An a# 
to repeal ſome parts, and to continue and enforce other 
parts of the alt therein mentioned, and for granting ſe- 
veral duties to his Majeſty for ſupporting his govern- 
ment in the colony of New-York, from the Iſt of Sep- 
tember, which will be in the year 17333 wherein 
(among other duties) one was laid of five ounces of plate 
or forty ſhillings in bills of credit, on every negroe im- 
ported from Africa, and a duty of four pounds on every, 
negroe imparted from axy other place. * 


The plantations in all times paſt have laid duties 
upon the importation of negroes, and as the merchants 
* W, have 
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have naturally increaſed their price in proportion to 
thoſe duties, ſo it is but lately that complaints have 
been made againſt theſe duties (unleſs they went to 
exceſs; ) but the board are of opinion, that it would 
be more for the convenience of the trade, that theſe 
dutics ſhould for the future be paid by the purchaſcr, 
than by the importer ; and his Majeſty has (upon 
our repreſentation) been pleaſed to ſend an inſtruc. 
tion to all the governors in America. 

By the charter of Penſylvania it has already been 
obſerved, that the proprietor is obliged to offer the 
laws of the province to the crown for approbation 
or diſallowance, within five years after they are pal: 
fed; and if his Majeſty does not think fit to repeal 
them in ſix months from the time they are ſo offered, 
It is not in the power of the crown to repeal them 
afterwards ; but ſince the year 1715, this article of 
the charter has been evaded, and the laws of this 
province have not been tranſmitted to this board 
(except occaſionally an act or two) ſo that we are 
not enabled to lay a ſtate of the laws of this province 
before the houſe. 

That upon a late petition. to his Majeſty from the 
merchants of London, in behalf of themſelves and 
others, complaining, that as the law now ſtands in 
ſome of the colonies, his ſubjects reſiding in Great 
Britain are-left without any remedy for the reco- 
very of their juſt debts, or have ſuch only as is very 
partial and precarious z as alſo that in ſeveral of the 
ſaid colonies and plantations, greater and higher du- 
ties and impoſitions are laid on the ſhips and goods 
belonging to his ſubjects in Great Britain, than on 
the goods and ſhips of perſons inhabiting the ſaid 
colonies and plantations. 

The ſaid merchants being deſired to acquaint the 
board, whether they knew of any particular laws in 
the colonies againſt which they had reaſon to object; 
they did deliver to us a liſt of laws, wherein the ſaid 
eolonies appear to have been very partial in their 

own 
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own favour 3 in ſome of them, exempting their 
perſons from arreſts ; in others, giving a preference 
to the inhabitants before the Britiſh merchants in the 
recovery of debts and enacting dutics; where a leſs 
burden is laid upon their own effects, than upon 
thoſe of the Britiſh merchant. 

We beg leave to acquaint this houſe, that purſuant 
to an order of the committee of council, this board 
did on the 5th of December 1728, make a very par- 
ticular inquiry into the ſtate of the plantations at that 


time with reſpect to ſilk, linnen and woollen manu- 


factures eſtabliſhed there, and having then diſcourſed 
with many perſons who had either been governors 
of ſome of the colonies, or were by other means well 
acquainted with their circumſtances, it appeared to 
this board, and we did accordingly repreſent ; 
That in the colonies of New- England, New-York, 
Connecticut, Rhode-Iſland, and Pen/ilvania, and in 
the county of Samer ſet in Maryland, the people had 
fallen into the manufacture of woollen and linnen 
cloth for the uſe of their own families, but we 
could not learn they had ever manufactured any for 
ſale in thoſe colonies, except in a ſmall Indian town 
1 Penſylvania, where ſome Palatines had been lately 
ettled. | 
The reaſons why theſe people had begun this ma- 
nufacture, were; 


iſt, That the product of theſe colonies being 
chiefly ſtock and grain, the eſtates of the inhabitants 
depended wholly upon farming, and this could not 
be carried on without a certain quantity of ſheep ; 
their wool would be intirely loſt, were not their ſer- 
vants employed at leiſure times of the year, but 
chiefly during the winter, in manufacturing it for 
the uſe of their families. = 


2dly, That the flax and hem bein likewiſe eaſily 


raiſed, the inhabitants manufactured them into a 
coarſe ſort of cloth bags, traces and halters for their 
+ a horſes, 
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horſes, which they found did more ſervice than thoſe 
they had from any part of Europe. 

3dly, That theſe ſettlements, which were diſtant 
from water carriage, and remotely ſituated in the 
woods, had no opportunities of a market fox grain, 
and therefore as they did not raiſe more corn than 
was ſufficient for their own uſe, they had the more 
time to manufacture both wool and flax for the ſer. 
vice of their families, and ſeemed to be under a 
greater neceſſity of doing it. 


Upon a farther inquiry into this matter, we do 
not find, that thoſe people had the ſame temptation 
to go on with thoſe manufactures during the time 


that the bounty upon naval ſtores ſubſiſted, having 


then encouragement to employ their leiſure hours in 
another way, and more profitably both to themſelves 
and this —_— for the height of wages, and 
great price of labour in general in America, made it 
impracticable for the people there to manufacture 
their linnen cloth at leſs than 20 per Cent. more than 
the rate in England, or woollen cloth at leſs than 30 
E Cent. dearer than that which is exported from 
ence for ſale: We conceive it is to be wiſhed, that 
ſome expedient might be fallen upon to divert their 
thoughts from undertakings of this nature; ſo much 
the rather, becauſe thoſe manufactures in proceſs of 
time, might be carried on in a greater degree, un- 
leſs an early ſtop were put to their progreſs z and 
the moſt natural inducement that we could think of 
to engage the people in America to defiſt from theſe 
purfuits, was to employ them in naval ſtores : Where- 
fore we take leave to renew our repeated propoſals, 
that a reaſonable encouragement ſhould be given for 
the W raifing, and manufacturing of naval 
| kinds in the plantations, from whence 


we might be farnjiſhed in return for our manufae- 
But 


tures. 2 p . 
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But ſeveral alterations have happened ſince that 
time; and by ſuch lights as we have been able to 
acquire, we find the trades carried on, and manu- 
ſictures ſet up there, detrimental to the trade, navi- 
cation, and manufacture of Great Britain. 

The ſtate of the plantations varying almoſt every 
year, more or leſs in their trade and manufactures, 
as well as in other particulars ; we thought it neceſ- 
fry for his Majeſty's ſervice, and for the diſcharge 
of our truſt from time to time, to ſend certain ge- 
neral queries to the ſeveral governors in America, 


that we might be the more exactly informed of the 


condition of the ſaid plantations, among which 
there were ſeveral that related to their trade and ma- 
nufactures, to which we received the following re- 
turns. 


Neu- Hampſhire. 


Colonel Shute, governor of New- Hampſhire, in 
his anſwer to the ſame queries in 1719, ſaid, That 
there were no ſettled manufactures in that province, 
and that their trade principally conſiſted in lumber 
and fiſh, 


Maſſachuſe1's-Bay in New. England. 


Colonel Shute at the ſame time governor of the 
Maſſachuſet*s-Bay, informed us, that in ſome parts 
of this province, the inhabitants worked up their 
wool and flax, and made an ordinary coarſe cloth 
for their own uſe, but did not export any. That 
the greateſt part both of the woollen and linnen 
cloathing that were worn in this province, was im- 
N rom Great Britain, and ſometimes linnen 
rom Ireland: But conſidering the exceſſive price 
of labour in Neu- England, the merchants could af- 
ford what was imported cheaper, than what was 
made in that country, " * 

K 4 That 
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That there were alſo a few hatters ſet up in the umb. 
maritime towns, and that the greateſt part of the 
leather uſed in that country, was manufactured among beinę 
themſelves. | 

That there had been for many years ſome iron- 
works in that province, which had afforded the pro. 
ple iron for ſome of their neceſſary occaſions ; but M 
that the iron imported from Great Britain was lette: 
eſteemed much the beſt, and wholly uſed by the MW Tha 
ſhipping. muc 

That the iron works of that province were not the 
able to ſupply the 20th part of what was neceſſary 


ticul 

for the uſe of the country. cloa 
man 

New-York, fine 

fron 

General Hunter, formerly governor of New-York, N in t 

in his anſwer to the queries in the year 1720, in- { 


formed us, That they had no manufactures in that for 
province that deſerved mentioning, and that the trade ¶ lun 
conſiſted chiefly in furs, whalebone, oil, pitch, tar, 

and proviſions, | 


New-Fer ſey. 


General Hunter, formerly governor of this pro- hit 
vince, alſo informs us in his anſwer to the ſame | 
queries in the Year 1720, That there were in that pt. 
province no manufactures that deſerve mentioning, to 
and that their trade was chiefly in proviſions export. ¶ fir 
ed to New-Tqrk and Penſylvania, | | by 


Penſylvania. 


Colonel Hart, formerly governor of Maryland, I he 
who lived many years in the neighbourhood of ta 
this government, in anſwer to the like queries in I g. 
1720, relating to this province, ſaid, That their 
chief trade Jay in the exportation of proyiſions and 
T Ws lumber, 
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lumber, and that they had no manufactures eſtab- 
iſhed, their cloathing and utenſils for their houſes 
being all imported from Great Britain. 


New- Hampſhire. 


„ _ 


[ Mr. Belcher governor of New-Hampſhire, in his 
fetter dated the 4th of December laſt, informs us, 
e That the woollen manufacture of that province was 
much leſs than formerly, the common lands on which 
the ſheep uſed to feed, being now divided into par- 
ticular properties, and the people almoſt wholly 
cloathed with woollen from Great Britain ; that the 
manufacturing of flax into linnen (ſome coarſer, ſome 
finer) daily encreaſed by the great reſort of people 
from Ireland into this province, who are well-skilled 
in that buſineſs. 

And the chief trade of this province continued, as 


for many years paſt, in the exportation of naval ſtores, 
lumber and fiſh, 


Maſachuſet's- Bay in New. England. 


Mr. Belcher, the preſent governor of this pro- 
vince, in anſwer to the ſame queries which we ſent 
'0- WW him in June laſt, informs us, | 
ne That there is a reſolve of the aſſembly of that 
at province ſubſiſting, for allowing a bounty of 20 5. 
g. do all perſons, and 10 s. more to Jobn Powell, the 
rt» W rſt undertaker, for every piece of duck or canvas 
by them made; but he does not give us any account 
of the quantity that has been made. 
He farther ſays, that there are ſome other manu- 
factures carried on there; as the making of brown 
d, hollands for womens wear, which leſſens the impor- 
of ation of callicoes, and ſome other ſorts of India 
in goods in that province. 


nd That 
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That there are likewiſe ſome ſmall quantities of 
cloth made of linnen and cotton for ordinary ſhirt. 
ing and ſheeting. 

That about three years ago, a paper-mill was ſet 
up, which makes to the value of about 200 J. ſterl. 
ing per annum. 

That there are ſeveral forges for making bar iron, 
and ſome furnaces for caſt iron, (or hollow ware) and 
one ſlitting mill, the undertaker whereof carries on 
the manufacture of nails. 

As to the woollen- manufacture, Mr. Belcher ſays, 
that the country- people, who uſed formerly to make 
moſt of their cloathing out of their own wool, do 
not now make a third part of what they wear, but 
are moſtly cloathed with Brizif manufactures. 

Weare likewiſe informed by ſome letters of older 
date from Mr. Belcher, in anſwer to our annual que- 
ries, That there are ſome few copper-mines in this 
province, but ſo far diſtant from water-carriage, and 


the ore ſo poor, that it is not worth the digging. 


Colonel Dunbar, ſurveyor-general of his Majeſty's 
woods, in his letter of September 15. 1730, takes no- 
tice, That the people of New- England have an ad- 
vantage over thoſe of Great Britain in the drawback 
for all India and other goods exported, which pay a 
duty in Great Britain, and no duty is paid upon im- 
porting them into the plantations. He has likewiſe 
fent this board ſeveral ſamples of edge-tools made 
in New-England, and in his letter to our ſecretary of 
the 4th of Fune 1731, he ſays they have fix furnaces, 
and 19 forges, for making iron in New-England. 

He alſo informs us in his letter of the 19th of 
Auguſt 1730, That in this province many ſhips are 
built for the French and Spaniards, in return for rum, 
molaſſes, wines, and ſilks, which they truck there 
by connivance. 9 85 

Theſe informations have been in great meaſure 


confirmed by Mr. Feremiab Dunbar, ä 
a 0 
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of the woods; and alſo by Mr. Thomas Coram, a 
perſon of reputation, who reſided many years in 
Neu- England. To which they have added, that 
great quantities of hats are made in New- England, 
of which the company of hatters of Londen have 
likewiſe lately complained to us: And Mr. Jere- 
miah Dunbar farther ſays, that great quantities of 
hats made in that province, are exported to Spain, 
Portugal, and our Weſt-India Iſlands, and that they 
make all ſorts of iron- work for ſnipping; and that 
there are ſeveral ſti]|-houſes and ſugar-bakers eſtab- 
liſhed in New-England, 


New-York. 


Mr. Rip Van Dem, preſident of the council of 
this province, in his letter of the 29th of October 
laſt, informs us, That there are no manufaQures e- 
ſtabliſned there, that can affect rhe manufactures of 
Great Britain. 

And as to the trade and navigation of the pro- 
vince, he acquaints us there is yearly imported into 
New-York a very large quantity of the woollen ma- 
nufacture of this kingdom, for their cloathing, which 
they ſhould be render'd uncapable to pay for, and 
reduced to the neceſſity of making for themſelves, 
if they were prohibited from receiving from the fo- 
1 ſugar- colonies, the money, rum, ſugar, mo- 


es, cacao, indico, cotton, wool, Sc. which they 


at preſent take in return for proviſions, horſes, and 
lumber, the produce of that province and Neu- 
Jerſey, of which he affirms the Britiſb ſugar-colonies 
do not take off above one halt. 

But the company of hatters of London have fince 
informed us, that hats are manufactured in great 
quantities in this province. 


News- 
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New-Ferſey. 


Mr. Morris, who is at preſent commander in 
chief of this province alſo, has made no particular 
return for the ſame. 


Pen ſylvania. 


Major Gordon, deputy-governor of Penſylvania, 
in his anſwer received the 24th of the laſt month, in. 
forms us, That he does not know of any trade car. 
ried on in that province, that can be injurious to 
this kingdom; and that they do not export any 
woollen or linnen manufactures, all they make 
(which are of a coarſer ſort) being for the uſe df 
themſelves and families. 

We are farther informed, that in this province 
are built many brigantines and ſmall loops, which 
they ſell to the Y/et-Indzes. 


Rhode-Ifland. 


The governor of Rhode-Iſland, in his anſwer ta 
queries, dated the gth of November laſt, informs us, 
That there are iron-mines there, but not a fourth 
part iron enough to ſerve their own uſe z but he 


takes no notice of any ſort of manufacture ſet up 
there. | 


Connecticut. 


We have no return from the governor of this 
province; but we find by ſome account, that the 
produce of this colony is timber, board, all ſorts of 
Engliſh Grain, hemp, flax, ſheep, cattle, ſwine, 
horfes, goats, and tobacco, of which they export 
horſes and lumber to the Weſt-Indies, and receive 

in 
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in return ſugar, ſalt, molaſſes and rum. We likewiſe 
find that their manufactures are very inconſiderable; 
the people there being generally employed in til- 
lage, ſome few in tanning, ſhoe· making, and other 
handicrafts. z others in building, joyners, taylors, 
and ſmith's work, without which they could not 
ſubſiſt. 


The ſugar colonies, viz. Jamaica, Leeward Iſlands and 
Barbadoes. 


By the laſt returns which we have had from thoſe 
ilands to our circular queries, we do not find that 
they have any other manufactures eſtabliſhed, beſides 
thoſe of ſugar, molaſſes, rum, and indico, of their 
own produce; theſe, with cotton, aloes, pimento, 
and ſome other productions of leſs note, are their 
whole dependence, which are commodities no ways 
interfering with the manufactures of this king- 
dom. 1 

In the year 1724, Mr. Worſley, then governor of 
Barbadoes, informed us, that of cotton they made 
hammocks, a few ſtockings, and nets for horles. 


From the foregoing ſtate it is obſervable, that 
there are more trades carried on, and manufactures 
ſet up in the provinces on the continent of America, 
to the northward of Virginia, prejudicial to the 
trade and manufactures of Great Britain, particu- 
larly in New- England, than in any other of the Bri- 
tih colonies : which is not to be wonder'd at; for 
their ſoil, climate and produce, being pretty near the 
ſame'with ours; they have no ſtaple commodities of 
their on growth to exchange for our manufactures, 
which puts them under greater neceſſity, as well as 
under greater temptation of providing for themſelves 


141 


at home. To which may be added, in the charter 


government, the little dependence they have upon 
their mother-country, and conſequently the ſi mallre- 
| raints 


158 
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ſtraints they are under in any matters detriment] 
to her intereſt. 
And therefore we would humbly beg leave to re. 
t and ſubmit to the wiſdom of this Hon. Houſe, 
the ſubſtance of what we formerly propoſed in ou 
report on the ſilk, linnen and woollen manufaRture, 
herein before-recited z namely, whether it might 
not be expedient to give theſe colonies proper en. 
couragemeats for turning their induſtry to ſuch ma. 
nufactures and products, as might be of ſervice u 
Great Britain, and more particularly to the produc. 
tion of all kinds of naval ſtores, 


All which is humbly ſubmitted. 


Whitehall, P. Docminicque, 
Feb. 15, 1731-2. T. Pelham, 
x Edward Aske, 
Orlando Bridgman, 
James Brudenell, 
Arthur Croft, 
Martin Bladen. 


Upon Monday the 7th of February, ſeveral ac- 
counts relating to the ſalt- duty were preſented (pur- 
— to order) by the commiſſioners of the ſalt- 

uty. 

The ſame day a motion was made by Sir Robert 


bill, Walpole, for having the penſion-bill read the third 


Mr. Pulte- 
vey's ſpeech, 


time, on the Thurſday then next following, in a fuil 


houſe, becauſe he did not know but that he might 
then offer ſeveral reaſons againſt it, and endeavour 
to ſhew, that it was neither a proper bill for redreſ- 
ſing the evil complain'd of, nor was it offered at 3 


Mr. Pulteney ſtood up and ſaid, * That that bil 
had 'been for two years ſucceſſively 18 by 
* houſe; 
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* houſe; in which time they had had many oppor- 
* tunities to conſider every clauſe in it, every one of 
* which had been concerted by the ableſt men in 
the nation. The bill, he ſaid, was certainly a good 
and a neceſſary bill, was very much wanted, and 
* had the general voice of the nation in its favour : 
* Though the other houſe had twice thrown it out, 
yet he could not think that any man of honour 
could be againſt it; what their reaſons were for 
© ſo doing, he could not tell; but it ſeem'd, and 
© he had even heard it whiſper'd, that they were 
tired of doing ſuch work; they were re- 
* ſolved to do no more of it; and if ſo, ſays he, 
© it is become neceſſary for us to do our own —— 
work ourſelves.” | 


Though this motion was not inſiſted on, nor any 
order made, yet the bill was read a third time, on 
the Thur/day following, upon the motion of Mr. 
Sendys ; and as there was great expectation of a de- 
bate upon that occaſion, the houſe was very full, 
and a great many gentlemen, beſides members, had 
come to hear the debate ; but to the diſappoint- 
ment of all, the bill was read a third time, and paſ- 
ſed, without any one ſpeech being made againſt it: 
and Mr. Sandys was ordered to carry the bill to the 
houſe of Lords, and deſire their concurrence. 


On Wedneſday the gth day of February, the houſe Motion us 


reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, 2 


to conſider farther of ways and means for raiſing the 
ſupply granted to his Majeſty; and the ſeveral pa- 
pers and accounts, relating to the ſalt-duty, having 
been laid before this committee, a motion was made 
by the right honourable Sir Robert Walpole, * That 
* towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 
the ſeveral duties on home-made ſalt, granted to 
the late King William and Queen Mary, by an act 
* of the fifth and ſixth years of their reign, for a 


term of years, and afterwards made perpetual; and 
| 4 


* alſo 


act of the niath and tenth years of his ſaid late 


and determined on the 25th day of December 1730, 


Hiſtory of 


the ſalt · bill. 


right honourable gentleman who firſt made the mo- 


act of the gth and 10th years of his ſaid Majeſty 


c 

* 

c 

in the affirmative, 225 againſt 187. ; 
0 

0 

0 


che committee, and the motion made for agreeing 


Upon the 25th of February, Sir Charles Turner 
- preſented to the houſe accordingly a bill for reviving 
the duties on falt, for the term therein mentioned; 


. 


and then we ſhall give the moſt remarkable ſpeeches 
that were made for and againſt it. 


Notice having been taken in the committee, that 


tive, 205 to 176, and a bill or bills were ordered to 
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alſo the additional duties on ſalt, granted by an 


* Majeſty King William, which, by an act of the 
third year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, ceaſed 


be revived and granted to his Majeſty, his heirs, 
and ſucceſſors, for the term of three years, from 
© the 25th day of March next 1732.” 

As this motion occaſion'd many and long debates 
in the houſe of Commons, we ſhall firſt give the 
hiſtory of its courſe thro? the houſe of Commons, 


by the motion, as it was worded, the revival of the 
falt-duty would not at all extend to Scotland, the 


tion, thereupon amended it as follows, viz. That 
© towards raiſing the ſupply — granted by an 


King William; and all the duties chargeable on 
* home-made ſalt in Great-Britain z which by an act 
of the third, Sc.? | 
Then, after a long debate, the queſtion was put, 
Agree or Diſagree to the motion? And it paſſed 


TY 2 Kew | 


Next day, upon the report of the reſolutions of 


to them, another long debate enſued z and the que. 
ſtion being at laſt put, it was carried in the affirm«- 


* * 
© Ss as ay ay cn 


be brought in, purſuant to the reſolutions. 
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which was received and read the firſt time, and or- 
dered to be read a ſecond time: and a motion being 
made for reading it a ſecond time, on Thitr/day mot- 
ning then next, the ſame was ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed, 
xx ho ” a5 


as being too ſhort a time for conſidering a bill of fo 
much conſequence ; but, upon a diviſion, it was 
carried in the affirmative, 206 to 180. | 

Upon the ſaid day, viz, the 2d of March, the 
ſaid bill was accordingly read a ſecond time; and, 
upon the motion's being made for the committing 
thereof, a new debate enſued ; but at laſt upon the 
queſtion's being put, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, 209 to 154.3 and it was reſolved, that on the 
Medneſday morning then next, the houſe would re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe up- 
on the ſaid bill. | 

Upon the 8th, after the order of the day was read, 
for the houſe's reſolving itſelf into the ſaid commit- 
tee, it was moved and ordered, Without any divi- 
ſion, * That it ſhould be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they ſhould have power to receive 
© a clauſe of eredit.” Then the following motions 
were made, viz. 1/}, That it ſhould be an ins 
* ſtruction to the ſaid committee, that they ſhould 
have power to receive a clauſe to reſtrain any per- 
* ſon during the time he ſhall be concerned or em- 
* ployed in the charging, collecting, levying or ma- 
* naging any of the duties to be granted by the ſaid 
* bill, from being a returning officer, or voting, or 
influencing any elector to vote in elections of 
members to ſerve in Parliament. 2dly, That it 
* ſhould be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
that they ſhould have power to receive a clauſe, 
* toexempt from the duties to be laid by the ſaid 
© bill, all home-made ſalt uſed in victualling ſhips. 
* 3dly, That the debate be adjourned. 4thly, That 
the houſe ſhould then adjourn, viz. after the que- 
* ſtion had been put upon the ſecond motion. S,. 
That it ſhould be an inſtruction to the ſaid com- 
* mittee, that they ſhould have power to receive a 
* clauſe, that the potters might be allow da drawback 
* of the duty upon all ſalt uſed in glazing their ear- 
then ware. 6tbly, That it ſhould be an inſtruction 

Vol. X. I. to 
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carried in the r, en | gay 


_ accordingly reſolve itſelf into the ſaid committee 
and, after long debates, Mr. Speaker reſumed ti 
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© to the ſaid committee, that they ſhould have po © P 
© to receive a clauſe, that ſalt uſed for manuring iſ © ® 
© land ſhould be exempt from the duties to be u © © 
by the ſaid bill. 7 Hy, That it ſhould be an i. Ml © b 
« ſtruction to the ſaid committee, that they ſnoud = 
© have power to receive a clauſe, to fix the aſlize oft P 
all ſalt, which ſhould be ſold before the duties au 8 
relc 


© by the ſaid bill, ſhould take place. 87bly, Thy 
© the houſe ſhould then adjourn.* 

Upon every one of theſe motions, the queſtiq the 
was, after ſeveral debates, ſeverally put, but al 0 


Before the making of the 7th motion, it was o. 
dered without any debate or diviſion, That the 
© ſhould have power to receive a clauſe, to mak 
* void all bargains then ſubſiſting, for the delive 
of ſalt at any future time.“ And the houſe di 


chair. After which it was reſolved, that the houk 


fhall again reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe, on the Friday thereafter, to conſide 0 
farther of the ſaid bill. 44 
Upon Friday the 10th, the ſaid order being real "5 

a motion was made, © That it ſhould be an inftruc f 
tion to the ſaid committee, that they ſhould ha. 
a a power to receive a clauſe, to exempt from tl , 1* 
© duties to be laid by the ſaid bill, ſalt uſed in dr 

* ſing and curing of leather.” And another motion ſ 
was made, That it ſhould be an inſtruction to tight t 

* ſaid committee, to exempt from the duties to boi f 

© laid by the ſaid bill, ſalt uſed in making glaſs . 
* glaſs-bottles.” Upon both which there were d. d 
bates; but upon the queſtions being ſeverally pu.“ 
it was carried againſt both. 1 
Then it was order'd, without a diviſion, © Ti, t. 
they ſhould have power to receive a clauſe, for a © 
© lowing fiſh cured with Scozsfalt to be b it fr © 


that part of Great Britain called Scotland, into thut 


" paſt 
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« part of Great Britain called England, the perſon 
or perſons who ſhall bring the ſame, paying ſuch 
duties upon bringing in ſuch fiſh, at the port it is 
© brought to, as added to the duty payable upon ſalt 
made in Scotland, ſhould amount to the full duty, 
© payable in England for the quantity of falt neceſ- 
© {ary for curing ſuch fiſh” After which the houſe 
relolved itſelf into the ſaid committee, in which 
were many debates ; but at laſt they went through 
ta de bill, and the Speaker having reſumed the chair, 
the report was ordered to be received on the Mon- 
t al . ; 
day following; which report being accordingly 
read on Monday, and the amendments made by the 
committee agreed to, the bill, with the amendments, 
was ordered to be engroſſed. | 
On Tueſday the 2 1ſt day of March, this famous 
bill was read the third time, and a motion, of courſe, 
made for its being paſſed z3 which again renewed 
the debates, but at laſt the queſtion was put, and 
carried in the affirmative, 207 to 135. | 
The right honourable gentleman who made the 
above motion, for reviving the duty upon ſalt, in- 
troduced it with a ſpeech to the following effect, 
us, 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, As there is nothing his Ma- S, RA. 
' jeſty. has more at heart, than the giving all pod“ 
* ible caſe to his ſubjects; ſo whenever he is neceſ- © 
ſarily obliged to deſire aſſiſtance from them, ſor 
* the immediate ſupport of the government, he de- 
ſires that they would chuſe thoſe ways and means 
for raiſing the annual ſupplies, which are leaſt bur- 
* denfome to the people, and which make the load 
fall equally upon the ſubjects in general. When 
money 1s to be raiſed for the public good, and tor 
the ſecurity of all, he thinks that cvery one ought, 
to contribute his ſhare, in proportion to the bene- 
* fit that he is thereby to receive. In purſuance of 
theſe his Majeſty's inclinations, and in . 
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© of what I look upon as the moſt equitable rule fg 
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raiſing contributions, I ſhall take the liberty q 
propoſing to this houſe a method for raiſing ſome 
part of the ſupply for this preſent year, which, hy 
falling equally upon all, will be burdenſome ty 
none; and by which thoſe who have ftood the 
brunt of the day, thoſe who have been oppreſſed 
for many years, may, in ſome meaſure, be telieve, 
This, Sir, is the only view I have in making 
the propoſal; after it is made, the houſe may then 
take it into their conſideration, and each member 
certainly will judge of it as he thinks proper. i 
it is approved of, I ſhall rejoice in having been the 
author of a meaſure, which I think will contribute 
ſo much to the good of my country in general, aud 
to the relief of thoſe who have, for many year, 
borne too great a ſhare of the public burden; 
and if it happens not to meet with the approbatia 
of this houſe, I ſhall have the teſtimony of a goo 
conſcience for my comforter : for ſince I have 
other view, but only a ſincere and an honeſt inten- 
tion, to give relief to my fellow- ſubjects, I never 
can have occaſion to repent, nor do I any wa 
dread thoſe reproaches, which may be unjuſtly 
thrown upon me, or upon the meaſure I am t 
propoſe : Theſe are things which, in all public 
tranſactions, every man mult expect: No public 
meaſure can be propoſed, but what may be again 
the oa intereſt and ſelfiſh views of ſome pu- 
ticular men; but I fear not the enmity, and I de. 
ſpiſe the revilings of thaſe who prefer their ow 
little ſelfiſh views to the general good and welfar 
of their country. 

« I have, Sir, with the deepeſt concern, obſerve 
how heavy and how unequal a burden has beet 
long borne by the landed gentlemen of this king 
dom: I have long had it in my view to procuit 


them ſome eaſe as ſoon as poſſible, and am pleaſed 
* to think that an opportunity now offers itſelf, fo 


doing 
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doing what J have ſa long had much at heart; and 
hope I ſhall have the good luck to find that my 
« ſentiments are approved of by this houſe, and the 


| + approbation of ſuch an aſſembly I ſhall always look 


upon as a great honour done to any propoſal made 


aby me. As to the manner, Sir, of raiſing taxes 
| « upon the people, it is a certain maxim, that that 
| © tax, which is the moſt equal and the moſt general, 
| © js the moſt juſt, and hs) 

| © every man contributes a ſmall ſhare, a great ſum 
| © may be raiſed for the public ſervice, without any 
© © man's being ſenſible of what he pays; whereas a 
$ © ſmall ſum raiſed upon a few, lies heavy upon each 
| © particular man, and is the more grievous, in that 
| © It is unjuſt : for where the benefit is mutual, the 
| * expence ought to be in common. Of all the taxes 


eaſt burdenſome; where 


IJ ever could think of, there is not one more gene- 
* ral, nor one leſs felt, than that of the duty upon 
* ſalt, The duty upon ſalt is a tax that every man 
in the nation contributes to, according to his cir- 


cumſtances and condition in life; every ſubje& con- 


* tributes ſomething; if he be a poor man, he con- 
© tributes ſo ſmall a trifle, it will hardly bear a name; 
© if he be rich, he lives more luxuriouſly, and conſe- 
* quently contributes more; and if he be a man of 
* agreateſtate, he keeps a great number of ſervants ; 
and muſt therefore contribute a great deal. Upon 
© the other hand, there is no tax that ever was [aid 


upon the people of this nation, that is more unjuſt 


and unequal than the land-tax. The land-holders 
bear but a ſmall proportion to the people of this 
nation, or of any nation; yet no man contributes 
* any the leaſt ſhare to this tax, but he that is poſ- 
ſeſſed of a land- eſtate; and yet this tax has been 
continued without intermiſſion, for above theſe 40 
* years: It has continued fo long, and has lain 
* ſo heavy, that I may venture to ſay, many a landed 
* gentleman in this kingdom has thereby been ut- 
* terly ruined and undone, 
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This conſideration, Sir, has prompted me to en. 
deavour to procure them ſome relief; and for this 
end I ſhall venture to make this motion (here he 
made the moticn above-mentioned, and then went on 
If I have, Sir, the good luck to ſucceed fo far in 
my wiſhes, as to have this motion approved of, ] 


-ſhall then beg leave to move, that the ſum of one 


ſhilling in the pound, and no more, be raiſed for 
this year upon lands; but if this houſe does not a- 
gree to the motion I now make, I muſt, in that 
caſe, move for a land- tax of two ſhillings in the 
pound; for ſo much will be abſolutely neceſſary 
for the current ſervice of the year. This, Sir, 1; 
what a ſincere and hearty deſire to do ſervice to 
my country, and juſtice to my fellow - ſubjects, has 
emboldened me to propoſe. I declare, I have no 
other view, but that of procuring ſome eaſe — 


ſome relief to the landed intereſt. If this be agreed 
to, ſome means may be fallen upon, to relieve 


them of the whole, againſt next year; and I ſhall 


always look 7 it as a great honour, that after a 


continuance of a land- tax, of four, three, or two 


ſhillings at leaſt in the pound, for 40 years toge- 


ther, it was at laſt reduced to one, at a time when 
I had a ſhare in the adminiſtration of the affairs of 
this nation. Before I leave this ſubject, I mult 
intreat that every one that hears me will conſider, 
how many landed gentlemen, of antient families, 
there are in Britain, who have but ſmall eſtates, 


how many of them have great families to ſupport, 


and many children to provide for; and how many 
even of thoſe who have large eſtates in land, are 
fo charged with mortgages, jointures, or rent- 


charges, that it is hardly poſſible for them to ſup- 


port their character in the country where they live, 
tho? they were not to pay one ſhilling towards a 


Qur nobility and gentry were once famous for 
. 5, hoſpitality and generoſity ; if the unavoidable ne. 


. ceſſities 
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« ceſlities of ſtate have obliged them for ſo many 
« years to abridge their expence, and contract their 
manner of living, let us do, at leaſt, what is in our 
© power to reſtore them to their former ſtate, b 
© relieving them of a part of that burden whic 
they, and they only, have for ſo many years been 
charged with.“ 

This motion being ſeconded, Mr. Plumer roſe 
up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows : Sir, Iagree Mr: 
with the right hon. gentleman who made the mo— 
tion in this, That the landed gentlemen of this 
nation have been, for many years, ſubject to very 
* grievous taxes; the land-tax is not the only tax 
that has been heavy upon them, but every other 
tax falls at laſt upon them, with its greateſt 
* weight : It is indeed high time that ſome of the 
* burdens ſhould be taken off of their ſhoulders, and 
it was reaſonable for them to have expected, from 
* his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech, that in this ſeſ- 
« flonof Parliament, th wth, x have met with ſome 
relief: but how —_ ſurpriſed muſt they be, 
* when they hear, that all the relief that has been 
* propoſed is, to take off one tax, which lies heavy 
* upon them only, and in the room thereof, to lay 
on another, which will Jie equally heavy upon molt 
* of them, and, at the ſame time, will be a moſt in- 
* ſupportable burden upon every one of their fellow- 
* ſubjects? The propoſing this as a relief for the 
landed gentlemen, appears to me in ſo odd a light, 
that I cannot well comprehend how it can be ex- 
* petted, that any gentleman in England ſhould be 
ſo impoſed on, It is ſo ſhort a time ago, that we 
© muſt all remember, how this tax upon ſalt came 
© to be taken off : His Majeſty, by his moſt graci- 
* ous ſpeech from the throne, only two years ago, 
© ſhewed, that he was ſenſible how much the trade 
and manufactures of this nation ſuffered, by the 
* many taxes the poor tradeſmen and labourers were 
* ſubject to; he therefore recommended to us, the 
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taking off ſome of thoſe taxes which were moſt 
* burdenſome upon the poor; and, at that time, 
Sir, it was the opinion of this very houſe, that 
this tax upon ſalt was the moſt burdenſome upon 
the poor, and the moſt pernicious to the trade of 
this kingdom, of all the taxes we are liable 
to. This, Sir, was one of the many reaſons for 
tak ing it off; and why we ſhould ſo ſuddenly al- 
ter our opinion, and reſolve to grind the face of 
the poor, in order to relieve a few of the rich, I 
can ſee no reaſon: I ſay, Sir, a few of the rich, 
for it may be eaſily made appear, that the relief 
propoſed will be no relief at all to the landed gen- 
tlemen of ſmall fortunes, and even to the rich it will 
be but a ſmall preſent caſe, which will be attended 
with moſt heavy and moſt fatal conſequences, 

© I had the honour, Sir, to be one of thoſe who 
were inſtrumental in getting this clog upon our 
trade removed ; I hope I ſhall have the honour to 
be one of thoſe, who ſhall be inſtrumental in pre- 
venting its being forced upon us again : for if this 
duty be revived, I deſpair of ever ſeeing it again 
taken off, It is not always a certain maxim, that 
thoſe taxes which are moſt general are leaſt bur- 
denſome : Upon the contrary, it holds true in all 
countries, and at all times, that thoſe taxes which 
are laid upon the luxuries of mankind are the leaſt 
burdenſome; and I believe, in the moſt luxurious 
country upon earth, I am ſure as to this country, it 
cannot be' ſaid that they are the moſt general : 
After a nation is brought to that woful paſs, that 
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ries of their country, it is certain, that thoſe taxes 
which are raiſed with the leaſt charge to the pub- 


© lic, are the moſt convenient, and the eaſieſt to the 
+ people; but in all caſes, particular care ought to 
be taken, not to tax thoſe things which are neceſ- 


* ſary for the very ſubſiſtence of the poor; ſuch taxes 


always occaſion murmurings and ſedition among 
* „% „ „ wh ee . „ ak "#d 3 = 5 EF: 
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the people, and in ſuch a country as this, which 
ſubſiſts by trade and manufacture, ſuch taxes bring 
© ſure and inevitable deſtruction ; for they enhance 
the price of all neceſſaries of life, the wages of the 
tradeſman and manufacturer muſt conſequently riſe 
* high, and where the wages of the workmen are 
chigh, the manufactures of that country never can 
be ſold ſo cheap as the manufactures of other coun- 
tries: this muſt, at laſt, deſtroy their whole trade, 
and Jam convinced, that no landed gentleman in 
© England will chuſe to fave a ſhilling in the pound 
* as to the land-tax, even though he were to pay no- 
thing in lieu thereof, when by ſuch a ſaving he 
brings ruin upon the trade and manufactures of his 
native country. 

J have, Sir, always appeared, and I hope ever 
ſhall appear, zealous for the ſupport of the preſent 
royal family; as a friend to our moſt happy con- 
ſtitution, as a faithful ſubject to his Majeſty, I 
* muſt declare againſt reviving this tax upon ſalt; 
for, granting that the reducing of a ſhilling in the 
pound upon the land-tax, by the revival of this 
* upon ſalt, were a real relief to the landed gentle- 
men (which is very far from being the caſe) yet 
we muſt allow, that for one that is eaſed or ob- 
{ liged by the reducing of the land-tax, there will 
* be 99 diſobliged by the revival of the tax upon 
ſalt: this muſt occaſion ſuch a general diſſatisfac- 
tion, and ſo much grumbling among the ue 
' againſt his Majeſty, that the keeping up of a 
f ſtanding army will become neceſſary for ſypport- 
ing him againſt the diſaffected; and by experi- 
*ence we know, that where the diſaffection becomes 
very general, even the army is not to be depended 
den; for, in ſuch caſe, moſt of them would proba- 
* bly join with the diſcontented, It would become 
* neceſſary,for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon and 
government, to bring in an army of foreign troops, 


to prey upon the bowels of our mother country F ; 
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© T have, Sir, as much ſympathy and compaſſion 
© as any man, for the great diſtreſſes that have been 
© brought upon many of our landed Gentlemen; and 
« flatter'd myſelf with the pleaſing hope, that they 
© were now to be relieved; now, when there is a 
profound tranquillity eſtabliſhed both abroad and 
at home, I could not ſo much as imagine, that it 
© would be neceſſary to continue all our taxes, and I 
could far leſs imagine that any propoſal would be 
made for relieving us of one tax by laying on an- 
© other much more grievous, No man can e 
that the landed Gentlemen in England have ſo little 
« ſenſe as to be cajoled in ſuch a manner: The 
land- tax, it is true, takes from the landed Gentle- 
man a part of his rent yearly; but the ſalt- tax be- 
ing a charge upon our trade and manufactures, will 
© at laſt diſable his tenants from paying him any rent; 
and beſides, it makes the maintaining even of his 
© own family much more expenſive, ſo that at the 
* end of the year he will find himſelt no gainer upon 
the main, and his tenants being ruined and undone, 
the rents and the value of his eſtate will be decrea- 
* ſing yearly. I only deſire that every landed Gen- 
«* tleman that hears me, would conſider what he could 


© make of his Eſtate if we had no trade, no manufac- 


© tures, nor any number of populous trading towns 
© in England, Whoever conſiders this, muſt conclude 
© that in moſt parts of England the landed eſtates 
would not in that caſe bring in yearly to their 
« landlords near the rent they do at preſent, no, nor 
© one quarter thereof, Who then will be ſuch a 
© fool, as to deſire to be relieved of one fhilling in 
© the pound upon the land-tax, when he muſt pay as 
much in another way, to wit, for the ſalt made uſe 
of in his family, and when at the ſame time he di- 
* minithes the yearly value of his eſtate much more 
than one ſhilling in the pound, nay, much more 
than any land tax ever amounted to in England. 
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* The land- tax, Sir, is but an annual diminution of 
* Gentleman's eſtate ; he may be free of it, or of a 
* part of it the ſucceeding year: But if by the decay 
* of our trade, and the charge that is laid upon the 
* poor farmer, he be obliged to lower the rents of 
* his eſtate, that will be a diminution which I am a- 
* fraid will endure for ever. 

Before I have done, I muſt, Sir, take notice, that 
© the falt-duty, or a conſiderable part thereof, was 
* formerly appropriated to the ſinking fund ; yet 
this duty was but two years ago thought ſo grie- 
vous and ſo prejudicial to our trade, that we then 
* made no ſcruple of encroaching a little even upon 
* that facred fund, in order to eaſe the people of 
* fo pernicious and burdenſome a tax : I am ſorry to 
* ſee the Opinion of any Gentleman as to this tax ſo 
much altered in ſo ſhort a time; but if we do alter 
our opinion, and revive this tax, it certainly ought 
to be appropriated again to that uſeful fund; if we 
do revive it without any ſuch appropriation, we 
make a moſt dangerous precedent ; whenever any 
© of theſe taxes that are now appropriated to the 
* ſinking fund, are wanted for another uſe, it is but 
taking them off for one year, and laying them 
bon the next for a new purpoſe; thus the finking 
a fund may be at laſt intirely exhauſted, and our debts 

remain for ever unpaid, without leſſening any of 
2 © our taxes. | 


e P p.. 


16 


Captain Vernon roſe up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as C, uin Ver- 
follows: * Mr. Speaker, Sir, I hope every Gentle- non'sſpecchs 
man in this houſe has peruſed the ſhort account of 
by the money which has been brought into his Maje- 
ſe * ſty's acbb. 9 the produce of the ſalt · duty 

from that part of Great Britain called Scotland, for 
© the laſt ten years; I have look*d for that account, 


re but can find but one article, and that article is no- 
d. * thing. In the ſpace of ten years not one ſhilling 
e was ever brought into the Exchequer, from the — 
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duty in that country : How then can this tax be 
ſaid to be an equal tax, when ſuch a conſiderable 
part of this kingdom never paid one farthing to- 
wards it; even by the propoſal now made, they 


are not to pay near ſa much as we are to pay in 
* South-Britain, But af that ſmall proportion that is 
© to be laid upon them, it is probable no part will 
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ever come to the public account: This tax muſt 
therefore be unequal, becauſe we in England are to 
bear the whole of the burden, Scotland is to bear 
no part; and yet they are by the articles of the 
Union obliged to bear their proportional part of all 
new taxes, more eſpecially thoſe which are raiſed 
for the curregt ſervice of the year. If it it be ſaid, 
that the people in that country are not able to pay 
this — 5 tax, it is a good argument againſt the 
tax in general; for no tax ought to be laid upon 
the people, but thoſe to which they can all con- 
tribute their ſhare : The people of England ought 
not to be charged with a duty, and the people of 
Scotland left free; ſuch unequal charges will ſoan 
make every man in England wiſh that the Union 
had never been made. 

< *Tis true, Sir, I cannot but applaud the Gentle- 
men of that country, for appearing in favour of the 
tax upon ſalt ; it is ſhewing a laudable zeal for the 
proper intereſt of their native country: It is laying 
a tax upon us, to which they contribute nothing, 
in place of a tax to which they have always con- 
tributed an equal ſhare. This, Sir, may juſtify 
their conduct as to the queſtion now in hand, but 
I hope the Gentlemen of the South parts of Britain 
will ſhew the ſame concern for the intereſt of their 
part of the iſland, and I am glad to find that fo 
many of them do ſhew ſuch a concern for it ap- 
peared to me yeſterday, that the queſtion was car- 
ried againſt the South parts of the iſland, by the 
votes of rhoſe Gentlemen, who come from the 
North, (Here he was called to order, after oo 
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he went on) Sir, I deſign no reflection upon any 
man, but the affair before us is of the utmoſt con- 
© ſequence to the intereſt and trade of the whole 
kingdom; our liberttes, our properties, and every 
thing that is dear to us is at ſtake, This ſeems to 
be a ſtep towards introducing a general exciſe, 
* which is inconſiſtent with the liberties of a free peo- 
© ple; and, Sir, when life, liberty, or property is 
concerned, it will be found that every man will 
fight; a country clown in Huddon Gray may per- 
« haps ſhew as much courage, and fight as well as a 
© ſoldier in red: What ! do we think, becauſe a fel- 
© low is a beau, and dreſſes himſelf up with powder 
and effences, that therefore he has more courage 
© than another man? I ſuſpeCt there are many of 
« thoſe fine Gentlemen, who are afraid of letting the 
< wind blow upon them, for fear of blowing the 
powder out of their wigs, that could not perhaps 
© bear the ſmell of gun- powder. As the affair be- 
fore us is of the utmoſt conſequence, fo it ought to 
give us the more concern, that if it paſſes in this 
« houſe, there are no hopes in the other: In the other 
* houſe we know, Sir, there is a peculiar bench, 
which will—(Here he was again called to order, 
and was told by Mr. Sp——+r, That no gentleman 
was to throw reflections upon any body of men, 
nor was any member of that houſe in any thing he 
ſaid to take notice of what was done, or what might 
be done in the other; then the captain went on) 
« Sir, It was not poſſible I could make any reflection 
upon any man, or upon any ſet of men, for I had 
drawn no concluſion, But let us do what we will, 
© let both houſes (if they have a mind) paſs this bill; ic 
© is ſo directly oppoſite to the intereſt of the nation, 
* and to the intereſt of our preſent happy eſtabliſh- 
ment, that I am convinced, his Majeſty will re- 
« fuſe giving it the ſanction of the — aſſent.” 
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pole s ſpeech, Horace Walpole. © Sir, I find ſome of thoſe Gen- 


* tlemen who have ſpoke upon the affair in hand, 
are quite miſtaken as to the motion that has been 
* made. If any new and unheard of tax had been 
thereby propoſed, they might have ſome reaſon 
for thoſe fears, which they have repreſented to us 
in ſo ſtrong a light; murmurings and grumblings 
among the people, might be apprehended : But 
the tax propoſed, is no new tax; it is only pro- 
poſed to revive a tax, which was raiſed upon the 
people of Exgland for 34 years together, and was 
© always paid by them, without the leaſt grumbling 
< or complaint. By experience, Sir, we are con- 
© vinced, that it is no way burdenſome upon the peo- 
ple; and indeed it is ſo little felt by them, that 
- © even ſince it was taken off, there is hardly a man 
in the kingdom that has been ſenſible of the eaſe, or 
© has in any manner expreſſed his ſatisfaction there- 
* with: This ſhews that it may be revived without 
any danger of overcharging any particular man, 
or any ſort of men. Every man, I believe, that 
contributes towards the laud-tax, is fully ſenſible 
© of the burden that is thereby laid upon himzbut who 
© is it that ever was ſenſible of what he paid towards 
the falt duty, or has felt any eaſe fince it was taken 
© off? It is a duty that is paid by ſuch a multitude of 
people, that no ſingle man can any way feel what 
8 1 pays thereto, which is a moſt evident demonſtra- 
tion that it is one of the moſt eaſy ways we can 
© chuſe for raiſing money for the neceſſary ſupplies 
* of the government. 

Thoſe Gentlemen who talk ſo much of its being 
deſtructive to our trade and manufactures, ought 
to come to particulars, they ought to ſhew what 
trade or manufacture was loſt or injured, during 
the 34 years that the tax continued to be paid by 
the people of Exglaud; they ought to ſhew what 
* manufactures have become cheaper, or what _ 2 
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© tradeſmen's wages have been lowered, ſince the 
« aboliſhing of this tax: If any one ſuch effect could 
be made appear, I ſhould believe, they had ſome 
© reaſon for what they ſay ; but when the contrary 
facts appear to be true, I cannot join in opinion 
« with them. During the whole time that this tax 
continued, there never was any one manufacture 
thereby loſt, our trade never flouriſhed more than 
it did in that courſe of time; and ſince the tax was 
< taken off, we all know that no trade or manufac- 
© ture has been thereby improved, nor have the wa- 
ges of one workman in the kingdom been dimi- 
© niſhed ; the pretended fatal conſequences of this 
© muſt therefore be all imaginary. 

As this tax upon falt is one of the moſt equal 
and eaſy taxes to the people, ſo there is not any one 
© tax can be propofed, that may be raifed with lefs 
© expence to the public: The method of railing it, 
© colts but very little more than the raifing of the 
land - tax will coſt : Whatever difference there may 
© be, is much more than atoned for, by the juſtice 
© and equality of the tax upon falt, and by its being 
« ſo general, that it becomes altogether inſenſible: 
« whereas the land-tax is one of the moſt unequal], 
and one of the moſt grievous upon thoſe who pay 
© it, of any tax that ever was raiſed in this country. 
© It is a tax that is wholly charged upon a very few 
© of the inhabitants of this iſland, who have been 
for many years obliged to bear the greateſt part of 
© the public charge, and have many of them been 
© ruined and undone, for the benefit and advantage 
© of others. If we but once ſeriouſly conſider what 
« wretched circumſtances many of the land-holders 


in Britarn are at preſent in, we cannot ſurely make 
© the lealt heſitation in giving them relief from the 
_ © opprefſions they have ſo long groaned under, by 
© laying on another ſort of tax, which never was, 
nor ever can be felt by any man breathing: 3 
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* which is ſo juſt that every man contributes to it in 
proportion to the benefit he receives, in place of a 


tax, by which a few are obliged to contribute the 


whole of the charge, though they receive but a 
* hundredth part of the benefit. 

We have likewiſe, Sir, been frightned with tlie 
© name of a general exciſe, and with the loſs of our 
© liberties and properties. As to the laſt, the bug- 
© bear will vaniſh, if we but reflect upon the great 
© men that were at the helm of affairs, when the 
* falt-tax was firſt laid on. It was firſt laid on in 
© the reign of the late King William, the glorious 
reſtorer of the liberties and properties of this na- 
tion: In his time it firſt had its being, and was 
© contrived and adviſed by a ſet of miniſters who 
© will for ever be reſpected for their great wiſdom, 
and whoſe memories will for ever be ſacred, for 


- © the great attachment they always ſhewed to the 


© conſtitution and the liberties of this kingdom. As 
© for a general exciſe, I never heard of any ſuch de- 
<* ſign, I am ſure no man that I know, had ever any 
© ſuch thing in his thoughts, nor can the reviving of 


the ſalt- tax any way contribute to ſuch a deſign. I 


< muſt ſay, that I think many of our cuſtoms are 
© heavy upon trade, and very troubleſome to our 
© merchants z and therefore, if ſome of the moſt 
* grievous of them were turned into an exciſe, it 
© would be of great advantage to the nation, and 
might, I believe, be eaſily done without endan- 
gering in the leaſt our conſtitution; or encroach- 
© ing upon the liberty or property of the ſubject: 
© But as there is at preſent no ſuch propoſal before 
© this houſe; we have no occaſion to take ſuch a 
thing into our immediate conſideration.? 


Sir William Wyndham, * Sir, I could not indeed 
but ſuſpe& from the manner of introducing this 
© motion, that ſomething very extraordinary was to 


* follow ; I find I am not diſappointed z for in my 


opinion, 
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opinion, it is one of the moſt extraordinary mo- 
tions that ever was made in this houſe. Under 
the ſpecious pretence of giving an immediate eaſe 
to the landed gentlemen, we are to revive a tax, 
which will lie as heavy as the land-tax upon moſt 
of them, and which is not only deſtructive to the 
trade, but inconſiſtent with the libercies of this 
nation, I agree molt heartily with the gentleman 
who made the motion, That many of our landed 
gentlemen have been reduced to moſt miſerable 
circumſtances, by the heavy burdens they have 
born for ſo many years; but their miſery is not to 
be aſcribed to the land-tax only, every one of our 
other taxes contributes its ſhare, and no tax con- 
tributed more to the general miſery of the whole 
nation, as well as of the landed gentlemen, than 
this very tax, which is now propoſed to be revived, 
It is indeed become neceſſary to continue the land- 
tax upon the former footing, or to impoſe ſome 
new tax in room thereof; but from whence does 
this neceſſity proceed ? why, from maintaining a 
reater number of land-forces, and putting our- 
A Ma to much greater charges, than we have in 
my opinion any occaſion for. It has always been 
the caſe, it always will be the caſe, Sir; one wrong 
meaſure muſt for ever give birth to another, that 
to a third, and ſo on till public ruin becomes ine- 
vitable, if no redreſs be offered in time; which 
never can be effectuated, but by altering the for- 
mer wrong meaſures, inſtead of ſupporting them 
by worſe. 1 i BET. 
© Lam ſorry, Sir, to find, that we dre reduced to 
this extremity, that we muſt either lay on a land- 
tax, which ſeems to be agreed by all,. to be heavier 
than the landed gentlemen of this nation are able 


to bear, or otherwiſe we muſt lay on a tax, which 


in the opinion; of, I hope, the majority of this 
houſe, is of much more fatal conſequence. How 
122 N ful, 
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fatal, Sir, is this neceſſity? Our landed gentlemen 
muſt be ruined, or the whole nation muſt be un- 
done ! It is certain, Sir, that every tax is an evil, 
and an evil that ought to be avoided, if poſſible; 
the corrupt nature of mankind has made ſome 
taxes neceſſary for the ſupport of ſociety; and we 
find to our coſt, that taxes, like other evils, are 
fruitful in the begetting of one another: But when 
we come to make a choice between two taxes, of 
the two evils we certainly ought to chuſe that 
which is leaſt; and ſince we have by our former 
reſolutions made one of the two now under conſi- 
deration neceſſary, we ought now to examine 
ſtrictly which of the two is the leaſt evil. 
© I have, I hope, Sir, as deep a ſenſe of the mi- 
ſeries and ſufferings of my fellow-countrymen as 
any man in this houſe, and when I ſpeak of charg- 
ing land in place of charging ſalt, I am certain, 
and I believe every man that knows me, will 


think, that I ſpeak againſt my own private inte- 


reſt : and therefore I flatter myſelf, that thoſe who 
hear me, will think I am fincere in what I ſay. 
It is very true, Sir, that the reducing of the land 
tax would be a great relief to the landed gentle- 
men, if it could be done without taking as much 
from them in another way. The land-tax is in- 
deed a heavy charge upon the landholders of this 
kingdom; but that is the only evil attending it 


cannot grant that it is ſo unequal as ſome gen- 
tlemen have been pleaſed to repreſent z every man 


ought to pay to the public charge in proportion 
to the den he 1 — — A poor man 
who has no property, o_ not certainly to be 

property ; he has no- 
thing but his liberty to contend for, and for the 
defence of that only he onght in juſtice 'to. be 
charged: whereas a man who has an eſtate, has 
property as well as liberty to contend for, — 
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the defence of both he ought to be charged. Li- 
berty may be equally dear to every man, but ſurely 
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he that has the largeſt property, ought to contri- 
bute moſt to the public expence.  _ 

The heavy weight that lies upon the landholders, 
is, I ſay, Sir, the only evil attending the land tax; 
but in conſidering the evils that neceffarily attend 
a tax upon ſalt, the land tax will; upon the com- 
pariſon, be found to have many advantages : One 
of the great evils of a ſalt tax, I may ſay the 
greateſt, becauſe it ſtrikes at our conſtitution, is; 
the great number of officers which muſt be em- 


' ployed in collecting that ſmall branch of the re- 


venue. Theſe officers are all named by the crown; 
and being ſpread all over the country, muſt have 
a great influence in elections: This, Sir, throws 
a greater power into the hands of the crown, than 
is in my opinion conſiſtent with the liberties of 
this nation. If it ever ſhall happen to be the miſ- 
fortune of this nation, to have a ſer of wicked 
miniſters in the adminiſtration; and a weak, or an 
ambitious prince upon the throne, the great num- 
ber of officers employed in collecting the public 
revenue, mult be of the moſt dangerous conſe- 
quence to our happy conſtitution 3 and therefore 
we ought n6t, upon any pretence whatſoever, to 
increaſe the number of thoſe ſlaves of an admini- 
ſtration. As to this evil, the land tax has by much 
the advantage of the ſalt tax ; in the firſt there are 
few or no officers employed; the laſt will make 
an addition of fix or ſeven hundred to the number 
of officers we had before, This tax upon falt is 
likewiſe a dangerous precedent ; it is one ſtep to- 
wards a general exciſe ; from this, which is really 
an exciſe upon ſalt, we may come to have an ex- 
ciſe laid upon every thing we can either eat or 
drink. It would be dangerous to begin to raiſe 


even the taxes we now W by the method of ex- 
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© ciſe, 
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© ciſe, both becauſe it would be a bad precedent, 
and becauſe of the uncertainty of the produce: It 
the raiſing them by exciſe ſhould produce leſs than 
they now do, they could not anſwer thoſe pay- 
* ments for which they were appointed; and if it 
© raiſed more, it might (conſidering the preſent eſta- 
* bliſhment of the civil lift) throw more money into 
the hands of the crown, than would be conſiſtent 
* with the freedom of the people. 

© Another advantage which the land tax has over 
© the tax now propoſed, is, that the raiſing of a ſhil- 
ling in the pound, coſts but a mere trifle, and is 
« ſubject to no frauds; the whole, I may ſay, that is 
« raiſed from the people, comes to the uſe of the 
« public, and to the benefit of the people; the caſe 
is quite different as to the tax upon falt ; it is im- 
« poſſible to raiſe the ſalt duty without employing a 
great number of officers; they muſt all have ſala- 
© ries, beſides the perquiſites and gratuities which 
always have been, and always will be given to 
men in ſuch offices: The honeſt part of mankind 
© can never get common juſtice from them without 
paying the perquiſite, and the fraudulent part of 
the nation will always purchaſe their connivance by 
large gratuities; thus a very large ſum will be 
raiſed upon the people, and but a ſmall part there- 
© of will ever come to the uſe of the public, or to 
© the benefit of the nation. This was formerly the 
* caſe of this duty upon ſalt; there was always a 
* great difference betwixt the groſs and neat produce 
© thereof, and there never was any tax in this coun- 
© try that gave ſo much occaſion to frauds and per- 
« juries; the tax is ſo much above the proper price 
of the commodity upon which it is raiſed, that it 
© always was, and always muſt be, a great tempta- 
tion for people to perjure themſelves, and cheat 
* the public. FEW fr 
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J am ſurprized, Sir, to hear any gentleman 
doubt of this duty upon ſalt being heavy upon 
trade, and prejudicial to the manufactures of the 
nation. It is ſo eaſy in this caſe to come to parti- 
« cular inſtances, that I defy any man to name one 
trade or manufacture that it is not prejudicial to: 
Can any man ſuppoſe it does not inhance the price 


of all proviſions, and by enhancing the price of 


© them, it becomes a charge upon every manufacture 
in particular; but upon our navigation it is inſup- 
portable; every ſhip that ſails from this kingdom, 
* muſt pay dear for her ſalt proviſions, or muſt go 
to ſome other place to take them in. Do nor we 
know, Sir, that many of our merchant ſhips for 
© theſe ſeveral years laſt paſt, have gone to Ireland 
to take in the ſalt proviſions neceſſary for their in- 
+ tended voyage? If this tax had been diſcontinued 
* for any number of years, they would probably 
have returned to victual in our own ports, as they 
* always did before the laying on of this tax upon 
« falt. Even the ſhort time it has been diſcontinued, 
has ſhewn what a diſadvantage the reviving of it 
will be to the improvement of land. Since the 
tax was taken off, ſeveral experiments have been 
s made for the improvement of land by the means 
of ſalt, and they have all anſwered to admiration, 
* The revival of this tax cannot therefore proceed 
from any compaſſion for the landed gentlemen, 
« ſince we thereby prevent the improvement of their 
lands; and a very ſmall improvement of the rent 
© of an eſtate, is worth a great deal more than one 
year's land tax, at a ſhilling in the pound will a- 
mount to, even upon a very large eltate, 

But in the preſent caſe, Sir, we not only prevent 
© the improvement of land eſtates, but we really 
take as much from almoſt every landed gentleman 
in another way, as he faves by the diminution of 
the land tax; and at the ſame time, we take fo 
+ much from every one of his tenants, as to diſable 
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* them, or ſome of them at leaſt, from paying the 
© ſame rent they formerly paid. In all well-regu- 
? lated countries great care is taken, that the poor 

farmer ſhall not be overcharged, Where is there 
* a more flouriſhing, or a better cultivated ſpot of 
* ground in the world, than our neighbouring coun- 
try of Flanders ? Yet what ravages, what deſola- 
tions, has that poor cauntry ſuffered by contending 
armies? What is this to be aſcribed to ? certainly 
to that wiſe politic of the Jandlords, eſtabliſhed as 
a law in that country, that whenever any farmer 
ſuffered any loſs in his farm by the incampments 
or depredations of an army, he paid no rent for 
that year to his landlord: By that he was enabled 
to ſupport the loſs, and to repair the damages for 
the benefit of his landlord as well as himſelt. Do 
we not ſee the effects of a contrary politie in Po- 
land? There, the poor tenants are racked and op- 
preſſed, and for that very reaſon one half of that 
country, which is naturally one of the moſt fertile 
in Europe, lies waſte and uncultivated. This will 
always be the conſequence, when a landlord charges 
his tenant for the ſake of a ſmall eaſe to himſelf. 

We have already, Sir, ſo many taxes, ſo many 
impoſitions; the price of every thing is thereby 
ſo much inhanced, that none of our manufactures 
can be ſold in a foreign market ſo cheap as the 
ſame ſort of manufactures are ſold by our neigh- 
bours, To this only, the great decay of our trade 
is to be imputed z and if it had not been for ſome 
natural advantages, it would have been before now 
intirely loſt and gone. It would have been happy 
for this nation, if they had always raiſed the ſup- 
plies. within the year: We ſeverely feel the effects 
of this error in politics committed by the genera- 
tion before us: And yet ſhall we, with our eyes 
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We are told, that this tax is to continue but for 
three years; but I plainly ſee, that it muſt be con- 
© tinued longer: By computation it is allowed that 
* 5000001, may be raiſed by this tax, in the ſpace 
of two years and a half; from whence I foreſce, 
© that at the end of three years we ſhall be told, that 
there being half a year good in hand, the conti- 
* nuing it but for two years longer, will raiſe ſuch 
another ſum. I do not doubt, but that at the end 
Jof this three years, we ſhall be under a much 
greater neceſſity of raiſing ſuch a ſum by extraor- 
* dinary means, than we are at preſent, at the end 
of five years it may be the ſame, and thus it may 
for ever continue. 

Even the landed gentlemen, if they conſider 
© their own intereſt, never will deſire to be eaſed 
as to the land tax, by laying on any other tax in 
place thereof. In ſuch a caſe the landed gentlemen 
vill always find, that what they ſave by this eaſe 
6 
6 


as to the land tax, is more than exhauſted by what 

they pay out of their own pockets, towards the tax 

laid on in its room; and at the ſame time the poor 

tenants and farmers are oppreſſed, and the trade of 
* the country undone. Let us but ſuppole, that the 
* ſum of five millions were to be raiſed, and this I 
believe is as large a ſum as the neat produce of all 
* our taxes will amount to. If this ſum were to be 
* all raiſed by a land tax, it would amount to ten 
* ſhillings in the pound: This indeed would be a 
© molt grieyous tax, but let any gentleman compute 
* what he now pays under the preſent method of 
taxation, towards the land tax, towards the malt 
* tax, towards the window lights, and by the advan- 
« ced price of all the neceſlaries and conveniences of 
lite, which he either makes uſe of in his family, 
or is obliged to call and pay for when he is a- 
broad; I believe he will find, that in the year's 


time it amounts to more than if he were to pay a 


* land tax of ten ſhillings the pound, and at leaſt 
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to as much again upan the reſt of the people. 
This, Sir, is the unavoidable conſequence of our 
preſent method of taxation. The charge is fo 
great, and the advantages taken by the merchant 
and retailer are ſo extravagant, that one half at 
leaſt of what is raiſed upon the people, never comes 
to the uſe of the public. It is ſo far, Sir, from 
being laid out, or expended for the beneſit of the 
people, that it may ſome time or another be turned 
towards the enſlaving of them. From whence, Sir, 
J think it is as demonſtrable as any propoſition 
in Euclid, that if we actually paid a land tax of 
ten ſhillings in the pound, without paying any other 
exciſes or duties, our liberties and our properties 


would be much more ſecure, and every landed 
gentleman might live at leaſt in as much plenty, 


and might make a better proviſion for his family, 
than under our preſent method of taxation. 
« I ſhall conclude, Sir, with obſerving that as this 
tax falls moſt grievouſly upon the poor, and as they 
are by far the majority of the people, it muſt of 
conſequence raiſe a general murmuring and diſ- 
content againſt the adminiſtration : By this the go- 
vernment, for their own ſecurity, will be obliged to 
keep up a numerous ſtanding army; this will be 
new ground of comphint among the people: The 

will at laſt begin to think, that their liberties — 
properties are really in danger; and I hope the 
people of this nation will always have courage 
enough to diſpute ſo ſacred, ſo valuable a prize; 


but curſed muſt they be, whoſe meaſures ſhall oc- 
caſion ſuch a conteſt 


Mr. Dundaſs ſpoke to the effect as follows. Sir, 
We ha ve heard a great deal of the inequality of 
the land tax, and great complaints, that notwith- 
ſtanding of its being raiſed for the good of all, yet 
there were but a ſmall part of the nation that con-+ 
: tributed any thing thereunto, 1 grant, Sir, that it 
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is ſo far unequal; but then as no man contributes 
but he that has an eſtate, it cannot be ſaid, that it 
is inſupportable to any man; and it muſt be al- 
lowed that the reſt of the nation are quite free 
from that burden. But this tax upon ſalt is as un- 
equal as the other; for there are a great many 
gentlemen in this nation, the greateſt part of whole 
eſtates conſiſts in ſalt- works, and by this tax there 
will be at leaſt one ſixth part, [ may ſay one 
fourth part of their eſtates taken from tnem. The 
inequality therefore is as great with reſpect to this 
tax, as with reſpect to that upon land; but no 
man, no perſon in the nation can be tree from this 
tax upon falt, it muſt be burdenſome upon all, 
and inſupportable to a great many. I have the 
leſs reaſon to be againſt the reviving of this tax, 
becauſe by the articles of the Union, that part of 
the country which I come from, is to be tree there- 
from, or at leaſt from the greateſt part thereof : 
Nor can I think that the taking off of a tax, for 
one year, which Scotland is by the articles of the 
Union to be free from, and laying it on the very 
next year, will ever afford a pretence for the 
charging of the people of Scotland with the pay- 
ment of ſuch a tax; otherwiſe it would be caly to 
ſubject them to all thoſe taxes and duties which 
they are declared free from, by the articles of the 
Union. This, Sir, is my opinion, but I ſhall be 
very ſorry ever to ſee any thing brought into this 
houſe, that may poſſibly bring any one of the ar- 
ticles of Union into queſtion, or ſo much as raiſe 
a doubt about the meaning and intention of an 

one of them: Explanations in that affair will al- 
ways be dangerous, and every man who wiſhes 
well, either to his King or his country, will en- 
deadour as much as he can, to avoid coming to 


any ſuch. If there were na other reaſon, Sir, for 


my being againſt this duty upon falt, this one is 


< enough 
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enough to me, that there appears to be ſeveral gen- 
tlemen in this houſe, who are of a different ſen- 
timent from me, with reſpect to the meaning and 
intention of that article of the Union, by which 
Scotland is declared free from the duties then pay- 
able upon ſalt. I hope all the gentlemen, of my 
own country at leaſt, are in this point of the ſame 
ſentiment with me ; and conſequently, as they have 
very little to do in the preſent queſtion, I hope 
they will at leaſt withdraw, and not join in laying 
a tax upon their neighbours, which their own 

country is not to bear an equal ſhare in, 
© It is well known, how many frauds and perju- 
© ries were committed during the time that there 
* was a duty upon foreign ſalt, and drawbacks al- 
loved upon the exportation of fiſh cured therewith, 
How many ſhips were ſent out with fiſh, pretend- 
© ed to be ſo cured, which never carried any to a 
© foreign market ? Do not we know, that ſome ſhips 
© have been entered, or at leaſt pretended to have 
© been entered, and the drawbacks for the cargoes of 
uch pretended ſhips have been not only allowed, 
© but paid; and yet it was afterwards diſcovered, 
that no ſuch ſhip was ever built? One gentleman 
was obliged to fly his country for ſuch practices 
it is true, he afterwards got a pardon, and ſoon 
after a commiſſion in the cuſtoms : how he came 
to deſerve ſuch favours, and ſuch preferment, is 
more than I can tell; but I am ſure no man ever 
was, or will be deterred from being guilty of ſuch 
crimes, by the ſeverity of the puniſhment he met 
with, The multitude of thoſe frauds committed 
by the exporters, or pretended exporters of fiſh 
cured with foreign ſalt, was ſo great, that the go- 
* vernment was obliged at laſt to take the duty in- 
* tixly off of foreign ſalt, and every man was al- 
© lowed to import duty-free, as much as was neceſ- 
* ſary for curing all the fiſh he exported to 27 
rein market? What was the conſequence? Ys 
under 
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under this pretence of curing fiſh for a foreign 
market, a great deal of foreign ſalt was imported 
publickly, and afterwards privately ſold about the 
country for all the uſes in life; and it is well 
known, the proprietors of ſalt- works know it ta 
their coſt, that while the duty continued upon 
home-made ſalt, there was none of it ever made 


* uſe of in many parts of this iſland, If this tax be 


revived, the ſame frauds will be renewed; and 
frauds there will be, put it in what ſhape you 
will: If you revive the duty upon foreign ſalt, 
there will then be frauds as to the draw-backs : If 
you revive the duty upon home ſalt, without lay- 
ing a duty upon the importation of foreign ſalt, 
then in ſeveral places of the country, they will 
fall upon ſome fraudulent way or another of get- 
ting foreign ſalt for all uſes; whereby you will 
increaſe the national expence, and in a little time 
deſtroy molt of your own ſalt-works. 

* The independency of this houſe has of late years 
been much talked of; I hope it will always be in- 


dependent: But I muſt ſay, Sir, that if a ſcheme 


had been laid down for making this houſe depen- 
dent upon the crown, a more eaſy, a more effec- 
tual, a more certain method could not have been 


.. contrived for the ſucceſs of ſucha wicked ſcheme, 


than this of reviving the ſalt- duty. By this duty, 
there is ſo large a ſum yearly raiſed, and ſo little 
brought to the public account, that it may really 
be moſt properly called, a bribing of us with our 
own money. I am ſure his Majeſty never can 
think of ſuch a ſcheme z he has the intereſt of 
the nation, and the benefit of mankind too much 
at heart, to let any ſuch ſchemes ever enter into 
his thoughts; but every man is ſenſible, that a 
great number of offi cers all named by the crown, 
and removable at the pleaſure of the King, or 
of thoſe in the adminiſtration, may have (if ſo 
applied) an influence upon the elections for 4 
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© bers of Parliament ; and conſidering the time that 
this duty is now laid on, that it is laid on for three 
years only, and that within that time there is to 
be, as 'tis hoped, a new choice of repreſentatives, 
one who does not know his Majeſty's good and 
uſt intentions, will be apt to ſuſpect, that the lay- 
ing on ſuch a tax, at ſuch a critical juncture, is with 
deſign to influence the approaching elections. I 
ſhall always be againſt any meaſure that may give 
the meaneſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects the leaſt 
cauſe to ſuſpect, that his Majeſty ever had a deſign 
of making uſe of any ſuch influence. I am con- 
vinced, he has no ſuch deſign ; I firmly believe, he 
never will form any ſuch deſign ; but, as much the 
greateſt part of the people live remote from court, 
and have no opportunity of knowing his Majeſty*s 
real intentions, they may put wrong conſtructions 
upon things; and therefore no man, who is a ſin- 
ccre lover of the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
ought ro agree to any meaſure, which 1s, in its 
own nature, liable to be miſapprehended, and apt 
to raiſe jealouſies and fears among his Majeſty's 


faithful ſubjects. 
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Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke again, to the effect as 


follows. Sir, Though I had examined this affair 


* with the utmoſt accuracy I was capable of; tho? 
I was convinced, that what I was to propoſe was 
for the public good, and for the relief of thoſe who 
© have been long oppreſſed ; yet I expected that the 
motion I was to make would meet with oppoſition, 
either from thoſe who have not ſo thoroughly con- 
* ſidered this matter, or from thoſe whoſe particular 
< intereſt, or private views, lead them to be againſt it. 
However, this difficulty and trouble which I fore- 


'© ſaw I was to encounter, did not, nor ever ſhall de- 


ter me from offering to this houſe, what I take to 


be for the good of my country, and for the relief of 
* thoſe in diſtreſs. All public aſſemblies muſt for 


© ever 
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ever be compoſed of perſons who have different 
ways of thinking, different intereſts, and different 
ends. Every tax that can be propoſed, will be ob- 
« jected to by ſome of thoſe who are to pay it; and 
© the moſt unequal tax will be approved of, and pres 
« ferred to the moſt equal, by thoſe who are to con- 
tribute nothing, or a very little thereto. The 
« journals of this houſe may afford us many examples 
« of petitions preſented, and a moſt vigorous oppo- 
« ſition made to things that have, in their own na- 
ture, appeared to be an univerſal benefit to man- 
© kind, Thoſe who live by the neceſſities of man- 
« kind, will for ever oppoſe what is propofed for 
© their relief; from hence it is, that we always 
« ſee great oppoſition made to all attempts for im- 
« proving the navigation of rivers, or of waſte lands 
© and commons z we are therefore, Sir, never to 
* conclude againſt the public benefit of any propo- 
© ſition, becauſe we ſee it violently oppoſed. 

« Envy and malice will often prompt men to op- 
« poſe what is apparently for their own immediate 
benefit, as well as for the benefit of their country. 
Every man, I believe, even in a private ſtation of 
© life, has enemies; but thoſe who are in any public 
« ſtation, have always a great many. Thoſe who en- 
vy them, will always grudge them the glory of 
doing any thing for the public good, and will en- 
* deavour to defeat, or to 45 a wrong turn to 
* whatever they propoſe for the benefit of their coun- 
© try, or for the caſe of the people. I do not believe 
that any gentleman in this houſe oppoſes what I 
© have moved for, from any ſuch motives. I am 
+ perſuaded that the oppoſition made thereto, pro- 
ceeds intirely from their miſtaking the caſe before 
us; and therefore I ſhall endeavour, as much as I 
can, to remove thoſe miſtakes, and will think the 
* pains. I amaat well beſtowed, if I can thereby con- 
« vince any one gentleman of this houſe, of the error 
he has been in. 


© The 
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The influence to be added to the power of the 
crown, by the addition of ſuch a number of offi- 
cers, as muſt be employed in the collecting of this 
revenue, 1s, I find, a mighty object ion againſt the 
reviving of this duty upon ſalt. I am ſorry, Sir, 
to find that any gentleman ſhould think ſo mean- 
ly of His native country. Our liberties and our 
properties would indeed be in the moſt imminent 
danger, if an addition of 4 or 500 officers could 
add ſuch a terrible influence to the power of the 
crown. But, Sir, we have the experience of above 
30 years, to convince us of the unreaſonableneſs 
of ſuch apprehenſions ; and, during a great part 
of this time, the crown had, beſides this number 
of ſalt-officers, a much more numerous army than 
it has at preſent ; conſequently the power of the 
crown muſt have been much greater than it can be 
made by what is now propoſed : and yet it was 
never found to be too great ; but, on. the contra- 
ry, the crown was always obliged to ſue for, and 
to ſubmit to the inclinations of the people. While 
the power of the crown is properly applied; and 
made uſe of only to defend the liberties and pro- 
perties of the ſubject, the crown will always have 
the inclinations of the majority of the people in 
its favour, This is the natural and juſt influence 
which the crown ought to have, and I hope it will 
never have any other in this kingdom. We know 
that the factious and the diſaffected have always 
exclarmed againſt the number of officers; and have 
alledged, that the diſappointments they met with, 
in their oppoſition to the moſt juſt and the moſt 
reaſonable meaſures propaſed by the court, pro- 
ceeded from the influence of ſuch officers ; but it 
is evident that the people of this nation never 
could be brought by fuch influence, to do any thing 
that was inconſiſtent with their liberties and privi- 
leges : And as there is no greater number ef of- 


* ficers now propoſed, than what was before em- 
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ployed when this duty was ſubſiſting, it cannot be 
« preſumed, that this influence will now be greater 
than it has been in times paſt. Do not therefore 
let imaginary fears and vain apprehenſions deter 
us from giving a relief to the molt diſtreſſed part 
of our fellow-ſubjedts, | 
Another bugbear raiſed againſt this duty upon 
ſalt, is, that it is a ſort of exciſe, and may be a 
precedent for introducing a general exciſe, I am 
perſuaded that no man ever yet thought of intro- 
ducing a general exciſe into this country; I can 
anſwer for myſelf, I never did : but becauſe there 
is ſuch a term as a general exciſe, becauſe there 
may be ſuch a thing in ſome countries, ſhall we 
therefore admit of no particular exciſe, nor any 
duty upon any particular commodity ? We may 
as well ſay we will pay no tax, becauſe in ſome 
countries, that have the misfortune to be ſubject to 
arbitrary power, they are oppreſſed with taxes, 
An exciſe is only a word for a tax raiſed in a dif- 
ferent manner; and if it be found by experience, 
that our preſent method of raiſing our taxes is 
more burdenſome upon our trade, and more incon- 
venient and expenſive to the merchant, than the 
raiſing them by way of exciſe would be, I can ſee 
no manner of reaſon why we ſhould be frightened 
© by theſe rwo words general exciſe, from changin 
© the method of raiſing the taxes we now pay, ang 
chuſing that method which is moſt convenient for 
the trading part of the nation, The laying of an 
< exciſe upon one commodity, or upon one fort of 
£ proviſions, can no more be a preeedent for a gene- 
ral exciſe, than my giving à poor man half a 
erown, can be a precedent for my giving him my 
vhole eſtate. We find that the method of raiſing 
© taxes, by way of exciſe, is not abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with! z we find it is the method b 
v hich moſt of the taxes in Huiland are raĩſed ; anc 
their method is reckomd much 2 
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by all thoſe who underſtand any thing of trade ; 
yet no man can ſay but that the Dutch are a free 


people, and are as jzalous of their liberties, as any 


people ought in reaſon to be. | 
« There are, at preſent, no thoughts of convert- 
ing any duty into an exciſe; but if all, or moſt 
part of our cuſtoms were converted into exciſes, l 
am perſuaded it would be beneficial to our com- 
merce in general; and there is no great fear of its 
adding ſfo-much to the civil liſt : for notwithſtand- 
ing of the greatclamours that have been raiſed up- 
on that head, it appears, that from his Majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion, to the year 1731, even including the 
115,000 /, granted by Parliament to make up the 
deficiency of the civil liſt revenue, the produce of 
all thoſe duties appropriated to the civil lift, has 
not, in the whole, amounted to 800,000 J. per an- 
num, which is the ſum that has been judged by 
Parliament to be neceſſary for ſupporting the charge 
of his Majeſty's civil lift z ſo that if by the method 
of excile theſe duties ſhould produce a little more, 
and it is not to be preſumed that they can produce 
a great deal more, they will only make up that 
ſum which the Parliament have thought themſelves 
obliged, in juſtice, to make good to his Majeſty. 
I muſt ſay, Sir, I am ſurpriſed at the propoſal 
that has been made, for laying this whole tax upon 
ſalt made in Scotland; I am perſuaded, the gentle- 
men are not ſerious in what they propoſe; I rec- 


kon it was made only to divert the principal que- 


ſtion, and to oblige the gentlemen of that country 


to be againſt it, not becauſe they diſapprove of it 


in the main, but for fear their country ſhould be, 
by an after-reſolution, charged with a duty which, 
by the articles of the union, they are declared free 
from for ever. The ſalt- duty now propoſed to be 
revived, was granted at two ſeveral times; one 
was for but 1 5. per buſhel, the other was for 2 5. 


the 
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© the Scotch commiſſioners were willing that their 


© country ſhould, after a certain term of years, be 
ſubject to the 1 5s. per buſhel 3; but they declared, 
© that their people could not poſſibly afford to pay 
© the additional 2 3. and 4 d.; and therefore they in- 
« ſiſted upon their being free from it for ever, which 
© on our ſide was agreed to. The act of the gth and 
* roth of King William, had impoſed this duty of 
©2 5. 4 d. for ever, and therefore that article of the 
Union, relating to this duty upon ſalt, was drawn 
* up in theſe terms: That the Scots ſhould be ex- 
* empted for ſeven years, from all duties whatever 
© on home-made ſalt, after which they were to pay 
© the duties levied in England, with this exception, 
and in thefe expreſs words, That Scotland Hall, 
after the ſaid ſeven years, remain exempted from the 
© duty of 2 8. 4 d. impoſed on home-made ſalt, by an 
* aff made in England, in the 9th and 10th years of 
* King William III. of England. Can there be any 
thing more expreſs than this? By the act therein 
mentioned, the duty was expreſly to continue to be 
© levied in England for ever. Is it not therefore evi- 
dent, that by the artitle of the Union, referring to 
© that act, the Scots are for ever to be free from that 
duty? Shall we be ſo unjuſt, ſhall we be ſo unge- 
© nerous, as to make uſe of a downright quirk in 


lav, to ſubject thoſe people to a duty, which, by 
| © the agreement between us, they are for ever to be 
free from? This was the expreſs — 


© the two nations, at the time the Union was made. 
* How captious then muſt it be to ſay, that the ex- 
emption can only bear a relation to the duty im- 
© poſed by that act; and cannot be claimed with re- 
© ſpect to the ſame duty now to be impoſed by a 
new act? If ſuch a pretence were to be admitted 
if taking off any duty impoſed by former acts, 
under which the people of Scotland were intitled to 
an exemption, and laying on the ſame duty again 


by a new act, were admitted of as an avoidance of 
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„their claim of exemption, of what force can any 
© ſucharticle of agreement be? Have we it not in 


our power, at this rate, to defeat every exemption 


© which the Scots are intitled to by the Union? For 
it is but repealing that act under which they claim 
© an exemption, and then, in a year or two after- 
« wards, impoſing the ſame duty by a new act. Thus 
© the Scots might be at once ſubjected to thoſe duties 
* which they are not able, which they ought not to 
bear. But would it be fair, would it be candid 
in us to make uſe of ſuch a ſubterfuge, againſt a 
6s nation that has truſted ſo much to our honour ? 
This tax cannot therefore be ſaid to be unequal, 
* becauſe Scotland does not pay as much as is paid in 
« England. The people in that country are to pay 
© as much as they ought to pay, and as much as we 
© can, in juſtice or equity, demand. Nor does it 
© ſignify whether the ſhare they pay be ſent up here 
or not: They have an equal right to be protected 
and defended; the protecting and defending the 
< people of that country, is a part of the public 
charge: It is a part of the national expence, and 
< muſt be defrayed out of the public revenue; and 
the applying of the money raiſed in that country, 
© towards the public expence in that country, is the 
* ſame as if it were ſent up to the Exchequer here. 
We ought to be the more careful of that part of the 
£ iſland, becauſe we have found by experience, that 
there can be no invaſion upon, nor any commotion 
among the people in that country, but what muſt 
5 ſoon come to affect ourſelves. For our own ſafe 
then, we are obliged to be at the charge of defend- 
ing them, and conſequently it can be no objection 
* againſt any tax, that the produce thereof ariſing 
in Scotland is applied to the anſwering of ſuch a 
« 'purpoſe. Nor is this tax unequal, becauſe of the 
< loſs that the proprietors of ſalt-works may ſuſtain, 
for none of their eſtates can be thereby diminiſhed. 
The ta is not paid by the maker, or by the fſel- 
Aer, but by the conſumer ; and the charge comes 
EO * to 
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to ſuch a trifle upon every particular man, that it 
cannot be pretended, that any man will conſume 
© lefs ſalt than he did before; if there were no ſuch 
© tax, no man would make uſe of more ſalt than he 
© had occaſion for, and the tax makes fo ſmall an 
additional charge, that it will never oblige any 
© man to make uſe of leſs. | 

© The great charge of raifing this tax, has been 
© made uſe of, as a weighty argument againſt it; but 
* when we come to make a compariſon between this 
© and the land-tax, the difference wilt be found to 


© be but inconſiderable. If proper allowances are 


made, it will be found, that the raifing of this tax 
* upon ſalt, will not coſt the government above 


* 22,000 J. per anaum, The land tax, we know, 
* colts the public, by parliamentary allowance, and 


* other neceſſary ch of management, ar leaſt, 
* 13,500. per A e this, there is an office 
kept in commiſſion, of purpoſe for ſuperintending 
* it, which colts above 4000 J. per annum more; 10 
that the land tax really coſts the public about 
* 18,000 J. per annum. Thus the difference between 


the charge of raiſing the ſalt- tax, and that of rai- 


* ſing the land- tax, appears at laſt to be but 4000 J. 
* per annum; which is not half a farthing in a year 
to every perſon that is to contribute th : 
Shall we then, for the ſake of faving this 4000 J. 
* a year to the nation in general, or this half a far- 
thing to every particular perſon; ſhall we, I ſay, 
* for this reaſon continne to oppreſs the landed gen- 
* themen, contrary to all equity and ſuſtice, and ne- 
* fuſe to approve of a meaſure by which they are to 
de relieved, without throwing any ſenſible charge 
upon any one man in the nation? If che difference 
were much higher than what it is, is it not, with re. 
* ſpect to the nation in general, amply repaid by 
this; that in continuing the land- tax at two fhal- 
lings in the pound, the nation is obliged to-miſe 
* the whole ſum wanted within one year? Whereas 
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© and the ſalt- tax laid on in place of the other ſhil- 
ling, the nation has three years to raiſe that ſum, 
* which otherwiſe is to be raiſed in one. Every man 
© in common life would rather chuſe to have three 
years for the payment of a debt, than to be oblig- 
ed to pay it in one: Every man would be glad to 
pay ſomething for ſuch an indulgence, anda great 
© deal more in proportion than the difference of 
© the charge in railing thoſe two taxes can ever a- 
mount to. 

The great difference that always appeared be- 
© tween the groſs and nett produce of this duty, has 
been made uſe of as an argument to ſhew the great 
charge of collecting this revenue, and to convince 
© us that there was always a great deal more raiſed 
from the people, than ever came to the benefit of 
© the public; but this argument will quite vaniſh 
© when the matter 1s ſet in a clear light ; it will then 
appear, that thoſe gentlemen are in a very great 
* miſtake: They have always called that the groſs 
produce, which never was any thing but the groſs 
charge; theſe are two things of a very different 
© nature, and therefore they never ought to be con- 
founded by thoſe who have a mind to form a right 
judgment about any branch of the revenue. We 


© know that while this duty was ſubſiſting, the groſs 


© charge was generally reckoned, communibus annis, 
© at about 470,000 /. per annum, but then there were 
d a great many articles charged to this branch, which 


never were really produced or paid to it, and con- 


 ſequently they never can be reckoned any part of 


its groſs produce, I ſhall take notice of the moſt 


£ conſiderable of thoſe articles which were charged 
and brought to the general account of this branch, 
s without ever being produced or paid by any one 
« perſon, and theretore it is certain that they never 
© could be looked on as a charge or burden upon the 
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In former times, while this duty was ſubſiſting, 
we know that all ſalt was charged with duties when 
ſold and delivered from the works, and conſequent- 
ly from that inſtant it became an article of the groſs 
charge of this revenue; but then whatever ſalt was 
bought by any perſon who had a mind to export 
the ſame, he paid no money for the duties then 
charged upon the falt he had bought, but entered 
into a bond to pay the duty, which bond was can- 
cefed upon a debenture made out, certifying the 
falt to have been exported, From hence it appears, 
that for all the ſalt that ever was exported, there 
never was one farthing of money actually paid by 
the ſubject ; and by the books it appears, that this 
one article alone at a medium, amounted to 
120,000 /, per annum. As no part of this ſum 
was ever produced or paid by any perſon, there- 
fore it cannot be reckoned as a part of the groſs 
produce, though it was always reckoned as a part 
of the groſs charge. 


© Another confiderable article aroſe from what 


was allowed for the fiſhery ; for curers of fiſh paid 
no duty, neither did they give bonds for what falt 
they uſed in curing of fiſh ; but the quantities 
which they took up for that purpoſe, were all en- 
tered into the accounts of the office, as a part of 
the groſs charge of this duty, but were all diſchar- 
ged upon due proof given, that the ſalt had Leen 
uſed in curing of fiſn; and this article amounted at 
a medium to 51,000 l. per annum, which is Iike- 
wiſe to be deducted from the groſs charge. 

* Rock-ſalt was charged with the duty at the pits, 
and a great deal of this rock-ſalt was afterwards 
melted down, and made into white falt, which was 
alſo charged with the duty, -and both theſe duties 
were charged in the accounts of the office; but the 
refiner or maker had an allowance for ſo many 


* buſhels of rock-ſalt, for which the duty had 


. 


been charged, as he had melted down and made 
8 uſe 
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© uſe of in making white ſalt. This article generally 
£ amounted to about 36,000 J. per annum, and is to 
be deducted from the groſs charge. 

It is well known that the whole ſums payable for 
duties, were always charged in the books of the 


office; and yet there was always a diſcount for 


« prompt-payment allowed, which amounted to a- 
bout 20,000 J. yearly ; and beſides this, there was 
* another allowance for waſte on ſalt carried coatt- 
6 wiſe, which one year with another came to 1 1,000 J. 
* per annum. There was likewiſe an allowance for 
© falt loſt at ſea, and an allowance or a drawback 
upon ſalt beef and pork exported, both which a- 
mounted to 1650 J. per annum. All theſe ſums 
$ added together, amounted to 239,650 J. and as 


they never were raiſed upon the ſubject, or if raiſ- 


ed, were always returned, therefore they muſt all 
be deducted from the groſs charge, and the remain- 
© ing ſum only, which is 230,350 l. is to be reckon. 
ed the groſs produce. From which if we deduct 


| © the charges of management, to wit, 25,000 J. 


* there remeins 205,350 l. which is the nett produce, 
And if from this we deduct the bounties paid an- 
© nually to the exporters of fiſb, and which muſt be 
8 mu whether we revive this tax or not, theſe 
* bounties amounting yearly to the ſum of 19,000 J. 
+ the remaining ſum will then be the nett ſum to be 
paid into the Exchequer, to wit, 186,350 1. on the 
$ — of which 300, oo0 J. is now propoſed to be 
* raiſed. 

© By this ſhort abſtract of the account, it will, 1 
think, Sir, moſt evidently appear, that there is 
nothing in that argument ſo much inſiſted on, that 
there is a great more raiſed upon the le 
* than ever can come to the benefit of the public. 
* There is no 2 of facts, and upon the moſt 
exact examination of them it appears, that every 


* ſhilling that is actually raiſed from the people, 
eomes to the uſe of the public, except this ſum of 
1 * 25,000 J. 
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© 25,000 J. per annum allowed for the management 
© of this revenue. And even this 25,000 l. is all to 
be given to our own people; many families may 
be thereby maintained, who would otherwiſe be 
a burden upon their country; and thus the great- 
« eſt part even of that ſum will come to be uſe- 
ful tothe nation in general, and may therefore 
© be properly ſaid to come to the benefit of the 
« public. 

Great complaints have been made, and a great 
* clamour raiſed, that this tax will always give great 
* occaſion to frauds and perjuries. I am perſuaded, 
* Sir, that no exciſe whatever is attended with few- 
* er frauds in the management than this tax now un- 
der our conſideration, What is generally preſum- 
ed to give occaſion to frauds a perjuries in all 
methods of taxation, is, when great ſums of mo- 
* ney are to be paid by the ſubject, and returned to 
them again upon certain events. Let any man but 
| examine the articles of the groſs charge of this re- 
2 venue, he will find, that there is no money paid 
0 * and returned, In all thoſe articles by which the 
. © groſs amount is made to exceed the groſs produce, 
8 * the accounts of the office are carried on by way of 
ö debtor and creditor; there is hardly ever any mo- 
e 
e 
e 


— Ez — 8 


Cr 


ed = ih 


— — 


— 


© ney paid by the ſubject, that is to he returned ei- 
* ther to him or to any other upon any event whatſo- 
© ever; we muſt therefore conclude, that in the me- 
< thod by which this tax was formerly, and is now 
again propoſed to be raiſed, there can be nothing 
[ to tempt the avarice, or to encourage the frauds of 


5 © knaviſh dealers. | 
1 * I ſhall now, Sir, examine ſome of thoſe parti- 
N cular objections that have been made to this tax. 


The only one that I think has any appearance of rea- 
t * ſon in it, is, That with reſpect to the navigation of 
y Great Britain, it is pretended that it will be a great 
6 burden upon the victualling of our ſhips : But un- 
a N 4 * luckily 
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luckily. it happens, that the navigation of Great 
Britain never flouriſhed mdre than it did under the 
payment of this tax; in a courſe of five and thirty 
years that this tax continued, it cannot be ſaid, that 
ever our ſhipping or our navigation ſuffered 
in the leaſt ; on the contrary, there is not, I be- 
lieve, any ſuch term in all our hiſtory, in which 
the number of our ſeamen, and the number and 
tonnage of our ſhips increaſed ſo much as it did in 
that time. This is of itſelf a clear proof that this 
tax can be no diſcouragement to our navigation. 
But in fact it is plain that the additional expence 
occaſioned by this duty is ſuch a mere trifle, that it 
never can be any burden; by accounts from the 
victualling-office it appears, that the charge for 
10,000 men in the ſervice of his Majeſty's navy, 
was at a medium but 2,600 /. per annum extraor- 
dinary expence occaſioned by the duty upon falt, 
which is no more than five ſhillings per man; ſo 
that if we reckon 30,000 men employed in the 
navigation carried on by the merchants of Great 


Britain, the duty on the whole conſumption of ſalt 


in that ſervice will not exceed 7,800 J. per annum, 
and ſurely no man will imagine this to be a grie- 
vous and an unſupportable load upon the whole na- 
vigation of Great Britain. But thoſe that know 


any thing of the merchant-ſervice, can teſtify, that 


ſalt proviſions are not the only victualling made uſe 


of in that ſervice. Their ſhips are often in ſome 


port or another, and then the ſailors live moſtly 
upon freſh proviſions ; even when they are at fea, 
it 1s well known, that the greateſt part of their food 


conſiſts in dried fiſh, freſh fiſh catched at ſea, flow- 


er, rice, and. other ſuch proviſions, Aboard of 
merchant-ſhips they never conſume near ſo much 
ſalt proviſions, in proportion to the number of their 


hands, as they do aboard any of his Majeſty's ſhips 
of war. And our merchant-ſhips which trade to 


Ireland 
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* Ireland or to the plantations, generally take in their 
* falt proviſions in one of thoſe two places, becauſe 
* of the cheapneſs of meat in thoſe countries ; ſo that 
* the expence brought upon our navigation by this 
* tax, eſpecially in the merchant ſervice, will at laſt 
* be reduced to ſuch a trifle, that it will become al- 
together inſenſible. And as to the exportation of 
ſalt proviſions, this duty can never be any diſcou- 
* ragement to ſuch a trade, becauſe the exporters are 
* allowed a drawback in lieu of the duty they have 


* paid. 


If falt be of ſo great a benefit as has been repre- 


« ſented in the manuring of lands, it is certain that 
* foul ſalt may do as well for that purpoſe as any 
* other ſalt whatever, and any quantity of ſuch fait 
may be had gratis for carrying it off from the pits, 
no duty was ever paid or charged for ſuch ſalt, the 
* perſon who took it away to manure his land, ha- 
ving an officer with him, was always intitled to uſe 
© it duty free; if the tax be revived, it will {till be 
* the ſame, and conſequently the duty can never be 
© a hindrance to the improvement of our lands, ſince 
* the only falt that is proper for that purpoſe, is al- 
ways to be had duty free. And as to the farmers 
* and graſiers of Great Britain, this duty can never 
© be any great charge upon them; whatever ſalt 
* they uſe in making up any goods for the marker, 
© is paid for at the market by the buyer, and ſo 
© comes at laſt to fall where all duties ought to fall, 
upon the conſumer. In their own families there is 
but very little ſalt conſumed, and therefore the du- 
* ty cannot fall heavily upon them. If upon com- 
* putation it be found that the duty coſts but five ſhil- 
lings per head at ſea, it cannot coſt above half that 
ſum at land; even if we were to ſuppoſe that there 
© are as much ſalt proviſions made uſe of at land as 
© at ſea, becauſe we know that there is not half the 
* quantity of ſalt made uſe of in curing proviſions he 

| « the 
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© the land, as in curing proviſions for the ſea ſer- 
vice: But we know that for more than half the 
year, the country people live intirely upon the pro- 
« duce of the dairy and the garden, and even for the 
© other half of the year they live more upon cab- 
© bage, roots, and ſuch things, than upon ſalt meat 
« conſequently we cannot reckon that this duty will 
* ſtand the farmer in above one ſhilling per head 
for thoſe perſons that live in his family, It is in- 
« deed impoſſible that it can coſt ſo much. We may 
< modeſtly reckon that the whole people of England 
© amount to at leaſt eight millions of perſons; every 
© one of whom contributes his ſhare to this duty : it 
© then, Sir, the ſum raiſed, which is 230,350 J. be 
« diſtributed among eight millions of perſons, it will 
not amount to 7 d. per man; and if from thence we 
deduct the 19,0007. which the people of England 
are obliged to pay, whether this tax be revived or 
not, we muſt conclude that no perſon in England 
contributes more than 64. thereto for his own per- 
* ſonal conſumptien, He that keeps a great many 
* perſons in his family, muſt indeed pay for each of 
© them, but whoever does fo, muſt either have a 
good eſtate or a good trade, and conſequently may 
very well afford to pay; and this, Sir, is the ex- 
* cellency of the ſalt tax, that every man is thereby 
* obliged to contribute to the public charge, accord- 
ing to his condition in life. For I think no man 
will ſay but that he who has a good trade, or a 
great deal of money out at intereſt, ought to con- 
* tribute as much to the defence of property, as he 
that has a land eſtate that brings in no greater 
+ yearly revenue. 

»I hope, Sir, I have now made it appear to the 
* conviction of every man that hears me, that the 
* ſalt duty is no burden upon the people of England, 
or upon any part of them; that it can be no hin- 
* drance to the improvement of our land eſtates, nor 
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any prejudice to our trade or navigation: And it is, 
I may lay, ſelf-evident, that it is a more juſt and 
a more equal, and a better-proportioned tax, than 
any that is raiſed, or can be contrived to be raiſed 
upon the people of this nation, The land tax, 
upon the other hand, is the moſt unequal, the moſt 
* grievous, and the moſt oppreſſive tax that ever was 
© raiſed in this country; it is a tax which never ought 
to be raiſed but in times of the moſt extreme neceſ- 
5 ſity. The beſt judges, the trueſt patriots in all 
countries, have been of opinion, that of all taxes, 
that upon immoveable goods, that upon lands and 
* houſes, ought to be the laſt reſource. In ſuch a 
* caſe there are but a few of the people that contri- 
© bute to the public expence; and even among that 
© few, there will always be a great partiality as to 
the value that is put upon mens eſtates. This we 
© are very ſenſible of in England ; there are ſome 
landed gentlemen that pay a land tax equal to the 
full value of their eſtates, while others do not pay 
equal to a third part of the real value: and gene- 
© rally thoſe gentlemen who ſuffer moſt by this par- 
* tiality, are thoſe, whoſe anceſtors were a fort of 
© Knights-errant for the revolution. They gloried 
in that happy event, they thought themſelves, in 
* honour and juſtice, obliged to pay their equal ſhare 
for the ſupport of ſo glorious a cauſe, in propor- 
* tion to the real value of the eſtates they poſſeſſed; 
and therefore they gave them in at the full value. 
This was juſtice, this was a laudable zeal for the 
* happineſs of the nation, and for the liberties and 
a provinges of the people : But cheir poſterity have 
© ſuffered ſeverely for it; and as they always will be 
* the teft ſufferers by every land tax, ought 
not the merit, and the honeſt zeal of their fore- 
< fathers, to plead ſtrongly for their relief? at leaſt 
* with all thoſe wha are friends to our preſent happy 
* eſtabliſhmer, 1 
10 
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© To pretend, Sir, that the taking off a ſhilling in 
© the pound of the land tax, and raiſing the ſalt tax 
© in the room thereof, will be no eaſe to moſt, or to 
© any of the landed gentlemen in England, appears 
to me to be really a ſort of paradox. I believe there 
© are few landed gentlemen in England, whoſe e- 
© ſtates do not amount to 100 1. per annum; I am 
© ſure that the landed gentlemen of ſuch eſtates, or 
© of any land eſtate from 100 J. to 1000 J. per ann. 
© are the greateſt objects of compaſſion, and deſerve 
© moſt the conſideration of this houſe ; becauſe thoſe 
* who have leſs than 100 J. a year in land, are gene- 
rally either farmers or graſiers, or have ſome o- 
© ther buſineſs as a help for the ſupport of their fa- 
* milies. A gentleman then of 100 J. a year in land, 
if his eſtate be rated at the full value, ſaves 5. a 
0 oor by the abatement of 15s. in the land tax: 
Let us ſee if it be poſſible that this can again be 
drawn from him by the ſalt duty. I believe it will 
« eaſily be granted me, that no man of 100 l. a year 
and no more land eſtate, without any other buſineſs, 
© keeps 16 in family; but ſuppoſing he does, yet at 
6 d. per head, the ſalt duty cannot amount to more 
in the whole three years than 24 5. How then is 
it poſſible to pretend, that this is not a relief to 
ſuch a gentleman? To pay but 245. in three years, 
and at a thouſand (I may ſay) different payments, 
is ſurely better, and much leſs grievous, than to be 
© obliged to pay 57. in one year, and at moſt 


two payments. But ſuppoſe that ſuch a man's e- 


« ſtate is rated at the loweſt value that any lands in 
England are preſumed to be rated at; ſuppoſe ſuch 
© an eſtate to be rated but at one third of the full va- 
© lue, yet ſtill by an abatement of 15. in the pound 
© land tax, he ſaves above 335. and therefore ſuch an 
«* abatement muſt be a relief even to ſuch a man, of 
* at leaſt 9 s. beſides the advantage he has of having 
a much longer time to pay a much lefs ſum. Thus 
we ſee that what is now propoſed muſt be a very 
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| great relief to thoſe who are oppreſſed with mort- 
| « oages and rent charges, and mult be ſome relief 
© to every landed gentleman in the kingdom, who 
© has nothing but the rents of his eſtate to depend on 
for the ſupporting of his family, and providing for 
his children. | | 
If there were any danger, Sir, that the reviving 
© of this tax would occaſion murmurings among the 
people, I ſhould be as much againſt it as any man 2 
in this houſe; but the tax is in its own nature ſo 
equal, and paid by ſuch a vaſt multitude of people, 
and at ſo many different payments, that it becomes 
quite inſenſible to every particular man. We know 
by experience, that during the long time it was 
paid by the people, it never occaſioned the leaſt 
* uneaſineſs; and we find that the remiſſion of it 
gave no eaſe ; it occaſioned no Joy among the 
people, nor were there any good effects of it felt, 
« either as to the lowering the price of goods or pro- 
< viſions at market, as to the raiſing the value of 
© lands, or as to the reducing the wages commonly 
given to journeymen and day-labourers. Thoſe 
therefore who have a regard to the intereſt of his 
« Majeſty, or to the eaſe and quiet of the kingdom, 
© cannot make the leaſt ſcruple in preferring a tax 
© that is felt by no man, to a tax that is inſupport- 
© able to a great many of thoſe that are obliged to 
© contribute thereto. Such a meaſure can breed no 
© new enemies to our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
© but muſt convert a great 2 of the old, and in- 
jure the affections of the moſt conſiderable part of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects. 
In this, Sir, as well as in all the other motions 
which I have ever had the honour to make to 
this houſe, I have always acted, according to my 
© own judgment, for the good of my country, and 
© therefore, Sir, I have no reaſon to be afraid of 
© the curſes and imprecations of any man. I do 
not think it altogether parliamentary to uſe =o 
* ſuch 
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© ſuch expreſſions in this houſe; every man ought 
in common charity to be preſumed to act accord- 
© ing to what he thinks beſt, and moſt conducive to 
the intereſt and happineſs of his country. I have 
© always done fo, and while I continue to do ſo, I 
* ſhall deſpiſe any outcries that may be groundleſly 
g 0 againſt me, or againſt any meaſure I pro- 
8 o conclude, Sir, the only thing I had in view, 
was, to propoſe what I thought the moſt eaſy, and 
the moſt convenient method of relieving the land- 
ed Gentlemen, in part at leaſt, of that tax which 


has ſo long lain heavy upon them, and upon them 


only; I am convinced that every Gentleman in 
this houfe will agree with me in this, that a land 
< tax, even of two ſhillings in the pound, is a moſt 
grievous tax upon all the landed gentlemen in the 
6 Endo ; more eſpecially upon thoſe whoſe e- 
© ſtates are charged with heavy mortgages or large 
< annuities : and I think I have clearly ſhewn, that 
the duty upon falt is no way inconfiftent with our 
© conſtitution, is no way burdenſome either upon 
our navigation or our trade; and I am fure it can- 
not with any appearance — reaſon be ſaid to be 
grie vous upon any particular man, or u any 
8 fer of ich HAIR the dommtons of Great Britain, 
Let us then, for God's ſake, gentlemen, have ſome 


© confideration for the freeholders, who have ſuffered 


ſo much for many years; let us have ſome com- 
Y a for thoſe gentlemen whoſe eſtates are deep- 
ly charged with mortgages and annuities, occaſton- 
ed by the heavy land taxes which their fore-fathers 
have been obliged to pay. It is but reaſonable 
that the creditor ſhould contribute to the public 
© expence as well as the debtor, and the moſt pro- 
per method for 3 juſt a defign, is, in 
my opinion, the reviving t ty upon falt. If 
any gentleman can propoſe a better, I ſhall moſt 
* heartily join with him; and whoever: thinks he 
* cannot, 
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cannot, will, I hope, agree to what J have pro- 
6 poſed.” | 


Mr. Pulteney ſpoke to the effect as follows. © Sir, Mr. Pute- 
From what his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to pech. 
tell us from the throne at the beginning of this ſeſ- ö 
ſion, I did indeed expect, I believe the whole 
people of England with me did expect, that we 
were to receive ſome eaſe as to our taxes; ſome 
real, ſome effectual eaſe was expected, and was 
with reaſon expected. How are theſe expectations 
of the poor people to be anſwered? By the pro- 
poſition now made, a part, by much 5 — greateſt 
part of them, are to be ſubjected to a new tax. 
and the remaining part are to be indeed free of a 
part of an old tax; but in place thereof, they are 
to pay a new tax, which will be equally grievous 
to molt of them, at the ſame time that it is grie- 
vous to every other perſon in the nation, This, 5 
Sir, is the relief that the people of Englaxd are, 1 
by the propoſition now made, to meet with from i 
the eſtabliſhment of a profound tranquillity both 
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abroad and at home. "Pl 

Every gentleman in this houſe muſt remember, 
how this tax upon ſalt came to be taken off, On- 
ly two years ago, his Majeſty was pleafed to open 
the ſeſſion with a moſt gracious ſpeech, in which 
© he expreſſed a compaſſionate concern for the hard- 
« ſhips of the poor artificers and manufacturers. 
From whence we muſt conclude, that his Maje- 
* {ty's I then was, that that fort of people la- 
© boured under the greateſt hardſhips, and were the 
« firſt who. ought to be relieved. The circumſtan- 
ces of the nation are not much altered ſince that 
time; the landed gentlemenare not, I hope, grown 
very much poorer, or leſs able to bear burdens ; 
the poor artificers and manufacturers are not, Iam 
ſure, grown richer : and therefore I muſt think, 
that his Majeſty has not altered his opinion, what- 


eber 
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© ever ſome gentlemen in this houſe may have done: 


It is certain ſome of them have, becauſe at that 


© time there was not ſo much as one man in this 
< houſe, that differed in opinion from his Majeſty. 
Every man agreed that the poor artificers and 
* manufacturers were the firſt who ought to meet 
© with relief from the happy ſituation of our affairs; 
© the only difference was as to the manner of giving 
them relief, and even that did not bear a queſtion. 
© This tax upon ſalt was then thought ſo grievous 
upon the trade, the manufactures, and the poor of 
this nation, that it was given up even by the right 
* honourable gentleman who has now made the mo- 
© tion for reviving it. I wiſh he had given us ſome 
* reaſon for his being now of a different opinion 
* from what he was at that time, for it muſt proceed 
from ſome fact, or from ſome circumſtance that 
© has either — — ſince that time, or is ſoon to 
* happen. If he foreſees any extraordinary event, 
I wiſh he had been ſo good as to communicate 
© it ; for my own part, I can ſee none that can poſ- 
* fibly induce me to change my 6pinion 3 but, on 
© the contrary, I foreſee many for confirming me 
© in the ſame ſentiments I was then of, and which I 
© think ought to confirm every man, who conſiders 
© the conſequences of things, and has a ſtronger re- 
* gard for the liberties of his country, and the hap- 
< pineſs of poſterity, than he has for his own imme- 
« diate intereſt, | N 


' © Tam very ready to believe, that every man acts 


from the juſteſt motives, and from a ſincere and 
< hearty regard for the intereſt of his country, and 
« for the happineſs of his fellow - ſubjects; but as the 
true motives of a man's acting or ſpeaking cannot 
* be with any certainty diſcovered by another, 


therefore we are to regard only what he does or 


«* ſays. A man may act honeſtly, may argue juſt- 
ly from very bad motives, and on the other 
hand we know, that many wrong actions and 

| | * foolyh 
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. fooliſh arguments have proceeded from motives 
. that were in themſelves generous and good. Let 

us then in charity believe, that whoever differs 
* from us in a miſtake, and that whoever agrees 


« with us, acts from the ſame motives we do 
* ourſelves : Then we ſhall examine one another's 
arguments with candour; then is truth moſt like- 
© ly to prevail. 
Let us not confound the matter in hand, and be- 
* lieve that the queſtion now before us, is, whether 
or no a relief ought to be granted to the landed 
* intereſt : That is no way at preſent the queſtion 
in debate, By the reſolutions of this houſe upon 
the ſupply, there is 500,000, to be raiſed for the 
© current ſervice of the year; the raiſing of this 
* ſum we have already made neceſſary ; our reſolu- 
tion is not to be recalled, We are now in a com- 
* mittee of ways and means, and the only queſtion 
before us, is, Whether we are to raiſe this ſum of 
* 500,000 l. by laying a ſhilling upon land, or by 
* reviving the Duty upon ſalt. Neither of them can 
© be a relief to the landed gentlemen 3 on the con- 
* trary, both muſt be burdenſome to them. But the 
one or the other we have made neceſſary; and 
therefore the only queſtion now before us, is, By 
* which of theſe ways we ſhall raiſe this 500,000 J. 
* This being then the true ſtate of the queſtion, 
© weare to conſider which of theſe Methods will be 
* moſt convenient for the nation in general; and 
that we are to chuſe without any reſpect to who is, 
© or who is not to contribute thereto; for we are 
never to do an injury to our country for the ſake 
of any private man, or of any particular Set of 
* men, The thoughts of raiſing a general exciſe, 
I find, have been diſelaimed by every gentleman 
* who has ſpoke in this debate; I hope this nation 
© will never be in ſuch laviſh circumitances, as that 
© any man dare openly avow ſuch a deſign z but I 
* wiſh that every gentleman that has talked upon 
Vo I. X. O * this 
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this ſubject, had explained to us what he meant by 
a general exciſe; for if any gentleman thereby 
means, that the people are to pay exciſes upon 
every thing they uſe either for food or raiment, 
he will find that there is no ſuch general exciſe in 
the moſt arbitrary, the moſt laviſh country upon 
earth, I believe there is no country under the 
ſun, where the people pay an exciſe tor the water 
they drink; and yet in ſome countries it will be 
allowed, there are ſuch things as general exciſcs. 
I therefore take it, that the proper meaning of a 
general exciſe relates not to the things upon which 
it is raiſed, but to the perſons from whom; and 
every exciſe is a general exciſe, if the whole body 
of the people, the poor, the needy, the moſt wretch- 
ed, are obliged to contribute thereto. If this be the 
meaning of a general excite, the exciſe now pro- 
poſed to be raiſed upon the people of this nation, 
is as general as any one that can be, or ever was in- 
vented under the moſt abſolute tyranny, And if 
this be granted, and tamely ſubmitted to by the 
people, it may be an encouragement to ambitious 
and wicked miniſters in future times, to proceed a 
ſtep farther, and lay another exciſe upon ſome o- 
ther commodity uſed by the generality of the peo- 
ple; that again will give encouragement to a third 
attempt, and ſo on, till at laſt the people of this 
country be ſubjected, as well as ſome of our neigh- 
bours, to a general exciſe in the moſt extenſive 
ſenſe; that is, an exciſe upon every perſon, and 
upon almoſt every thing that can be converted to 
the uſe of man. 


such a general exciſe was never eſtabliſhed at 


once in any country, it has every where been in- 


troduced by degrees, and in all the countries where 
ſuch an excile has been eſtabliſned, we may ge- 
nerally obſerve, that the firſt ſtep made towards 
it was, the introducing this very exciſe now pro- 
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oſed to be laid upon the people of this nation. 
hen we were involved in a heavy and expenſive 
war, when we were fighting for every thing that 
was near and dear to us, when our land-tax was 
at four ſhillings in the pound, when every thing 
we could think of was loaded with duties and cuſ- 
toms 3 it was then a ſort of neceſſity upon us to ſub- 


mit to ſuch an exciſe : but if we agree to it now, 


during a time of a profound peace, and when no 
neceſſity calls for our ſubmiſſion, will it not then 
be a precedent for every exciſe that in future times 
may or can be invented? And a few more exciſes 
would, I fear, render our liberties precarious, and 
intirely dependent upon the good-will and pleaſure 
of thoſe, who ſhall happen to be entruſted with 
the chief power of collecting the public revenue. 
The giving a man half a crown is indeed no pre- 
cedent for my giving him my whole eſtate 3 but 
if I repeat my generoſity too often, and continue 
it too long, I may happen to put it in his power 


to take the reſidue from me, whether I will or no: . 


and in ſuch caſe, I am afraid, it would be too 
late to alledge, that the one is no precedent for 
the other; for if by my ſimplicity, I reduce myſelf 
to ſuch circumſtances, I muſt ſubmit to whatever 
he may be pleaſed to call a good precedent, I 


hope no project will ever be ſet on foot for con- 


verting any of our preſent taxes or cuſtoms into 
exciſes; but if ever ſuch a project be ſet on foot, 
I ſhall then, I believe, be able to ſhew, that no 
Dutch cuſtom can in that reſpect be a good rule 
for us. The nature of their government, the ſi- 
tuation and condition of their country, and the 
nature of the commerce carried on by them, is fo 
vaſtly different from ours, that what may be ſafe 
and eaſy in one country, may be grievous to the 
people, and inconſiſtent with the liberties of the 


other; | 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1732. 
I am very far from thinking, that four or five 


© hundred officers at the diſpoſal of the crown, can 


at any time be of dangerous conſequence to the 
freedom of elections, or to the liberties of the peo- 
ple; but I cannot be perſuaded, that I think 
meanly of my country, when I declare, that I am 


jealous of ſuch a number as ſeven or eight hun- 


dred, added to the vaſt multitude of tax-gatherers 
we had before among us. When the balance of 
power comes near to its juſt equilibrium, a ſmall 
weight thrown into either ſcale overſets the ba- 
lance, and the equilibrium can never be re-eſtab- 
liſhed without a great deal of danger and trouble; 
It is certain that a multitude of officers at the beck 
of an adminiſtration, and ſpread over all the coun- 
ties, Cities, and boroughs of the kingdom, may 
have a vaſt influence at all elections; and if ever 
they ſhould happen to receive orders for that pur- 
of e, we may judge what uſe they will make of 
the influence they may have : I believe it will 
be generally agreed, that if ever we ſhould have 
an adminiſtration wicked enough to make uſe of 
ſuch an influence, it will not be converted towards 
the preſervation of the liberties of the people. 
The character of thoſe great patriots, who firſt con- 
trived this duty, was no argument tor the conti- 
nuance of it, much Jeſs 1s it an argument for the 
reviving it. They did not out of wantonneſs con- 
trive ſuch a duty; they were conſtrained by a ta- 
tal neceſſity to lay it upon the nation at that time. 
They made no bad uſe of it; but we are not from 
thence to infer, that no bad uſe will ever be made 
of it: From our own hiſtory we may be inform'd, 
that a very bad uſe has been made of ſevcral things, 
which for many years after the firſt inſtitution, 
had never been converted to any unlawful pur- 
poſes. Wherever there is any ſuch danger to be 


* feared, we ought not willingly, we ought not pre- 
6 


ſumptuouſly to expoſe ourſelves thereunto. Such 
* evils 
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evils may be eaſily avoided, but are not eaſily re- 
moved. One of the chief reaſons urged for abo- 
liſhing of this duty, was the number of officers 
employed in the collecting thereof; ſuch a num- 
ber of officers was then ſaid to be inconſiſtent with 
the libertics of a free people. This argument was 
then made uſe of, and was then admitted to be a 
good argument; how it comes now to be ſuch a 
trifling one, I cannot comprehend. But if it is 
not now admitted as a ſufficient argument againſt 
the reviving of this duty for three years ; I much 
ſuſpect, that at the end of this term of three years, 
neither this argument, nor any other argument, 
will have weight enough to prevent the continu- 
ing of it for a much longer term. 

I muſt fay, Sir, that I am aſtoniſhed to hear 
any man who has ever read the articles of Union, 
or is in the leaſt acquainted with the tranſactions 
of thoſe times, pretend that the people of Scotland 
are any way intitled to an exemption from the 
ſalt· duty, or from any part of it, when it is to be 
laid on for the current ſervice of the year, It is 
very well known, that it was laid down by the 
commiſſioners of both kingdoms, as the baſis and 
foundation of the Union, that there ſhould be an 
equality of exciſes, cuſtoms, and all other taxes, 
throughout the united kingdoms. There was at 
that time no thought of eſtabliſhing any propor- 
tion to be raiſed in Scotland, with reſpect to any 
tax or exciſe then raiſed, or thereafter to be raiſed 
in England, except only as to the land-tax. There 
was before the Union a land-tax raiſed in Scotland, 
as well as in England; but in the two kingdoms 
it was raiſed in a different manner : In Scotland it 
was laid on, and levied by way of ſo many months 
aſſeſſments: In England it was laid on, and levied 
by way of ſo many ſhillings in the pound ; and 


+ therefore it became neceſſary to conſider the pro- 
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portion between a month's aſſeſſment in Scotland, 
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and a ſhilling in the pound in England; and the 
proportion was eſtabliſhed at the rate of two 
months aſſeſſment in Scotland, for every ſhilling in 
the pound, that was thercafter to be raiſed in Eng- 
land. Thus the ſettling of a proportion as to this 
tax was neceſſary ; but as to the other taxes, more 
eſpecially as to the tax upon ſalt, there was no ſuch 
neceſſity, and therefore it was never ſo much as 
thought of. 
But, Sir, many of the taxes then levied in Eng- 
land, being mortgaged for the payment of debts 
contracted by England, before the Union; there- 
fore it was agreed, That the Scots ſhould either 
be free from the payment of ſuch taxes, or ſhould 
have an equivalent for that part of the debts of 
England, which they were to pay, by their being 
made ſubject to any taxes ſo pre- engaged. And 
this tax of 2 s, and 4 d. upon home-made ſalt, was 
one of thoſe taxes that was mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of a part of the debts of England; therefore 
the Scots were to be free therefrom, or to have an 
equivalent therefore. And the Scots commiſſioners 
at that time, moſt reaſonably judged this tax to 
be ſo grievous upon the people, that they choſe 
rather that their country ſhould be free from it, 
than to take an equivalent and be liable to it. 
Even by the commiſſioners for both kingdoms, 
this tax was then thought to be ſuch a grievous 
tax, that it was preſumed, the Parliament of Great 
Britain would certainly take it off, and ſubſtitute 
ſome more reaſonable tax in its room; in which 
caſe, Scotland was to be ſubject to ſuch tax, ſo to 
be ſubſtituted 3 but it was ſtipulated and agreed, 
that in ſuch caſe, they ſhould have an equivalent 
proportioned to this new tax, to which they were 
to become ſubject, From all which it evidently 
appears, that the only reaſon for their having been 
declared free from the payment of this 2 5. and 
4 d. upon ſalt, was becauſe it had been — 
TIE Ss 4] for 
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for the payment of a debt contracted in England 
© before the Union, and not comprehended in the ö 
account of thoſe debts which Scotland was to pay 
a part of, ſo that they received no equivalent there- 1 
* fore: But though this duty had never been abo- 
* liſhed, yet in caſe the debt for which it was mort- 5 
gaged had been paid by us, or other ways provided 
for by a new tax, and this tax of 25. and 4 4. 
upon falt continued, and converted either to the 
current ſervice of the year, or to the payment of 
a debt contracted ſince the Union; Scotland could 
not ſurely pretend to an exemption, either from j 
the new tax, or from the payment of this 2 5. and 1 
4d. upon ſalt, after its being ſo converted; the 
moſt that they could in ſuch caſe have pretended - 
to, would have been to an equivalent for the new | 
tax they had become ſubject to. 1 
* It is true, Sir, that act of the gth and roth of 
King William, by which this duty of 25. and 4 4. 
upon falt was eſtabliſhed, has that terrible word q 
for ever in the body of it. It is indeed a terrible 
word, when it is annexed to ſuch a grievous tax. 
It is a word, that I am ſorry my country has ſo 
much reaſon to be acquainted with : But thatdread- 
ful word, even by the act itſelf, is confined; it is 
confined to the payment of that debt, for which 
this tax was then appointed: and ſince that debt 
is now otherways provided for, it is with reſpect 
to this duty to be looked on as paid, and the con- 
ditional perpetuity in that act meant by the word 
for ever is now at an end. It is impoſſible there- 
fore to preſume, that if the Scots commiſſioners 
had ever meant, that their country ſhould have an 
© abſolute perpetuity, with reſpect to the exemption 
from this ſalt duty, they would have referred to 
this act, by which a conditional perpetuity was 
only eſtabliſhed. But the tranſaction was honeſt 
and fair, and the words are plain to every man, 
that has a mind to comprehend them : The Scots 
pair O 4 # con; 
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commiſſioners had a mind that their country ſhould 
be free from the payment of any part of that debt, 
for which this duty was appointed ; and therefore 
it was agreed, that while this duty remained ap- 
propriated to the payment of that debr, their coun- 
try ſhould be for ever free from it: But it was ne- 
ver ſo much as intended by either party, that their 
country ſhould be free therefrom, in caſe it ſhould, 
after the payment of this old debt of England, be 
converted to the uſe and benefit of the two united 
kingdoms in general. 

It being thus evident, Sir, that the people of 
Scotland have now no title, by the articles of the 
Union, to an exemption from the payment of this 
2 5. and 4 d. upon ſalt, the only queſtion then is, 
Whether we ought, out of compaſſion, to indulge 
them with ſuch an exemption, becauſe the poor 
people of that country are not able to pay it: 1 
really think, Sir, we ought to have ſo much com- 
paſſion for the people of that country; but then] 
hope it will be allowed me, that we ought to have 
an equal compaſſion for the poor people of Eng- 
land, Journeymen and day-labourers, who have 
no ſtock, no property, are equally poor in all 
countries; they have nothing but what they work 
for from day to day: and if it be ſaid, that the 
poor people in England are able to pay this duty, 
becauſe they have high wages, it is an unanſwera- 
ble argument againſt the tax in general. It is now 
an univerſal complaint in this country, that the 
high wages given to workmen, is the chief cauſe 
of the decay of our trade and manufactures z our 
buſineſs then is, to take all the meaſures we can 
think of, to enable our workmen to work for leſs 
wages than they do at preſent z and therefore it 


E muſt be contrary to good policy to lay on a tax, 


which it is granted would be inſupportable to the 


© Poor, if it were not for the high wages they have: 
* for the laying on of ſuch a tax muſt make the con- 


* tinuance 
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« tinuance of ſuch high wages abſolutely neceſſary, 
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come not to the uſe of the public, but to the uſe 


and the continuance of them will certainly bring 
the nation to poverty and diſtreſs. 

I muſt ſay, Sir, that the reaſoning of ſome gen- 
tlemen upon the ſubject in hand, appears to me a 
little inconſiſtent. This ſalt- duty, with reſpect to 
England, is a tax that is altogether inſenſible; with 
reſpect to Scotland, it is a tax that is altogether in- 
ſupportable: In England, the tax is raiſed upon 
ſuch a great multitude of people, and at ſo many 
different payments, that no man can feel what he 
pays : In Scotland, tho! it be raiſed upon the ſame 
multitude of people, and at the ſame different 
payments, yet it the whole were laid upon the 
people of that country, every poor man would 
not only feel what he paid, but would be utterly 
incapable to comply with the payments required: 
In England, it can raiſe no grumblings, no mur- 
murings, nor any complaint among the people : 
In Scotland, it would raiſe ſuch terrible diſcon- 
tents, as might diſturb the peace and quiet of the 
kingdom, and endanger the conſtitution, How 
inconſiſtent is this way of arguing? What an in- 
ſult is this upon the people, who quietly ſubmit to 
the loads that are laid upon them? 

* The diſtinction that has been made between the 
groſs charge and the groſs produce of this duty, 
ſeems to be ſomething new. There 1s certainly as 
much reaſon for this diſtinction, almoſt in every 
branch of the cuſtoms or exciſe, as there is for it in 
the preſent caſe z and yet I never heard it made uſe 
of by any of the officers of the revenue. But ſup- 
poſing this diſtinction to be reaſonable, yet if we 
examine the particulars of the account that has 
been given us, we ſhall find that ſeveral articles 
have been put to the groſs charge, which really 
ought to be put to the groſs produce, becauſe rhey 
are actually raiſed upon the people, though they 
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of the merchants and dealers in ſalt. I am ſurpri- 
ſed to hear it pretended, that the allowance for 
prompt payment ought not to be reckoned as a 
part of the groſs produce, or that the ſum allowed 
for that diſcount is not raiſed upon the people. 
Does any man ſuppoſe, that the wealthy dealer 
pays his ready money for the benefit of his cu- 
omers, or that the conſumer pays the leſs for his 
ſalt, becauſe the merchant from whom he pur- 
chaſes, paid the duties in ready money ? Does not 
every man know, that theſe prompt payments are 
made by the rich dealers, only for their own ac- 
count; and that notwithſtanding of their being al- 
lowed a diſcount of 10 per cent. yet they ſell as dear 
as if they had paid the full duties? The article then 
of 20, ooo J. for prompt payment, is not to be de- 
ducted, but is to be looked on as a part of the 
groſs produce. | 
The 11,0001. allowed for waſte, on ſalt carried 
coaſtwiſe, is likewiſe an advantage only to the 
dealer : It 1s no advantage to the people, for every 
farthing of that ſum is raiſed upon and paid by 
them. This allowance aroſe from a preſumption, 
that there was a waſte on ſalt carried coaſtwiſe; 
and therefore three pence per buſhel on all white 
ſalt, and three halfpence per buſhel on all rock ſalt 
carried coaſtwiſe, was allowed to the dealer in ſalt. 


But it is certain, that in ſuch caſe there can be no 


waſte, there is always rather an increaſe, becauſe 
of its being very-dry when put on board, and af- 
terwards made to ſwell and become more weighty 
by the moiſture of the air, to which it is expoſed 
in the removing of it from place to place: Since 
there can be no waſte, we muſt preſume, that the 
whole is bought and conſumed by the people; and 
we know, that they always paid for it the ſame 
price as if the full duty had been paid by the dealer. 
This allowance did not even ſo much as induce the 
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* dealer to ſell cheaper, for the conſumer always paid 


for the carriage, as well as for the duty and firſt 
coſt ; and the longer the carriage was, the conſu- 
mer always paid the higher price. This 11,000 J. 
is therefore to be conſidered as a part of the groſs 
produce. 
© The allowance for rock ſalt melted, is of the 
ſame nature. This aroſe from a ſuppoſition, that 
in the melting of rock ſalt, and refining it into 
white ſalt, there was a great waſte, and therefore 
ten pound weight in ſixty five was allowed duty 
free. But I have been informed, and the fact ap- 
pears reaſonable, that rock ſalt diffolved in freſh 
water, will produce its own weight in white ſalt, 
and when diſſolved in ſea water it will produce one 
fourth part more, If we only ſuppoſe that there 
is no waſte, we muſt preſume, that the whole is 
bought and conſumed by the people ; and we 
know, that they always paid as much for white 
ſalt made out of rock ſalt, as they did for any o- 
ther ſort of white ſalt; therefore we muſt conclude, 
that though this allowance of ten pound weight out 
of ſixty five, be a deduction from the revenue, yet 
the duty upon every grain of it, is raiſed upon the 
people; and conſequently this article, which is 
36,000 J. per annum, mult likewiſe be added to 
the groſs produce. Theſe three ſums therefore of 
20,0001. 11,0007]. and 36,000 J. being added to 
the groſs produce, as ſtated by the gentleman who 
was pleaſed to enter particularly into this account, 
will make it amount to 297,350 J. which is the 
loweſt computation we can make of the ſum that is 
to be yearly raiſed upon the people of England on- 
ly, by the revival of this tax. 
But, Sir, if we conſider the many frauds that 
have always been committed as to ſalt, pretended 
to have been exported, and as to the ſalt pretended 
to have been uſed in the curing of fiſh, we muſt 
preſume, that a great deal of more ſalt is every 
n | | * year 
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© year uſed by the people, than what pays duty to 
the public; and as the conſumer always pays the 


full price, as if the duty had been regularly paid 
upon the whole, though theſe frauds occaſion a 
deduction from the revenue, yet the duty upon the 
whole is paid by the people; and therefore we 
mult preſume, that a much larger ſum than what 
I have mention'd, muſt be yearly ra iſed upon the 
people. This preſumption is brought almoſt to 
a demonſtration, by the number of the people in 
this nation, even as computed by thoſe who have 
ſpoke in favour of this duty : According to their 
own accounts, the number of the inhabitants in 
England amounts to 8,000,000 ; if then we ſup- 
poſe that every one of them uſes, one with another, 
but a peck of ſalt in a year, we muſt reckon that 
a ſhilling, at leaſt, is raiſed upon every perſon by 
the means of this duty, becauſe the laying on of 
this duty makes the ſalt at leaſt a ſhilling a peck 
dearer than it would otherwiſe be ; and therefore 
we muſt compute, that by the reviving of this 
duty, there will be, at leaft, 8,000,000 of ſhil- 
lings, or 400,000 l. raiſed yearly upon the people 
of England only: and this ſum I really take to 
be the loweſt computation that can juſtly be made. 
Let us now conſider, Sir, what we are about: 
We are to raiſe 500,000 /. for the current ſervice 
of the year; this we certainly ought to raiſe in 
that method which will be leaſt burdenſome to the 
nation in general; and if we chuſe to raiſe this 
ſum, by reviving the ſalt- duty for three years, we 
make the people really pay 1, 200, oool. out of which 
there is but 500, oool. brought clear into the public 
revenue. If this be public ceconomy, if this be com- 
mon prudence, if this be a relief or an eaſe to the 
people of England, I leave the world to judge. I 
think that I can now aver, that when I argue againſt 
the ſalt-duty,I plead the cauſe of my country, Iplead 
the cauſe of the whole body of the people of —7 
| | | © land 
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* land : I do not indeed plead for a relief to them, 
I find there is no relief to be given; but I plead 
* againſt laying a new, a heavy, an intolerable bur- 
den upon them. We have, by our former re- 
* ſolutions, made the raiſing of 500,000 J. neceſſa- 
* ry, but do not let us charge the people with the 
payment of 1, 200, oo0 i. in order to raiſe this 
five. 

From what J have ſaid, Sir, it plainly appears 
© how much more expenſive it will be to the nation, 
* to raiſe 500,000 /. by reviving the ſalt duty, than 
«© to raiſe it by a ſhilling in the pound land tax; and 
yet it has been pretended, that there will be but a 
* ſmall difference as to the expence: This really ſur- 
© prizes me, for figures can neither be miſtaken nor 
* miſconſtrued. In order to bring this difference as 
low as poſſible, it has been pretended that the rai- 
* ſing of the ſalt duty will coſt but 22,000 J. per 
annum; but I always reckoned, that it coſt full 
© 25,0001, and J muſt ſtill reckon ſo, till I ſee it 
* contradicted by the commiſſioners accounts; for the 
* railing of, or paying the 19,0007, annually for 
* bounties, was never any additional expence to the 
* public. It has likewiſe been pretended, that the 
* raiſing of a ſhilling in the pound land tax, coſts 
* near 18,000 J. per annum, by reaſon of the office 
kept in commiſſion for that purpoſe ; but theſe 
* Gentlemen forget, that this office is kept up, and 
* coſts as much when there is but one ſhilling in the 
pound, as when there is 4 5. in the pound land tax. 
And therefore I ſtill inſiſt upon it, that the raiſing of 

* 500,000]. by 15. in the pound additional land 
© tax, will really colt the nation but 13, 5007. per ann. 
extraordinary expence, and conſequently the dif- 
* ference as to this article in England only, is at leaſt 
© 11,5001, per annum. But muſt not we add to this, 
* the 2, 600 J. extraordinary charge in the victualling 
* office, occaſioned by this duty? For this is certain- 
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© ly a charge brought upon the nation by reviving 


this duty, which we ſhonld not be liable to, if we 
ſhould raiſe what money we want by a land-tax, 
Muſt not we likewiſe add the 20,000 J. per annum 
allowed for prompt payment ? For as this is no 
benefit to the conſumer, it is a real expence to the 
people, as much as the 25,000 /. is, which is paid 
for management. Theſe three ſums added toge- 
ther, makes the real difference of the yearly ex- 
pence between the falt tax and a ſhilling in the 
pound land tax, amount yearly to 34, 100 J. This, 
I ay, Sir, 1s the yearly difference; but I hope no 
man that conſiders it, will pretend, that this, or e- 
ven three times this ſum, is the whole difference of 
the expence the nation is to be at in raiſing 
500,000 J. by a ſalt duty in three years, in place 
of raiſing 500,000 l. by a ſhilling in the pound land 
tax in one year ; for the difference will then be a 
great deal more than three times this ſum. We 
muſt then reckon the whole expence of the ſalt 
duty for three years, and from that deduct the ex- 
pence of railing I s. in the pound land tax for one 
year only: The ſalt tax will then coſt us three 
times 23, oo0 J. or 75,000 /, for management; 
three times 2, 600 J. or 7, 800 /. for extraordinary 
expence in the navy; and three times 20,000 l. or 
60,000 /, for prompt payment; which three ſums 
added together, amount to 142,800/, And from 
this we are only to deduct 13,500 J. to wit, one 
year*sexpence of raiſing a ſhilling in the pound up- 
on land, the remaining ſum will then be 129,300 /, 
This 1s the real difference of the expence which the 
nation is to pay for the raiſing of this' 500,000 /. 
in three years by a ſalt duty, in place of raiſing it 
in one year by a land tax. This is near ſix and 
twenty per cent. and if we add the additional ex- 
pence in Scotland, and the intereſt which the pub- 
lic muſt pay upon borrowing this 500,000 /. for 
the current ſervice of the year, it will, I am ſure, 
* amount 
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amount to above 3o per cent. which, I muſt ſay, 
is a pretty conſiderable premium for three years for- 
bearance of payment, even if the nation were not 
to pay a ſhilling of the money till the full end of 
the term. How conſiſtent it may be with the pub- 
lic good of this nation, to pay ſo high a premium 
© for forbearance, I ſhall not determine; but I am 
« {ure it would be inconſiſtent with the private good 
of any honeſt man in the kingdom to pay ſuch a 
premium. This, Sir, is the moſt favourable light 
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that the affair before us can, with any toletable rea- 


* ſon, be put in, even by thoſe who appear moſt ſan- 
« guine for the revival of this duty; but if we conſi- 
der it in the light I have before put it in, and ſup- 
* poſe that 400,000 J. is to be raiſed yearly upon the 
people by the means of this duty, it will then ap- 
« pear much more odious; for upon that ſuppoſition, 
* which, I am afraid, will prove too true, the na- 
tion is to pay 700,000 J. for three years forbear- 
ance of the payment of five, which is a premium 
© of very near 150 per cent, for forbearance. 

* To pretend, Sir, that this duty cannot give oc- 
caſion to any great frauds or perjuries, becauſe there 
is little or no money advanced by the ſubject, and 
© repaid by the government upon any event, is to me 
* a little odd. It is not the repayment of money 
by the government that is the cauſe of frauds and 
© perjurics 3 it is the great advantage that a private 
dealer may make, and the little risk he runs by ſuch 
* frauds and perjuries, that tempts him to the com- 
* mitting of ſuch. He does not conſider from whom, 
* but how much money he may make by ſuch a 
fraud; and therefore in all manner of taxes, where 
the tax or duty amounts to much more than the 
prime colt, there have always been, and always will 
© be great frauds; if the dealer can by any fraud a- 
void paying the duty, he makes his advantage by 
© ſelling at a high price. Conſidering then that this 
duty to be laid upon ſalt is not leſs than ten * 
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© the price it may be bought for at the pits, what a 
fruitful fund do we eſtabliſh for frauds and perju- 
© ries? It may not perhaps be eaſy to ſmuggle ſalt 
away from the pits without paying the duty; but 
how eaſy will it be for the dealer, after he has gi- 
© ven bond to pay the duty, and taken the ſalt away 
from the pits, to put it aboard of a ſhip, and re- 
© Jand it again at ſome bye creek or corner, or by 
© ſome other way to get a certificate of its having 
been exported ; by this fraud he gets up the bond 
© which he gave for the duty, and though he gets 
no money back from the government, yet when he 
© ſells to the conſumer ſalt tor four or five ſhillings a 
< buſhel, which coſt him bur a groat a buſhel, does 
© he not make a delicious, a tempting proit? And 
the more tempting it muſt be, becaute of the little 
© riſk he runs; for he riſks only the loſs of a groat, 
for the venture of making four ſhillings clear profit. 
© If he can but cheat the public, he drives the trade, 
© I may ſay, of an apothecary, and makes a ſhilling 
of every penny he lays out. Again, as to the ſalt 
delivered duty-free for the fiſhery, there is ſtill a 
greater temptation, ſince it depends intirely upon 
the honeſty of the curers themſelves; none but 
themſelves can tell what quantities they have made 
© uſe of; if they can but fell their ſalt privately to 
dealers or conſumers, they may get free of the duty 
by ſwearing that the whole was employed in curing 
© of fiſh; and conſidering what little regard is had to 
what is now by way of proverb called a cuſtom- 
< houſe oath, I am afraid this fort of perjury will be 
by much too frequent: Nor is the loſs ſuſtained by 
the revenue, the only diſadvantage z thele baits and 
* temptations that are thrown in the people's way for 
t perjuring themſelves, may really at laſt deſtroy all 
* ſort of morality and common honeſty among them, 
© and may ſo much diminiſh that regard which every 
* man ought to have for an oath, that no man's life 
| * or 
3 


, WE wt % ⁰ A © -⁵ln HE oo @ BY Wo 


MmSOSAa SHS. co 32a 4.0 
—_—  .. * 


* 


+ & =. -, Si ͤ—d̃ Ee, EE 


QA fe @ & 


A. 1732. DEBATES 
© or property can be ſecure, againſt the plots and per- 
* juries of his neighbours, | 5 5 

As to our manufacturers and poor labourers, this 
* tax certainly will be a charge upon every one of 
them in general. It will be a ſhilling at leaſt to 
* every ſingle man or woman that is fit for labour; 
and if we ſuppoſe a poor man to have a wife and 
three ſmall children, we can hardly ſuppoſe him 
to make uſe of leſs than a buſhel of ſalt a year for 
his family; to ſuch a man this tax will amount to 
at leaſt 4 5. 64. per annum. Such a thing as a ſhil- 
ling, or a crown may be looked upon as a trifle by 
* a gentleman of a large eſtate and eaſy circumſtan- 
ces, but a poor man feels ſometimes ſeverely the 
want of a ſhilling; many a poor man has for want 
of a ſhilling been obliged to pawn the only whole 
coat he had to his back, and has never been able to 
* redeem it again, Even a farthing to a poor man 
is a conſiderable ſum ; what ſhifts do the frugal a- 
* mong them make, to ſave even a farthing ? Let us 
but imagine our ſelves in the condition of a poor 
© labourer, with a wife and three children, almoſt 
the whole of the wife's time taken up in looki 
© after the children, and the huſband working for a 
* ſhilling a day; and we ſhall eaſily ſee how hard it 
is to make ſuch a poor man pay a tax of four or 
five ſhillings a year, the ſalt 1 muſt make uſe of 
for the ſcanty ſupport of himſelf and family. -_ 

This tax muſt therefore be a charge upon all 
our manufactures in general, I ſhall ſuppoſe it as 
* ſmall as any gentleman pleaſes, yet it muſt be 
© ſome ; for if it be a charge upon the manufacturers, 


they mult lay it upon the manufactures they deal 


in; and if we conſider how narrowly the merchant, 


* eſpecially the foreign merchant, . goes to work 
in the bargains he makes, we muſt ſee what a diſ- 
advantage this tax may be to our export of manu- 
* factures. If any of our neighbours can ſell but 
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one tenth part of a farthing in a yard cheaper than 
we can do, they wilbat laſt turn us entirely out of 
the buſineſs. This holds as to all our manufac- 
tures in general; but as to ſome particular ma- 
nufactures, ſuch as glaſs, leather, earthen ware, 
Sc. it is ſtill more grievous, becauſe falt is one of 
the materials made uſe of in their very compoſi- 
tion: and therefore I am hopeful, if this duty be 
revived, there will be an exception as to them. 

« I find it is granted by all, that the making uſe 
of ſalt is an improvement to land; but it is ſaid, 
that this tax cannot injure ſuch improvements, be- 
cauſe every man may have as much foul ſalt duty- 
free at the pits, as he pleaſes, provided he has an 
officer a long with him. But does not every man 
fee, that this can only be of advantage to thoſe, 
whoſe lands lie near the ſalt-pits? Even as to them, 
this duty will be an additional charge, for they 
cannot get an officer to attend for nothing; we al! 
know that when a man is once got into an office, 
he has many ways of ſqueezing a perquiſite from 
thoſe who are obliged to apply to him, and to hin 
only. And as toall lands that lie at a diſtance from 
coa]-pits, it muſt be allowed, that the reviving of 
this tax will be a full bar to any. future improve- 
ments of them by ſalt, which is an improvement 
that has been ſucceſsfully made uſe of through all 
ow of England, ever ſince, the duty was taken 


off, | 

It has, I think, in this debate been admitteel by 
-© all, that the duty upon the ſalt made uſe of in cu- 
ting the falt proviſions neceſſary for a ſhip of 150 
tons for a ſix month*s voyage, will amount to forty 
ſhillings ; and yet it has been aſſerted by ſome, 
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upon the navigation of Great Britain. Thoſe who 
freñſon in this manner, do not ſurely conſider the 
© frugality- 1 that muſt be obſerved 

ure there is not a merchant in Eu- 
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rope, that has occaſion to freight a ſhip, but will 
think 40 ſhillings a very great difference in the 
freight between two ſhips of 159 tons each, if they 
be of equal goodneſs in every other reſpect; and 
he will always employ that ſhip which he can have 
40 ſhillings cheaper than the other. This muſt 
put a full ſtop to the employing of any Engliſh 
ſhip; or to the victualling of any ſhip in England, 
where another ſhip can be made uſe of, or when 
a ſhip can be victualled in any other part of the 
world; and therefore it muſt be not only a burden 
upon our navigation, but we mult conſider that it 
would ſoon be the entire deſtruction of our na- 
vigation, and conſequently of our navy, if it were 
not for the navigation act, and ſome natural advan- 
tages which we have over the reſt of the world. 
I do not know how ſome gentlemen may get, or 
how they may ſpend their eſtates z but in an affair 
which chiefly regards . the trade, and the tradeſ- 
men of this nation; I am ſurpriſed to hear ſhillings 
and crowns, nay even pounds ſterling talked of in 
ſo light and trivial a manner : The poor trader or 
tradeſman may be properly ſaid to earn his living 
by the ſweat of his brow z if he does not conſider 
every farthing that he is to lay out, he will ſoon 
come not to have a farthing to pay for a bit of 
bread : To ſuch a man, even the half farthing 
which is now ſo contemptuouſly talked of, would 
be of mighty conſequence. 

* I come now, Sir, to conſider this tax with re- 
ſpect to that honeſt, induſtrious and frugal ſet of 
people, the farmers of England. I hope there are 
$ — few of them as. yet obliged ta live in the man- 
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ner as. has been repreſented. I hope no farmer in 
England is as yet obliged to make his family dine 


upon bread and checſe, or upon boil'd cabbage, 


vichout @ bit of pickled pork; ſalt beef, or bacon, 

to give them a ſavour. I do not know indeed what 

- © they may be brought 2 if we begin to multiply 
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© exciſes upon them; but I muſt now conſider them 
in their preſent way of living: In that way I muſt 
look upon them and their ſervants, as making uſe 


* of. ſome ſalt proviſions almoſt” every day in the 


week, for the whole year round : In ſuch a view, 
I am ſure, a'family of ſixteen working perſons 
will conſume in falt a great deal more than a ſhil- 
ling's worth a you according as it muſt ſel] after 
this duty is laid on. I believe they will conſume 
above two ſhillings worth apiece; it has been com- 
puted by men who underſtood thoroughly the œco- 
nomy of their family, that a family of ten perſons 
would, for all uſes, generally coſt the maſter at 
leaſt ſix- pence a week for ſalt, according to the 
price it ſold at formerly, when this duty was ſub- 
ſiſting. At this rate there is ſcarcely a farmer in 


year towards this tax; and if he pays a rack rent, 
I do not know where he is to get this twenty ſhil- 
lings, unleſs he runs in arrear to his landlord, in 
order to anſwer what he muſt pay to the tax-ga- 
therer. In ſuch a caſe, I believe, our landed gen- 
tlemen will not get much by the relief that is now 
pretended to be given them. But beſides this ad- 
ditional family-expence upon the farmers, we know 
that they make uſe of a great deal of ſalt for ſeveral 
uſes in huſbandry : The advantages made thereby, 
they muſt now give up, or otherways they mult 
pay dear for the preſerving of them. | 

«© hope, Sir, I am as ſenſibly touched as any 
man with the difficulties that many of the landed 
gentlemen in England labour under. I ſhall always 
be as ready as any man to approve of any meaſure 
for giving them a real relief; but I ſhall never 
pretend to amuſe them, or to 1 upon their 
good ſenſe, by calling that a relief, which is only 


taking a burden off of one of their ſhoulders, and 
putting it upon the other; and that this is the only 
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relief now propoſed for them, I can I think de- 

| © monſtrate as clearly as ever any thing was de- 
* monſtrated by numbers. I believe no man will pre- 
tend that any gentleman of a free eſtate of 300 J. 
* a year in land or upwards, is in the preſent caſe 
an object of compaſſion, or that the relieving of 4 
* luch men from the payment of a ſhilling in the | 
pound land tax, can have any weight in the pre- 
* ſent debate; and as for thoſe gentlemen who have 
* large eſtates in land, but heavily charged with 
* mortgages, if they will, for the ſake of grandeur, 
* and the name of having a great eſtate, continue to 
pay the land tax, and the intereſt upon the mortga - 
ges, it is certainly their own fault, and therefore 
* they do not deſerve the conſideration of this houſe. 
* The landed gentlemen then, whoſe eſtates are 
under 5007. a year, are the only perſons whoſe 
condition and circumſtances can in the preſent caſe 
be of any conſequence; and as to ſuch, let us 

5 examine whether, what is now propoſed, will 
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prove to be any relief to them, It is well known 

that there are many landed gentlemen. in Eng- 

land, whoſe eſtates are valued ſo low, that they do 

not pay above a groat of the ſhilling in the pound 

land tax; it is certain that there are few or no 

landed gentlemen who pay the whole ſhilling 3 

there is not, I believe, one eſtate in England that 

is rated at the full value with reſpect to the pay- 

ment of the land tax: it may therefore be rea- 

ſonable to ſuppoſe, that all the land eſtates in Eng- X 

land are, one with another, rated for the land tax £ 

at one half of the real value. It has been admit - 3 

ted, that a farmer of 100 J. a year, has generally „ 

ir ſixteen perſons in family; I think we may then * 

y * reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the landed gentlemen in 

id England, of 4001. a year, keep, one with another, 

ly 1 20 perſons in family; and upon theſe ſuppoſitiona 

ef let us ſee what relief the gentleman of 4007. a 
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year is to receive, from the fine ſcheme now be- 
© fore us. Such a man's eſtate is ſuppoſed to be va- 
© lued at 200 l. a year, as to the Jand-tax ; conſe- 
s quently at 1 5. in the 1 J. he faves only 10 J. in the 
© whole, by the taking off of this'1 5s, Now let us 
* confider what he muſt pay towards the duty upon 
© the falt conſumed in his family; a common far- 
mer, with ten perſons in his family, is ſuppoſed to 
© pay 6 d. a week for the ſalt conſumed in his fami- 
© ly; and therefore a common farmer, with 20 per- 
«* ſons in his family, muſt be ſuppoſed to pay x 5s. a 
« week, one with another, for the ſalt conſumed in 
* his family; and if we conſider the great waſte that 
© is made of that commodity about a gentleman's 
* family, and the many viſiters and their ſervants, 
© and the poor neceſſitous neighbours that will al- 
© ways be — ing in or about a gentleman's family, 
© who has an eſtate of 400 J. a year, we cannot allow 
© leſs than eighteen penny worth of ſalt conſumed 
© weekly about ſuch a gentleman's family; we myſt 
© therefore ſuppoſe, that every gentleman of ſuch an 
* eſtate, pays yearly for the falt conſumed in his fa- 
* mily 3 /.18s, And fince, by the laying on of this 
duty, we raiſe ſalt to above ten times the price it 
formerly ſold at, therefore we muſt conclude, that 
© nine tenths of 3 J. 18 5. that is, about 3 J. 10 5. is 
« yearly drawn from every gentleman of 400 J. a 
year by means of this duty _ falt ; and as he 
* 15 to pay this ſum yearly for three years, in place 
© of the 10 J. land- tax, which he is, by this means, 
© to be made free of, is it not plain and evident, 
that he pays ten guineas in three years, for the ſake 
© of getting free of the payment of 10 J. in one 
© year? The utmoſt then chat can be pretended, is, 
© that he faves by this fine ſcheme about half a year's 
+ mtereft upon 10 J. ls this the relief ſo mightily 
© bragged of? Will any gentleman of common ſenſe 
© clidſe to have his farmers, hit cortagers, his labour- 
3 er, and the manufacturers that conſume the — 
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+ duce of his lands, heavily taxed, in order to ſave 
+ four or five ſhillings intereſt upon the to l. that 
he was to have paid to the land-tax?  - 
This is the caſe, Sir, as to landed gentlemen bf 
4001. a year; but as to all the landed gentlemen 
of ſmaller fortunes, they will be loſers by this 
meaſure that is propoſed for their relief. Their 
families cannot be a great deal leſs numerous than 
the others; their ſervants will be as waſteſul, and 
they muſt entertain their viſitors as well as the o- 
ther; therefore we cannot ſuppoſe, that any gen- 
tleman's family in the country will coſt him leſs 
than 1 J. a week for ſalt; at this rate he muſt 
yearly towards the duty now to be laid on, very 
near 2 J. 7 s. that amounts in three years to 7 /. 
ſo that a gentleman of 200 J. a year, will be 2 /. our 
of pocket, and a gentleman of 100 J. a year will 
be 47. 10.5. out of pocket, by reviving the ſalt- 
duty for three years, in place of laying on 1 5. in 
the pound land- tax for one year; and whether 
thoſe gentlemen that have great families to main- 
tain, many children to provide fot, and but one, 
two or three hundred a year land tent, to anſwer 
all their occaſions, are not the greateſt objects of 
compaſſion, nay, are not the only objects of com- 
paſſion among the landed gentlemen in England, 
] leave to the world to judge. Every gentleman 
© that ever kept an account of the expences of his 
family, muſt be a judge whether the ſuppoſitions I 
© have made are uſt : If they are juſt, I am ſure the 
figures cannot be controverted ; and therefore I 
© hope 1 ſhall hear no more of the great relief that is 
to be given to the landed gentlemen of England. 
* Having thus ſhewed'to what ſort of people this 
« falt-duty will be a diſadvantage, I think it would 
not be Juſt in me, not to take tome notice of thoſe 
to whom it wifl be an immediate advantage. As 
to all the gentlemen in Enylani of very large land 
+ eftates, it will be an immediate advatitage ; it will 
. 5 * indeed 
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© indeed fave atrifle to them. With reſpect to them, 
© I hope I may be allowed to mak uſe of the word 
© Trifle; a ſum of money may be called a trifle 
F when applied to the rich, but to the poor, no ſum 
* of money can be properly ſaid to be a trifle. But 
this immediate advantage accruing to the rich 


landed men, will be ſoon overbalanced, by the 


+. ruin that it will bring upon their country, and up- 
on their own particular eſtates; and I am glad to 
find, that moſt of the rich landed gentlen:en in 
England are upon the ſame ſide of the queſtion with 
me. It ſhews a generous contempt of private 
advantage, when oppoſed to the public good; 
but thoſe who will reap the greateſt advantage from 
the meaſure now propoſed, are thoſe who are in 
good. poſts or places, and have handſome ſalaries 
coming in, It is very true, that their ſalarics are 
rated at the full value to the land tax: The taking 
* off 15. in the pound land tax, is really putting 5 
s per cent. into their pockets, which cannot be drawn 
t aut again by the ſalt duty, becauſe they either keep 
* no families, or they keep their families in town, 
* where moſt of their ſervants are at board wages, 
“Jo ſuch gentlemen the meaſure now propoſed will 
certainly be advantageous, and to ſuch only that 
© compaſſion, which we have heard fo much of, is 
properly ta be applied. But one would not think 
that a man, who has 100 J. a year from the pub- 
5 lic, ſhould grudge to pay 5 J. a year out of it ta 
* the public expence ; or that the ſaving 5 J. a year 
in ſuch a man's pocket, ſhould be of ſuch a 
© mighty concern to every man, who has the 
good of his country at heart. I am perſuaded 
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1 that every gentleman, who has the good fortune 
to be in any ſuch place or employment, will 


© ſhew as generous a contempt. of ſelf-intereſt, and 
eas hanqurable a regard for the public good, as is, 
+ pp can be ſhewn by the gentlemen of great land 
, eſtates, who, with them, are the only perions - 
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the nation that can reapany benefit from the mea- 
+ ſure now propoled. | 
Since then it appears plain, that what is now 
« propoſed can be no manner of relief, but will cer- 
5 tainly be an additional charge upon the landed 
* gentlemen of ſmall eſtates; and ſince they are the 
only landed-gentlemen in England who ſtand in 
* need of, and deſerve the compaſſion of this houſe, 
* I think all the arguments that can be drawn from 
* pity and compaſſion, come full againſt our agree- 
ing to the revival of thisduty upon ſalt; and there- 
fore I may now, in my turn, plead with all thoſe 
* who hear me, to have pity and compaſſion u 
on the poor landed gentlemen in England. How 
hard will it be to make a poor landed gentleman 
of a hundred a year, pay 7 J. in place of fifty ſhil- 
lings? Why ſhould the poor landed gentlemen be 
* ſo much over-charged, for the ſake of a ſmall eaſe 
to thoſe who have plentiful eſtates in land, or con- 
* fiderable ſalaries coming in from a poſt or place, 
that gives them little or no trouble ? This is really, 
* if I may be allowed to make ule of the words, 
Giving to the rich, and ſending tbe poor empty away. 
* But in the preſent caſe, our compaſſion pleads not 
only for the poor landed gentlemen, but for all 
the poor of the nation. Let us but confider how 
many poor families are maintained upon $4. or 15. 
a day, which the father earns by hard labour and 
* toil: A buſhel of ſalt is the leaſt that can be con- 
* ſumed in a year by a poor man, his wife and three 
or four ſmall children: How cruel is it to take four 
or 55. a year away from the ſupport of ſuch a poor 
family, more eſpecially when one half of that mo- 
ney, at leaſt, is to be made a compliment of to 
+ wealthy or fraudulent dealers, or to idle and pro- 
« fligate tax-gatherers ? I hope every man that hears 
me, will allow his pity and compaſſion to exert 
F itſelf to its utmoſt height. I hope every man will 
+ confider. upon which fide of the preſent queſtion 
x ; , 0 are 
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are the cries of the poor and the wretched, and 
the bleſſings of thoſe that are yer unborn. The 
happineſs or miſery of poſterity, the flouriſhing or 
decay of our trade and commerce, the preſervation 
or loſs of our liberties, in my opinion, depend, in 
a great meaſure, upon the queſtion now before us; 
and therefore I am perſuaded, that every gentle- 
man will conſider it thoroughly, before he deter- 
mines what he is to do. 


K A 1 2 Ha 


Theſe were the principal ſpeeches that were made 
relating to this tax in general ; but as there were le- 
veral objections made, as to the order and method 
of proceeding in this affair, we ſhall give our rea- 
ders the ſubſtance of the moſt remarkable ſpeeches 
that were made upon that occaſion. | 

Upon the 2d of March this bill was, in purſuance 
of the order of the day, to be read a ſecond time; 
but before the reading thereof, : 


Mr. Pulteney ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following 
effect: Sir, By the antient orders and methods of 
« proceeding in this houſe, nothing relating to the 
< raiſing of money, or taxing the —.— can pro- 
r. be brought before us, till it has gone regular - 

y through the committee of ways and means. In 
the committee of ſupply, we examine every article 
relating to the public ſervice; we fettle the ſeve- 
ral articles; we examine what ſums will be neceſ- 
ſary for each article; and we reſolve upon grant- 
ing ſuch ſums as we then determine to be neceſſa- 
ry. In ͤ the committee of ways and means, we take 
into our conſideration thoſe methods which are pro- 


* 


poſed, for raiſing the ſums reſolved on in the 


© committee of ſupply; and after we have fixed up- 
on thoſe methods which are judged moſt proper, 


ve order a bill or bills to be brought in, in pur ſu- 
© ance of the reſolutions then made: This has been 
the conſtant and uninterrupted method of pro- 
* r 
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« ceeding in all ſuch matters; and therefore it is 
certain, that no bill relating to the taxing of the 
people, can be regularly brought into this houſe, 
till it has been once conſider'd of, and reſolved 
upon in the committee of ways and means. When 
this affair about the ſalt-duty was brought before 
us, in the committee of ways and means, the only 
thing that was: then thought of, was, the laying 
the ſame duties upon ſalt, as had been laid on by 
the act of the 5th and 6th of Villiam and Mary, 
and of the gth and 10th of Villiam III. and 
thereupon we came to a reſolution for reviving 
thoſe duties: This was the reſolution, as to the 
duty upon ſalt, we then came to; and in purſu- 
ance of this reſolution, a bill was ordered to be 
brought in; but by this bill, brought in (as pre- 
tended) in purſuance of that reſolution, I find that 
a great many laws are thereby to be revived, 
which were never ſo much as thought of, or once 
mentioned in the committee of ways and means. 
* Beſides, Sir, I find that, by this bill, there is a 
new tax to be laid upon the people of Great Bri- 
* tain; a tax | find is, by this bill, to be laid upon 
+ white herrings; and I am fure there was no ſuch 
+ tax ever mentioned in the committee of ways and 
means, nor did we come to any reſolution for lay- 
ing any ſuch tax upon the people of Great Britain. 
There is not ſo much as one word of herrings, or 
of any other fiſh, in the reſolution we then came 
to. Since then the bill now before us is no = 
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warranted by that reſolution, the paſſing thereof, 
as it how ſtands, would be a breaking through the 
moſt ſolemn orders of this houſe, in matters of the 
confequence, to wit, that of raiſing mo- 

* hey, and taxing the people of Great Britain; I 
therefore think, Sir, that the bill brought in ought 
to be withdrawn, and this whole affair brought a- 
gain to he conſidered in the committee of ways and 
means. As we are now more appriſed of the mat- 
nas | * ter 
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© ter before us, than we were at firſt, we may, upon 

ſecond conſiderations, come to ſuch reſolutions as 
may authoriſe the bringing in, and paſſing of ſuch 
a bill as is now before us, without tranſgreſſing the 
ancient orders and conſtant rules of proceeding in 


c 
C 
c 
4 
matters of fo great conſequence.” 


* Mr S$S———p ſpoke to this effect: Sir, The ob- 


jection that has been made, as to order, cannot 
properly come in to be debated, till the bill has 
been read, for till then we cannot pretend to be 
certain of the contents; if the honourable gentle- 
man thinks proper, he may then inſiſt upon his ob- 
jection; but, in my opinion, there is not the leaſt 
foundation for ſuch an objection: for when the 
bill is read, I believe it will appear, that there is 
no lav mentioned therein to be revived, but what 
is generally referred to in the reſolution of the 
committee of ways and means; and it has always 
been the practice of this houſe, to revive laws by 
a general reference : There are, every year, ſome 
expired or expiring laws revived or continued, by a 
general reference to them, without particularly, 
and at length reciting every one of them.” 


Sir John Ruſbout. Sir, As I was from the be- 
ginning, ſol am ſtill, againſt this extraordinary 
- method of raiſing money, by laying a duty upon 
ſalt; but ſince ſuch a method was to be choſen, 
the regular way wauld certainly have been to have 
come to this downright and plain reſolution; That 
a duty of ſo much per buſhel ſhould be laid upon 
all home-made ſalt, for a term of three years. I 
no find ſuch a regular and plain reſolution was 
not to be made, becauſe, in ſuch a cate, there could 
not have been the leaſt pretence for not making 
the duty general all over the united kingdoms; 
and therefore, to ſave a part of the nation from the 
payment of the greateſt part of this duty, this 
451 * extra- 
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© extraordinary method has been taken, which is as 
« inconſiſtent with the ancient method of proceeding 
in Parliament, as the duty itſelf is inconſiſtent with 
the freedom or the happineſs of the people: But 
ve ſee the conſequence; by taking this new and 
extraordinary method, a blunder was committed 
in the very firſt formation of the reſolution which we 
were to come to: Whether that was really a blun- 
der, or a deſign to ſave ſome people from paying 
any thing towards this tax, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine; but I would have ſome people to con- 
ſider, that it 1s very probable this rax may be con- 
tinued after the expiration of this term of three 
years; and if it be, it is not very probable that 
the indulgence now to be granted, will then be 
continued. This blunder or defign (be it which it 
will) in the forming of the reſolution which we 
were to come to in the committee of ways and 
means, was, however accidentally, then taken no- 
tice of, and was accordingly corrected in the beſt 
manner poſſible ; but I wiſh, Sir, that the gen- 
tlemen who were then, and ſeem ſtill to be ſo fond 
of this extraordinary method of taxing their fel- 
low- ſubjects, had then likewiſe taken notice of all 
the other blunders that were then committed, ra- 
ther than that the ancient method of proceedin 
in this houſe ſhould be altered, or that this houſe 
* thould, by ſuch blunders, be brought in to do any 


6 thing that is irregular, in an affair of ſo great 
* conlequence,? | 
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Mr. Plumer. * Mr. Speaker, Sir, When this Mr. Ms 

affair was under our conſideration, in the commit- _ 

© tee of ways and means, there was not certainly any 

duty or tax mentioned, but thoſe that were laid on 

© by the acts of the 5th and 6th, and of the gth and 

' © 10th years of the reign of King William: There 

\ | *©* was no other duty ſo much as mentioned, at that 
time, by any gentleman in the committee; bur ic 
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appears by the bill now before us, that there are 
acts of Parliament to be revived, by which a quite 


different duty was laid upon the ſuhjects of this 


© nation : Theſe acts being repealed, they are now 


in the ſame caſe as if no ſuch acts had ever been 


made; and therefore the reviving of them is the 
very ſame thing, as to make a new law for the 


taxing of the people of this nation; and conſe. 


© quently it muſt be granted, that the-reviving of 


them, without having conſidered them in the com- 
mittee of ways and-means, and come to a proper 
reſolution for that purpoſe, is contrary to the con- 


own. The taxing of the people, is an affair of the 
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c 
to, without the moſt mature deliberation ; and for 
© that reaſon, our forefathers eſtabliſhed it as a ma- 
< xim, never to impoſe any tax, without firſt having 
« 
ways and means; ſo that as long as we obſerve 
4 
impoſed, without coming ſeveral times under the 
6 

= 


dangerous precedent; we Know how eaſily bad 


| ©. precedents are improved upon, and by ſuch im- 


« provements our conſtitution may be quite over- 


turned: The moſt heavy taxes may come to be the 
produce of a day, nay, the produce of a few hours. 

But, Sir, this is not all; by this extraordinary 
* bill; and this extraordinary method of proceeding, 


there is another dangerbus precedent introduced, 
©. another breach of the orders of this houſe com- 


+ mitted. \ In all bills by- which the people- of this 
realm are ſubjected to any penalties er Peine 
it ais the antient and the knon practice of this 
houſe, 


ſtant practice of this houſe, in all matters relating 
to the raiſing of money, or impoſing taxes upon 
thoſe who ſent us hither for the preſervation of Þ 
their liberties and . as well as of our 


higheſt conſequenee; no tax ought to be agreed 


it under our conſideration in the committee of | 
the antient orders of this houſe, no tax can ever be] 


conſideration of the houſe z hut if we depart but Þ 
one ſtep from this antient cuſtom, it will be a moſt 
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« feitures in the firſt draught of the bill, which 
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houſe, to leave blanks for ſuch penalties and for- 


blanks are never filled up till the affair comes be- 
fore the houſe in a grand committee upon the bill: 


© It muſt be twice read and conſidered before ſuch 


blanks are filled up, and a conſiderable time muſt 
intervene between the firſt reading of the bill and 
the filling up of ſuch blanks ; in which time every 
member has an opportunity to conſider the affair, 
to conſult with others, and to determine whether 
it be conſiſtent with the liberties of the people, to 
ſubje& them to any penalties or forfeitures in ſuch 
caſcs, and to what penalties or forfeitures it may 


be proper to make them liable. This is a wiſe and a 


neceſſary precaution, and ought not to be departed 
from, upon any account whatſoever. But in the 
caſe now before us, we are to revive ſeveral laws, 
which is the ſame thing as to make new laws, 
by which the people are ſubjected to many and 
grie vous penalties and forfeitures, without giving 
ourſelves any opportunity to conſider of ſuch pe- 
nalties and forfeitures when this bill comes before 
us in a committee; becauſe the penalties and for- 
feitures are already filled up in the laws referred 
to, and to be revived by this bill, as it now ſtands. 
The circumſtances of things and of countries al- 
ter every day; thoſe penalties and forfeitures to 
which the people were ſubject by thoſe laws while 
ſubſiſting, may now be extravagant, may now be 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the freedom of the 
people, though they were not ſo when thoſe laws 
were firſt made; and therefore there having been 
once ſuch penalties. and forfeitures eſtabliſhed, 
cannot afford us. the leaſt pretence. for departing 
from am antient cuſtom, which has been ſo long 
abſurved, and has always been deemed abſolutely 
neceſſary for the preſer vation of the: liberties and 


rurileges of this nation. Eor:whicht reaſon, Sir, 
Lal be for the withdrawing of this bill, and re- 
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ſuming the pay + pay I this affair in the com- 
©* mittee of ways and meahs.” h 


Sir Robert Walpole. * Sir, I have been long ac- 
cuſtomed to be affronted and inſulted both within 
doors and without; but while my intentions are 
good, while my only aim is to ſerve my country 
© to the beſt of my knowledge, and to the utmoſt 
of my power, I ſhall always diſregard the reflec- 
© tions that are thrown out by thoſe, whoſe ſenti- 
ments or views may be different from mine. Gen- 
* tclemen may talk which way they pleaſe about 
© blunders, but there was no blunder, nor any bad 
« deſign in the firſt or ſecond draught of the reſo- 
* lution paſſed in the committee of ways and means, 
© nor in the drawing up of the bill which has been 
brought in, in purſuance of that reſolution, Even 
© by the firſt draught of that reſolution, there was 
© no part of the nation, but what was ſubjected to 
the duties propoſed to be laid upon falt: There 
< were ſome doubts then ſtarted, which were, in my 
opinion, without any foundation: However, to 
© ſatisfy thoſe gentlemen who had raifed ſuch doubts, 
« ſome words were immediately added, which, ac- 
© cording to their own confeſſion, put the matter 
out of ditpute: And even the caſe which is now 


© pretended to be a blunder, was under conſideration, | 


and the words of the reſolution were concerted ſo 
© as to prevent this, or any reaſonable exceptions 
being taken to the bill, when it ſhould be brought 
* in. The words of the reſolution we came to in 
the committee of ways and means were, That the 
© ſeveral duties on home: made falt, granted to the 
late King William and Queen Mary, by an act of 
© the gth and 6th years of their reign, for a term of 
« years,” and afterwards made perpetual; and alſo 
© the additional duties on ſalt, granted, by an act of 


the gth and 10th years of the ſaid King William, 


« which 


. 
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* which by an act of the 3d year of his preſeat 
* Majeſty's reign ceaſed and determined—and fo 
* on. I really ſhould be glad to know what words 
* are wanting in this reſolution 3 for my own part, 
I cannot imagine any one word to be wanting, un- 
« leſs it be the word and, before the word which ; 
© but the leaving out even of this word and, was 
no blunder z even that word was then under our 
* conſideration, and it was judged, that it was bet- 
ter to leave it out. 

* I am ſure, Sir, that there is no man but muſt 
upon the reading over of that reſolution conclude, 
* that it refers to all and every one of the acts any 
way relating to the ſalt duty, which were repealed 
by the ſaid act of the 3d year of his preſent Ma- 
« jeſty's reign. The two acts of King William and 
Queen Mary's, and of K. William's reign, which 
* are there particularly mentioned, were the only 
two acts of all thoſe that are to be revived, by 
which any tax or duty was laid upon the ſubject. 
© It had indeed been diſcovered, that by means of 
the drawbacks which were allowed upon the ex- 
: ——— of herrings, a great many frauds had 
bren committed, and the public had been cheated 
* out of very large ſums of money; and therefore, 
* it was eren found neceſſary to take off thoſe 
duties, which by thoſe laws in King Willian's time 
« were paid upon all ſalt uſed in the curing of white 
* herrings 3 and the ſame were accordingly taken 
* off, by an act of the 8th of the late King, and a 
$ 1 duty was thereby laid upon white 
* herrings cured with ſalt for home conſumption: 
But is it not plain that this was no new duty, it 
was no new tax laid upon the people? It was only 
© a new method of raifing the duty upon ſuch ſalt 
© as ſhould be thereafter made uſe of in falting of 
* herrings, and therefore it was applied to the ſame 
f . to which the duties upon ſalt had been 
* before applied; it was not looked on as a new 
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fund, nor was it applied to any new purpoſes ; 
nay, it was ſo much looked on as a duty {till re- 
maining upon ſalt, that when the act was made 
for aboliſhing the duties upon ſalt, this duty upon 


© herrings was not ſo much as mentioned in the act; 
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and yet by that act, this duty ceaſed and was abo- 
liſhed as well as all the other duties upon ſalt. It 
is therefore plain we do not tranſgreſs the orders of 
this houſe, or the ancient method of proceeding 
with reſpect to taxes; there is no tax by this bill 
to be laid upon the people, but what was under 
our conſideration in the committee of ſupply, and 
particularly referred to in the reſolution then 
made, ; 

As to the other acts which are to be revived by 
the bill now before us, they were all made for the 
more regular raiſing of that duty, which had been 
laid on by the faid two acts of the 5th and 6th of 
William and Mary, and the gth and 1oth of Wil. 
liam, and for preventing the frauds which might 
be committed with relation thereunto. When we 
were in the committee of ways and means, and 
had the reviving of thoſe duties under our conſi- 
deration, could any man then imagine that we 
were to revive thoſe duties, and yet not revive all 
thoſe laws which had been made for the regular 
and fair raiſing of them? No man could form 
to himſelf ſuch an abſurd, imagination. Theſe 
laws were all repealed by the act of the third of 
his preſent Majeſty; and as that act is particularly 
mentioned in the reſolution we came to, therefore 
we muſt grant that every one of the laws mention- 
ed in this bill to be revived, are generally referred 
to in that reſolution. The very nature of the 


thing itſelf, as well as this general reference, 


brought every one of thoſe laws neceſſarily under 
our conſideration ; and it.is certain, that if any of 
us had had any objection to the reviving of any of 
thoſe laws, ſuch objection would then _ —1 
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« ſtarted, and would have been fully conſidered; 
but no reaſonable objection could then, or can now 
be made to the reviving of any of them, or of a- 


© ny part of any of them. Surely no man will ſay, - 


© that it was neceſſary to mention particularly eve- 


ry one of thoſe laws in the reſolution we then 


came to; it was certainly enough to refer to them 
in general, as repealed by the act of the third year 
of his preſent Majeſty ; ſuch references are fre- 
quent in the reſolutions of this houſe ; it is what 
js done every year with regard to the malt-tax ; 
and yer the malt-tax act of the preceding year is as 
much a dead law, before the new one takes place, 


aas any law whatever, Every act that ever was 


* paſſed. in this houſe for raiſing the malt-tax, is, 


in every clauſe thereof, as much a new law as any 


act that is by this bill to be revived ; and there- 
fore it cannot be ſaid that there is any law now to 
© be revived, but what was under our conſideration 
in the committee of ſupply, and is as much re- 
* ferred to by the reſolution we then came to, as is 


* uſual in ſuch caſes, according to the antient me- 
* thod of proceeding in all ſuch affairs, 


Even as to laws inflicting pains and penalties 
upon the ſubject, we know, that it is the common 


practice of this houſe to revive ſuch laws by a ge- 
© neral reſolution ;. it is practiſed every year; laws 
« expiring or expired, are continued or revived by 


general reſolutions and general clauſes, without a- 


© ny new recital of the whole act ſo to be continued 
© or revived, or leaving the penalties blank, to be 
filled up when the houſe goes into a committee 
upon the bill which is brought in for the continu- 


© ing or reviving of ſuch laws; there are, Ibelieve, 


Sir, a hundred ſuch precedents in the journals of 
this houſe. The making of a general recital of 
the laws to be revived by this bill, is only making 
* a ſhort bill in place of a book as large as the 
* land-tax bill, In my opinion, there was not an 
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© abſolute neceſſity even to have mentioned in this 
© bill every law that was to be thereby revived ; a 
* general revival of all the laws repealed by the act 
* of the third of his preſent Majeſty would have 
© been enough; even ſuch a general revival would 
© not have been contrary to any of the orders of this 
© houſe : but it was thought proper to mention every 
law particulary, that no man might have it to ſay, 
© that he was catched, or that any thing was ſecretly 
* foiſted in, or included under the general words of 
© the bill, which was not under conſideration at the 
time the bill was paſſed.” 


Sir William Wyndham. Sir, as to this tax upon 
« falt, I muſt ſtill ſay, that I cannot but look upon 
© it as a very great grievance upon the poor of this 
nation. The pooreſt labourer conſumes for his 
* own perſonal uſe as much, nay more ſalt than any 
© member of this houſe, or any rich man in the na- 
tion, and therefore we muſt reckon that the poor 
© pay as much as the rich. There are but very few 
of the poor labourers and tradeſmen that live in 
© the families of thoſe that employ them, they ge- 
« nerally live upon the daily wages they receive, and 
© it is very hard to make ſuch a poor man pay out of 
the poor pittance of wages he receives for his daily 
« ſupport, as much towards the public expence, as 
is paid by the richeſt man in the nation. We 
* ought, Sir, to conſider, that by taking from the 
rich, we only diminiſh their luxury, but by ſqueez- 
ing from the poor, we increaſe their miſery. This, 
« Sir, muſt be a moving conſideration to every man 
©that has any bowels of compaſſion towards his 
fellow- creatures. 

But, Sir, beſides oppreſſing the poor, we arc 
now, I find, to overturn the method of proceed - 
© ing, always obſerved in this houſe in the like 
* caſes. This, Sir, is of the utmoſt wanne to 
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the very being of our conſtfturion. The ancient 
orders of- his houſe ought moſt punctually to be 
© obſerved. Some of them may perhaps ſeem to 
© be of little conſequence; but if we fall into a way 
* of breaking through them upon flight occaſions, 
* we ſhall ſoon fall into confuſion 3 then indeed we 
may probably diſcover, that choſe orders which 
* we now think to be trivial, were of the utmoſt 
* conſequence ; but then it will be too late. I am 
really ſurprized to hear it ſaid, that a tax upon 
* white herrings is a tax upon ſalt: We may as well 
* ſay, that a duty upon fiſh, is a duty upon fleſh, 
* or that fiſh is fleſh; and if we once come to give 
* ſuch a blind and implicit aſſent to the dictates or 
© aſſertions of any man breathing, we may have 
freedom, we may have liberty, but I am ſure it 
* cannot then be ſaid, that we make any uſe of the 
freedom we enjoy. We may perhaps now agree 
to this odd propoſition, that a duty upon fiſh, is 
* a duty upon ſalt; but I am ſure this houſe was 
of a different opinion when this duty was taken 
* off of the ſalt, and laid upon white herrings ; it 
* was then looked upon as a quite different duty, and 
therefore the laying on of this duty upon white 
© herrings, was firſt taken into conſideration in the 
© committee of ways and means, and a reſolution 
* was there made for the laying on of this duty upon 
* white herrings cured for home conſumption, in 
place of the duty that had been before laid upon 


© the ſalt with which they were cured. If it had 


not then been looked on as a different duty, there 
vas no neceſſity for having taken it into our conſi- 
* deration, in the committee for ways and means, or 
© for our having made a reſolution in that committee 
before any bill could be brought in for that pur- 
« poſe. | 

« But it ſeems, Sir, this tax upon herrings, or the 
© tax upon ſalt, has ſince that time changed its na- 
* ture, for a bill I find is now brought in for revi- 
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« ving the duty upon white herrings, in purſuance 
of ta reſolution of the committee of ways and 
means, for reviving the duties upon ſalt laid on b 

two acts in that reſolution particularly mention'd; 
© in neither of which, is there one word mention'd of 
any duty upon white herrings : This pretence 
might perhaps have admitted of ſome ſhew of rea- 
< ſon, if neither of theſe acts had been mentioned; 
jf we had in general reſolved to revive the ſeveral 
duties on home-made ſalt, which by an act of the 
third of his preſent Majeſty's reign ceaſed and de- 
c termined, ſuch a general reſolution might have 
perhaps afforded ſome pretence for reviving this 
duty upon white herrings : but even in that caſe, 
the pretence would have been a very lame one; 
for in order to include this tax upon herrings, we 
© ought to have made our reſolution ſtil] more gene- 
ral; we ought to have reſolved to revive the ſe- 
* veral duties which by the act of the third of his 
o 

6 

0 

c 


preſent Majeſty, ceaſed and determined without 


the inſerting of thoſe words, home-made ſalt ; for by 
the inſerting of thoſe words, we confined the gene- 
ral reference after-mentioned tothe duties on home- 
made ſalt only, and by the inſerting particularly 
thoſe laws of King William's reign, we ſtill more 
* ſtrongly confined ourſelves to thoſe duties, even on 


© home-made ſalt, which were laid on by thoſe two | 


acts only. If there had been any additional duty 
laid even upon ſalt by any other act, ſurely no man 


o 


law there was no mention made of the duty upon 
* white herrings ; becauſe by the very act which 


an 


* will ſay, that by our reſolution, ſuch a duty could 

have been revived, though the ſame had ceaſed Þ 
Kand determined by the act of the third of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, Nor is it any argument for proving 
this duty upon fiſh, to be a duty upon ſalt, that it Þ 
ceaſed and determined by the ſame law, by which] 

the duties upon ſalt were taken off, tho' in that 
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an expreſs proviſion, that this duty upon herrings 
ſhould ceaſeand determine as ſoon as the duty upon 
ſalt ſhould be taken off, or in proportion, in cafe 
any part of the duty upon falt ſhould be taken off, 
as every gentleman may ſee, who has a mind to 
peruſe the act of the 8th of his late Majeſty, by 
which this duty upon herrings was firit eſtabliſhed, 
It has been pretended, that precedents may be 
found in the journals of this houſe for warrantin 
the method of reviving laws,which 1s now contend- 
ed for; I do not believe that any ſuch precedent 
can be found. An obſolete law may without doubt 
be revived by a new law. A law repealed may 
be revived, by repealing of that law, by which it 
was repealed ; bur I do not believe that ever any 
law was revived, till after the houſe had taken ſuch 
law particularly into their conſideration in ſome 


0 


ſort of committee or another. The expired or ex- 


piring laws are never revived or continued till they 
have been ſeverally and particularly examin'd and 
conſider'd of in a committee, and a particular re- 
ſolution made as to each: Do not we every year 
name a committee for inſpecting into the laws ex- 
pired or near expiring, and for conſidering which 
of them, and what parts of each, are fit to be re- 
vived or continued ? Does not that committee 
examine every one of them particularly, and come 
to a reſolution upon each law by itſelf? Are not 
thoſe reſolutions reported to the houſe ? Then the 
houſe takes every one of thoſe reſolutions ſepa- 
rately into conſideration, and orders a bill or bills 
to be brought in, in purſuance of ſuch of the re- 
ſolutions as are agreed unto by the houſe. Every 
member of this houſe knows that this is the con- 
ſtant method of continuing or reviving the laws 
that are expiring or expired. And is not this di- 
rectly contrary to the method we are now about? 
Can any man ſay, that any one of the laws to be 
revived by this bill, was ever taken into conſide- 
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ration by any committee of this houſe, or that any 


reſolution has been made and agreed to for reviving 
all or any of them? There was not ſo much as one 
of them mentioned in the committee of ways and 
means, when we had the reviving of the duties 
upon ſalt under our conſideration. They are net- 
ther generally nor particularly referred to in the 
reſolution we then came to. In the whole refolu- 
tion, there is not ſo much as one word mentioned 
of the reviving any law whatever; we reſolved 
only upon reviving of the dutics, we did not fo 
much as think of reviving any of the laws relating 
to the collecting of ſuch duties. That ought to 
have been the affair of another day ; we ought to 
have taken every one of them ſeparately into our 
conſideration, in order to have determined which 
of them were proper to have been revived z and 
we ought to have come to a particular reſolution 
as to each; and then in purſuance of all thoſe re- 


ſolutions, ſuch a bill as the preſent, might have 


cen regularly brought in. 
As to the malt tax bill, there is no ſort of paral- 
le!. It is true, the malt tax act of the preceding 


year muſt certainly be expired before the new one 


can take place z but while the new bill is under 
the conſideration of the houſe, the old is ſubſiſting : 
Yet even in that cafe we do not lay any tax 

the ſubject, till it has been particularly beſore us 
in the committee of ways and means. We there 
take all the duties, laid on by the former bill, par- 
ticularly into our conſideration, and the reſolution 
we always come to is, that the ſame duties ſhall be 
raiſed upon malt, Sc. which were raiſed by ſuch a 


former act, particularly therein referred to; upon 


this reſolution a new bill is brought in for continuing 
the ſame duties z this new bill is indeed generally 
much the ſame with the former, but in this caſe 
there is no repealed or expired law revived : The 
bill is intirely new, and whatever penalties or for- 

| © feitures 
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feitures are thereby to be inflicted upon the ſubject, 
are left blank to be filled up when the houſe goes 
© into a committee upon the bill: The ſame penal- 
ties are indeed generally filled up, but not till the 
© houſe has an opportunity to examine them in a 
committee upon the bill: This ſhews that the me- 
© thod of proceeding as to the malt tax bill can be no 
« precedent, nor any authority for the bill now be- 
fore us, by which a great many laws are to be re- 
« vived, which were never inſpected or conſidered 
by any committee of this houſe ; penalties are to 
be inflicted upon the ſubject, without leaving it in 
the power of the houſe to examine them when they 
go into a committee upon the bill; and a tax is 
to be laid upon the ſubject, without its having 
been conſidered of, or reſolved upon in the com- 
* mittee of ways and means. | 
© I would be glad ro know how it was poſſible for 
any member of this houſe, when we were in the 
* committee of ways and means, to make any ob- 
* jection againſt any of thoſe laws which are by this 
© bill to be revived :: There was not one of them ſo 
much as mentioned at that time; no man then 
propoſed the reviving of any one of them; how 
then was it poſſible to ſtart any objection thereun- 
© to? I believe till this bill was brought in, no man 
dreamed of ſuch laws being to be revived ; and 
now it is too late to make any objections : This 
bill will be paſſed before any man can have time 
to peruſe and conſider all thoſe laws that are there- 
by to be revived ; this alone may ſhew the irregula- 
* rity and inconvenience of the preſent method of 
* proceeding : This ſhews what a dangerous prece- 
dent we are about to make for thoſe that come af- 
ter us: A precedent, Sir, that will be an eternal 
* reproach upon this ſeſſion of Parliament, and a 
© precedent that our lateft poſterity will have cauſe 
to complain of. 10 
r. 
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Mr. Clayton. Sir, I ſhall take notice only of 
one thing relating to the debate. It is well known, 
that upon the death of every King, all thoſe duties 
which had been granted for the ſupport of the ci- 
vil lift, expired of courſe, and are in the caſe as if 
no ſuch duties had ever been granted; and yet the 
very firſt Parliament next after the acceſſion of a 
ſucceſſor, thoſe very duties are all revived, and are 
ſettled upon the ſucceſſor, or for his life, by a ge- 
neral bill: It is no way thought neceſſary to bring 
in a particular bill for every duty that is then to 
be revived. This, Sir, is an argument for the pre- 
ſent method of proceeding, to which I defy any 
man to give a ſufficient anſwer.” 


Mr. Plumer. Sir, From this very debate, it 
appears plain to me, that we are in ſome doubt, 
whether we are regular in our preſent method of 
proceeding or not; I am perſuaded, that if there 
was no doubt in the caſe, if there were no plauſible 
reaſon for ſuſpecting the regularity and order of 
our proceedings as to the bill now before us, the 
right honourable member on the floor would not 
have taken ſo much pains to explain the caſe to 
us; and I muſt think, Sir, that in an affair of ſo 
great conſequence, an affair of as great conſequence 
as any that ever did, or ever can come before this 
houſe, the leaſt doubt as to the regularity of our 
proceedings, the leaſt ſuſpicion of our being got 
into any method contrary to the antient orders of 
this houſe, ought to be a ſufficient and a prevailing 
argument for the withdrawing of this bill, and for 
our reſuming the conſideration of this affair in the 
committee of ways and means. It is no ſcandal, 
Sir, for us, or for any man to own, that he has 
been in a miſtake ; the wiſeſt men are not infal- 
lible; but for men to perſiſt in a miſtake, after it 
is diſcovered, or even after they begin to doubt, 


whether they are in a miſtake or no, does not ſavour 
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much of wiſdom, more eſpecially in an affair, 
vhich may be ſo eaſily rectified. This ſeſſion of 
Parliament muſt continue fitting for ſome conſi- 


derable time as yet; and as we have time enough, 


I can ſee no reaſon why this affair may not be 
brought again before the committee of ways and 
© means, where all miſtakes (if any be) may be cor- 
rected, and even all future doubts or diſputes, as 
to regularity and method, may be obviated. 
* As to what the worthy member who ſpoke laſt, 
© obſerved about the civil liſt duties, it muſt be 
* granted, that they expire at the death of every 
King: And, Sir, it muſt likewiſe be granted, that 
« ſince the firſt eſtabliſhment of ſuch duties, they 
© have all been moſt punctually revived by the very 
« firſt Parliament after the acceſſion of the next ſuc- 
ceſſor. But in what manner? Why, Sir, by the 
© houſe's taking them one by one under conſidera- 
tion in acommittee, and coming to a particular re- 
* ſolution as to every one: Then indeed one gene- 
ral bill is ordered to be brought in, in purſuance of 
all theſe particular reſolutions. But is not this, Sir, 
* a method of proceeding quite different from the 
method we are now in? If thoſe civil liſt duties 
had ever been revived by a general reſolution, and 
© a great many expired, or repealed penal laws, re- 
© lating to the collecting of them, revived by a ge- 
© neral reference in the bill, without being men- 
© tioned in the reſolution of the committee, then an 
argument might have been from thence drawn for 
the regularity of our preſent method of proceed- 
ing; but as there never was any ſuch thing pre- 
< tended to be done in the reviving of thoſe civil lift 
duties, I am of opinion that the uſual method of 
« proceeding with reſpect to the revival of them, is 
a very ſtrong argument againſt the regularity of 
the method we are now in, with reſpect to this fa- 
* yourite ſcheme of reviving the duties upon ſalt. 
* And thus, Sir, I hope I have given a ſufficient an- 
5 | « ſwer 
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ſwer to the argument made uſe of by the gentle- 
* man who ſpoke laſt. But, Sir, as to the duty it- 
* ſelf, I am ſurpriſed, that there ſhould be any far- 
ther diſpute about it, for it really appears to me, 
© that every man in this houſe is againſt it, Even 
of thoſe who at firſt ſeemed to be for it, ſome have 
© fince acknowledged, that it will be an intolerable 
« grievance upon the people in Scotland, and the 
© reſt have acknowledged, that it will be liable to a 
great many frauds : Sir, I cannot think that any 
© man who thinks this duty an intolerable grievance 
upon Scotland, will be for reviving it; and we 
have ſo many fraudulent practices already in this 
* kingdom, that I cannot think any man will be for 


| © reviving a duty which he thinks will increaſe 
them. At this rate, Sir, I cannot really perceive 


© that any man in this houſe is for the duty ; why 
therefore ſhould we diſpute any longer about the 
* method of reviving this duty, ſince every man that 
© has ſpoke in the debate, has given a good reaſon 
for his being againſt the duty itſelf ?? : 


Theſe were the chief objections that were made 
againſt this ſalt bill: However it paſſed through the 
houſe of Commons, as we have before given an ac- 
count of; and on the 21ſt of March it was ordered 
up to the houſe of Lords, where we ſhall likewiſe 


give” ſome account of its progreſs, before we go 


upon any other ſubject. 

It met with great oppoſition in the houſe of Lords, 
as well as it had done in the houſe of Commons. 
Every ſtep the bill made through their Lordſhips 
houſe was warmly diſputed, and many excellent 
ſpeeches were made both for and againft the bill. On 
the 22d of March the houſe of Lords read this bill 
the firſt time, and after a long debate, the queſtion 
was put for a ſecond reading, which was carried in 
the affirmative, 40 againſt 25, 8 
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On the 25th of March this bill was accordingly 
read a ſecond time, and it being propoſed to put 
the queſtion for committing it, the right honourable 


the Earl of Winchelſea ſtood up, and ſpoke to the 
effect as follows. 


* My Lords, This houſe has often with great ho- Lord Ve- 


237 


- + nour to itſelf, and much to the advantage of the ged. 


nation, oppoſed and defeated meaſures which had 
been firſt broached in the other houſe, when it ap- 
« peared that ſuch meaſures tended to the ruin and 
diſſolution of both. This is a privilege we are in- 
dulged with by our happy conſtitution, and we ne- 
ver were under a greater neceſſity of exerting this 
« privilege than we are at preſent. We never had a 
© more favourable opportunity of ſhewing a diſinte- 
© reſted es for the true happineſs and welfare of 
the people, than we now have. The bill now be- 
fore us, though brought in by the repreſentatives 
of the people, is a bill the moſt iniquitous and the 
* moſt oppreſſive upon the people, of any bill that 
© ever was brought into either houſe of Parliament. 
« I cannot, my Lords, but call it a moſt iniquitous 
and a moſt oppreſſive bill, becauſe there is thereby 
© a moſt heavy burden laid upon the poor, and a 
* moſt unequal tax upon the ſubjects of this part of 
© the united kingdoms. There is indeed, by this 
« bill, a very great favour ſhewn to the Northern 
parts of this iſland. This favour is really a ſort of 
corruption upon the members from that part of 
© the kingdom; and I muſt fay, that if ever corruption 
vas in any caſe commendable, it is in the preſent ; 
their approbation of this bill is engaged by ſhew- 
ing a partiality which they are no way intitled unto, 
either by the articles of the union, or by any ſtipu- 

* lation ſince that time, 
* lam, my Lords, very far from arguing for, or 
deſiring that this duty ſhould be laid upon the yo: 
| « ple 
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ple in that part of the iſland: Upon the contrary, 
© | ſhall always be againſt it to the utmoſt of my 
* power, becauſe 1 am perſuaded that the people of 
that part of the iſland cannot bear to pay ſo heavy 
and fo grievous a duty: but for chat very reaſon 
I am againſt this bill; I think that no tax ought 
to be laid on for the current ſervice of the year, 
but ſuch as the whole nation may be able to con- 
tribute a ſhare to: It is raiſed for the ſervice of 
the whole; and therefore every part ought to bear 
its equal ſhare. If things are fairly and impartially 


* 


Southern parts of the iſland are as unable to bear ſo 
heavy a burden as the Northern parts are; and I 
hope there will be in this houſe an equal regard 


to be ready to do all the favour we can to every 
part, without ſhewing a partiality to any. And 


as Scotland may, in ſome manner, be looked on 


as the wife of England, we ought to be moſt care- 
ſhewing any particular favours to the 2 in 
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others, which they are not to be ſubjected to.? 


Then the right honourable the Lord Carteret ſtood 


up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: My Lords, 
I muſt recommend it to your Lordſhips to conſi- 


der how this duty upon ſalt came to be taken off. 
© It is but two years ago, and therefore your Lord- 
< ſhips muſt all remember, that it was upon a moſt 
© gracious recommendation from the throne. His 
* Majeſty, who always conſiders the good of his ſub- 
* jects in general, recommended to both houſes of 
* Parliament the eaſing of the poor of this nation. 
The words made uſe of by his Majeſty upon that 
occaſion, are ſo moving and ſo compaſſionate,” I 
have repeated them ſo often to the gentlemen in 
the country, that I have long had them fixed in 
my 


conſidered, I am perſuaded it will appear, that the 


ſhewn to all parts of the kingdom. We ought 


ful not to allow any miniſter to debauch her, by 


that part of the iſland, or by laying burdens upon 
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* my memory: However, upon the preſent occaſi- 
don, I turned to them again, and for the more cer- 
© tainty, L have taken them down in writing. They 
were as followeth. You will ſee by the accounts 
„that will be laid before you, the ſtate, produce, 
“and application of the ſinking fund, as far as hath 
been hitherto directed by act of Parliament; and 
you will not fail to take into conſideration the far- 
< ther diſpoſition of the growing produce. You 
are the beſt judges, whether the circumſtances of 
the ſinking fund, and of the national debt, will 
<« as yet admit of giving any eaſe where the duties 
<« are moſt grievous, I have the greateſt regard for 
< the ſinking fund, and I look with compaſſion up- 
< on the hardſhips of the poor artificers and manu- 
« fafurers., I leave it to your determination, what 
* may reaſonably, and with due caution, be done 
upon this critical conſideration,” 


* Theſe, my Lords, were the words of his Ma- 

« jeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne but 
two years ago. From theſe it appears, that his 
* Majeſty looks upon the poor artificers and manu- 
* faturers of this nation, as the greateſt objects of 
« pity and compaſſion, and as the firſt that ought to 
© be relieved. Then it was judged by both houſes 
of Parliament, that no tax was ſo grievous, no tax 
lay ſo heavy upon them, as this tax upon ſalt; and 
© therefore it was taken off. Though the duties then 
© raifed upon ſalt, ſtood engaged for the payment of 
* ſome of the public debts, yet ſo unanimous was the 
voice of King, Parliament and People, at that time, 
© againſt this tax, that nothing could be a bar to the 
taking it off; even the creditors of the public vo- 
« luntarily gave up their ſecurity, in order to ſecond 
© his Majeſty's good intentions, and to get the nation 
« ſet free from ſuch a heavy burden. But what are 
we now going about? We are now going to de- 
feat and diſappoint his Majeſty's moſt gracious in- 
$ * tent1ons 
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« tentions for the relief of the moſt diſtreſſed part of 


© his ſubjects, before they have taſted any thin 
* of the benefit that was deſigned them by both 


o houſes of Parliament, in purſuance of his Ma- 


jeſty's recommendation from the throne. For 
* my own part, I always looked upon the abo- 
© liſhing of the ſalt- tax, as the pure effect of his 
s Majeſty's love and affection for his people ; I 
© always conſider'd it as ſuch, and in the countries 
© where I have been ſince that time, have made ſo 
* much uſe of it as an argument for proving how 
much his Majeſty has the good of the people at 
© heart, that if I had no other reaſon to be againſt 
© this bill, I muſt be againſt it out of reſpect to his 
« Majeſty, and for the ſake of ſupporting that argu- 
ment which I have ſo often made uſe of, in favour 
of our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 

© I have many reaſons, my Lords, for being a- 
gainſt this grievous, this pernicious, this inſuppor- 
© table tax, ſome of which I ſhall beg leave to lay 
© before your Lordſhips. In the firſt place, it is a 
* moſt grievous and a moſt unequal tax upon the 
© poor R the tradeſmen, and the manu- 
: 3 Thoſe very people who but two years 
* ago were recommended to us by his Majeſty, as 
the greateſt objects of pity, are by this tax to be 
© the moſt heavily loaded. The pocrer a man is, 
the more ſalt proviſions is he obliged ro conſume, 
and conſequently the more he will be obliged to pay 
© towards this tax; ſuch is the cruelty thereof, that 
the moſt wretched are thereby the moſt heavily 
© loaded ; ſuch the injuſtice, that the more a man 
* has, the leſs is he obliged to contribute to the pub- 
lick expence : The rich generally live upon freſh 
« proviſions, but a poor man muſt live upon ſalt 
meat, or he muſt eat no meat at all. By ſuch me- 
© thods we ſhall foon baniſh all the artifcers and ma- 
nufacturers out of the kingdom. We know how 


© ready ſome of our neighbours are to receive them 
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and to give them all poſſible encouragement. We 
know how much they are already loaded with taxes 
in this country. They can give none of the com- 
forts of life, without paying much dearer for them 
than in any other country; and now we are going 
to take from them, or at leaſt to make them pa 

ſeverely for the very neceſſaries of life, for that 
without which they cannot ſubſiſt. How can we 
expect to preſerve either our trade or our manu- 
factures, if we are once deſerted by that uſeful 
body of people the artificers and the manufacturers? 


And how can we expect to keep them in our coun- 


try, if we go on thus every year loading them 
with taxes, while our neighbours are declaring 
them free from all impoſts and duties, and doing 
all that is in their power to entice them away from 
us ? | 
At the ſame time that this tax is an intolerable 
load upon our trade, and an inſupportable burden 
upon our poor, ic will bring no eaſe, it will brin 
no relief to the landed gentlemen, but muſt really 
at laſt prove to be the ruin and deſtruction of the 
landed intereſt, It is not, my Lords, the land 
taxes which the landed gentlemen have paid, that 
have brought them into ſo many difficulties, but 
it is the many exciſes which they have been ſubject 
to, that has ruined their lands as well as themſelves, 
It isa certain maxim, that the more taxes are laid 
upon the home produce, the cheaper it muſt always 
be ſold by the producer, and the dearer it will al- 
ways colt the conſumer ; The dealers between the 
producer and the conſumer are the only perſons who 
et any thing by the laying on of duties and exciſes. 
e know that there never was a duty laid upon 
any produce either foreign or domeſtic, but what 
raiſed the price to the conſumer more in propor- 


tion than what the duty amounted, to.; an ãt the 


ſame time the dealer or retailer rer ein dy- 
ty, as a argument for running down the price 
Vol. . R 2 
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he was to pay to the producer or importer, It is 
by this our landed gentlemen, as well as their e- 
ſtates, have been undone, The many exciſes and 
duties now raiſed in this nation, eat up the yearly 
income of the gentleman's eſtate ; and the far. 
mers being obliged to ſell the produce of their 
lands at a cheap rate, and to pay dear for all thoſe 
neceſſaries which they do not, nor can produce, 
they cannot therefore be able to pay ſo high a rent 
as formerly to the landlord. Thus the landed gen- 
tleman 1s doubly undone; for while his income is 
eat up by the exciſes he pays for what is made uſe 
of in his own family, his rents are diminiſhed, 
or his tenants are broke, by the exciſes paid by 


them. 


A gentleman of 1007. a year, whoſe eſtate, as 
to theland tax, is computed at the full value, pays 
20 l. a year out of it, when the land tax is at 45. 
in the pound; that, it is true, reduces his eſtate to 
80 l. a year; but that is only for one year, he may 
be free of the land tax the next year, and then his 
100 J. comes whole and intire to him. But if, by 
railing exciſes and duties in place of that 45. in the 
PRE land tax, you make the ſupporting of his 
a 


family 20 J. a year dearer to him than it was be- 


fore, is not that 20/7. taken from his eſtate ? Can he 


then live better for his 100 J. than he could have 


done before for his 801. a year? He is therefore no 
gainer by this caſe, as to the land tax: But mark 
the conſequence; theſe duties and exciſes fall heavy 
upon his tenants as well as upon him; the ſup- 
porting of their families comes now to be deare: 


to them than it was before, and therefore the rents 


muſt have been before ſo low, that the landlord 
might have raiſed them, or it will now be im- 
flible for the tenants to continue paying the 


fame rents they formerly did; ſo that very proba- 


oy the yearly rents of his eſtate may be reduced to 
ol. a year, out of which if you deduct the 20/7. 
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© a year he is obliged to pay as an additional ex- 
* pence for the ſupport of his own family, there will 
remain to him but 60/7. a year; and his eſtate, as 
to the land tax, being ſtill valued at 1007. a year, 
if you are obliged, in two or three years after, to, 


lay on again the land tax of 4s. in the pound, this 


« gentleman muſt pay 207. a year out of the 60/7. 
© his eſtate was reduced to. And thus, by pretend- 
© ing to give him an caſe as to the land tax for one 
© year, you at laſt reduce his eſtate to leſs than one 
© half of the real value; it is now but juſt one half 
of what he had formerly to ſpend yearly, when he 
paid a land tax of 45. in the pound. This has, 
in many caſes, been the conſequence of laying du- 
ties and exciſes in place of land taxes, and the 
more frequently this deſtructive meaſure is purſued, 
the more general will this conſequence be. Te- 
nants mult live and ſupport their families, out of 
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c 
4 
c 
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8 
c 
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the produce of their farms; they muſt pay the du- 
ties and exciſes of thoſe things, that are abſolutely 
neceſſary for the ſupport of their families, or for 
the manuring of their farms; the deficiency (if any 
be) muſt always fall upon the landlord. Thole 
tenants that were at a low rent, have perhaps hi- 
therto ſupported it, and paid their rents, notwith= 
ſtanding of the many duties and exciſes they have 
been obliged to pay; but it is ſtill a loſs to the 
landlord, becauſe if it had not been ſor thoſe duties 
and exciſes paid by the tenant, the landlord might 
have raiſed his rents much more than any land tax 
that ever was laid on in this kingdom would have 
amounted to. | | 
* There is no nation in the world that has more 
* occaſion than we have at preſent to raiſe money in 
the moſt frugal way, and in that way which is the 
* leaſtexpenſive to the people. We know, my Lords, 
by ſad experience, what a vaſt difference there is 
* between the groſs and the net produce of this duty 
upon ſalt; It never ee above 180,000 l. per 
"Y 


annum, 
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* annum, and by the moſt modeſt computation, there 
is above twice that ſum yearly raiſed upon the peo- 
ple of England only, by the means of this tax: E- 
very man knows, that the yearly expence of railing 
© it isat leaſt 25,0007. This, for three years, amounts 
to 75,0001. and if to this we add the intereſt that 
* muſt be paid upon borrowing the money, the 
© whole will amount to 100,000 J. which is the ſum 
the nation muſt pay by way of charges, for the 
* raiſing this 500,000 /. that is wanted for the cur- 
© rent ſervice of the year. This is a fact that cannot 
be conteſted by the greateſt favourer af this extra- 
ordinary ſcheme; I do not doubt but that it will 
coſt the nation @ great deal more; but I make this 
© calculation from what muſt be allowed, even by 
© thoſe who are the molt ſanguine promoters thereof; 
Can any man then ſay, that this is a frugal way of 
* raiſing money? How hard will it be to make the 
© people pay ſuch an extravagant charge, eſpecially 
now, when there is no neceſſity for it? By this bill 
« we are again put into that deſtructive method of 
funding and anticipating of taxes, which is a me- 
©thod that never ought to be followed, but in caſcs 
© of the utmoſt neceſſity. During the laſt war, out 
© neceſſity was our excuſe ; but now we have no ne- 
© ceſlity to plead, it is mere Gayete de cgur: Can 
© that ever be allowed of as an excuſe, for our en- 
* tailing heavy and pernicious taxes upon our po- 
« ſterity ? | 

As to that part of the kingdom called Nor 
© Britain, there is indeed a partiality ſnewn; but e- 
ven this partiality is no real favour, any otherways 
© than only as being a leſs injury: The laying on of 
© this tax, in place of the ſhilling in the pound land 
© tax, is doing a very great injury to the whole king- 
© dom ; and all the favour that can be pretended to 
© be ſhewn to the northern parts, is, that the injury 
< is not ſo great, with. reſpect to them, as it is with 
© reſpe& to the ſouthern parts of Britain. When an 
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ords, that the ſum raiſed in Scotland by a land- 


injury is offered openly and avowedly, one knows 
re how to reſent it; if we cannot reſent it, there is at 
S leaſt ſome ſatisfaction in complaining; but to hear, 
s aa real injury called a favour, is what no man can 
t bear; it is a contempt that will rouze the moſt 
+ | atient people upon earth. It is well known, my 


tax, proportionable to a ſhilling in the pound in 
England, never amounted to above 12, ooo l. in a 
year; this was the whole that was ever raiſed upon 


c 

c 
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* the tax itſelf, or towards the charge of raiſing the 

ſame; but when this tax, even ef one ſhilling up- 

on the buſhel of ſalt was ſubſiſting, it appeared, 

that the net produce thereof in Scotland amounted 
o 40000 J. per annum, and the charge of raiſing it 

* amounted to above 4000 J. per annum more. 

From hence it is evident, that by the means of this 

duty of one ſhilling upon the buſhel of ſalt, there 

* will be above 8000 J. raiſed yearly upon the people. 

© of Scotland, And as this duty is to be laid on for 

three years, in lieu of a ſhilling in the pound land 

c 
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c 
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can make it, that the people of Scotland are to pay 
above 24,000 J. in the place of the 12,000 J. which 
they muſt have paidtowards the land tax ? This, 
my Lords, is the mighty favour that is, pretended 
to be done to the people of that country : Who- 
ever thinks that they will look 1 this as a fa- 


vour, muſt know very little of the good ſenſe 


iſland. 
This duty is now propoſed to be laid on for 
three years only, but we know how difficult it 1s to 


c 
c 
And as this duty may create a fund for a miniſtry 
' © upon which they may borrow no leſs a ſum than 
« 


ration of this term of three years, ſome ſcheme or 
| R 3 another 


the people of Scotland by ſuch a tax, either towards, 


tax for only one year, is it not as clear as figures. 


and ſagacity of the people in that part of the 


get free of a tax that has been once eſtabliſhed : 


600,000 J. I can ealily foreſee, that at the expi- 
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another may be ſet on foot for continuing it during 
da much longer term: In caſe of any ſuch ſcheme's 
© being to be ſet up, I can ſee, that even by the bill 
© now before us, there 1s the foundation laid of a 
© prevailing argument for bringing the members 
i a the northern part of the iſland into the ſcheme, 
We know, my Lords, that there are bounties paid 
© upon the exportation of fiſh ; we know that thoſe 
bounties upon the exportation of fiſh from Scotland 
only, amount generally to about 7000). per an- 
num: This fum was paid out of the firſt and rea- 
© dieſt of the cuſtoms and exciſe in Scotland; but in 
© caſe this bill paſſes into a law, all ſuch bounties are 


to be paid only out of the produce of the ſalt duty 


5 raiſed within the united kingdoms : therefore, at 
the end of this term of three years, we muſt either 
make anew law for eſtabliſhing a new fund for the 
payment of thoſe bounties, or the bounties muſt in- 
F tirely ceaſe, and determine with the expiration of 
© this law: It will then be pretended that no ſuch 
fund can be eſtabliſhed ; it will then be ſaid, that 
© you muſt either agree to the continuing of the dut 
c upon ſalt, or your country muſt intirely loſe the be- 
6 nefit of having any bountics upon the exportation of 
6 their fiſh ; by which your fiſhery will be undone, 
«and your country muſt Joſe a much greater ſum 
« yearly than what they are obliged to pay by means 
of the duty upon ſalt. This, my Lords, will be 
a bait for the members from North Britain; with 
them it will for ever be an argument for the con- 
5 tihuance of this duty upon ſalt. 

We have already a prodigious number of officers 
employed in the collecting of our revenues; the 
« reviving of this duty upon ſalt will very much in- 
« creaſe the number: We know that all theſe officers 
depend intirely upon the crown; every one of them 
way be ſuſpended or diſmiſſed, at the pleaſure of 
6 the crown 3 if any of them ſhould refuſe to do what- 
ever he iscomimanded, ſuch an officer may be Tow 
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ed out, and a new one put in his room. We know 


What an influence theſe officers may have upon the 
| © elections of members of Parliament, in every coun- 


2 e , oe SC o 2 * 
eee r 


K ty, city and borough in Exgland. If any future 
 * adminiſtration ſhould be wicked enough to give 


© them inſtructions, how they are to behave, for 
* whom they are to uſe their intereſt, by ſuch means 
* the crown may have it in their power to get ſuch 
* members returned, as are agreeable to the favou- 
© rites about court. Where then will be our liber- 
* ties? Where ſhall an injured people ſeek for re- 
* dreſs? The people will then be in the ſame condi- 
tion in which they now are in Turkey ; their only 
* reſource will be in mobs and tumults, and the pre- 
vailing party will adminiſter juſtice by general maſ- 
* ſacres and proſcriptions. I did appear againſt a 
© ſtanding army, but I never was ſo much afraid of 
the conſequences of a ſtanding army, as I am of 
* the e ee of a houſe of Parliament's depend- 
* ing intirely upon the crown, Of all arbitrary go- 
* yernments, that founded upon baſe corruption is 
the worſt : In ſuch circumſtances we might perhaps 
* preſerve the external forms of our conſtitution, 
* but ſuch a baſe dependence would eat out the very 
* vitals of our conſtitution, and leave us N re- 
* maining but a melancholy, diſmal, putrified, uſeleſs 
| carcaſs z a mere ſhew of a conſtitution, without any 
life, without any ſpirit, without any power to pro- 
* telt the people from domeſtic oppreſſion, or from 

foreign invaſion, | ; 
© The people of this nation are already ſubjected 
to ſo many penalties and forfeitures, that few mer- 
* chants or dealers know when they are ſafe. But by 
* this bill they are to be ſubjected to a great many 
new penalties and forfeitures; and what is till 
* worſe, theſe penalties and forfeitures are not to be 
* ſued for in the common way : As to them, the 1 
is not to be tried in the uſual way, by God and his 
* country, but in a new and extraordinary way, by 
OT R 4 com- 


* 


248 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1732. 


© commiſſioners and officers, who are appointed by 
* the crown, and removable at the pleaſure of the 
* crown : The crown is to be plaintiff or proſecutor, 
* and a man depending upon the crown, perhaps for 
his daily bread, is to be the judge. I have always 
* obſerved, and I believe it will ſoon appear ſtill 
more plain, that when things have been turned out 
* of the ordinary courſe of law, when any extraordi- 
©* nary method of proceeding before commiſſioners 
© has been introduced, extraordinary iniquities have 
been committed; ſome are diſcovered, but moſt 
© of them are ſunk into oblivion by the weight of 
© power, | 

This way of multiplying and continuing of taxes, 
and contriving new and extraordinary methods for 


* levying them, has always been followed by thoſe. 


* miniſters, who vere for eſtabliſhing arbitrary power. 
£ The famous Cardinal Richlieu knew well the effects 


© of ſuch a meaſure z he knew what ſums of money 


© were thereby brought in, and what dependencies 
« were thereby created, By the means of ſuch taxcs 
© the eſtates of the quality and gentry of France were 
© ruined and undone ; ſo that at the ſame time that 
© the taxes put it in the power of the crown to give, 
they reduced the quality and gentry of the king- 
dom under a neceſſity to receive: all forts of pro- 
© viſions were, by the taxes, rendered fo dear, and 
© the tenants of their eſtates were ſo much impo- 
© veriſhed, that it became impoſſible for moſt of 
them to ſupport and provide for their families, out. 
© of the rents of their eſtates, whereby they were ob- 
* liged to ſue to the court for ſome poſt or penſion, . 
* and in order to obtain what they wanted, they were 
glad to do whatever the court commanded. Theſe 
* were the domeſtic meaſures of Cardinal Richlieu, 
* and by theſe the liberties of France were loſt. As for 
his foreign meaſures, I wiſh we had it in our power. 
© to follow them: But in this kingdom 1 hope no 
* miniſter will ever pretend to follow his domeſtic, 
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« meaſures; I am ſure, that whoever does, will ne- 
ver have it in his power to follow his meaſures as 
© to foreign affairs. For the liberties of England are 
« eſtabliſhed upon too firm a baſis, to be overturned 
by the attempts of any one man in his own life- 
time: but if we do not take care, one man ma 

give them ſuch a ſhock, as may make it an eaſy 
* work for his ſucceſſors ; and no meaſure is leſs li- 
able to fail of ſucceſs, than that of increaſing by 


„little and little the power of the crown, by aug- | 


* menting daily the number of its dependents, and 
adding to the neceſſities of the noblemen and gen- 
* tlemen of the kingdom, by ſqueezing heavy taxes 
from them for every thing made uſe of in their 
families: For when liberty appears in poverty and 
* diſtreſs, and ſlavery appears in fine trappings and 
great plenty, 1 am afraid there will be found but 
6 . whoſe virtue can ſtand the teſt of ſuch a ſe- 
© vere trial. 

There are no taxes more apt to raiſe tumults, 
and inſurrections among the people, than thoſe that 
are laid upon the poor. This very tax which we 
are now about to revive, produced two or three 
inſurrections in France, before the people of that 
country could be brought to ſubmit to it; and yet 
it cannot be ſaid, that the tax upon ſalt in that 
country is much more grievous than this, that we 
* are now going to lay upon the people of this na- 
tion. We know that a tax of much leſs conſe- 
* quence than this, occaſioned the preſent rebellion 
in Corfica, by which the people of that iſland are 
like to change maſters ; and even the diſturbances 
in that little iſland may chance to involve all 
Europe in new troubles. Though the people of 
* this nation ſubmitted peaceably and quietly for ſo 
many years to this grievous tax, yet we are not from 
© thence' to preſume, that they will always ſubmit 
: peaceably and quietly thereunto. When it was 

1 IIs « firſh 


249 


250 


Puke of 
Newcoftle's 
ſpeech. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1732, 


< firſt laid on, the people were fully ſenſible of the 
«* neceſlity that there was for laying it on at that 
s time ; but now when it is to be laid on without 
any neceſſity, when the poor are thus to be heavi- 
© 1y loaded for no other reaſon or pretence, but that 
of relieving a few of the rich, can it be preſumed, 
* that they will as eaſily ſubmit to the payment of 
© it, as they did heretofore? They have long ſub- 
< mitted to bear heavy burdens, and they certainly 
* will bear as long as they can; but after a horſe 
© has got his full burden, the very key of the ſtable 
© may chance to break his back. Why ſhould we 
run ſuch a risk in a time of profound tranquillity ? 
© The patience of the people with reſpect to taxes 
and exciſes, cannot be now ſo great as it was in 
* the Ume of a dangerous and an expenſive foreign 
* war z, it may now be eaſily overſtretched, and 
© therefore we ought not to try experiments upon it, 
* when there is not really any occaſion.? 

The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke to the effect fol- 
lowing. * My Lords, It is very true, that his Ma- 
« jeſty, in a moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
recommended to us the caſing of the people of 
< ſome of thoſe burdens, which lay heavieſt u 
them; and in purſuance of theſe his Majeſty's moft 
« gracious intentions, this tax upon ſalt was propoſed, 
and was agreed to be taken off, as the tax which at 
that time was thought to lie heavieſt upon the 
* people : But by that very ſtep, my Lords, by the 
* aboliſhing of this tax, we have learned that it ne- 
ver did, nor ever can lie heavy upon the people. 
* The ſhare that was contributed towards it by each 
particular man, was ſo ſmall, that no man was 
« ſenfible of what he paid while it was ſubſiſting, nor 
Vas he ſenſible of any relief by its being taken 
off: Therefore that his Majeſty's intentions might 


be fully anſwered, that a real eaſe might be given 


to thoſe who have for many years been moſt hea- 
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* vily oppreſſed, was this bill brgught in and 
paſſed in the other houſe. We all know that 


the landed intereſt have been for many years load- 
ed with moſt inſupportable land taxes; we know 
that they have ſeverely felt the weight that was 
laid upon them; and therefore they muſt be im- 
mediately ſenſible of the relief that is propoſed to 
be given to them by this bill. | 

© This tax upon ſalt is in its own nature ſo equal, 
that every man, every perſon in the nation is there- 
by obliged to contribute to the public expence, 
according to the benefit he receives: There are 
ſuch a vaſt multitude of people thereby obliged to 
contribute to the public charge, that no man is 
ſenſible of what he pays, no man feels the weight 
that is laid upon him; and for that very reaſon 
the people contributed thereunto for many years 
moſt willingly, and moſt chearfully; it never did, 
nor can it ever occaſion the leaſt grumbling, or the 
leaſt complaint : Whereas, by the land-tax, there 
are but a very few perſons in the nation, who 
are obliged to contribute to the public expence, 
and thereby it falls moſt grievouſly upon thoſe 
that are obliged to pay towards it; a very large 
ſum may be raiſed upon a great number of people, 
when every man contributes his equal and his jult 
proportion, without any one man's being ſenſible 
of what he is obliged to pay : but when fuch a 
ſum is to be raiſed upon a few of that number, 
every man that is obliged to pay, not only feels the 
weight of the burden that is laid upon him, but 
oy finds it altogether inſupportable ; and he 
has the more reaſon to camplain, becauſe he finds 
himſelf obliged to bear ſingly that burden, which 
ought in juſtice to be laid upon a great many. 
The land tax being then the moſt heavy and the 
moſt unequal tax, of any that are levied upon 


the people of this nation, and the tax upon' 


falt being the moſt equal, and the leaſt burden- 
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ſome, I muſt be of opinion, that if we have any 
reſpect for his Majeſty's moſt gracious recommen- 
dation from the throne, if we have any regard for 
that juſtice and equality which ought to be obſcr- 
ved in impoling of taxes, we muſt agree to the 
bill now before us.“ 


The Lord Bathurſt ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows. 
My Loxds, I muſt take notice, that it is a little ir- 
regular to make ſo much mention of his Maj-- 
ſty's ſpeech from the throne ; but ſince the noble 
Lords who have ſpoke, have been pleaſed to 
mention it, I ſhall likewiſe take the ſame liber- 
ty, and make this one remark upon it ; That his 
Majeſty in that ſpeech recommends the eafing of 
the poor artificers and manufacturers : Theſe are 
the only people mentioned therein ; and therefore 
I muſt be of opinion, that his Majeſty then thought 
that they were the moſt heavily loaded, arid the 
firſt that ought to be relieved : This is not only 
my opinion, but it ſeems that it was then the opi- 
nion of both houſes of Parliament. and of every 
member of each houfe; for though ſeveral taxes 
were propoſed to be taken off, yet there was not 
one man in either houſe that propoſed, or men- 
tioned the taking off of any tax, but ſuch a one as 
he thought was burdenſome upon that ſet of peo- 
ple; and at laſt, the taking off of this tax upon 
ſalt was agreed to, as being the tax that lay moſt 


heavy upon the poor of this kingdom. But what 


are we now about ? What are we by this bill to 
do? We are to lay a load upon thoſe very people, 
whoſe caſe was ſo compaſſionately recommended 


to us by his Majeſty: We are to lay again the 


ſame very load upon them, which was then 
deemed by both houſcs of Parliament to be the 
moſt heavy and the moſt grievous load that lay 
upon the poor artificers and manufacturers of 


this nation; and in order to what? In order to re- 
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lieve only the rich landed gentlemen of the nation : 


Even as to them, I think it has been clearly de- 
monſtrated, that at laſt it will prove-to be no re- 
lief, but a very great diſadvantage z and it is evi- 
dent at firſt view, that the landed gentlemen of 
ſmall, or even of moderate fortunes, cannot by 
this bill meet with any relief; becauſe they wil! 
be obliged to pay more towards the duty upon 
ſalt, than they fave by being free from a ſhilling 
in the pound land tax, 

© I ſhall calily agree with the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt, that when a ſum of money is to be paid 
but by a few, the payments fall much more hea- 
vy upon each particular man, than they would do, 
it the ſame ſum, or even a larger ſum were to be 
paid by a great many; but when the ſum is in- 
creaſed in proportion to the number and circum- 
ſtances ot the perſons that are to contribute there- 
to, the pay ments will fall as heavily upon each 
particular man, as they formerly did. This, my 
Lords, I ſhall beg leave to illuſtrate by an ex- 
ample or two ; and the caſe being the ſame with 
reſpect to large ſums, as with reſpect to ſmall, I 
ſhall therefore make uſe of ſmall ſums only, in or- 
der that the calculations may be eaſily made. 
Suppole then that ſix pound were to be paid by 
ſix perſons of equal circumſtances, this would a- 
mount to but twenty ſhillings apiece, and would 
not be ſo grievous upon them, as if three only of 
the ſix perſons were to pay the ſame ſum, becauſe 


to the three, the payments would amount to forty 


ſhillings apiece : but if in place of laying this fix 
pounds upon the three perſons, we were to lay 
twelve pounds upon the whole ſix perſons, would 


not the payments be then as grievous upon every 


one of the ſix perſons, as they were before upon 
every one of the three? becauſe in this caſe, every 
man of the ſix would be obliged to pay forty ſhil- 
lings, which is juſt as much as every one of the 
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three only was formerly obliged to pay: I hope 
in this caſe it will not be ſaid, that any one man 
of the ſix meets with any relief, unleſs it be that 
of ſeeing his neighbour as wretched as himſelf, 
Suppoſe again, that ſix pounds is to be paid by ſix 
men, worth about 12 /, apiece, we know that this 
would amount to twenty ſhillings apiece, which is 
a twelfth part of their whole eſtate : Theſe pay- 
ments may perhaps ſeem to be grievous upon theſe 
ſix men; and therefore in order to eaſe them, we 
find out ten other men, who are worth ſix pounds 
apiece, and 240 men who are worth a ſhilling a- 
piece, and we reſolve to make this great number 
of 256 men pay among them 12 J. each man ac- 
cording, to his eſtate; in this caſe there are 240 
men that muſt pay buta * apiece, this amounts 
to but 20 5. of the 12 J. there are other ten men 
who muſt pay but 10 6. apiece, this amounts to 
but 5 J. of the 12 J. and therefore the ſix men 


worth 12 J. apiece, muſt ſtill pay twenty ſhillings 


a man: So that the payments fall as grievouſly 
upon them as they did before, and are equally 
grievous upon every one of the other 150; for it 
is as grievous for a man that is worth but a ſhil- 
ling, to pay a penny, or for a man that is worth 
but 6 J. to pay 10 5. as it is upon a man worth 
12 J. to pay 205. In this caſe I am ſure that no 
man will pretend that any relief is granted to any 
one of the ſix men; and I am afraid this laſt caſe 
will be found to be too juſt a parallel to the caſe 
of laying on a ſalt-duty, in place of a ſhilling in 


the pound land tax, which is the caſe now before 


us. The caſe I have put has in this the advan- 
tage, that therein an exact proportion is obſerved ; 


but in the caſe before us, our rich landed gentle- 


men will meet with ſome preſent eaſe, for which 
the gentlemen of ſmall fortunes, and the poor ar- 
tificers and manufacturers muſt pay double what 
they ought to pay, if an exact proportion were to 
be obſerved. This 
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This tax upon ſalt is, my Lords, ſo far from 


being a juſt and equal tax, that it is the moſt un- 
* juſt, and the moſt oppreſſive tax that ever was ſet 
© on foot in this nation, To the public expence e- 


» 
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very man ought to pay according to the benefit 
he receives. In all caſes it is hard, it is cruel to 
tax the poor journeymen and day-labaurers, be- 
cauſe it is not to be preſumed, that they get any 
thing more than bare ſubſiſtence by their daily la- 
bour ; the profits that may be made, go all to the 
benefit of the maſter who employs them. He it 


is that has the whole benefit of their labour, and 


therefore he ought to pay the taxes. Any ſcheme 
for taxing of them is not only cruel, but it is im- 
practicable; becauſe if by ſuch taxes we enhance 
the price of the very neceſſaries of life, they can- 
not poſſibly ſubſiit upon the ſame wages they ſub- 
ſiſted on formerly, they muſt ſtarve, or otherwiſe 
their wages muſt be raiſed : and thus at laſt the 
maſter that employs them, muſt pay the taxes that 
are laid upon the poor he employs. This, my 
Lords, is a certain conſequence; and this is a con- 
ſequence that I am afraid has been ſeverely felt by 
the merchants and maſter tradeſmen of this nation. 
But this tax upon ſalt has ſomething in it more 
cruel, and more unjuſt than any other; becauſe 
the poor are thereby obliged to contribute more 
in proportion than the rich: We all know that 
there is but a ſmall number of the poor of this na- 
tion, that live in the families of the rich, moſt of 
thera live upon daily wages, and in little cottages 
of their own ; the chief art of their food is ſalt 
meat, and ſalt fiſh, and therefore we muſt con- 
clude that the poorer a man. is, the more he is ob- 
liged to contribute to the public expence, by the 
means of this duty upon falt, in ſo far at leaſt as re- 


* lates to his own perſonal conſumption.“ 


© The 


255 


236 


Earl of lay's 
© ſheech. 


6 
« 
C 
c 
c 
c 
0 
6 


* 
C 

6 

4 
(2 
o 
* 
4 


0 
6 
* 
0 
* 
4 
0 
£ 

C 
6 
0 
6 
0 
6 

0 
c 
[4 


6 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1732. 
The Earl of Lay then ſtood up, and ſpoke to the 


effect as follows. My Lords, I have heard a great 


miny hard names given to the bill now before us; 
but I am ſtill convinced that it does not deſerve 
any one of thoſe hard names by which ir has been 
diſtinguiſhed ; upon the contrary, it will, I be- 
lieve, appear to every man that examines narrow- 
ly into the truth of facts, that this bill is as good 
a bill as ever was brought into this houſe. As to 
his Majeſty's ſpeech, it 1s certainly a little irregu- 
lar to take ſo much notice of it in this houſe ; but 
all that his Majeſty meant by that ſpeech, was no 
more than that his ſubje&s ſhould be eaſed as ſoon, 
and as much as poſſible, and that thoſe who were 
moſt oppreſſed, ſhould be the firft to be relieved; 
he certainly did not mean to confine his Parlia- 
ment to the relieving of the artificers and manu- 
facturers, without regard to any of the reſt of the 
people ; he did not mean to confine us to any par- 
Beule ſet of people: His Majeſty underſtands 
too well our conſtitution, and has too great a re- 
gard for the preſervation thereof, to offer in ſuch 
a caſe to lay any reſtraint upon his Parliament. 
He, out of that love and affection which he has 
always ſhewn for his people, recommended the 
relieving of thoſe who were the moſt, heavily 
loaded ; but he left it intirely to his Parliament 
to conſider, and to determine who were the greateſt 
objects of compaſſion, what ſort of people ought 
to be the firſt to be relieved : and if we conſi- 
der the caſe of many a poor landed gentleman in 
this iſland, I believe it will eaſily appear that they 


are the greateſt objects of compaſſion, and are the 


firſt that ought to be relieved. This I believe I 
can eaſily make appear, but I ſhall firſt examing 
the moſt material objections I have heard made 
againſt the tax now propoſed to be revived. 
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I find, my Lords, that one of the chief objec- 


tions againſt this bill is drawn from thence, that 


they ſay it will give a moſt terrible increaſe of 
power to the crown, by the addition of ſuch a 
number of officers, who are all to be at the diſpo- 


* ſalof the crown, and muſt therefore be dependents, 
© nay downright ſlaves to the adminiſtration. Why 
« really, my Lords, if there were any the leaſt 
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ground for raiſing to ourſelves ſuch a frightful 
ſpectre, I ſhould be as much againſt this bill as 
any Lord in this houſe ; but when we examine 
into the hiſtory and circumſtances of our country, 
it will appear plain, that we have no occaſion to 
put ourſelves in ſuch frights, though a much grea- 
ter number of officers were to be added. We all 
have read at leaſt of a time when the crown had 
much more power than is by this bill to be put in- 
to their hands; they had once their court of 
wards and liveries, at the ſame time they had their 
court of ſtar- chamber, and they had beſides a great 
many other powers which they claimed as prero- 
gatives. Your Lordſhips muſt all know, that al- 
moſt every one of your eſtates were at that time 
under the power, and depended in a great mea- 
ſure upon the pleaſure of the crown. There were 
ſo many powers, privileges and prerogatives 
claimed, and moſt of them actually enjoyed, that 
there were but few rich landed gentlemen, who 
could aver, that the free and ſafe enjoyment of 
their eſtates did not depend upon the pleaſure and 
good - will of the King. There were few corpo- 
rations in Britain, who could ſay, that the enjoy- 
ment of their charters did not in a great meaſure 
depend upon the good-liking of their ſovereign. 
Our Kings were then as ambitious and as fond of 
arbitrary power, as any future King can poſſibly 
be; yet with all this power, no one of them could 
ever ſubvert or deſtroy the liberties of this nation. 
So far otherwiſe, that we found means to make 
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them give up all the illegal and extraordinary 
powers which they or their anceſtors had aſſumed 
© and by the happy revolution, we got the liberties 
and privileges of the people fully aſcertained, and 
firmly eſtabliſhed upon a laſting, I hope, an ever- 
© laſting foundation, if I may be allowed to ſay 
© ſo of any thing that is to endure as long as the 
* world endures, 

Even this very tax from which ſo dreadful 
© effects are now pretended to be apprehended, this 
very tax, I ſay, was laid on, and was made per- 
© petual in the reign of King William III. who was 
© the glorious preſerver of the liberties of this nation 
and of all Europe. We know that during all his 
© reign, the number of officers under the crown was 
of no ſervice to him with reſpect to any parlia- 
* mentary affairs; we know that he met with a 
© ſtrong and a continual oppoſition in Parliament, 
* ſuch an oppoſition as he was often obliged to give 
© way to, and that, even in things where it | ca 
© wards appeared plain that he was in the right. 
© Even the method of collecting this duty propoſed 
© by the bill now before us, was firſt introduced by 
* a miniſtry who had as much wiſdom, and as great 
© a regard for the liberties of their country, as any 
* miniſtry ever had; they were ſenſible of the great 
* frauds that were committed under the former me- 
© thod of raiſing it; and therefore they put it under 
the management of commiſſioners and officers par- 
* ticularly appointed for that purpoſe ; and the event 
© anſwered their expectations, for it then produced 
twice as much as it had ever done before. Yet 
© that very miniſtry, notwithſtanding of all the ſuc- 
© ceſles of their adminiſtration, notwithſtanding of 
their having carried the glory of England as high 
cas ever it was carried, and notwithſtanding of their 
having all the officers of the revenue, and of this 
© very duty among the reſt, as much at their beck 
as ever any miniſtry can be ſuppoſed to have; — 
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that miniſtry, I ſay, were not able to preſerve 
© themſelves in the adminiſtration any longer, than 
the nation had a mind they ſhould be continued; 
© nay, they could ſcarcely protect themſelves againſt 
the malice of their inveterate enemies: It plainly 
© appeared that their only ſafeguard conſiſted in 
© the wiſdom of their adminiſtration, and the un- 
* blemiſhed innocence of their behaviour. From 
© hence, my Lords, it mult appear, that there is not 
the leaſt danger to be apprehended from the bill 
© now before us. Thoſe jealouſies and fears that are 
© pretended, are really —_— but mere phantoms, 
and like the phantoms in 
© ſeem to be thrown in, to divert us from doing 
© what we ought. | 
As moſt of the other objections againſt this duty 
upon falt, are founded upon ſuppoſitions that can- 
not be granted, the anſwer to them will be very 
g eaſy. It is ſuppoſed, that this duty is grievous 
© upon the poor, and therefore it is ſaid, that it will 
©bea loſs to the landed intereſt, and may occaſion 
* tumults and inſurrectiens. Now this ſuppoſition 
© cannot be granted, we know the contrary from ex- 
© perience. This duty continued, and was chear- 
fully paid for above four and thirty years; the 
people were ſo little ſenſible of it, that they hard- 
* ly knew of any ſuch duty; and when it was taken 
© off, there was not a man in the nation that from 
* thence felt any relief. Upon its being taken off, 
© there were no rents raiſed, nor were the wages of 
© any ſervant or workmen lowered. Even by thoſe 
* who were at the pains to make calculations of 
* what ſalt they might conſume in a year, it was 
© found, that they had only about a groat or ſix- 
© pence to ſpend in a year more than they had be- 
fore; and this could not be diſcovered, but by 
© thoſe who could and did make ſuch nice calcula- 


tions; and how few there are of ſuch, we may eaſily 


imagine. 
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There is another ſuppoſition made, that this 
< duty will produce above twice as much as it really 
© does; that above the double of that ſum which 
< comes in to the uſe of the public, will be raiſed 
upon the people. This ſuppoſition is founded up- 
on the great difference that there always was, be- 
© tween the groſs and net produce of this duty: But, 
© my Lords, it is well known, that many conſider- 
© able articles were always charged to the groſs pro- 
£ duce, which never were really produced, nor ever 
< paid by any man in the nation. There were great 
< quantities of ſalt entered, which were afterwards 
© exported ; there were great quantities of ſalt like- 
© wiſe entered, which were afterwards employed in 
© the curing of fiſh for exportation: Though the 
< duties upon all ſuch quantities of ſalt were charged 
upon the entering thereof, to the groſs produce of 
< theſalt duty, yet no ſuch duties were ever really 
produced; they never were paid by any man 
« eee Thoſe who entered ſuch ſalt, gave 
© bond, or were charged on the books as debtors, 
© for the duties on ſuch ſalt; and as ſoon as they 
© made it appear, that the ſalt was exported, or that 
< it had been employed in the curing of fiſh for ex- 
c portation, their bonds were delivered up, or they 
< were entered upon . the books as creditors, for as 
large a ſum as they had been entered debtors for, 
© on account of that ſalt, By deducting all ſuch ar- 
< ticles. as theſe from the groſs produce, we ſhall find 
< that there never was a much larger ſum really rai- 
< ſed upon the people, than that which came net in- 
to the public revenue: and therefore this ſuppoſi- 
c tion, and all the calculations founded thereon muſt 
© be wrong. 

© As to what is ſaid, my Lords, in relation to 
the ſubjects of North Britain, there never was ei- 
ther a favour or an injury deſigned to be done to 
them by this bill; there never was any partiality 
intended to be ſhewn to them : They are, by the 
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« articles of the Union, to pay no more towards the 
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« ſalt duty, than what is to be charged upon them 


by the bill now before us. And this tax is, by 
experience, known to be ſo eaſy a tax upon the 
people of that country, that I am perſuaded, eve- 
ry man in the country will chuſe to be ſubject to 
this, rather than to any other tax whatſoever. I 
do not doubt indeed, but the people of that coun- 


try, as well as the people of other countries, 


would chuſe to pay no tax, rather than to pay the 
ſmalleſt tax that ever was laid on; and therefore 
thoſe in that country, who have no land eftates, 
would without doubt chuſe to have a land tax, 
rather than a ſalt tax; it is the ſame in this 
country; it will eternally be the ſame in all coun- 
tries. But this, I am ſure, can have no weight 
with any of your lordſhips. 

© This leads me naturally to conſider the hard- 
ſhips of the land tax, and the diſtreſſes of the land- 
ed gentlemen ; and here indeed I have good rea- 
ſon to make uſe of all thoſe hard names againft 
the land-tax bill, which have been ſo plentifully 
beſtowed upon the bill now before us. We all 
know what a ſmall proportion the landed gentle- 
men of this nation bear to the reſt of the people; 
we all know what a great number of rich mer- 
chants, tradeſmen, ſtock-holders, money-lenders, 
and other ſorts of people there are in this nation, 
who have no land eſtate, or but a very ſmall land 
eſtate, in proportion to their other eſtates : None 
of thoſe pay a farthing, or but a mere trifle, to- 
wards the land tax. I am ſure I do not make a 


© computation too favourable for the landed intereſt, 
© when 1 ſay, that all thoſe that are poſſeſſed of 


any land eſtate taken together, do not make above 


a hundredth part of the people of this nation; and 


© yet I may — ſay, there has been raiſed up- 
Don them, only fo 
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at leaſt one third part of the publick eXpence 
yearly, taking one year with another : The land 
taxes that have been raiſed within theſe forty years, 
will, l am convinced, amount to one third part 
of the whole money that has been raiſed within 
that time, for the public uſe. Beſides which, 
the land-holders have contributed their full ſhare 
to every other tax that has been laid upon the 
people. How iniquitous, how unjuſt is this, to 
make a hundredth part of our people pay, by 
means of one tax which falls upon them only, a 
third part of the public expence, beſides their 
ſhare of all other taxes: But this is not all; even 
among the landed gentlemen themſelves, how un- 
equally is the land tax divided ? There are ſome 
whoſe eſtates are rated to the land tax at the full 
value, they pay a ſhilling in the pound for every 
ſhilling land tax that is laid on ; there are others 
whoſe eſtates are rated to the land tax at about 
a half only of the real value; they pay but a ſix- 
pence, when their neighbours pay a ſhilling ; and 


there are a great many who pay but a groat 
becauſe their lands are rated to the land tax, but 


at one third of the real value. How can this be 
reconciled to that juſtice and equality which ought 
to be obſerved, as to the impoſing of taxes upon 
the people ? 

« Suppoling, my Lords, that we could make e- 
very man contribute to the public annual charge, 
according to the rents or the profits he has yearly 
coming in from his eſtate, or from his trade and 
buſineſs ; this, indeed, would be the moſt equi- 
table way of laying on taxes, if it could be done ; 
but even in this view we ſhall find, that the land- 
ed intereſt has, for theſe forty years, by means of 
the land tax only, paid near twice their propor- 
tional ſhare, The Kos of England were never 
reckoned to bring in above ten millions a year, 
according to the rates of the land taxz but be- 
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cauſe they may be undervalued, we ſhall reckon 
that they bring in twenty millions a year : We 
muſt however from thence deduct what is paid 
yearly by the landed gentlemen, for the intereſt of 
the mortgages upon their eſtates, for repairs and 
the like, and what they loſe by the bankruptcy of 
their tenants z it has always been computed, that 
the mortgages upon the land eſtates in England a- 
mout to 20,000,000/. the intereſt of this ſum at 
5 per cent. is one million yearly ; and allowing that 
all the other deductions amount to another million, 
we cannot reckon the income of rents of all the 
land-holders in England to amount to above 18 
millions a year. The whole people of this nation 
at the loweſt computation are reckoned to amount 
to 8 millions; of theſe there is a hundredth part, 
that is 80,000, that are land-holders; but admit- 
ting their number to be 100,000, there muſt then 
be 7,900,000 perſons in this nation, that have no 
land eſtate; and ſuppoſing them to ſpend in a 
year in victuals, drink, clothes, diverſions and all 
incident charges, but 12 J. a year, one with ano- 
ther, which J am ſure is the loweſt computation 
that can be made; their yearly expence, and con- 
ſequently their yearly income, will amount to very 
near 95 millions, which js above five times the in- 
come of the landed intereſt, And yet we have been 
ſo unjuſt, as to make the landed intereſt pay for 
above theſe 40 yedrs, a tax which is laid upon 
them only, and which has amounted to at leaſt a 
third of the whole public expence, beſides their 
equal ſhare of all other taxes, . 

This unequal load, which has ſo long been laid 
upon the landed intereſt of this kingdom, is the 
more grievous, that many of our landed eſtates are 


8 . loaded with mortgages; there are many 


landed gentlemen in this nation who have the ap- 


* pearance of a great eſtate, and yet have but a poor 
reſidue coming in for 7 ſupport of their families, 
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© after the intereſt upon their mortgages, and the 
taxes are all paid: Let us conſider, my Lords, 
that by lay ing an additional ſhilling upon the land, 
ve perhaps take from many gentlemen in Britain 


the only ſupport they have left for their poor fami- 


lies. The gentlemen of land eſtates are generally 
* of old families, their families have perhaps for 
many years been conſiderable in the countries where 
© they live, they muſt maintain the character and 
© the dignity of their families, they muſt provide 
large fortunes for their children, or they muſt charge 
their eſtates with new mortgages for that purpoſe, 
* By continuing thus to overcharge them, we ſhall 
© make them all become dependent upon the crown; 
© this will add a power to the crown that we 
* ought to be much more afraid of, than of adding 
© a few neceſſary officers for collecting the public 
revenue. Upon conſidering theſe things, my 


© Lords, we may eaſily judge which is the moſt ini- 


© quitous, which is the moſt dangerous, a high land- 
© tax, or this duty upon ſalt. Whoever conſiders 
© theſe things, mult ſoon reſolve to agree to the bill 
© now before us. 


After theſe and ſeveral other ſpeeches were made 
upon this occaſion, the queſtion was put for com- 
mitting the bill, and it was carried for the com- 


* 


Upon the 29th day of March, the order of the 
day being read for the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
committee on the ſalt bill, the right honourable the 
Earl of Shaftesbury preſented a petition from ſeveral 
merchants, maſters and owners of ſhips, &c. in the 
town of Liverpool, ſetting forth, that the reviving of 
the ſalt tax would be a very great prejudice to them 
in their trade and fiſhery, and particularly that the 
importation of herrings from Scotland would be the 
ruin of that trade among them, by which a great 
many 


TE 
NF 
2575 
* 
LS) 
18 
y Wh 
Ag 5 
wo) 
3 
9 
FF 
N. 
K+, { 
2 Fr 
4 
wh 
#F1 
0-2 EE 
2 
Lk 
EN: | 
+ 9 
F * 
E * 
. 


_ r 
CEL 9 
„c 


2 2 > 


3 a wm. wo 


* 


1 7 
w * 


© | IF. WO, A CY. 7 IJ - 5 WW 


To Wo awe 


2 


W 


P 
... os tt. ont 


1 
L 
3 
* 4 
Dx. 
Wes 
M 
* 3 
2 
1 5 
FRY! 
2272 
** 
425 
5 
* 
J 
2 7 
* * * 
£1 
2 
. 4 
Ws 
"> 
4 
av 
Pat; 
* 
478 
4 
CL ES 
wo 
1 
L a 
« 
5 * 
8 
15 
= 


A. 1732. DEBATES. 


many poor families, who then lived by that trade, 
would be brought upon the pariſh. 

Immediately after the reading of this petition, the 
right honourable the Lord Delawar preſented a pe- 
tion in the name of the mayor, aldermen, and moſt 
conſiderable merchants of the ſame town of Lzver- 
pool, repreſenting that they had been informed, that 
upon the 29th of that month, being Sunday, ſeveral 
perſons had privately and clandeſtinely ſigned a pe- 
tition to be preſented to their Lordſhips, againſt re- 
viving the ſalt duty; but that they were of opinion, 
that neither the reviving of that duty, nor any clauſe 
in the bill that had been brought in for that purpoſe, 
could be prejudicial to them, or to any perſon in that 
town, or, as they believed, in any other part of 
England; and that therefore they would moſt readily 
and willingly acquieſce in whatever their Lordſhips 
ſhould pleaſe to do in'that affair, Whereupon the 
firſt petition was rejected. 

After which the Earl of Shafteſbury moved, that 
there might be an inſtruction to the committee for re- 
ceiving a clauſe, That ſalt employed in the improve- 
ment of land ſhould be exempted from paying any 
duty; upon which the queſtion being put, it was car- 
ried in the negative, 74 againſt 21, 


The Lord Gower moved for an inſtruction, that 
falt imployed in victualling of ſhips ſhould be ex- 
empted from the duty; which was alſo carried in 
the negative, 75 againſt 21, 


And the Lord Bathurſt moved for an inſtruction, 
That no ſalt officer ſhould be a returning officer, or 
have any vote at, or be allowed to intermeddle ſo as 
to influence the election of any member of Parlia- 
ment; which was likewiſe carried in the negative, 


71 againſt 21, 


Then 
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'Then it was moved to adjourn, which was carried 
in the negative, 71 againſt 21, 


After this the bill was read diſtinctly throughout, 
by which time it being fix o'clock, it was thought 
too late to enter upon the debate, and therefore it 
was adjourned till next day. 


Next day the houſe reſolved itſelf again into a 
committee upon the ſaid bill, when the right honour- 
able the Lord Carteret moved, That the laſt clauſe 
of the act of the 5th and 6th of Villiam and Mary, 
intitled, An act for granting to their Majeſties certain 
rates and duties upon ſalt, and upon Beer, ale, and other 
liquors, for ſecuring certain recompences, &c. might be 
read; and the ſame being accordingly read, he mo- 
ved, That the opinion of the judges might be aſked, 
Whether or no that clauſe was — by the bill 
then before them? But it being inſiſted upon by ſe- 
veral Lords, that it was not proper to put the que- 
ſtion in thoſe terms, becauſe that clauſe never having 
been repealed, it was not therefore neceſſary to re- 
vive it by any expreſs clauſe for that purpoſe in the 
bill then before them; after ſome debate about the 
form and method of ſtating the — it was a- 
greed to be put to the effect as follows, viz, Whe. 
ther any member of the houſe of Commons could 
directly or indirectly be concerned in the farming, 
collecting, or managing the duties to be revived by 
the bill then before them? To which the anſwer was, 
That they could not. In this committee many ex- 
cellent ſpeeches both for and againſt the bill were 
made, and the queſtion being afterwards put for 
reading it a third time, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, 79 againſt 26. 


Next day the bill was accordingly read the third 
time, whereupon there was again a warm 
an 
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1 and moſt eloquent ſpeeches made upon both ſides of 
the queſtion: Particularly the Lord Carteret ſaid; 


„ *< That that being the laſt opportunity he ſhould Lord Carte- 
t | <« probably have of offering any thing againſt that — 
dill, he could not let that opportunity ſlip without 
deeclaring his opinion againſt a bill, which was, as 
* © he thought, the worſt bill that had ever been 
brought before that houſe, It was, he ſaid, a moſt 
. © *« inſidious bill; there was a ſnake in the graſs, 
which, if they did not cruſh, would, if he might | 
© beallowed to uſe ſcripture-terms, bruiſe the heel of it 
the conſtitution, and conſequently of their Lord- f 
© ſhips. That he would not repeat what he had be- 1 
fore ſaid, but he thought he had proved, that it | 
vas contrary to the intereſt of England, contrary 
© to the intereſt of Scotland; deſtructive to the land 
© intereſt z deftructive to the trading intereſt; and, 
* what was worſt of all, that it would ruin the con- 4 
© ſtitution,? 


To this it was anſwered, * That there was no ar- Anſwer 
* gument that had been brought for proving any eto. 
thing againſt the bill, but what had been fully an- 
* ſwered and refuted : That if there was any ſnake 
© in the graſs, it was in the oppoſition that had 
© been made to that bill; for that there had been no 
 * reaſon publicly given, that could give any colour 
br pretence for making ſo ſtrong an oppoſition to 
td that bill, which in its own nature was one of the 
moſt juſt, one of the moſt compaſſionate, and one 
 * of the moſt neceſſary bills, that had ever been 
© brought before that houſe : That the very deſign 
of that bill was to preſerve the land intereſt, with- 
© out the preſerving of which, neither our trade nor 
our ———— could long ſubſiſt. 


5 £2 - : 8 * — 2 #4 * 5 7 jr " 222 7 4 
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At laſt the queſtion was put for paſſing the bill, 
which was carried in the affirmative, 


When 
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When the Lords were to go into the committee 
upon this bill, the following proteſts were entered 
againſt the ſeveral negative reſolutions then made, 
VIZ, 


Die Mercurii, 29 Martii, 1732. 
HE order of the day being read, for the houſe 
to be put into a committee of the whole houſe 
upon the bill, intitled, An act for reviving the duties 
en ſalt for the term therein mentioned: 


Moved, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid com- 
mittee, that they do receive a clauſe to exempt all 


ſalt uſed for manuring of land from the duties laid 
by the ſaid bill. 


After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon ; and 


it was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient. 
Abingdon. 


the time the duties upon ſalt were taken off, 


proviſion deſigned by this inſtruction, there muſt be 


a total ſtop put to all improvements of that nature: 
and we are convinced, that in a few years the lands 
of England might have been raiſed, by the uſe of | 


this manure, more than double what this tax will 


produce to the government. And we apprehend, | 
this is a very improper time to check the induſtry |. 
of the people, and prevent their domeſtic improve- | 
ments; ſince, we fear, the national wealth is not 
likely to be increaſed at this time by any foreign 
commerce, 


| 1 it has been found by experience, during 
that great improvements have been made in ſeveral | 
parts of the kingdom by uſing falt in manuring of | 
land; but by the revival of thoſe duties, without the 
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© F Scarſaale, We Strafford, Sbaftesbury, 
a 7JTarrington, (ham, Boyle, Litchfield, 
1 Winchelſea and Votting- Bathurſt, Suffolk, 
Coventry, | Maſham, Gower, 
Bridgewater, Northampton, Tweedale, 
Carteret, Briſtol, Ker. 
C 1 
e Moved, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid com- 
mittee, that they do receive a clauſe to exempt, from 


the duties laid by the bill, all home-made ſalt uſed 
in victualling of ſhips, | 
- After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon ; 
and it was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient, 

Firſt, N Ecauſe the duties to be laid by this bill, on 

all home-made ſalt uſed in victualling of 
ſhips, increaſe the expence of the royal navy, and is 
a heavy burden upon the trade and navigation of the 
kingdom, and will very ſenſibly affe& the merchants, 
already under great difficulties, by reaſon of the decay 
8 of trade, and the many grievous loſſes they have ſuſ- 
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1, : tained, and hardſhips they have undergone by de- 
al pPredations, ſeizures, and confiſcations, too ſeverely 
of felt by moſt of the traders of Great Britain, and too 
publicly known, to be doubted of. 
k | 
e: Secondly, Becauſe this duty upon our home-made 
de ſalt, muſt occaſion many of our merchants to victual 
of their ſhips abroad, to the diminution of the national 
ill wealth, and to the great detriment of the landed in- 
d, tereſt of this kingdom. | 
ry: Strafford, Scarſdale, Litchfield, 
C-': Winchelſea and Notting- Shaftesbury, Bridgewater, 
ot  Tweedale, (ham, Boyle, Gower, 
el Py Suffolk, Coventry, Maſbam, 
Briſtol, Bathurſk, Warrington, 
{| Ker, | Carteret, Northampton, 
1 


— Moved. 
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Moved, That it be an inſtruction to the ſame 
committee, that they do receive a clauſe to reſtrain 
any perſon, during the time he ſhall be concerned, 
or employed in the charging, collecting, levy ing, or 
managing any of the duties to be granted by the bill, 
from being a returning officer, or voting, or influ- 
encing any elector to vote in elections of members to 
ſerve in Parliament, 


After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon ; 
and it was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient. 
Abingdon, 

Firſt, D Ecauſe the officers employed in the cuſtoms, 
in the exciſe, in other branches of the re- 
venues, and in other parts of the public ſervices, are 
already vaſtly numerous; they compoſe, in effect, a 
ſecond ſtanding army; and are, perhaps, in ſome re- 
ſpects more dangerous than that body of men proper- 
ly ſo called; the influence which they have in elections 
of members to ſerve in Parliament, has been too often 
felt, to be denied: And, we preſume, that examples 
are not hard to find, where the military forces have 
been withdrawn, to create the appearance of a free 
election, and the ſtanding civil forces of this kind, 
have been ſent to take this freedom away. Should 
we ſuffer this invaſion on the freedom of election to 
continue, much more to increaſe, it will be eaſy, in 
our opinion, to demonſtrate, that one vital principle 
of our preſent conſtitution, and the freedom of the 
Britiſh government, muſt be loſt, ſince the houſe of 
commons might, indeed, afterwards be a repreſenta- 
tive of an adminiſtration, or of one ſingle miniſter z 
but could no longer be a true repreſentative of the 
people. We think ourſelves obliged therefore to 

oppofe the growth of ſo great an evil upon eve 
occaſion ; and we apprehend, that every increaſe 
of ſuch officers of the revenue, as this bill imports, 
| is, 
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is, ſtrictly, ſuch an occaſion; ahd therefore we 
think the inſtruction ſhould have been agreed to, 
that we might not add to that evil, which, we con- 
ceive, is already too great. 


Secondly, Becauſe from the very inſtitution of Par- 
liaments, at leaſt from the time when they began to 
be compoſed and held in the manner, and for all the 
purpoſes they now are, the principal aim of the ene- 
mies of public liberty has been, to enable the crown 
to govern without them, or to corrupt their mem- 
bers, or to deſtroy the freedom of their elections. 
From the ſame time we may date the conſtant care 
which has been taken by the friends of public liber- 
ty, to ward off thoſe ſeveral dangers; and the laws 
which appear in our ſtatute books, for regulating e- 
lections for members to ſerve in Parliament, as well 
as the qualification of the electors, and the elected, 
are ſtanding monuments, which ſhew how early thoſe 
dangers began, and that the oppoſition to them be- 
gan as early. The form of our government, as it 
has been ſettled ſince the revolution, leaves no longer 
room to apprehend the firſt attempts mentioned: 
The wiſdom of this houſe has ſeemed, by rejecting 
the penſion bill three times ſueceſſively, to think the 
laws already in force ſufficient to prevent the ſe- 
cond. But the third muſt, in our opinion, be looked 
upon to be a growing danger, and to require ex- 
treme watchfulneſs againſt the conſequences of it, as 
long as the many heavy taxes, and the preſent ma- 
nagement of the public revenues keep in all parts of 
the nation, ſuch an exorbitant number of receivers, 
ſuperviſors, collectors, and other tax- gatherers, who 
are maintained by the people, but are ſolely directed 
by the treaſury. The ſtate of property, and the na- 
ture of tenures antiently, the real as well as pretended 
prerogatives in times more modern, gave to the 
crown, among other influences, a very great one in 


the elections of members of Parliament: Thanks be 


to 
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to God, and to the virtue of our forefathers; this 
ſtate of property is altered, theſe tenures are abo- 
liſhed, and theſe prerogatives are either taken away 
or limited, defined and fixed by law; there will re- 
main therefore no means of deſtroying the freedom 


of elections, except thoſe of corruption, which, we 


hope, may be render'd ineffectual by the law to which 
this houſe conſented two ſeſſions ago, to the intire 
ſatisfaction of the whole nation; unleſs the dangers 
we are apprehenſive of ſhould ariſe, by eſtabliſhing 
ſuch augmentations of the number of officers em- 
ployed in the revenue, without reſtrictions to pre- 
vent them from being returning officers, or voting, 
or influencing any elector or vote, in future elections. 

Thirdly, Becauſe we 2 that if ſuch aug- 
mentations, without the aforeſaid cautions, are ſuf- 
fered to be made, greater danger will ariſe, from 
this new influence, to the freedom of election, and 
by conſequence to the conſtitution of our govern- 
ment, than ever did ariſe when prerogative was car- 
ried to the utmoſt height, and the influence of the 
crown was the moſt ſeverely felt and complained of. 
We apprehend, that this exorbitant number of offi- 
cers may, one time or other, effect the deſtruction 
of thoſe liberties, for the preſervation of which the 
taxes were given, which theſe officers are employed 
to collect. We apprehend, that by conſenting to 
the increaſe of theſe officers, without reſtriction, we 
ſhall contribute to ſuch an influence as may prove 
more fatal to liberty than any of thoſe which were 
formerly acquired; becauſe it will be the effect of a 
Parliamentary eſtabliſhment, and will make its way 
the more ſurely, by making it, indirectly, ſecretly, 
and ſilently. 


Strafford, Scarſdale, Shaftesbury, 
Warrington, Briſtol, Bathurſt, 


Litchfield, Boyle, Suffolk, 
Coventry, 
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Coventry, Maſbam, Bridgewater, 
Tweedale, Winchelſea and Notting- Ker, 
Gower, Carteret, (ham, Northampton. 


And upon paſſing of this bill, the following pro- protet a- 
teſt was entered. gainſ paſſing 


Die Veneris, 31 Martii, 1732. 
O DIE 3 vice lecta eſt billa, intitled, An 


act for reviving the duties on ſalt, for the term 
therein mentioned. 


After debate, the queſtion was put, Whether this 
bill ſhall paſs, 


It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient. 

Abingdon. 
Firſt, D Ecauſe this tax hath been found, by long 
experience, to be moſt grievous tothe ſub- 
ject; tor which reaſon the Parliament lately, upon 
the recommendation of his Majeſty from the throne, 
choſe to repeal this, as the moſt oppreſſive part of 
the ſinking fund, for the eaſe and relief of the ſub- 
jet. It may therefore ſeem very extraordinary, 
that in ſo ſhort time, before the people have received 
much benefit from it, in a time of peace, and with- 
out any neceſſity (that appears to us) and when the 
ſupply might be raiſed with leſs charge and inconve- 
nience, within the year, we ſhould have recourſe to 
a tax too odious and oppreſſive to be continued, even 

for the payment of the national debt. 


Secondly, Becauſe we have reaſon to believe, the 
Parliament would not have cut off ſuch a branch of 
the ſinking fund (which has been eſteemed ſo ſacred 
and neceſſary) if it could have been thought, that it 


could ever have been applied to any other uſe; and 
Vor. X. T it 
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it may give cauſe to apprehend, that the reſt of the 
ſinking fund may, by the ſame means, and to the 
ſame purpoſes, be occaſionally diminiſhed, till it is 
reduced too low to ſatisfy the public creditors, and 
diſcharge the immenſe debts of the nation; which 
opinion (if it ſhould once prevail) would effectually 
deſtroy the public credit, and involve the King and 
kingdom in inextricable difficulties. 


Thirdly, Becauſe this tax, inſtead of being applied 
to the paying of our debts, occaftons the increaſe of 
them; and inſtead of raiſing the ſupply within the 
year, (which is always moſt eligible, even in time of 
war, if it can be done; and which method, if it had 
been taken at firſt and purſued, had left the nation 
free and unincumbered to us and our poſterity) we 
now mortgage the revenue in time of peace, and for 
a term of years, though but a ſhort one, but what the 
people, notwithſtanding, may apprehend will be con- 
tinued, and be made a precedent in all ſupplies for 
the future: which method of anticipating the reve- 
nue, muſt neceſſarily weaken the government, by 
depriving it of the means neceſfary for its ſupport, 
in caſe of any ſudden emergency of war, or other 
public calamity ; and, in conſequence, throw all 
the weight of the public expence upon the landed in- 
tereſt, which will pay dear for the relief of one ſhil- 
ling in the pound only in this year's land tax, 


 Fourthly, Becauſe it is liable to frauds and great 
deductions, which make the real produce into the 
Exchequer little, though it raiſes much upon the peo- 

le, and is a great diſcouragement to the fiſhery, a 
— upon the trade and navigation of the kingdom. 


Fifthly, Becauſe, it is not only a great bunden to 
the land eſtates, and particularly to the grazing- 
farms, but even a prohibition to all improvements of 


land in thoſe parts where ſalt is uſed for manure. 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Becauſe as this exciſe is propoſed without 
any apparent neceſſity or convenience to the public, 
or even any real advantage (as is ſuggeſted) to the 
landed intereſt, it muſt neceſſarily create a jealouſy 
in the people, that it is a ſtep and introduction to a 
more general one, than which nothing can be more 
odious and dreaded, but a ſtanding army, that muſt 
neceſſarily attend the execution of it, 


Seventhly, Becauſe Scotland being charged only 
with one ſhilling per buſhel on ſalt, which is not a 
third part of the duty, introduceth an inequality in 
trade, contrary to that which ſeems eſtabliſhed by 
the articles of the Union, and tends to the keeping 
up invidious diſtinctions between the two parts of 


the united kingdom : It may juſtly be doubted, if 


the exemption from this duty at the time of the U- 
nion, is a ſufficient reaſon for the like now, ſince 
the duty was appropriated to the debts of England 
contracted before, and 1s now revived for the current 
ſervice of this year; yet, under the appearance of 
favour, the people of Scotland will, at leaft, pay in 
three years, the full ſum of 24,672 J. for the ſaving 
of the one fhilling in the land tax, in the current 
year, amounting to leſs than 12,000 J. So that Scot- 


land, inſtead of being eaſed by this bill, is doubly 
loaded, and reſtrained in her trade, upon account 
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of this diſtinction, and all the bounties upon expor- 
tation, payable now there by law, are rendered pre- 
carious; and conſequently this tax ſhould not, in our 
opinions, have been impoſed. 


Eigbibly, Becauſe the ſubjects are laid under grie- 
vous penalties by this bill ; the incurring of which 
cannot, in many caſes, be prevented, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſtricteſt care; whereby the moſt innocent 


may be ſubjected to the diſcretion and mercy of the 


commiſſioners and officers of the revenue, wherein 
the greateſt partiality may be exerciſed, 
'T*S Ninthly, 
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Nin!hly, Becauſe all taxes which require a multi- 
tude of officers to be employed in collecting them, 


and which give thereby, both occaſion and pretence 


to quarter numbers of uſeleſs ſubjects on the labour 


and induſtry of others, become ſo chargeable and 


oppreſſive, that they are hardly borne in the moſt ar- 


| bitrary governments; and that they ſeem repugnant 


read in the 
houſe of 
Lords. 


to the very nature of a government conſtituted like 
ours. The ſole expence of levying this tax, added 
to the intereſt which muſt be paid for loans made 
on the credit of it, will appear, on a fair calcula- 
tion, ſufficient to diſcharge, in a competent number 


of years, the principal and intereſt of the whole ſum 


for which the ſupply is given. In point of good 
huſbandry therefore, we think, that a tax of this 
nature ſhould be rejected in any country, where rea- 
ſon is not ſubdued by force, and where private will 
has not heen yet received for law. But in a limited 
monarchy, like this of Great Britain, where the 
powers of the conſtitution are divided and balanced, 
and yet the whole executive power is intruſted to 
the prince, we apprehend, that theſe frequent and 
great augmentations of the number of officers ap- 
pointed, directed and paid by the authority of the 
crown, though employed in collecting and managing 
revenues, which are no part of the revenue of the 
crown, ought to be eſteemed dangerous to public 


liberty; and for that ſuperior reaſon to be eternally 
avoided. 


Bridgewater, Tweedale, Scarſdale, 


Shafteſbury, Strafford, Warrington, 
Carteret, Northampton, Litchfield, 
Bathurſt, Gower, Tadcaſter, 
Coventry, Ker, Briſtol. 2 


Mincbelſea and Nottingham, 


We gave an account before of the penſion bill's 
having been paſſed in the houſe of Commons, nd 
1 | ordere 
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ordered to be carried up to the houſe of Lords. 
That bill was accordingly carried up, and having 
been read the firſt time in that houſe upon the 17th 
day of February, a warm debate enſued. 


After reading the bill, the Lord Delawar ſtood Lord Pe- 
up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows. My Lords, — 
« I find that the bill which has been now read to 
your Lordſhips, is to the very ſame purpoſe, and 
* almoſt in the very ſame words with = which has 
already been twice refuſed by your Lordſhips ; 
* and therefore I cannot but look upon the ſending 
© up of ſuch a bill as an indignity offered to this 
© houſe, for which reaſon I mult be of opinion, that 


* the bill ought to be rejected.” 


The Earl of Strafford ſpoke to the following ef- x. of 
fect. It is very true, my Lords, that a bill to the f 
« ſame purport, and almoſt in the very ſame words 
© with the bill now before us, has been twice ſent 
© up, and as often refuſed by this houſe : But we 
© muſt remember that the bill never came the length 
of a committee. If your Lordſhips had laſt year 
thought fit to take the bill then ſent to you, under 
your conſideration in a committee, the ſeveral 
* clauſes thereof would have been particularly exa- 

* mined, and it would have been known what were 
the clauſes or words which your Lordſhips took 
exception to; but as no ſuch thing was done, the 

* gentlemen of the other houſe could not know how 
to amend the bill, or what alterations they ſhould 
make: for which reaſon I muſt think that the 
* ſending up of this bill in the ſame words with the 

© farmer, is ſhewing the utmoſt reſpect to this houſe, 

© by leaving it intirely to your Lordſhips to alter 
and amend the bill in ſuch manner as you ſhall 

l Judge proper. . 


Corruption, my Lords, is an evil that has been 
always thought to be of a moſt pernicious conſe- 
1 © quence, 
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* quence, and therefore there have been many acts 
* of Parliament made for preventing it: In the very 
act of ſettlement there is a clauſe for this end; in 
the reign of Queen Anne there were ſeveral regula- 
tions made for the ſame purpoſe; and in the very 
* firſt Parliament of his late Majeſty, there was an 
© aft made for preventing the effects of this dan- 
* gerous evil. This ſhews, that the bringing in of 
* {uch bills as the bill now before us, was never 
thought to be doing any injury to the crown; on 
the contrary, the honour and ſafety of the crown 
* depends upon the honour and integrity of the mem- 
bers of Parliament, and therefore we can never 
* preſume that the crown will be againſt any mea- 
< fure that can be propoſed for preventing any illegal 
© and corrupt influence upon any of the members 


of either houſe. One deſign of bringing this bill 


Vifcount 
Folmouth's 
ſpeech. 


in, and paſling it in the other houſe, was to wipe 
off any ſuſpicion of corruption, that there might be 
* againſt them: Do not let us, my Lords, deprive 


them of the only means they have of convincing 
the world, that there is no ſuch thing among them. 
If there be any word, if there be any clauſe in this 


bill, that may ſeem to be of bad conſequence, your 
s Lordſhips may amend it, or you may leave it out. 
»An objection againſt any particular clauſe, may 
be a reaſon for altering or amending the bill, but 
* it'never can' be a reaſon for throwing it out alto- 
« gether ; I ſhall therefore be, my Lords, for or- 


* dering it to be read a ſecond time, that we may 
have an opportunity of conſidering it ſeriouſly, 
and making ſuch amendments as ſhall be thought 


proper.“ 


The Viſcount Falmouth faid in ſubſtance; My 


Lords, the bill now before us bears a very ſpecious 
title or preamble; from the firſt view thereof one 
* would be apt to conclude, that ſomething very 


* beneficial for this nation were intended; but upon 
j „ 3 


a 


$ 


2 
4 
: 
&] 
or 
* 
E. 
ul 
4 
5 
* 
* 
N 
* 
2 
4 
8 
15 
N 7 
= 
by 
5 
2 
4 
3 
* 
* 
_ 


R 


E " Þ E 
_ 8 A . Fd 
- 5 =>. 1 * 7 ED 
OO. EL SI IT YES TE.” r * r 
* tho ‚ 1 A • 


A. 1732. DEBATES. 


a more ſerious peruſal, we find, that at bottom 
there is really nothing intended, that can in the 
© leaſt contribute to the public good. We all know, 
my Lords, how ſome motions come ta be made, 
© and how ſome bills come to be brought into the 
other houſe. Such bills as this now before us, are 
often brought in by Yould-be-miniſters, that is, by 
© gentlemen who affect popularity, and ſet them- 
© ſelves up as protectors of the liberties of the peo- 
ple, and under that pretence encourage and pro- 
© mote faction and diſcontent, in order thereby to 
© raiſe themſelves to be the chief men in the admini- 
* ſtration of the public affairs of the nation. I ſhall 
© always be ready to join in any reaſonable meaſures 
for inſuring the liberties and privileges of the 
people; and if any attempts were making againſt 
them, I ſhould be as ready as any man to concert 
© meaſures for ſhortening the arms of the crown : 
But, my Lords, when I find that no attempts are 
* made by the crown, againſt the liberties of the 
people; when I find that the popular cries for li- 
© berty are raiſed and ſpirited up only by the factious 
© and the diſcontented, I ſhall! never be for dimi- 
* niſhing the power of the crown, eſpecially when 
© I ſee that it has but juſt enough to ſupport itſclf 
© againſt the factious and the diſaffected. I remem- 
© ber, my Lords, that a noble Lord put the queſ- 
© tion laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, when this very affair 
© was before the houſe, How the Pretender would 
* defire one to vote in the caſe then before us? If 
* the ſame queſtion were now again to be put, I be- 
* lieve the proper anſwer would be, That he would 
* defire us to vote for the bill now before us. I do 
not doubt, but that he would be for diminiſhing 
* his Majeſty's power of rewarding thoſe who ſhould 
* happen to merit well of their country by a zea- 
© lous and hearty oppoſition to him and his faction. 
hope, my Lords, that there will always be men 
© of honour and integrity enough in this country to 

T 4 defend 
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defend us againſt that faction, or any faction, with- 
* out the hopes or expectation of a reward; but if 


it ſhould be found neceſſary for our defence, to 


give rewards to many of thoſe who aſſiſted in the 
protecting of the government againſt faction, I 
* would rather chuſe that the government ſhould 
© have it in its power, to give rewards to thoſe that 
contributed to the preſerving of us, than that the 
factious ſhould have it in their power, to give re- 
* wards to thoſe that aſſiſted them in the deſtroyin 

* of us. The methods propoſed by the bill now 
before us, are ſo far from being proper methods 
for preventing bribery and corruption, that I am 


afraid they will give ſuch an encouragement to 
faction, as may lead us into confuſion, and there- | 


fore I ſhall be for rejecting the bill. As this bill 
is the very ſame with that which was refuſed by 
« your Lordſhips the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, I am 
* convinced that the ſame reaſons which prevailed 
« againſt it laſt ſeſſion, will now likewif prevail 
«* againſt it; for my own part at leaſt, I am ſure, 
© that there has nothing ſince happened, that can 
afford me the leaſt pretence for being of a different 
opinion. 


The Lord Carteret ſaid in ſubſtance as follows. 


reli ſpeech, c My Lords, I am for receiving this bill in the moſt 


© reſpe&tful manner; firſt, becauſe of the dignity of 
the ſubject, next for the reſpect that is due to the 
other houſe; and laſtly, my Lords, for the reſpect 
that is due to ourſelves. The ſubject of this bill 
is of the utmoſt conſequence to the liberties of this 
nation; the title or preamble is, in my opinion, 
very proper for ſuch a ſubject; but if it were not 
* ſo, why may it not be altered? One thing, my 
Lords, I am ſure of, that if we treat the bill with 
ſo much contempt, as to reject it upon the firſt 
reading, the whole people of the nation will make 
a preamble for us. I do not know how this bill 

© was 
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* was brought into the other houſe, nor ought that to 
© be a queſtion in this; I do not know whether 
this bill was brought in by Would-be-miniſters or 
no, but Iam very certain, that as good miniſters 
© as ever were in England, have laid the foundation 
for ſuch bills; and if men do act for the public 
good, it ſignifies nothing to us, it ſignifies nothing 
to the people, what were the motives that promp- 
ted them to act in ſuch an honourable manner. If 
© it is an ambition of being miniſters of ſtate, that 
* prompts men to act for the public good, I hope 
the ambition of thoſe that are out, will always be 
© a barrier for the liberties of this nation, againſt 
* the ambition of thoſe that are in. : 

© It is no argument againſt this bill, that it is in 
the ſame words with the bill which was ſent up to 
© us the laſt ſeſſion. 1 hope there is no man in this 
nation pretends to be infallible z your Lordſhips 
© having refuſed this bill laſt ſeſſion, can never be 
an argument for your rejecting it now, without ſo 
much as taking it once into your ſerious conſide- 
ration: Some arguments may now be brought for 
* paſſing it, which were not thought of at that time: 
The public tranquillity was not then ſo firmly e- 
« ſtabliſhed as it is at preſent, and therefore it may 
© now be thought a more proper time for us to take 
precautions for preſerving our liberties againſt do- 
© meſtic enemies, than it was at that time when we 
* were not quite out of danger of being attacked by 
foreign enemies. If your Lordſhips ſhould ſend 
* down a good and a neceſſary bill, for the amend- 
© ment of the law, and the ſame ſhould be refuſed 
© by the Commons, would that be any argument 
© againſt ever ſending that bill down to them again 
in any future ſeſſion of Parliament? Or would 
© their having once. refuſed it, be an argument 
for their rejecting it at the firſt reading, upon 
its being brought a ſecond time before them? 
No, my Lords, if your Lordſhips were 3 
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ced that the bill was neceſſary, and drawn up in 
proper terms, you would ſend it down in the ve- 
ry ſame words again and again, till its own weight 


carried it through. 


I am, my Lords, very far from thinking that 
any attempts are now made, or are to be made, 
during his preſent Majeſty's reign, againſt the li- 
berties of this nation : His Majeſty has too much 
goodneſs to endeavour at any ſuch attempts, and 
too much wiſdom to admit of any ſuch being 
made by thoſe employed by him ; but it is for 
this very reaſon that we ought now to think of, 
and bring in ſuch bills as may be any way condu- 
cive to the preſervation of our liberties : His Ma- 


jeſty's penetration is ſuch, that he will eaſily ſee 


what is neceſſary ; and his goodneſs is ſuch, that 
he never will oppoſe, what he ſees to be neceſſary 
for ſecuring the liberties, and the properties of his 
people. Whereas if we never think of taking any 
precautions againſt arbitrary power, till we have 
a Prince upon the throne that is aiming at arbi- 
trary power, it will then be too late; ſuch a Prince 
will never conſent to any meaſures, or to any regu- 
lations that tend to the defeating of his own de- 
ſigns. Pofterity may have occaſion to lament our 
neglect of that opportunity, which his preſent Ma- 


jeſty's wiſdom and goodneſs daily afford us. There 
is certainly at preſent nothing to be feared from 


bribery and corruption: His Majefty reigns in the 
hearts and affections of the people; his defigns are 
all for the public good, and therefore he has no 
occaſion for making uſe of any illegal and corrupt 
ſort of influence; but to pretend that our preſent 
happineſs is a reaſon for our not thinking of, or 
taking proper precautions againſt, the evils that 
may come upon this nation in future times, is the 
ſame thing as to ſay, you are not to bring in any 
bills againſt bribery and corruption, till a majority 
of both houſes of Parliament are corrupted f 
5 | this 
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* this ſhould ever happen to be the unlucky fate of 
this nation, we may eaſily judge what would be 
* the ſucceſs of ſuch bills, in ſuch houſes of Parlia- 
ment.“ 


283 


The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke to the effect as fol- Duke of 


lows: My Lords, if this bill had no other aim but 
that of preventing bribery and corruption, I ſhould 
© be for it with all my heart ; but we can eaſily ſee 
that the intention of this bill is to give the other 
« houſe an opportunity of aſſuming a power, which 
© they never yet pretended to, and their aſſuming 
© thereof would be the intire overthrow of our 
« preſent happy conſtitution. By this bill, my 
Lords, the houſe of Commons may aſſume a 
power of judging what rewards or gratuities are 
proper to be given by the crown to any mem- 
ber of that houſe; for though the bill ſays only, 
© that the members of that houſe are to declare what 
* gratuities or rewards they receive from the crown, 
* within fourteen days next after the receipt thereof; 
yet, my Lords, we are not to ſuppoſe that the at- 
fair will reſt there: we may eaſily foreſee that the 
* conſequence of every ſuch declaration will be, that 
the houſe will thereupon enter into the conſidera- 
tion of the declaration that has been made to them, 
and will take upon them to determine whether or 
no ſuch gratuity was given by way of bribe ; fo 
* that thereby the crown will be intirely diſabled 
from giving any reward to a gentleman that has 
* merited well of his country, at leaſt as long, as he 
continues to be a member of Parliament. This, 
my Lords, would, in my opinion, put ſo much 
power into the hands of the Commons, that it 
* would intirely overturn that balance upon which 
our conſtitution depends; and therefore I. have 
been always againſt this bill, and ſhall now be for 
the rejecting of it. 

xi After 


Newcaſlle's 


ſpeech, 
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After theſe and ſeveral other ſpeeches, the quel- 
tion was put, and carried againſt the bill, 96 to 
40. 
Whereupon a proteſt was entered as follows. 


Die Jovis, I 7 Februarii, 173 i. 


ODIE 1s vice lecta eſt billa, intitled, An 

! att for making more eſfectual the laws in being 

| for diſabling perſons from being choſen members of, or 

] ſitting or voting in the houſe of Commons, who have 

| any penſion during pleaſure, or for any number of years, 
6 or any offices held in iruſt for them. 


Propoſed, To reject the bill. 


Moved, That the ſame be read a ſecond time on 
Tueſday next. 


After farther debate, the queſtion was put, Whe- 
ther this bill ſhould be read a ſecond time ? 
It was reſolved in the negative, 


Diſſentient. 
For the reaſons entered in the journals of this 
houſe, the two laſt ſeſſions of Parliament; one the 


21ſt of March 1729, and the other the 2d of March 


1730.“ 
Strafford, Sbaftesbury, Maynard, 
Abingdon, Litchfield, Gozoer, 
Craven, Foley, Maſham, 
Bathurſt, Exeter, Coventry, 


- Mutiny bil Upon the 11th day of February, the bill for pu- 
_— _ niſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better pay- 
Lord, ment of the army and their quarters, was brought 

into the houſe of Commons, and paſſed through 


that houſe without any remarkable debate, Upon 
See Vol, IX. p. 465+ 


the 


* > K 5 4 
"23x r Tree Ca S e e e 
eee ere — 


Ic 
* 
C 
[3 
o 
c 

"MN 
6 
C 
6 
C 
£ 
( 
( 
{ 


A.17322 DEBATES. 


the 24th of February, it was read the firſt time in 
the houſe of Lords, and the Duke of Newcaſtle 


moved, that it might be ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on the Tueſday thereafter, 


The Earl of Abingdon ſpoke to the effect as fol- Ear of | 
lows: * My Lords, conſidering that his Majeſty — qa 
has in his ſpeech, at the beginning of this ſeſſion of 
Parliament, aſſured us, that the public tranquil- 

« lity is fully eſtabliſhed, I cannot think there is now 
* any uſe for a ſtanding army; and therefore, my 
Lords, I cannot but be againſt this bill: for I am 
© ſure, if we have no uſe for a ſtanding army, we 
have no uſe for a bill againſt mutiny and deſer- 
tion. I being therefore againſt the very bill it- 
| ſelf, I muft be againſt giving it a ſecond reading. 
I I have, my Lords, been an eye-witneſs of one revo- 
© ]ution, I hope I ſhall never ſee another; and there. 
fore I ſhall always be againſt any meaſure, which, 
iin my opinion, has the leaſt tendency towards 
bringing about a ſecond. Out of the reſpect I 
have for the illuſtrious family now upon the throne, 
I muſt always be againſt ſuch meaſures as I did 
obſerve to be the forerunners, and the chief cauſes 
of the laſt revolution; and, my Lords, it is well 
known, that the chief cauſe of the laſt was, the 
keeping up of a ſtanding army in time of peace; 
ſuch a ſtep has always, and will for ever alienate 
the hearts of the people from the King upon the 
throne, By keeping up a ſtanding army in time 
of peace, the King firſt loſes the hearts of the 
people, and after he has once loſt the hearts of the 
people, he is then in great danger of loſing the 
hearts even of that army in which he puts his 
truſt, It was, my Lords, a wiſe and a glorious 
ſaying of our great Queen Elizabeth, when the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador asked her where her guards 
Were? That great Princeſs pointed to the people 
i * 1 
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in the ſtreets. Theſe, ſays ſhe, are my guards, 
my people are all my friends. She, my Lords, 
put her whole truſt and her confidenee in her peo- 
ple; ſhealways continued to do fo, and therefore 
© the people always continued her friends, and ſup- 
ported her againſt as powerful enemies, both a- 
broad and at home, as ever any King or Queen of 
England had, before or ſince her time. The diſ- 
mal effects of the contrary maxims I was an eye- 
« witneſs to, and therefore I am, and always ſhal] 
© be, againſt keeping up of a ſtanding army in time 
of peace.” 


Lord Delawar ſaid, That whatever reaſons 


war sſpeech . might be offered againſt the bill, might be proper- 


Earl of 
Ayles ford's 


ſpeec 


k 


ly offered upon the ſecond reading; till then it 
could not be ſuppoſed, that their Lordſhips had 
fully conſidered the contents thereof, and therefore 
© he was for ordering it to be read a ſecond time.” 


The Earl of Aylesford ſpoke in ſubſtance : « My 
© Lords, I cannot but be againſt even giving this 
bill a ſecond reading, becauſe at firſt view it ap- 
« pears to be for ſupporting a numerous ſtanding 
army in time of peace; this I need not any time to 
conſider of ; this 4. pron evidently to be the pur- 
port and intention of the bill now read to us ; and 
this, my Lords, is againſt the very words of 
the petition of right, and alters the very nature of 
our conſtitution. All the confuſions and diſorders 
that have been brought upon this kingdom for 
many years, have all been brought upon it by the 
means of ſtanding armies: It was, my Lords, a 
ſtanding army that took off King Charles the firſt's 
head, and turned that very Parliament out of doors 
which had eſtabliſhed them; and the ſame very 
army that had murdered the father, reſtored the 
ſon: It was by King James the Second's keeping 
up a ſtanding army, that the affections of the peo- 
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2. 
* ple were alienated from him; and by that very 
"3 army, in whom he had put his only truſt, he was 
55 turned out: for by their joining the other ſide, the 
4 « ſcales were turned againſt him, and he found him- 
1 « ſelf, at laſt, obliged to ſuccumb under the juſt re- 
8 © ſentment of an injured people. In this country, 
# in every country, my Lords, where numerous ſtand- 
f © ing armies have been kept up, we may find that 
4 © innumerable evils and ſtrange confuſions have been | 
g * brought on by the means of ſuck armies; and | 
| © therefore I ſhall always be againſt giving the leaſt | 
F © countenance to any bill, that ſeems to tend to- Co 
© wards keeping up a ſtanding army in time of peace 
© in this country. | 
" | The Earl of Lay ſpoke to the following effect: Eaxtof Zay's 
2 My Lords, I am perſuaded there is not one of ech. | 
Jour Lordſhips but thinks, that it is neceſſary to 


keep up ſome troops; we muſt, at leaſt, keep up 
© a few regular troops for our guards and garriſons; 
granting then that the number neceſſary to be kept 
© did not exceed 500 men, yet if even that number 
© be neceſſary, the bill now brought in is neceſſary, 
for without ſuch a bill as is now brought in, it 
* would be impoſſible to keep even that number, or 
© any number of troops in proper order or diſcipline : 
I cannot therefore think, that any of your Lord- 
© ſhips will be againſt this bill intirely. The num- 
© ber of troops propoſed to be kept up by this bill, 
may perhaps, by ſome, be thought too large; but 
that matter cannot properly come in to be debated, 
* till we go into a committee upon the bill; and then, 
* my Lords, the number may be reduced as this 
* houſe ſhall think proper. 

© It is true, my Lords, that the keeping up of a 
© itanding army in time of peace, without conſent of 
Parliament, is againſt the expreſs words of the 
* petition of right: But, my Lords, the very deſign 
Jof this bill is to procure. that conſent, without 
4 © which 
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© which no ſtanding army can be legally kept up in 
this kingdom. This bill therefore cannot be con- 
* trary to the petition of right, ſince it is brought 
in, in compliance therewith : Nor can the paſling 
of this bill make any alteration in our conſtitution ; 
for the laws of the kingdom are certainly a part 
© of our conſtitution, and if this bill were once 
© paſſed into a law, it will be as much a part of our 
* conſtitution, as any other law that ever was made: 
© this indeed will be a new law, but that can be no 
argument againſt its becoming a part of our con- 
ſtitution; for all our laws have ſome time or ano- 
© ther been new laws; even Magna Charta itſelf 


was once a new law : yet all of them, as ſoon as 


they were enacted, became a part of our conſtitu- 
© tion, and ſtill continue ſo, or did continue ſo, till 
© they were in part or in whole altered or repealed.” 


The Earl of Strafford ſpoke as follows: My 
* Lords, it iscertainly very neceſſary for us, upon 
* occaſion of this bill, to take the army under our 
© conſideration, and to determine what number of 
troops ought to be kept up; becauſe, my Lords, 
© this is the only opportunity we can have of redu- 
< cing the number allowed of, in caſe we happen to 
think it too great; and in caſe this bill goes the 
length of a committee, I ſhall then take the liber- 
ty to declare my ſentiments upon that head. But, 


* my Lords, I now riſe up to declare, that I am in- | 


« tirely againſt this bill, or any mutiny bill; becauſe 
I always looked upon it, as ſetting up a conſtitu- 
tion within a conſtitution, or rather, indeed, it is 
« the turning of our civil government into a military 
government. This, it is true, my Lords, we may 
do by a law, and that law when paſſed will be a 
« part of our conſtitution ; yet I hope it will not be 
« ſaid, that ſuch an extraordinary law would make 
no alteration in our conſtitution, I cannot be of 
« opinion, that the keeping up of any regular troops 

"In 
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1 in this kingdom is abſolutely neceſſary; but grant- 
: ing that it were, I am certain, that in order to 
t keep ſuch troops under proper diſcipline, it is not 


7 * abſolutely neceſſary to have a law againſt mutiny 
; © and deſertion. I had, my Lords, the honour to 
c command a regiment of dragoons, in the reign of 
e « King William, which was given to me at the time 
r of the ſiege of Namur; and I very well remember, 
that there was not at that time in England any ſuch 
o law, as what is now by this bill to be enacted : 


We had then no ſuch thing as mutiny bills yearly 
»- © *« brought in, nor any ſuch bill paſſed into a law, and 
lt yet in thoſe days we found means to keep our re- 

giments in good enough order, and I believe there 
was as exact diſcipline obſerved in the regiments 
© then quartered in England, as has been obſerved 
at any time ſince, If any of the ſoldiers commit- 
© ted any crime, they were ſure to be puniſhed, but 
y | * then they were puniſhed according to the ancient 


| 
C 


n © laws of the kingdom: The officers took care to 

deliver them up to the civil power, and to ſee 
of them convicted and puniſhed; as ſeverely as the 
S, | * laws of their country would admit of; which we 
u- |: © always found was ſufficient for keeping the men 


to |: © in good order, and for making them obſerve the 
* 5 * moſt exact diſcipline. i 
5 If I were to enter into a particular examination 


t, © of this bill, I could make ſtrong objections againſt 
n- |: * ſeveral clauſes thereof; I ſhall only mention that 
ſe ] © of defertion, how unneceſſary, how cruel is it now, 
u- |} © in time of peace, to puniſh that crime with death? 
is] * In time of war ſuch a ſevere puniſhment was ne- 
ry |? © ceffary, it was then juſt to puniſh it with death, 
ly |: * becauſe the deſerters were generally, at the ſame 
2 |? © time, guilty of the moſt heinous treachery oy 
be FS «© generally ran in to the enemy, and turned thoſe 
de © arms againſt their country, which their country had 
of N put into their hands for its defence, But now, in 


pst time of peace, deſertion has nothing in it of ſucha 
in Vo L. X. U © heinous 
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© heinous nature; if a poor fellow deſerts, he runs 
but from one of our own regiments to another; 
and the cruel treatment he meets with from ſome 
of the officers, may often afford him an excuſe, if 
his caſe be examined by men of humanity and can- 


'©£ dour. How many poor country fellows, either 


cout of a frolick, or becauſe they have been diſob- 
© liged or lighted by their miſtreſs, go and liſt 
« themſelves for ſoldiers? When ſuch a fellow be- 
< oins to cool, he perhaps repents of what he has 
done, and deſerts, without any other view or de- 
« ſign, but that of returning home, and following 
« ſome induſtrious and laborious way of living in his 
< own country. Is it not hard, that ſuch a poor fel- 
low ſhould be ſhot for ſuch a trifling crime? The 
law, perhaps, may not be executed with rigour; 
that, my Lords, may be an excuſe for the judge, 
© but none for the lawgiver ; conſidering that the 
< officers are the ſufferers by deſertion, and alſo the 
« judges in all trials of that crime, I think, my 
6 . that their not executing the law with ri- 


gour, is a convincing argument that the pains are 


© too ſevere : But, my Lords, as I am againſt the bill 
© itſelf, as well as every clauſe thereof, I am therefore 
© againſt giving it a ſecond reading, or entering in- 
© to the conſideration of the ſeveral clauſes thereof.” 


The queſtion was however carried for ordering 
this bill to be read a ſecond time; after which it was 
ordered to be committed, and an inſtruction being 
thereupon moved for, and refuſed, the following 
proteſt was entered : | 


Die Martis, 7 Martii, 1731. 


HE order of the day being read for the houfe 
to be put into a committee of the whole houſe 


aue. upon the bill, intitled, An af for puniſbing PAP, 
| | an 
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and deſertion, and for the better payment of the army 
and their quarters 


2 _— 


Propoſed, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 


committee, that the number of men ſpecifed in the 

| faid bill, do not exceed twelve thouſand, 

| After long debate, the queſtion was put, Whether 

a ſuch an inſtruction ſhall be given to the ſaid commit- 
L 

Y 

: It was reſolved in the negative. 

. Diſſentient. 

5 Abingdon. 

Hit, NEcauſe ſo great a number of troops as is 

« © eſtabliſhed by this bill, was never before 

allowed by Parliament in time of ſettled peace; and 
no reaſon was given in oppoſition to the inſtruction, 

4 but what, we conceive, muſt equally hold good in 

e all future times: For when can we hope to ſee a ſeſ- 

1 ſion of Parliament opened with more ſatisfactory de- 

e clarations, and ſtronger aſſurances of happineſs and 

. | ſecurity, than thoſe contained in his Majeſty's moſt 

» Þ|* gracious ſpeech from the throne, on the firſt day of 
this ſeſſion? His Majeſty is therein pleaſed to declare, 

g That his expectations are fully anſwered z that the 

general tranquillity of Europe is reſtored and eſtabliſh- 

ed; that the tedious work is per fected and finiſned; 

that the wounds which have been long bleeding, 


are intirely healed; that the national expence will 
be conſiderably lefſened ; and that the nation ſhall 
7 reap the fruits of his endeavours, In ſuch a ſituation 
of affairs, we conceive, that we could not act conſiſt- 
f- | ently with his Majeſty's gracious diſpoſition to his 
ſe | People, agreeably to the honour of this houſe, nor 
„ with that regard we muſt always have for the liber- 
4 | ties of our fellow- ſubjects, without endeavouring to 

reduce the number of troops ſpecified in the bill. 

: U 2 Secondly, 


1 
1 
. 
1 
* : 
* = 
x * 
75 
43 * 
75 " 
# 
_ 
. 4 
_ 
- . 
& j 
g 
e N 
1 
. 
5 N 
+ 
ih | 
in | 
* 1 
[4 HH 
* 2 
i] Ou 
| | 
fi 
j 1 
* 
5 « 
/ 
. 
n . 
[2 
8 
$ ; 
4 
9 
g 0 
1 
j ; 
9 
1 
1 
* 
1 
7 
E 
2 1 
. 
J. 
7 . 7 
. 
2H 
£ 


292 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1732, 


Secondly, Becauſe the ſettled eſtate of affairs at 
home, and the great duty and affection his Majeſty's 
ſubjects have ſhewn to him upon all occaſions, ſhould, 
in our opinion, be a full anſwer to all arguments 
that can be drawn to juſtify the keeping up ſo great 
a number of troops, from any apprehenſion of a Pre- 
tender to the throne : for if the preſent circumſtan- 
ces of this nation be compared with the ſituation of 
affairs after the treaty of Ryſwic, or that of Utrecht, 
theſe kingdoms will be found infinitely more ſecure 
in that particular. In the firſt period of time, the 
late King James was living, who had an Jriſb army 
in his pay in France, many of his old ſervants and 
ſoldiers were then alive, and active in England and 
Scotland, a potent prince and nation always ſupport- 
ing him, and ready at any time to arm in his cauſe, 
As to the ſecond period of time, the Pretender was 
in the neighbourhood of France, and that Prench 
King who had maintained him and his family, was 
ſtill living, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion had not then 
taken place ; yet in both thoſe points of time, half 
the number of troops allowed by the preſent bill, was 
not only thought by Parliament, but by experience 
found ſufficient for our ſecurity : How little founda- 
tion then does there ſeem to be for continuing ſuch a 
number of forces at this juncture, when the Preten- 


der has been long removed beyond the Alps, and a 


Prince on the throne of France, who ſeems more intent 


to make his own dominions flouriſh by trade, than out 


of a reſtleſs ambition to diſturb his neighbours. Suf- 
ficient reaſons may be drawn from the preſent diſpo- 
fition of affairs in that kingdom, as well as thoſe of 
Spain, to increaſe our naval force; but none, in our 


opinion, for maintaining ſuch an army at land. The 


preſent royal family is now (God be praiſed) firmly 
ſeated on the throne, and nothing can ſhake it, but 
an adminiſtration which ſhall venture to depart from 
the principles on which the a& of ſettlement was 

founded; 
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founded; that ſettlement was founded on liberty, 
and by the nature of things muſt be co-eval with 
liberty. 2 


Thirdly, Becauſe it has hitherto been thought the 
happineſs of our ſituation, as an iſland, that we have 
not had the ſame occaſion for numbers of troops to 
defend us, as thoſe on the continent; to prevent the 
inroads of their neighbours, they have been obli- 
ged to keep up ſtanding armies, which have gene- 
rally been the cauſe of the loſs of their liberties, and 
always proved the ſure means of fixing their chains 
upon them, 


Fourthly, Becauſe we are ſully convinced, that his 
Majeſty will reign the more firmly in the hearts of 
al: his people, the more he places his confidence in 
them : And we conceive it to be an indignity to him 
to ſuggeſt, that he cannot now be ſecure on the throne 
without the aſſiſtance of a greater ſtanding force, 
than even his royal father was contented with in times 
of leſs tranquillity: Although it ſeemed to be the ten- 
dency of ſome arguments uſed againſt the queſtion, 
yet we can never be brought to believe that this na- 
tion is in danger of being over- run by any foreign 
force; our apprehenſions are, that it can only be 
ruined and enſlaved by a ſtanding army at home: 
And we are juſtly jealous from the experience of tor- 
mer times, that the crown itſelf, as well as the liber- 
ties of the people, may be found at length to be at 
their diſpoſal. 


Laſtly, We refer to the four firſt r eaſons entered 


on our journal the 24th day of February, in the year 
1717, ſigned by many Lords of this houſe “. 


See Vol. VII. page 60. 
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Litchfield, 


Shaftesbury, Exeter, 


Foley, 
Suffolk, 
Briſtol, 
Maynard, 
Aylesford, 


The bill was at laſt carried through the commit: 
tee, and upon the 10th day of March it was read the 
3d time, and paſſed without any amendment, upon a 


Craven, 


Taacaſter, 


diviſion, 69 to 19. 


Report as to 
the Chari- 


ration com- 
mittee. 


Upon the faid 11th day of February, Lord Vere 
table Corpo- Beauclerc reported from the committee, who were 

appointed to examine the liſts of 21 perſons names, 
to be the committee, to whom the petition of the 


Vinchelſea and Notting- Gower, 
Northampton, 
Bridgewater, 


A. 1732, 


Scarſdale, 
Coventry, 
Carteret, 
(bam, Bathurſt, 
Tweedale, 
Strafford. 


Charirable Corporation was referred, and to report 


to the houſe, on which 21 perſons the majority fell; 7 
that they had examined the fame accordingly, and 
that the majority had fallen upon the gentlemen F 


after-named, viz. 


Mr. Alderman Perry, 
Thomas Palmer Eſq; 
Mr. Alderman Barnard, 


Lord Viſcount Limerick,|Sir Fohn Ruſbout Bart. 
The Hon. Edward Dighy|Lord Morpeth, 


Eſq; 
Watkin-Williams Wynne 
Eſq; 


q 
William Bromley, jun. Eſq; Thomas Bramſton Eſq; 


Edward Harley Eſq; 
Walter Plumer Eſq; 
Samuel Sandys Eſq; 
James Oglethorpe Eſq; 


The Honour. Sir Thomas | 
Saunderſon, Knight of 
the Bath, | 1 


Thomas Wyndbam Eſq; 
Sir Thomas Robinſon Bart, 
Joſeph Danvers Eſq; 


Thomas Winnington Eſq, 

John Conduit Eſq; 

7 obn Campbell of Pem- 
brokeſhire Eſq 


But 
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But they reported farther, that it had happened, Wer re. 
that upon two of the liſts there was mentioned only fuk, 


Jobn Campbell Eſq; and a queſtion ariſing there- 
upon, whether it might not be underſtood, to mean 
any other Jobn Campbell Eſq; there being others 
of the ſame name in the houſe, the committee had 
agreed to ſet a Quære upon thoſe numbers, and or- 
dered the fact to be reported to the houſe, and that 
the houſe ſhould be acquainted, that thoſe votes 
were included in the one hundred eighty two that 
were then upon the liſt for Fobn Campbell of Pem- 
brokeſhire Eſq; and that in caſe thoſe two votes 
were not allowed, there was an equality of votes be- 
tween the ſaid Zobn Campbell of Pembrokeſhire Eſq; 
and Henry Bromley Eſq; | 
Upon this, there was ſome ſhort debate in the 
houſe, about what was proper to be done in ſuch a 
caſe, and the right honourable the Speaker having 
taken notice, that it appeared by their journals, that 
the very ſame caſe had before happened ; and that 
the houſe had then taken no notice of, or come to a- 
ny reſolution upon the particular fact reported; they 
therefore took this for a precedent, and without tak- 
ing any notice of the miſtake in the two liſts, as io 
the name of Jobn Campbell Eſq; they ordered tha 
the ſaid committee, or any five of them, ſhould 
meet at five o'clock in the afternoon at the Speaker's 
chamber, and have power to adjourn from time ro 
time, and from place to place, as they ſhould find 
it convenient, and to report their proceedings from 
time to time to the houſe, and fol for perſons, pa- 
pers and records, 


Upon the 29th of February, Mr. Knight made a 
motion, and it was accordingly ordered, That the 
commiſſioners for trade and plantations, ſhould lay 
before the houſe ſuch methods as had been thought 
of by them, tor preventing the running of wool from 
England and Ireland for the future; and on the 6th 
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of March, Mr. Docminique from the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners preſented the ſame accordingly, which having 
been prepared by the ſaid commiſſioners, in purſu- 
ance of an addreſs from the houſe of Lords, and be- 
ing an affair of a very curious nature, and of very 
great conſequence to the trade and welfare of theſe 


kingdoms, we ſhall therefore inſert it here at large. 


To the right honourable the Lords ſpiritual and tem- 
Poral in Parliament aſſembled. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſbips, 

IS Majeſty having been pleaſed, in conſequence 

of your Lordſhips addreſs of the 6th day of 

May laſt, to direct the commiſſioners for trade and 
plantations, to receive all ſuch propoſals as ſhould 
be laid before them, for preventing the pernicious 
practice of running of wool from England and Ire- 
land, and to conſider of, and to propoſe proper me- 


thods for preventing the ſame for the future, to be 


laid before your Lordſhips in this ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment : We did thereupon give public notice in the 
Gazette, of the 12th of Fune laſt, that we were 
ready to receive any propoſals which ſhould be made 
to us on this head, from all perſons whatfoever. 
Since the publication of this advertiſement, which 
was often repeated in the Gazette, and other public 
papers; we have been attended by ſeveral perſons, 
and many ſchemes have been tranſmitted to us from 
different parts of this kingdom, and from Ireland , 
containing various propoſals upon this ſubject, 
ſome of which are come but very lately to our 
hands; and it has been with great ſatisfaction, that 
we have obſerved the zeal with which ſo many per- 
ſons have applied themſelves to conſider of proper 
methods, for putting a ſtop to a practice ſo very per- 
nicious to the trading intereſt of their country. 


Thoſe who ſeem to have moſt maturely conſider'd 
this matter, concur in opinion, that nothing can put 
N 
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ſo effectual a ſtop to this evil, as the finding out 
ſome certain method of knowing the whole quan- 
tity of wool that may be in the kingdom, whether 
in warehouſes, or on the ſheep's back, and tracing 
it through the hands of the wool-ſtapler, and all the 
traders who deal in this commodity, till it ſhall be 
finally wrought up by the manufacturer, 

In order to this, it has been propoſed, That ware- 

houſes ſhould be erected at the public expence in 
ſuch counties of Eugland and Ireland, where conſide- 
rable numbers of ſheep may be fed, or where the 
woollen manufacture may be carried on in any great 
extent, into which the wool of the two kingdoms 
ſhould be brought within a certain number of days 
after it is ſhorn, in order to be afterwards tranſported 
under proper regulations, from Ireland to England, 
and from one county of England to another, in pro- 
portion to the demand that there may be for it a- 
mong the manufacturers. 

Others have propoſed, That general regiſters 
ſhould be eſtabliſned in England and Ireland, for en- 
tering the exact number of ſheep and lambs, with 
the yearly quantity of wool ſhorn from them, or pul- 
led from the skins, together with the names of all 


| ſuch as deal in this commodity. 


In addition to the propoſition for public ware- 
houſes, it has been offered by another hand, That all 
the wool produced in this kingdom, ſhould be 
bought in the King's name at certain prices, to be 
aſcertained at a medium upon the different growths 
of wool, for ſo many years paſt ; and that * 
duce of the firſt year's growth, and the value of the 
ſtock in hand, ſhould be paid for, by a ſmall land- 
tax of three pence or ſix pence in the pound, by 
which means the growers would receive ready mo- 
ney for their wool, which would be very beneficial 
both to landlords and tenants. But if this ſhould 
be thought impracticable, it is farther 99 pam by 
the ſame perſon, that payment for the wool may be 
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poſtponed, till it be fold in part, or in the whole, 
or that the growers ſhould be left at liberty, to ſell 
it themſelves to the manufacturers, provided they 
deliver it to the ſtore-keeper, under proper regula- 


tions. 


Many of the propoſers concur in opinion, That 
the beſt method of preſerving an exact knowledge 
of the wool in its progreſſion, from the firſt growers 
to the manufacturer, will be to put it under the in- 
ſpection of the officers of exciſe; and different me- 
thods have been ſuggeſted, for putting this propoſal 
in execution. 

It has been ſaid under the ſame head, That all 
dealers in wool may be obliged to enter the ware- 
houſes and ſtore- rooms, wherein they keep their 
commodity, with the exciſe- officer of their divi- 
ſion, into which the officer ſnould have free admiſ- 
ſion at any time, and no wool ſhould be brought in- 
to the warehouſe, before notice be given of it to the 
exciſe · officer, under a certain penalty. 

That every owner of ſheep ſhall give notice when 
he intends to ſhear his flock, that the officer may be 
preſent to take an account of the number of ſheep, 
and weight of the wool ſhorn, and that every fel- 
monger may be obliged to inform the officer of that 
diviſion of the weight of the wool, which he ſhall 
pull from skins; and in general, that all dealers in 
wool ſhall be obliged to give an account to their ex- 
ciſe-officer, of all the wool in their poſſeſſion ; that no 
wool ſhall be removed from warehouſes ſo entered, 
except by virtue of a permit from the exciſe-officer, 
to be renewed as often as the wool ſhall paſs from 
one dealer to another, till it comes into the hands of 
the manufacturer. | | 

It has been likewiſe ſuggeſted, That the exciſc- 
officer may take a bond from the firſt buyer, where- 
by he ſhould oblige himſelf to manufacture the wool 
he buys; but if the purchaſer be not a Es 

that 
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that then notice ſhould be given to the officer of the , 

diviſion, whenever the wool ſhould be refold, either : 

in the whole or in part, and freſh bonds be given by 

the buyers, till the ſame ſhall be finally manufactu- 

red; and ſome have thought, that for the better 

ſecurity of this matter, the manufacturer ſhould be 
_ obliged to make oath, that he will manufacture the 
-.-0 wool he buys. 

: Without doubt, the keeping ſight of the wool 
from the time it is ſhorn, till it is brought into the 
hands of the laſt manufacturer, might greatly contri- 
bute to the putting a ſtop to the running of wool : | 
But all the foregoing propoſals would probably be 
attended with a multiplicity of accounts, beſides 
other difficulties and great expence: We would 
therefore humbly offer ſome other methods to your 
Lordſhips, which ſeem liable to fewer difficulties, 
but may nevertheleſs be very conducive to the cure 
of this grievance, ; 

With regard to Great Britain, we would propoſe, 
That the law now in force in Kent and Suſſex, in- ,. . 
# titled, An at for the explanation and better execution of Milian 
4 of former acts made againſt the tranſportation of wobl, vil. 
'# fuller” earth, and ſcouring clay, may be extended to 
all parts of the united kingdom, within ten miles of 
F the ſea · coaſts. 
That no wool be brought or imported from Jre- 
land into this kingdom, or coaſt-wile in England, ex- 
cept in veſſels regiſtzred and appointed ſolely tor 
that purpoſe ;z and that all wool ſhipped on board 
any other veſſel, ſhall be liable to ſeizure by the 
captains of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, by the com- 
manders of the regiſter-ſhips, the cuſtom-houſe of- 
ficers, and exciſe-officers, and by all other perſons 
duly authoriſed ; and that officers be appointed to put 
the laws in execution againſt the running of wool, 
with ample encouragemeat to the informers, eaſily 


to be recovered, and proportionable penalties laid 
on offenders, A 
ut 
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But as every thing that may be propoſed for the 
cure of this evil in Great Britain only, would be far 
from anſwering the deſign upon the whole, unleſs 
proper methods ſhould at the ſame time be found to 
prevent the exportation of woo], and of woollen 


manufactures from Ireland to foreign parts; ſo, ma- 
ny of the ſame perſons who have conſidered this mat- 


ter, with reſpect to Great Britain, have alſo extend- 
ed their thoughts to Ireland. 

And ſome of them have propoſed to apply the 
foregoing expedient of country warehouſes, general 
regiſters, and the inſpection of the cyſtom-houſe offi- 
cers, as proper to be put in practice in Ireland, with 
this addition, that certain ſtaple towns ſhould be ap- 


pointed in that kingdom, for the reception of wool 


grown there. 

But we are of opinion, That the moſt likel 
means, and moſt attainable for theſe purpoſes, would 
be abſolutely to prohibit the ſhipping of wool in 


Ireland, except in ſhips and veſſels regiſtered and ap- 


pointed for that ſervice only, and no wool-licences 
ſhould be granted for ſhipping of wool aboard any 
other veſſel. | 

That the explanatory clauſe contained in an act 
paſſed in the 11thand 12th of his late Majeſty King 
William, intitled, An ad for continuing ſeveral laws 


therein mentioned, and for explaining the aft, intitled, 


An att to prevent the exportation of wool out of the 
kingdoms of Ireland and England into foreign parts, 
and for the encouragement of the woollen manufactures 
in the kingdom of England, whereby leave was given 
to every mariner, or paſſenger on board the ſhip, to 
furniſh himſelf with the woollen manufacture of Jre- 
land, to the amount of 40 5. may be repealed : Since 
it is highly probable, that under mo pretence, the 

found their way 
to foreign markets in large quantities. 


That 
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That the captains of Engliſb men of war and 
ſloops, as well as the commanders of the regiſter- 
ſhips, and all officers of his Majeſty's cuſtoms and 
exciſe, may be inveſted with full power and autho- 
rity to ſeize all Iriſp woollen goods, which they ſhall 
find on board any ſhip or veſſel whatſoever, and all 
wool which ſhall be found on board of any other, 
but the ſaid regiſter veſſels. 

And theſe proviſions are the more neceſſary, be- 
cauſe we have been credibly informed, that of late 


years, Britiſh merchants have given no ſmall encou- - 


ragement to the Jriſb woollen manufactures, by buy- 
ing up, and exporting great quantities from that 
kingdom, on their own accounts, to foreign parts. 

And provided an effectual ſtop could be put to 
the exportation of Jriſb woollen manufactures, and 
of Iriſh wool to foreign parts, we ſhould conceive, 
that it would be highly for the benefit of Great 
Britain, freely and without duties to admit the im- 
portation of their yarn. | 

And in order to make this benefit more extenſive, 
we would beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips 
conſideration, whether it may not be proper to open 
all ports of Ireland and England for the exportation 
and importation of Iriſb wool and yarn ; but more 
particularly the ports of Galway and London. For 
we are informed, that great quantities of the beſt 
wool in Ireland, are produced within thirty miles 
round that town of Galway, which is above 100 
miles diſtant from any ſea- port now open for the 
exportation of wool from that kingdom; ſo that the 
land- carriage in Ireland creates an addition of about 
ſix per cent. upon the prime coſt of the wool, before 
it comes to any of the ports from whence it can be 
ſent to England, as the law now ſtands; and in the 
ſame manner, the charges of carrying a pack of 
Iriſh yarn from the port of Briſtol to Colcheſter or 
Norwich, has been computed to be no leſs than five 


per 
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per cent. at a medium upon the prime coſt of the 
yarn; and the charge of carrying a pack of Iriſb 
wool between thoſe places, is computed at near 15 
pr cent. upon the prime coſt of the wool ; which 
ing impartially conſidered, we conceive it will ap- 
ar unreaſonable to your Lordſhips, that the manu- 
acturers in one part of the kingdom ſhould remain 


under the neceſſity of working up the Jriſb wool and 


yarn, near 10 per cent, dearer than others: A diffi- 
culty that would be entirely removed, by opening 
the port of London, which lies conveniently for ſu 


plying the manufacturers of Eſſex, and of the adja- 
cent counties, 


Theſe are the principal matters that have occurred 
to us upon this inquiry, to which we would beg leave 
to add, That thoſe proviſions, as ſhall be approved 
of, and more particularly what relates to the regi- 
ſter ſhips, may be extended to the iſles of Man, 
Guernſey, Ferſey, Alderney, and Sark, | 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to your 
Lordſhips great wiſdom, 


Whitehall, Feb. Weſtmorland, - 
25, 1731-2. P. Docminique, 
| T. Pelbam, 
2 | Edw. Abbe, 
M. Bladen, 
: Orlo. Bridgeman, 
Ar. Craft, 
Ja. Brudenell. 
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The fixth Seſſion of the third Septennial Parlia- 


ment, 


N the 16th of January, both houſes of Parlia- 
ment met at Met minſter, according to pro- 
rogation, and his Majeſty being come to the houſe 
of Peers, and ſeated on his throne, the Commons 
were ſent for as uſual ; and his Majeſty opened the 
ſeſſion with the following ſpeech, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


ſituation of affairs, both at home and abroad, 
makes it unneceſſary for me to lay before you any 
other reaſons for my calling you together at this 
time, but the ordinary diſpatch of the public buſi- 
neſs, and that I may have an opportunity of receiv- 


ing your advice upon ſuch affairs, as may occur to 


you, and ſhall require the care and conſideration 
of Parliament. 


a ⁰mgg & &' ⅛ *ůmnay . 6 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I will order the proper officers to lay before you 
© the eſtimates for the ſervice of the current year; 
© and I make no doubt but that you will, with the 
* ſame chearfulnels, as I have always experienced in 
you, effectually raiſe ſuch ſupplies, as you ſhall 
judge neceſſary for the honour, ſafety, and defence 

ry. OE 9 
of the kingdom; and I cannot but recommend it 
* to you, as a conſideration worthy the Commons of 
« Great Britain, that in all your deliberations, as 
© well upon raiſing the annual ſupplies, as the diſtri- 
* bution of the 8 revenues, you purſue ſuch 
meaſures, as will moſt conduce to the preſent and 
future eaſe of thoſe you repreſent. £8, 


5 =”; 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

© You muſt be ſenſible, that it is very deſirable to 
give all poſſible diſpatch to the public buſineſs, 
© and that nothing can give more weight and credit 
© to all your reſolutions, than to avoid unreaſonable 
© heats and animoſities, and not to ſuffer yourſelves 
© to be diverted, by any ſpecious pretences, from 
© ſtedfaſtly purſuing the true Py of your coun- 
try: Let that be your firſt and principal care; 
and the people will be ſenſible of the benefits they 
© ſhall receive from your wiſdom and reſolution in 


< preferring thgir eaſe and the public good to all 
other conſiderations,? 


His Majeſty being retired, the Lord Raymond, 
who officiated that day as Chancellor, (becauſe of 
the Lord Chancellor's being then ill) reported his 
Majeſty's ſpeech to the houſe 3 and thereupon 
the right hon. the Marquis of Lothian —. a a 
ſhort ſpeech, and moved for an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, to thank him for his moſt gracious ſpeech from 
the throne, &c. which motion was ſeconded by the 
right hon. the Lord Lovelace, and agreed to with- 
out any Lord's offering to ſpeak againſt it, or to 


make any amendment: which addreſs is as follows, 
Viz, 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
jets, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, do in all humility return 
< the thanks of this houſe, for your Majeſty's moſt 

* gracious ſpeech from the throne. 
© It is owing to the happy ſucceſs of your Ma- 
« jeſty's counſels and negotiations, that your Majeſty 
now aſſembles your Parliament, for no other rea - 
« ſons, but the ordinary. diſpatch of the public _ 
| nes; 
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* neſs; and your Majeſty being graciouſly pleaſed 

to expreſs ſuch great ſatisfaction, in giving us an 

opportunity of humbly offering our advice to the 
* throne upon ſuch affairs, as ſhall require the care 

and conſideration of Parliament, we think it in- 

* cumbent on us, in return, to conſider that part of 
* our duty to be the higheſt honour and privilege of 
* this houſe, which, as we have always enjoyed, ſo 

* we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, we will ne- 
ver abuſe. 

* We will uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 

in ſuch tanner, in the ſpeedy execution of the 
great truſt repoſed in us, that the people may be 
fully ſenſible, that no unreaſonable heats or animo- 
* ſities ſhall delay or interrupt our deliberations, and 
* that the true intereſt of our country, the preſent 
and future eaſe of our fellow. ſubjects, and the pub- 
lic good of Great Britain, ſhall outweigh all other 
conſiderations, though covered by any ſpecious 
* pretences whatſoever. Upon theſe foundations, 
* we may be confident, that our reſolutions will be 
* agreeable to your Majeſty, by being beneficial to 
the whole nation.” | 


This addreſs was next da preſented to his Ma- 


lowing anſwer, 


3 jeſty, and his Majeſty was pleaſed to return the fol- 


My Lords, 
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Thank you for this dutiful and loyal addreſs. As the His Maje- | 


eaſe of my people and the public good, have always 
been, my chief care and concern, the zeal that you ſhew 


43 for the promoting of them cannot but be very acceptable 


to me, and will moſt eſfectually recommend you to my 
favour and protection. E246 


ſty's anſwergy 


The honourable the Commons being returned to Morin t 
their own houſe, and their ſeſſion conſtituted by read- 
ing a bill, Mr. Speaker reported to them, Thok or 

py © houle 
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© houſe having attended his Majeſty in the houſe of 
Peers, his Majeſty was pleaſed to make a moſt 
« gracious ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament, of 
* which (to prevent miſtakes) he had procured a 
copy.“ And the fame being read, Henry Bromley 
Eſq; one of the Knights of the ſhire for the county 
of Cambridge, made a ſpeech, in which (among o- 
ther things) he took notice of the happy fituation 
© of our affairs, both at home and abroad, and that 


the preſent profound tranquillity was intirely ow- 


ing to his Majeſty's great wiſdom and conduct, by 
< which he had ſurmounted all thoſe difficulties, 
* which were thrown'in his way by the enemies of 
the nation, and had thereby at laſt eſtabliſhed out 
© affairs, both at home and abroad, upon a moſt 
firm, and, he hoped, a laſting baſis. That we 
« owed a great many acknowledgments of thanks to 
© his Majeſty, for his prudent and careful manage- 
ment of our affairs both at home and abroad, and 
therefore he would beg leave to move, that an hum- 


ble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, to 


return his Majeſty the thanks of that houſe, for his 
* moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne ; to expreſs 
the ſatisfaction of that houſe at the preſent ſituation 


« of affairs, both at home and abroad; and to aflure | 


his Majeſty, that that houſe would, with all pol- 


« ſible duty to his Majeſty, and juſt regard and con- 


© cern for thoſe they repreſented, chearfully and ef- 
* fectually raiſe ſuch ſupplies as ſhould be neceſſar | * 
for the honour, ſafety, and defence of his Ma- 
© jeſty, and his kingdoms ; and that in all their de- 
- + liberations upon raiſing the annual ſupplies,” and 
the diſtribution of the public revenues, they would | 


+ purſue ſuch meaſures as would moſt conduce to the 
© preſent and future eaſe of their fellow- ſubjects; and 
© that, in order to give the neceſſary diſpatch to the 


© public buſineſs, and that their proceedings might | 


carry with them that weight and credit in the na- 


5 tion, Which ought always to attend the reſolutions 


« of 
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9. « of the Commons of Great Britain, they would en- 
t deavour to avoid all unreaſonable heats and animo- 
of | ties, and not ſuffer themſelves to be diverted, by 
a | * any /pectous pretences whatſoever, ſrom ſtedfaſt! 

ey 1 purſuing the true intereſt of their country, which 
1 ſhould; upon all occaſions, be their firſt and prin- 


o. *« cipal care.” 
n This motion was ſeconded by Jobn Knight Efq, 
at | one of the repreſentatives for the borough of Sudbury 
„. | in the county of Suffoik, who likewiſe made a ſhort 
> ſpeech, in praiſe of his Majeſty's conduct; and con- 
s, | cluded, That he hoped the houſe would be unani- 
maous, in agreeing to the addreſs of thanks, moved 
ur ! for by the honourable member who had ſpoke be- 
* After this there enſued a debate in the houſe, in 
to | which the following gentlemen ſpoke in ſubſtance, 


e. or to the effect as follows, viz. 
id 4 The firſt that ſpoke after Mr. Knight, was, 
1. Sir John Barnard, one of the repreſentatives for 
tn | the city of London, who ſaid : | "— 
is Sir, I ſhall always be ready to make all proper Sir J., 
i | * acknowledgments of thanks to his Majeſty ; but gem. 
on © there are ſame words in the motion made by the 
re | © * honourable gentleman who ſpoke firſt, which I 
(cannot but take notice of, I do not really know, 
n- | Sir, what the honourable gentleman means by the 
f. words, We will endeavour to avoid all unreaſonable 
ry || © beats and animoſities, and not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
a.. * diverted by any ſpecious pretences whatſoever. I hope, 
-F Sir, there never were, I hope there never will be, 
1d || 3 © any unreaſonable heats or animoſities in this houſe, 
dd * nor any ſpecious pretences made uſe of, by any 
he * gentleman who has the honour to be a member 
d * thereof; at leaſt I hope, that if any man ſhall ever 
he © be vain enough to endeavour to impoſe upon this 
nt © houſe, by making uſe of ſpecious pretences for 
a- |} * concealing deſigns, which he dare not openly ayow, 
of | 

F 
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© T hope, I ſay, Sir, that there will always be in this 
© houſe men of underſtanding and integrity, ſuffi- 
© cient to expoſe any ſuch attempt, and to render it 
* vain and ridiculous. But, Sir, if any gentleman 
of the houſe happens not to like what is ſaid, or 
* what is moved for by another, cannot he oppoſe 
© it, and give his reaſons for ſo doing, without be- 
© ing guilty of any unreaſonable heat or animoſity, 
or of making uſe of ſpecious pretences? I muſt ſay, 
« Sir, that the deſiring ſuch words to be put into our 
« addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, to me looks as if 
© the gentleman were conſcious, that there 1s ſome- 
© thing to be brought before us in this ſeſſion of Par- 
c ljament, which he foreſees will meet with a warm 
< oppoſition ; and I hope, if any thing of an extra- 
ordinary nature is to be brought before us, no gen- 
« tleman will be precluded by theſe words, or by any 
* words that can be put into our addreſs, from giving 
© his ſentiments freely upon any queſtion that may 
© occur. If any thing ſhould happen to be propoſed 
© in this houſe, which evidently appears to be incon- 
« ſiſtent with the liberties or the trade of this nation, 
hope the indignation of every man that thinks ſo, 
vill riſe againſt ſuch a propoſition, and that he will 
< oppoſe it with that honeſt warmth, as becomes e- 
© very man who has the happineſs of his country 
© really at heart : Such a warmth is no unreaſonable 
cheat; it does not proceed from animoſity, but from 
© that honeſt zeal which every man in this houſe 
© ought to have, for the conſtitution of his country, 
© and for the liberties and properties of the people 
© he repreſents. | | ; 
© © But, Sir, before I ſay any thing more upon this 
© ſubject, I muſt take notice of a preceding part of 
the motion made by the honourable gentleman : He 
« propoſes for us to ſay, That we will raiſe the ſupplies 
cin ſuch manner, as will moſt conduce to the preſent 
© arid future eaſe of the ſubject. Now, Sir, I muſt 
take notice, that there ſeems to be a great 2 
| withou 
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* without doors, as if ſomething were intended to be 
done in this ſeſſion of Parliament, that may be de- 
ſtructive to our liberties, and detrimental to our 
* trade : From whence this jealouſy hath ariſen I do 
© not know, but certain it is that there is ſuch a 
* jealouſy among all ſorts of people, and in all cor- 
ners of the nation; and therefore we ought to take 
* the firſt opportunity to quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple, and to aſſure them, that they may depend up- 
© on the honour and integrity of the members of this 
* houſe, and that we never will conſent to any thing 
that may have the leaſt appearance of being deſtruc- 
tive to their liberties, or detrimental to their trade; 
for which reaſon, Sir, I muſt move for an amend- 
ment, and that theſe words, And ſuch as Pall be 
© conftent with the trade, intereſt and liberty of the 
© nation, may be added, to what the honourable 
« gentleman has already propoſed.” 
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Samuel Sandys Eſq; one of the repreſentatives for Mr. Sa- 
the city of Worceſter. Sir, I am of the ſame opi- Y Peek. 


nion with the honourable gentleman that ſpoke 
laſt; I can ſee no occaſion or neceſſity for our 
* ſaying, that we will endeavour to avoid all unrea- 
6 ſonable heats and animoſities, and not ſuffer our- 
© ſelves to be diverted by any ſpecious pretences, 
* With reſpect to this houſe, or any thing that may 
happen therein, it is never to be preſumed, nor ſo 
much as imagined, that we ſhall ever fall into any 
© unreaſonable heats or animoſities, or that we ſhall 
* ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted by ſpeciouspretences, 
from ſtedfaſtly purſuing the true intereſt of our 
* country. No ſuch thing 1s ever to be preſumed of 
any houſe of Commons; and I think it is as little 
to be preſumed, or expected from this houſe, as it 
© ever can be from any houſe of Commons in this 
© nation. I muſt fay, Sir, that I think it a little 
* ſtrange, that this houſe, after it has fat ſo quietly 
for ſo many ſeſſions, after it has granted ſo many 

X 3 * and 
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* and fo conſiderable ſupplies; it ſeems, I ſay, Sir, 
to me a little ſtrange, that we ſhould now at laſt, 
ia ſuch a particular manner, be put in mind of our 
duty, and be deſired to avoid all unreaſonable heats 
and animoſities. As for the other part of the mo- 
* tion for an addreſs, taken notice of by the honoura- 
ble gentleman near me, I think the amendment he 
* has propoſed is not only very proper, but that it is 
at preſent become abſolutely neceſſary to add ſome * 
( 


> 
—_ a _ „ Py aac 


* ſuch words as he has propoſed, and therefore I ſe- 
* cond his motion.“ 5 


Mr, Sie- William Shippen Eſq; one of the repreſentatives “ 
ens ipeech. for the borough of Newtown in Lancaſhire, Sir,, 
© I have always been againſt long addreſſes; T am F 
© ready enough to agree to an addreſs of thanks to 
* his Majeſty for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
* throne; but ſuch an addreſs ought to be in the moſt 
| * conciſe terms, and the moſt general words: This 
| was the ancient uſage of Parliament, and I find but 
; + few of our old cuſtoms that are alcered for the bet- 
© ter : However, if we muſt go on with the cuſtom 
; of making long-winded addreſſes, I think we 
j « ought to take ſome notice of the ſpirit that is at 
| © preſent among the people. It is very certain, that 
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© there are great fears, jealouſies and ſufpicions 

without doors, that ſomething is to be attempted | 

© in this ſeſſion of Parliament, which is generally | 

thought to be deſtructive to the liberties and tothe 

trade of this nation. There is at preſent a moſt re.. 

* markable and a moſt general fpirit among the peo- 

j ple for protecting and defending their liberties and , 
| * their trade, in oppoſition to thoſe attempts which | 
© they expect are to be made againſt both: From 
* all quarters we hear of meetings and reſolutions for- 
that purpoſe; and this ſpirit isfogeneral,*thar it can- | ? 
© not be alcribed to any one ſet of men: They can- 
* not be branded with the name of Jacobites or of 
© republicahs, nor can it be faid that this'oppoſition | ? 
| *13 
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r, 1 ; is made only by Jacobites and Republicans ; No; 
t, | the whole people of Hen ſeem to be united in 
ir | , this ſpirit of jealouſy and oppoſition. Whether there 
ts be any reaſon or ground for exerting ſuch a ſpirit 
o- , at preſent, I do not know; but J am ſure it ought 
ant to be intirely neglected. It is well known that 
ne il am no friend to popular remonſtrances; a man 
is that is a favourer of monarchy, cannot well ap- 
ae prove of ſuch meaſures. But ſuch remonſtrances 
are not to be contemned : A thorough contempt 


of them may produce the moſt terrible effects. 
I look on it, Sir, as a moſt certain maxim, that 


es i © the people never would ſo generally complain, un- 
r, | * leſs'they found themſelves ſome way hurt; when 
m * they find themſelves hurt, they will, they have a 


to | * right to complain, and it is our duty to take notice 

0 of their complaints; but at the ſame time we ought, 
it | Sir, to have a regard to the honour and dignity of 
Parliament, for which reaſon T ſhall beg leave to 


is © 
ur | * add to the amendment propoſed, and move that 
t- | * theſe words, and ſuch as ſhall be conſiſtent with the 
m! * honour and juſtice of Parliament, may be added to 
ve x + what has been before propoſed.” 

e 
1 The adding of theſe words was approved of by 
ns Sir John Baraard and Mr. Sandys ; and then, | 
xd Þ 
ly | Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtood up, and ſaid, Sir Retr: 
e Ino riſe up, Sir, to do what is not uſual for me — 2 
e- to do; I riſe up to ſecond a motion made by my 
vworthy friend who ſpoke laſt. I was really, Sir, of 
\d opinion, that his Majeſty's ſpeech was in ſuch 
-h | © © terms, that no exception could have been taken to 
m * anyoneword of it; and the motion for an addreſs 
or Hof thanks was fo ſhort and ſo agreeable to his Ma- 
n- | jeſty's ſpeech, that I could not imagine any ſuch 
1- | © objeftion could have been made, as has been made 
of |; © to ſome of the words thereof. His Majeſty in his 
n * ſpeech. recommends the avoiding of unreaſonable 
is | X 4 © heats 
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© heats and animoſities, and in anſwer to that part of 
© his Majeſty's ſpeech, the honourable gentleman 
© who moved for the addreſs, propoſed that we 
« ſhould ſay, that we would avoid all unreaſonable 
© heats and animoſities. In my opinion, there can- 
not be a more proper return to that part of the 


© ſpeech; and as his Majeſty only deſires that we 
* would avoid all unreaſonable heats and animoſities, 


© he ſurely did not thereby intend to preclude any 
© man from offering his ſentiments freely on what- 
ever may be propoſed. If any thing be propoſed 
that is inconſiſtent with the public good, no oppo- 
« ſition thereto can be called an unreaſonable heat or 
«* animoſity ; nor is ſuch an oppoſition any way 
* comprehended in the words made uſe of by his 
* Majeſty in his moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
< throne, 

As for the amendment propoſed to the other 


6 _ of the motion, it really ſeems to me to be lia- | 
© ble to the ſame objection that has been made to 
the words I have juſt now taken notice of. It is 


© not to be 223 that we will do ny thing that 


is inconſiſtent with the honour and juſtice of Par- 
* liament ; if any ſuch thing ſhould be propoſed, it 
« would without doubt be rejected with ſcorn. And 
© as for the trade of the nation, I do not know what 
the gentlemen mean thereby; but as to what I mean 
© by the trade of the nation, and in ſo far as I un- 
« derſtand it, I hope nothing will ever be brought 
into this houſe that is or can be detrimental there- 
to; if there ſnould, it would moſt certainly be re- 
« jected. I am ſure, Sir, that I know of no ſuch 
* deſign, I know of nothing that is to be brought 
in, that can any way injure the trade of the nation; 
but if any thing can be propoſed for the improve- 
ment thereof, I ſhall very readily agree to it, and 
« ſo II hope will every gentleman in this houſe. 

© I agree, Sir, with the honourable gentleman who 


* ſpoke laſt, that the complaints of the people are 
not 
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f | © not to be neglected, when they are ſincere and 

n true; I hope they will always be regarded by every 

'e | © gentleman in this houſe : If the peoplearehampered 

e in their trade, or in any other way hurt, they muſt 

— feel it, and they will feel it — they begin to 

e | complain; in ſuch caſe, it is the duty of this houſe 

'© | © not only to hear their complaints, but to find out 

s, © a remedy if poſſible: But, Sir, the people may be 

y | © taught to complain, they may be made to feel 

t- | * imaginary ills, and by ſuch practices they are often 

d induced to make complaints before they feel any 

0) | * uneaſineſs. However, let the peoples complaints 

or be real or imaginary, let them be well or ill found- 

yy ccd, it does not ſignify to the preſent queſtion : If 

is | © the gentlemen think it neceſſary to add the words 

ie | * they have propoſed, the adding or not adding of 
© them is to me a matter of abſolute indifference, 

er | * they may do whatever they think proper.” 

a- 

to Walter Plumer Eſq; one of the repreſentatives u Pe 

is | for the borough of Apulby in Weſtmoreland, ſaid, Pech. 

at | * do not know, Sir, whether or no the people may 

r- | © be taught to complain when they feel no hurt; but 

it lam ſure, that if they are by any means taught not 

d * to complain, they will at laſt come to feel the hurt 

at ö © moſt ſeverely; and then perhaps their complaints 

an | * may ſignify nothing, they will be contemned even 

n- |; * by thoſe who have done them the greateſt inju- 

ht © ries,? 

-. 

re- Sir Jobn Barnard, * Sir, If the honourable gen- sir 7:4» 

ch |: * tleman on the floor thinks that our trade cannot be 

ht! © hurt by what the people ſeem to be afraid of, I am 

nz |. * ſure he muſt think that he underſtands trade better 

e-“ * than all the traders in England: And if he thinks 

ad | * he has a better notion of trade than all the traders 
iin England, Ido not really underſtand what trade 

no! he means, but he muſt mean by the trade of the 

re * nation ſomething different from what 1s thereby 

ot | meant 
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meant by all thofe that are concerned therein. 1 


© thought, Sir, I had given a ſufficient reaſon for 
© adding the words I propoſed, but ſince it has been 
© mfinuated that they are liable to the ſame objection 
that the words firft taken notice of by me, are 
liable unto, I muſt explain my ſelf a little farther. 
© It is certainly to be preſumed, that this houſe will 
© never agree to any thing that is deſtructive to the 
< liberties, or detrimental to the trade of the nation; 
©] am ſure, if ever we do, we ſhall do what is in- 
* conſiſtent with the honour and juſtice of Parlia- 
© ment, This, Sir, is certainly not to be preſumed ; 
yet we find there is a ſpirit of jealouſy gone forth, 
© there are very general apprehenſions that ſome 
* fuch thing is intended; and for this reaſon, Sir, 
I moved for the amendment; but there are no jea- 
*Jouſtes, no fears, of our falling into unreaſonable 
* heats and animoſities; his Majeſty, I hope, never 


© had any ſuch jealouſy, and I am ſure the body of | 


* the people apprehend no ſuch misfortune * and 


© therefore, Sir, there is no reaſon for having any | 


* ſuch words in our addreſs. 


The queſtion was then put, and the amendment 
propoſed was agreed to without any diviſion, - After 


Sir Thomas Ajton, one of the repreſentatives for the 
borough of Lzverpoo! in Lancaſhire, ſtood up and 
faid, Sir, I cannot in any addreſs to be preſented 
to his Majeſty, approve of ſaying what I do not 
© believe to be true. It is propoſed that we ſhould 
© copgratulate his Majeſty upon the ſituation of af- 
fairs both abroad and at home. This, Sir, I can- 
not by any means agree to, becauſe I do not really 
- think that our affairs are in the beſt ſituation either 
abroad or at home. Are not our neighbours the 
French {till going on in fortifying and reſtoring the 
harbour of Dautirt, under our very noſe, and con- 
| < trary 
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Alley, and there, Sir, there are ſuch abominable 


trary to the faith of the moſt ſolemn treaties? We 
cannot now ſay that the French are our good allies, 
and by their behaviour in this particular, we ma 
ſee that we cannot much depend on the faith of 
any of the treaties now ſubſiſting between us and 
them: Even this very affair we may perhaps in a 
little time hear made uſe of as an argument for 
our keeping up a numerous ſtanding army in time 
of peace; and can we expreſs a ſatisfaction at 
the preſent ſituation of our affairs, as long asthere 
is any argument left for keeping up a numerous 
ſtanding army in time of peace, Which has always 
been thought ſo inconſiſtent with the conſtitution 
and the liberties of our country? 

Have our merchants, Sir, as yet met with any 
redreſs for thoſe depredations committed upon them 
by the Spaniards ? Is not that affair ſtill delayed 
and put otf, notwithſtanding of the moſt explicit 
engagements entered into by the famous treaty of 
Seville, that treaty which we have heard ſo much 
applauded, and by which we entered into engage- 
ments of the greateſt conſequence; on our part, it 
has been moſt punctually performed, and yet our 
plundered countrymen, our merchants are ſtil] 
waiting for reparation which in juſtice 4s due 
to them, which by the moſt ſolemn engagements 
has been ſtipulated for them, and which was, I may 
ſay, the taly ſtipulation in our favour contained 
in that treaty. Shall we then ſay, Sir, that we are 
ſatisfied with the preſent ſituation of our affairs, 
while the cries and complaints of our injured and 
unredreſſed countrymen are daily meeting us in 
every corner of the ſtreets ? 

Again, Sir, as to our home: affairs, is not our 
trade daily decaying? even our ſtaple manufacture 
is almoſt quite undone. There is ſcareely any ſort 
of trade in a thriving eondition, but that in Change- 


© frauds, 


ITY 
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* frauds, and ſuch wicked impoſitions daily practi- 
© ſed, that many honeſt well-meaning men have 
* thereby been totally ruined and undone. Does not 
* almoſt every ſeſſion of Parliament open to us ſome 
new ſcene of villainy and roguery ? Theſe cala- 
* mittes are almoſt univerſal ; they do not fall upon 
* ſingle perſons, or upon a few, but upon mul. 
© titudes at a time; and theſe, Sir, for what I know, 
© may be owing in ſome meaſure to ſome of thoſe 
© perſons who have in their hands the management 
of public affairs: It may be owing to their neglect 
* that rogues are thus enabled to dreſs up and ma- 
nage ſuch public ſcenes of knavery. While ſuch 
* fraudulent practices are ſuffered, and our trade 
* thereby ſo much injured, can we approach the 


© throne, and ſay in ſuch a ſolemn manner, that we 


are ſatisfied with the ſituation of our affairs 
* at home? For my part, Sir, I am no way ſatisfied 
* with the preſent ſituation of ouraffairs either abroad 
© or at home, and therefore I muſt move that theſe 
* words ſhould be left out, or ſome way altered. 


Upon this the right honourable Mr. Speaker roſe 
up and acquainted him, that by the orders of the 
houſe, and the conſtant forms of their proceedings, 
the making of an amendment to any part of a mo- 
tion, was an approbation of every preceding part 
of that motion; and as that part of the motion 
which he propoſed to amend, preceded that which 
the houſe had agreed to amend, therefore they 
could not now receive his motion. | 


This laſt motion being thus dropt, the queſtion 
was put upon the motion made by Mr. Bromley, as 
mended by Sir Jobn Barnard and Mr. Shippen, and 
was carried without any diviſion ; whereupon an ad- 
dreſs was drawn up, and being approved of by the 
houſe, the ſame was preſented to his Majeſty on the 
i8thof January, and is as follows, viz, 


Moſt 
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b Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

> c E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Au 

t 6 ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain da * 

> in Parliament aſſembled, humbly beg leave to re- 

; turn your Majeſty our moſt ſincere and hearty 

1 thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the 

„ © throne. 

L The ſituation of affairs both at home and a- 

e broad, gives your faithful Commons the higheſt 

t ſatisfaction, and fills their hearts with the deepeſt | 

t « ſenſe of gratitude to your Majeſty, being fully ſen- 

- FF <« ſible, that the preſent happineſs we enjoy, is the 

h © intire effect of your Majeſty's wiſdom and reſolu- 

e © tion, | 

e «© Such ſupplies as ſhall be neceſſary for the ho- 

e © nour, ſafety, and defence of your Majeſty, and 

8 * your kingdom, ſhall chearfully and effectually be | 

d © raiſed by your faithful Commons, with all poſſible b 

d < duty to your Majeſty, and a juſt regard and con- 

e c cern for thoſe we repreſent. | 

\ FF *<« We alſo beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that | 
iin all our deliberations, as well in raiſing the ſup- f 

e |Þ plies, as in the diftribution of the public reve- ; 

e | © nues, we will purſue ſuch meaſures as will moſt : 

;, | * conduce to the preſent and future eaſe of our fel. - g 

. © low-ſubjects, and ſuch as, agreeably to your Ma- | 

rt © jeſty's known goodneſs and gracious intentions to- | 

n * wards your people, and the conſtant endeavours of | 

h your faithful Commons, ſhall be conſiſtent with ; 

y | © the honour and juſtice of Parliament, and with the 
trade, intereſt,” and liberty of the nation. | 
' ©* That our proceedings may carry with them the ; 

n © weight and credit, which always ought to attend | 

is | © the reſolutions of the Commons of Great Britain, 

d and that the neceſſary diſpatch may be 2 to 

2 dhe public buſineſs, we will uſe our utmoſt endea- 

ie | vours to avoid all unreaſonable heats and animoſities, 

i& | © nor ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted by any ſpecious ö 


«* prgtences 
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pretentes whatſoever, from ſtedfaſtly purſuing 
© the true intereſt of our country, which, in purſu- 
© ance of your Majeſty's moſt gracious recommen- 
dation, from your great example, and our own in- 
diſpenſable duty, ſhall upon all occaſions be our 
« firft and principal care. 


To which addreſs his Majeſty returned the fol- 
lowing moſt gracious anſwer, viz. 


Gentlemen, 

N J Return you my thanks for theſe dutiful aſſurances of 
your zeal and affection for me: And I make no doubt 
but that your reſolutions to purſue ſuch meaſures, as 
will moſt conduce to the eaſe and true intereſt of all my 
ſubjefts, will as effectually recommend you to the good 
opinion and eſteem of my people, as they are acceptable 

lo me. 


Stock -job- On the 25th of January, it was ordered, nemme 
bing dill. contradicente, that leave ſhould be given to bring in 


a bill to prevent the infamous practice of ftock-job- Þ 


bing. 


3 On the 31ft day of January, the houſe of Com- 
bringing iv mons happening to have no preſſing buſineſs imme - 


alen. diately before them, 


Samuel Sandys Eſq; ſtood up, and fpoke in ſub- 


ſtance as follows, viz. 


Mr. Sandy: Sir, As the houſe ſeems at preſent tobe at leiſure, | 
© T ſhall take the opportunity — them in mind of 
« a bill that for two or three ſeſſions ſucceſſively has 


ſpeech, 


« paſſed in this houſe without any oppoſition, and 


has been as often thrown out in the other. What | 
their reaſons were in the other houſe for ſo often] 


* throwing out ſuch a bill, I ſhall not take upon me 


© ſo much as to gueſs at ; but I think it never met 


© with any real oppoſition in this houſe : There were 
© indeed fome gentlemen who teſtified a — of 
| illike 
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« diſlike to the bill, but I think they never carried 
it fo far as to form any argument againſt it, or to 
© bring the affair to a debate. It has been often re- 
marked, that there never was as yet any thing 
brought into either houſe of Parliament, that was 
really in itſelf uſeful and neceffary for the public 
welfare, but what by a proper perſeverance was at 
« laſt carried through and paſſed into a law. Even 
* a good thing may for a conſiderable time by many 
be miftaken ; from private paſſions and prejudices, 
for want of being rightly underſtagd, it may for 
* ſome time meet with oppoſition, but truth and rea- 
« ſon will always at laſt prevail, and when we are 
fully convinced of the goodneſs and uſefulneſs of 
© what is offered, it has always hitherto been found, 
* that a ſenſe of our duty, has, in both houſes of 
Parliament, got the better of all other paſſions 
* which ſome men might privately harbour in their 
* breaſts. This, Sir, encourages me to perſevere in 
* what I have fo often had the honour to offer to this 
« houſe, and to renew it again this feſſion, notwith- 
* ſtanding its bad fate in former ſeſſions of Parlia- 
ment. I am thoroughly convirged, chat what 1 
have to offer is not only a good thing, but abfo- 


| + lutely neceſſary for the preſervation of our conſti- 


« tution ; and therefore, I hope it will, by its own 
weight, at laſt force its way through the oppolition 
© it has hitherto met met with. 

believe, Sir, every gentleman in the houſe by 
© this time ſuppoſes, that I mean the bill for making 
more effectual the laws in being, for difabling per- 
* ſons from being choſen members of, or ſitting or 
voting in the houſe, who have any penſion during 


1 pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any of- 


« fice held in truſt for them. This is the bill, Sir, 
I propoſe to have renewed, and as this houſe thas 
been fully appriſed of the contents of che bill de- 


| .* ſigned in former ſeſſions for theſe good and ſalu- 


* tdry purpoſes, I have prepared a bill which I have 
=O © here 
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© here ready to offer to the houſe, and which is the 
© very ſame, word for word, with that which in 
© the very laſt ſeſſion of Parliament had the appro- 
© bation of this houſe z I therefore think it quite un- 
© neceſſary to move the houſe for leave to bring in 
« ſuch a bill; but my motion, Sir, ſhall be, for leave 
© to bring up the bill which I have now in my hand.” 


Upon this there enſued a debate, in which the fol- 
lowing gentlemen ſpoke in ſubſtance, or to the et- 
fe& as follows; viz. | 


Thomas Winnington Eſq; one of the repreſentatives 
for the borough of Droitwich in Worceſterſhire, ſaid, 
Sir, As to the bill mentioned by the honourable 
© gentleman who ſpoke laſt, which has been ſo often 
* paſſed in this houſe, I have nothing to ſay againſt 
it; and I do not know but that the bill the ho- 
© nourable gentleman has prepared, may be the very 
* ſame with that which had the approbation of this 
© houſe in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; I believe 
it is the ſame: but, Sir, the conſtant practice of 
© this houſe has been, at leaſt for a hundred years 
© paſt, that no bill ſhall be brought into this houſe, 
© till leave be firſt asked and granted for bringing 
in ſuch a bill as is moved for. This, I ſay, Sir, 
has been for many years the method uſually ob- 
< ſerved in this houſe, and I can ſee no reaſon why 
it ſhould be altered in the preſent caſe. It is indeed 
my opinion, that in no caſe it ought to be al- 
< tered ; for if we ſhould again fall into the ancient 
© method, and allow every member to preſent what- 
ever he pleaſed to the houſe, we might perhaps 
-© ſoon have ſome things brought upon our table, 
. < which we ſhould have good reaſon to wiſh had 
never appeared there. If that ancient cuſtom 
ſhould be revived, of allowing every member to 
bring at once into the houſe Whatever he _ 
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* the houſe might be ſurpriſed into things which 


* might be very improper, and perhaps altogether in- 
conſiſtent with the honour and dignity of this 
* houſe, For this reaſon, Sir, I think that the mo- 
tion made by the honourable gentleman ought not 
* to be complied with, and therefore I move for the 
order of the day.” 


Sir Edward Stanley, one of the knights of thes;r Z4werg 
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ſhire for the county of Lancaſter, ſaid, © Sir, Since S 


the honourable gentleman has aſſured us, that the 
bill he has prepared, and has now in his hand, is 
the very ſame with that which in laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament had the approbation of this houſe, I 
* muſt be of opinion, that there is nothing extra- 
* ordinary in the motion he has made. We are told, 
« Sir, that it has been the conſtant practice of this 
* houſe for many years, that no bill ſhall be brought 
in without having firſt obtained the leave of the 
* houſe for ſo doing; why, Sir, this is the very thing 
* the gentleman has moved for : He has moved for 
leave to bring up a bill which he tells you is the 
very ſame with that you have already ſo often ap- 
proved of: There can be nothing irregular in ſuch 
* motion; and therefore, Sir, I ſecond it.“ 


Sir William 2. onge, one of the repreſentatives for gi 1:5 


ſpeech, 


the borough of Honiton in Devonſhire, ſaid, © I do 


© not at all wonder, Sir, to ſee the gentleman who 
* made the firſt motion, perſevere in the ſame thing; 
+ but I muſt confeſs I am a little ſurpriſed to ſee 
ſeveral ſtale topics every year renewed and inſiſted 
on by ſome gentlemen in this houſe, notwithſtand- 
ing their having ſeen theſe topics ſo often diſap- 
proved of by a majority of the houſe. As to 
* theſe, Sir, Tam really quite tired with hearing the 
ſame arguments repeated over and over again every 
« ſeſſion of Parliament. The honourable gentleman 
© ſhould not have ſaid that the bill he mentioned 
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had always paſſed even in this houſe without any 
oppoſition; there was generally fome gentlemen 
appeared againſt it, and even teſtified their diſlike 
to it. But let the bill be what it will, let it be a 
good thing, or let it be a bad thing, the manner 
in which the gentleman deſires to have it introdu- 


ced, is very extraordinary. It is indeed a privi- 


lege of the members of the other houſe, that any 
Lord may offer a petition or a bill to the houſe 
without aſking leave of the houſe ; but this privi- 
lege the members of this houſe have, for the ſake 
of decency and order, given up long ago : and I 
can ſee no manner of reaſon for our re-aſſuming 
it, or for our beginning now to extend our privi- 
leges beyond what they have been for ſo many 
years paſt, As to the bringing of bills into this 
houſe, it is well known, that the uſual motion on 


ſuch occaſions is for leave to bring in ſuch a bill as 


is propoſed ; but this is a new ſort of motion, it 
is a motion for leave to bring up ſuch a bill; 
which is a very extraordinary ſort of a motion, and 


ſuch as I am ſure there is in the preſent caſe no 


manner of occaſion for, and therefore I really think 
the motion ought to be rejected, it ought to have 
a negative put upon it. But ſince the worthy gen- 
tleman near me has waved that point, and has 
moved for the order of the day, therefore I ſhall 


% 


now only ſecond his motion.” 


Walter Plumer Eſq ſaid, Sir, as for the mo- 
tion made by the honourable gentleman that ſits 
by me, there is nothing in it but what is warranted 
by precedents of late years, and therefore I ſhall 
be tor it. But I cannot but take notice of what 


the worthy gentleman who ſpoke laſt was pleaſed 
to ſay, as to the ſame arguments being repeated 


4 every ſeſſion of Parliament, though the majority 
? had often determined againſt them, That gen- 
« tleman may in that reſpect think which way he 


* pleaſes, 
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« pleaſes, but really, Sir, I could never yet think 
© that the determination of the majority could alter 
the nature of right and wrong, or that ſuch a de- 
termination could make a good argument a bad 
one, or a bad argument a good one, If a gentle- 
man happens to be of the minority, he muſt ar 
that time ſubmit to the determination of the ma- 
* jority ; but his opinion may remain the fame, he 
may {till be convinced that he was in the right: 
And, Sir, let the majority determine as often as 
they will, yet I ſhall always be ready to offer thoſe 
arguments which I take to be good arguments, a- 
gainſt any thing that I think is wrong, or in ſup- 
port of what I think is right. The worthy gen- 
tleman ſeems to be much afraid left the members 
of this houſe ſhould re- aſſume any ancient privi+ 
lege, or extend thoſe they at preſent enjoy; I can 
ſee no reaſon for his being ſo mighty cautious in 
this reſpect; but what is now propoſed, is really 
no re- aſſumption of any old privilege, nor is it 
an extenſion of any privilege we now enjoy; it is 
only neglecting a piece of form upon an extraor- 
dinary occaſion, when there appcars to be no man- 
ner of uſe in obſerving it. 
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Sir Jobn Ruſbout, one of the repreſentatives for sir 7 
the borough of Eveſbam in Worceſterſhire, ſaid, £101 


* Sir, I wonder to hear it inſiſted on, that the motion 
* made by the honourable gentleman on the floor, is 
* ſo new or ſo unprecedented a motion. It is well 
* known, that the ancient method of this houſe al- 
* ways Was, for any member to offer whatever he 
0 pp to the houſe ; and of late years, even ſince 
have had the honour to fit in this houſe, J re- 
member that there was a bill preſented in the ſame 
manner, or rather in a more extraordinary man- 
ner, and that was, Sir, the laſt ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus act. I believe one of the gentlemen 
© under the gallery may remember the method in 
2 which 


1 
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which that bill was brought into this houſe; I am 
ſure there are many gentiemen now in the houſe, 
who may remember, that the gentleman who 
brought in that bill, was ſitting cloſe at the bar of 
the houſe, when he role up, and after informing 
the houte of the danger that the crown and king- 
dom were in from the rebellious plots then carrying 
on, and that it was at that juncture abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to empower his Majeſty to ſecure the per- 
ſons of thoſe whom he ſuſpected to be plotting a- 


houſe, that he had prepared a bill for that purpoſe, 
and therefore he moved for leave to bring it up; 
which was immediately granted, and the bill was 
I believe that very day twice read, and order'd to 
be committed : This, Sir, was ſomething more 
extraordinary than what 1s now moved for, becauſe 
the bill then ordered to be brought up, was a bill 
that had never been before this houſe, and con- 
ſequently, no member of the houſe could be any 
way appriſed of the contents thereof ; whereas the 
bill now in queſtion, 1s a bill that has not only 
been before this houſe, but has frequently had the 
approbation of this houſe.” 
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Sir Nile Sir William Yonge : © Sir, there ſeems to be a 


Yonge's 2d c 
ſpeech. 


miſtake as to what was ſaid about the members of 
this houſe not being allowed to bring in any thing 
without leave of the houſe : This, Sir, has not 
properly any relation with what are called the pri- 
vileges of this houſe ; it 1s only a reſtraint that the 
members of this houſe have thought proper to lay 
on themſelves, for the more orderly carrying on 
the public buſineſs, and to prevent any thing that 


reſtraint has been found ſo convenient and ſo ne- 
ceſſary for preſerving the honour and dignity of 
© the houſe, that it has never for many years been 
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« departed 


gainſt our eſtabliſhment ; he then informed the 


is trifling from being brought before us ; and this 
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«* departed from, but upon the moſt extraordinary 
| « occaſions.* | 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. Sir, what Sir Rebe, 
the honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to move — 
for, is certainly an extraordinary method of pro- 
cecding, and a method which is never followed but 
on ſome very extraordinary and preſſing occaſion. 

As to the precedent mentioned, it was one of 
the molt extraordinary occaſioas that ever can hap- 
pen, and in a caſe that required the utmoit diſ- 


- * R „ 


r 
GG ˙ 


patch, I cannot think there is any compariſon be- 
5 tween that caſe and the preſent; there is, Sir, in 
) the preſent caſe, no neceſiicy for going into any ex- 
. * traordinary method, nor is there the leaſt occaſion 
. for any extraordinary diſpatch. We have time 
* enough for obſerving the ordinary methods of 
4 © procecding. The fate of the bill does no ways 
7 depend on its being introduced in this extraordina- 
> ry manner, nor docs it depend on its being brought 
7 * in this very day, or at this very time. It the gen- 
2 tleman ſhould move in the uſual manner for leave 
to bring in a bill, and orders ſhould be thereupon 
given by the houſe to ſome gentlemen to prepare 
a and bring in the ſame ; can it be ſaid that this me- 
f thod would be any hindrance to the paſſing of the 
> bill, or that the delaying the bringing in of the 
t bill till to-morrow, will occaſton the putting it off 
for this ſeſſion of Parliament? Therefore, Sir, 
e * ſince the paſſing of this bill requires no extraordi- 
y vary diſpatch, ſince the obſerving our uſual method 
n | of proceeding cannot be of any prejudice to the 
ct | © paſſing of the bill, I hope the gentlemen will not 
is |þ © inſiſt upon this extraordinary method of having 
leave to bring it up immediately.“ 5 
1 Samuel Sandys Eſq; Sir, I ſhall be very far Bur. Se- 
d © trom making any compariſons between the caſe in 4 24 


| © hand, or between any caſe, and that which imme- A 
Y 3 « diately 
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« diately concerns the ſafety and preſervation of the 
crown. But, Sir, as I had aſſured you that the 
bill which I have in my hand, was the very ſame 
with that which had before been approved of by 
this houſe, I thought it was quite unneceſſary for 
the houſe to obſerve that ceremony of ordering 
ſome gentlemen to prepare and bring in a bill 
"which was already prepared, and which the houſe 
has approved of in the very laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment. This, Sir, was my reaſon for moving for 
leave to bring 1t up. Ido not deſire to bring any 
thing into this houſe without firſt having the leave 
of the houſe for ſo doing ; yet I cannot think, that 
though the ancient method of proceeding were re- 
vived, the houſe would be in any danger of being 
ſurpriſed into any thing: There is no bill can paſs 
in this houſe till 1t has been three times read in the 
houſe, and has paſſed through a committee of the 
houſe ; and while thoſe forms are obſerved, the 
houſe never can be ſurpriſed into the paſſing of 
any bill, even though we ſhould again re- aſſume 
that privilegs, of every member's having a power 
to bring into the houſe whatever he pleaſes. Ir is 
not the reſtraint we have laid ourſelves under, that 
prevents the houſe*s being ſurpriſed ; it is the ne- 
ceſſity of having the bill ſo often read before it 
can paſs; for when a gentleman has moved for 
leave to bring in any bill for the purpoſes he men- 
tions, the houſe cannot know whether the bill pre- 
pared and brought in, be according to their orders 
till it be once read in the houſe : Some gentlemen 
might move for leave to bring in a bill, and upon 
their obtaining ſuch leave, and being ordered to 
prepare and bring in the fame, they might prepare 
and bring in a bill of a quite different nature, but 
this would probably be diſcovered on the firſt 
reading, the bill would without doubt be thrown 
out, and whoever endeavoured thus to impoſe on 
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the houſe, would deſerve, and would probably 
meet with a moſt ſevere cenſure. 

But, Sir, the preſent diſpute is not, Whether 
any thing ſhall be brought into the houſe without 
leave; the whole diſpute really ſeems to be be- 
tween the words 7o bring vp, and the words 7 bring 
in. For my part I am quite indifferent in this at- 
fair; whether I have leave to bring it up now, or 
to bring it in a little while hence, does not, in my 
opinion, ſignify much : if I have leave to bring it 
UP, I muſt immediately take a walk to the bar ; 
if I have leave to bring in a bill, and am ordered 
to prepare one for that purpoſe, I ſhall take a 
walk the ſame way in a very little time: this I 
do not take to be any material difference. But as 
for the bill itſelf, I do think it of ſuch conſequence, 
that if there were any method by which we could 
ſhew a more than ordinary regard to the bill, that 
method ought certainly to be obſerved.” 


a , 
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The right honourable Mr. Speaker then read from Mr. Spesk- 
the journal of the houſe, of the gth year of his late“ eech- 


Majeſty*s reign, the precedent mentioned by Sir Fohn 
Ruſhout ;, and then ſaid, Gentlemen, the uſual me- 
* thod of proceeding in this houſe, as to the bringing 
in of bills, is firſt to move for leave to bring in a 
bill for ſuch and ſuch purpoſes, and that being a- 
« greed to, the houſe then orders ſome of their own 
number to prepare and bring in the bill; this is 
the uſual method: but in the precedent I have 


© now read to you, it appears, that the then So- 


* licitor-General moved for leave to bring up ſuch a 
© bill, which was granted, and he immediately 
* brought up the bill, and the ſame was read a firſt 
time; from which it is plain that Mr. Solicitor, 
© when he made his motion, informed the houſe that 
© he had prepared ſuch a bill, and had it then ready 
© to be laid before them, and therefore he moved for 
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© Teave to bring it up, which it ſeems the houſe at 
© that time complied with.” 


Upon this ſome gentlemen in the houſe ſuſpecting 
that he was, in purſuance of this precedent, going 
to put the queſtion on the motion made by Mr. 
Sandys, they called out, No, no: Whereupon he 
ſaid, Gentlemen, as to the affair in hand, or any 
© affair that comes before this houſe, I am not to ap- 
© pear of one ſide of the queſtion nor of the other. 
< Itis my buſineſs to take care, that the orders and 
methods of proceeding {hall be regularly obſerved. 
In all queſtions about order, I am to inform you, 
ſo far as conſiſts with my knowledge, of what has 
© been formerly done in the like caſes ; and I am to 
© take care, that all decency and order ſhal! be ob- 
< ſerved both in our debates and proceedings: This 
< is my duty, and this I ſhall always endeavour to 
< perform, as far as lies in my power; in all caſes I 
am to obſerve thoſe directions that the houſe ſhall 
© be pleaſed to give, and in the preſent caſe I only 
© deſire to know from you, what method you will 
© obſerve, whether you are inclined to follow the 
< precedent now read to you, or if you are in- 
© clined to proceed according to the method uſually 
© obſerved : But I muſt put you in mind, that if 
© you proceed according to the uſual method, de- 
* cency requires, that the bill ſhall not be brought 
in immediately after the order for preparing and 
bringing in the ſame ; it is neceſſary that ſome time 
« ſhould intervene, between the order for preparing 
< it, and the preſenting of it to the houſe, and there- 
© fore I mult deſire, that thoſe gentlemen who ſhall 
be ordered to prepare and bring it in, may not go 
immediately to the bar, and tell us that they have, 
according to order, prepared ſuch a bill, and are 
© ready to bring it in. . After this, ol 


Sir 
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t Sir William Wyndham, one of the Knights of theſe Ville 


ſhire for the county of Somerſet, ſaid, © Sir, I ama. 


« ſurpriſed to hear any gentleman in this houſe find 


Y fault with gentlemen inſiſting upon their opinions, 
8 notwithſtanding their having been diſapproved of 
. by a majority in former ſeſſions of Parliament. I 
e do not think, Sir, that the majority's being of a 
y © contrary opinion, can ever be made uſe of as an 
» « argument for convincing men that they are in the 
. wrong: The minority, notwithſtanding their be- 
d ing outvoted, may ſtill have as good an opinion 
J. « of their opinions, as the majority have of theirs. 
u, It has often happened, that what has been diſap- 
as « proved of by the majority in one ſeſſion of Parlia- 
to « ment, has been approved of by a majority in ſome 
o- future, perhaps in the very next, ſeſſion of Parlia- 
is ment; and even as to the bill now in hand, it has 
to been two or three times approved of, by the majo- 
1 « rity of this houſe, and as often rejected or diſap- 
all proved of, by the majority of the other houſe; 
ly « what their reaſons were, I do not know, but I am 
il of opinion, that the ſame reaſons againſt the bill 
he © were not offered to the members of this houſe, that 
n- « were offered to the members of the other : for if 
ly they had, it would probably have been diſappro- 
af. ved of, and rejected by the majority even of this 
le © houſe. From hence it appears, that the majori- 
ht « ty*s being of any one opinion, is no infallible ſign 
nd « of that opinion's being right. This, Sir, I thoughc 
me « myſelf obliged to take notice of, that thoſe gentle- 
ng men who happen to be generally of the ſame opi- 
re- nion with the majority, may not from thence con- 
1all « clude that they are certainly right. As to the mat- 
go ter now in diſpute, I really think it is of no mo- 
ve, ment: Whether the gentleman ſhall have leave to 
are bring up the bill, or to bring in a bill, is to me a 
* matter of ſo much indifference, that I cannot find 
© out a reaſon why the gentleman's motion ſhould 

Sir © have been oppoſed ; for to order a gentleman to 


© pre- 
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© prepare a bill, after he has told us that he has pre- 

£ pared one, and that it is the very ſame with what 
© the majority of this houſe has in former ſeſſions ap- 

proved of, really ſcems to me to be a little in- 
congruous : I can find out no reaſon for gentle- 
men's inſiſting upon this piece of incongruity, un- 
leſs it be, that they have a diſlike to the bill it- 
© ſelf. We certainly ought, in general, to obſerve 
© the uſual method of proceedings ; but ſurely, we 
< ought not to obſerve any cuſtomary method, when 
C the obſerving it appears to be in itſelf abſurd.” 


La) « * 


- 


Mr. Sandys at laſt, not inſiſting on his motion, 
but agreeing to have the bill brought in according to 
the uſual method, the queſtion was put for leave to 
bring in a bill, for making more effectual the laws 
in being, for diſabling perſons from being choſen 
members of, or ſitting or voting in the houſe of 
Commons, who have any penſion during pleaſure, 
or for any number of years, or any offices held in 
truſt for them; which was agreed to without an 
oppoſition; and Mr. Sand) au Sir Edward Stanley 
were order'd to prepare and bring in the me. 
Then the houſe reſolved itſelf into a committec of 
the ſupply, and as ſoon as that was over, Mr. Sanays 
preſented the ſaid bill to the houſe, which was 
received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be 
read a ſ-cond time, 

On Friday the 2d of February, the houſe of Com- 
” mons reſolved itſelf into a committee, to conſider 
farther of the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, in which 
committee (the Secretary at War being then ill, and 
not able to attend the houſe) Townſhend Andrews Eſq; 
one of the repreſentatives for the borough of Hindon 
in Wiltſbire, moved, That the number of effective 
men to be provided for guards and garriſons in 
Great Britain, and for Guernſey and Ferſey, for 
< the year 1733, be (including 1815 invalids, and 

4 8 55 men, which the ſix independent companies 

I © conſiſt 
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men, commiſſion and non-commiſtion officers in- 


© cluded. 
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This motion was ſeconded by Francis Whitworth Moden fox 
Eſqz one of the repreſentatives for the borough ofen tt. 


Minehead in Somerſetſhire ;, and in oppoſition thereto 
the right honourable the Lord Morpeth, eldeſt fon 
to the Earl of Carliſle, and one of the repreſentatives 
for Morpeth in Northumberland, moved, That the 
number ſhould be only 12,000 effective men, in 
which he was ſeconded by Edward Harley Eſq; 
one of the Knights of the-ſhire for the county of 
Hereford. 

Upon this there enſued a very long and a warm 
debate, of which we ſhall give only ſome of the moſt 
general heads, becauſe we gave a full account of the 
debate on this ſubject in the preceding ſeſſion of Par- 
lament, and ſhall hereafter give an account of a de- 
bate upon the ſame ſubject in another place. 

The principal ſpeakers for the firſt motion, be- 
ſides the two gentlemen above-named, were Sir Tho- 
mas Robinſon, one of the repreſentatives for the bo- 
tough of Morpeth in Northumberland; Sir Richard 
Lane, one of the repreſentatives for the city of 
Morceſter; Sir Archer Croft, one of the repreſenta- 
tives for the borough of Boraiſton in Devonſhire ; 
Sir William Jonge; the honourable Henry Pelham 
Eſq; one of the Knights of the ſhire for the county 
of Suſſex ; Horatio Walpole Eſq; one of the repre- 
ſentatives for the town of Yarmouth in Norfolt; and 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer : And the principal 
ſpeakers for the ſecond motion, beſides the two gen- 
tlemen above-named, were Thomas Bramſton Eſq; 
one of the repreſentatives for the borough of Malden 
in Eſſex; Henry Rolle Eſq; one of the Knights of 
the ſhire for Devonſhire; Sir Fobn Barnard; the 
Maſter of the Rolls; William Shippen Eiq; Sir 
William Wyndham ; Thomas Palmer Eſq; one of the 
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repreſentavives for the town of Bridgewater in Somer- 
ſelſbire; Thomas Wyndham Eſq, one of the repre- 
{catatives for the borough of Sudbury in Suffolk; the 
honourable Edward Digby Eſq; one of the Knights 
of the ſhire for Warwickſhire, William Pulteney Eſq 
one of the repreſentatives for the borough of Heydon 
in Yorkſhire, Sir Fobn St. Aubin, one of the Knights 
of the ſhire for the county of Cornwall; Sir Thomas 
Saunderſon, one of the Knights of the ſhire for the 
county of Lincoln; and Sir Fobn Hynde Cotton, one 
of the repreſentatives for the town of Canbridge. 

The chief arguments made uſe of in general, by 
thoſe who were for the firſt motion, were, That 
though the public Tranquility of Europe was now 
eſtabliſned, yet the preſcrvation t!:crcof depended 
on ſo many accidents, that it could not be certain- 
ly relied on, and therefore we ought always to be 
in ſuch circumſtances, as to be able not only to de- 
fend ourſelves, but likewiſe to fulfil all our engage- 
ments to our allies : That there was ſtill a very 
powerful and a very conſiderable party in the 
kingdom, firmly attached to the intereſt of the 
Pretender, and daily watching for an opportunity 
to diſturb the quiet of the nation, by endeavouring 
to overturn the preſent happy eſtabliſhment ; and 
therefore it was neceſſary to keep up, an armed 
force, ſufficient to diſſipate any ſudden inſurrection, 
that might be raiſed by ſuch men: That this party 
was {till the more audacious, and the more to be 
dreadcd, becauſe they were encouraged and ſpirited 
up by a great many ſcandalous and ſeditious libels, 
which were daily ſpread abroad even by thoſe 
* who pretended to be friends to the Proteſtant 
« ſucceſſion, and to the illuſtrious family now on the 
< throne.” 


Sir Archer Croft ſaid, *That the continuing of the 
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I ſame number of forces was the more neceſſary, be- 


<xcauſe, to his knowledge, Popery was increaſing 
| | very 
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very faſt in the country; for that in one pariſh 

© which he knew, there were no leſs than ſeven Po- 
piſn prieſts; and that the danger from the Preten- 

der was the more to be feared, becauſe they did 
not know but that he was then breeding his ſon a 

| «* Proteſtant.* Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer took Mr. Chan- 
notice, That a reduction of the army was the chief ug ofthe 
ö thing wiſhed ſor and deſired by all the Jacobites ve 
© in the kingdom ; that no reduction had ever been 

* made, but what gave freſh hopes to that party, 

and encouraged them to raiſe tumults againſt the 
government; and he did not doubt, he ſaid, but 

that if they ſhould reſolve to reduce any part of the 

* army, there would be poſt-horſes employed that 

very Night to carry the good news thereof to the 
Pretender and his adherents beyond ſeas. And 
Horatio Walpole faid, © That the number of troops Heraris 
then propoſed, was abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport “ l. 

* his Majeſty's government, and would be neceſ- x 
* ſary as long as the nation enjoyed the happineſs 

of having the preſent illuſtrious family on the 

« throne.” 


The chief arguments made uſe of in general, by chief argu- 
thoſe that were againſt the firſt motion, and for the duden. 
ſecond, were, That if they gave any credit to his 
* Majeſty's ſpeeth from the throne, at the opening 
© of the ſeſſion, which they were in duty bound to 
do, the tranquillity of Europe never was, nor ever 
could be on a more firm baſis than it was at pre- 

« ſent, and therefore a reduction was now to be made 
© in the army, or ſuch reduction was never to be ex- 
« pected. As to the Pretender, they did not believe 
© that there was any conſiderable party for him in this 
nation: That that pretence had always been a mi- 
© niſterial device, made uſe of only for accompliſh- 
ing their own ends; but that it was in reality a 
mere bugbear, a raw head and bloody bones, fit 
only to frighten children ; for that they were oy 
. " "IS 


334 


Sir William 
Wyxzdban's 
ſpeech. 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1733, 
© well convinced, his Majeſty reigned in the hearts 
and affections of his people; upon that his Ma- 
jeſty's ſecurity depended, and if it did not depend 
on that, the illuſtrious family now on the throne 
could have but little ſecurity in the preſent num- 
< ber, or in any number of ſtanding forces that could 
< be kept up for its defence: That if there was any 
diſaffection or any diſcontent in the nation, it was 
owing to the keeping up of ſuch a numerous ſtand- 
ing army, in time of peace within this kingdom, 

whereby the people were ſubjected to many loads 
and hardſhips, which they were never before ac- 
« quainted with: That the people of England had 
© never gone into any violent meaſures, or carried 
their reſentment to any pitch againſt the Prince up- 
© on the throne, but when the Prince, or thoſe em- 
< ployed by him, were firſt in the fault: That this 
maxim was ſo generally trye, that in our whole 
© hiſtory there was no inſtance to the contrary, but 
c only that which happened in the reign of King 
© Charles I. and that therefore if there was any unea- 
« fineſs among the people, the proper remedy was, 
to remove thoſe things which were the cauſes there- 
© of: If the miniſters ſhould change their meaſures, 
© the people would certainly alter their minds, That 
the Dutch were, by the ſituation of their country, 
© ina much more dangerous ſtate than we are or can 
© be in, and yet the Dutch had then reſolved on a 
reduction of their army; and therefore they thought 
© we could have no pretence for continuing ours.“ 


 @ N 8” 


Sir William Wyndham ſaid, * That though the ge- 
© neral arguments in the affair before them, had of- 
© ten been canvaſſed in that houſe, yet ſays he, the 
debate of this day ſeems to me ſomething new: In 
former years, the gentlemen who were pleaſed to 


© argue for the continuance of a numerous ſtanding. 


© army in time of peace, always argued for the con- 
© tinuance thereof only for one year longer; m gen- 
= * tlemen 
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* tlemen have nowthrown off the mask, and are be- 
come daring enough to declare, that the ſame num- 
© ber of forces muſt always be kept up: A nume- 
© rous army muſt for ever be continued, and be 
© made, as it were, a part of our conſtitution. We 
have already continued the army ſo long, that 
* ſome gentlemen have told us to-day, what no man 
| would have ventured to have told us a few years 
ago; and if we continue the ſame army but a lit- 
« tle while longer, it may be in the power of ſome 
« gentlemen to talk to this houſe in terms that will 
© be no way agreeable to the conſtitution, or to the 
« liberties of our country. To tell us, Sir, that the 
* ſame number of forces muſt be always kept up, is 
a propoſition full fraught with innumerable evils, 
8 
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and more particularly with this, that it may make 
wicked miniſters more audacious than otherwiſe 
they would be, in projecting and propagating 
ſchemes which may be inconſiſtent with the liber- 
ties, deſtructive to the trade, and burdenſome on 
the people of this nation. In countries which are 
governed by ſtanding armies, the inclinations of 
the people are but little minded, the miniſters 
place their ſecurity in the army, the humours of 
the army they only conſult, with them they divide 
the ſpoils, and the wretched: people are plundered 
i by both. : 

_ © In this country, Sir, his Majeſty has the hearts, 
the hands and the purſes of all his ſubjects at his 
ſervice, and may he have them always at his ſervice : 
but I hope they will never be in his power : His 
Majeſty deſires no ſuch thing; he never can deſire 
it; he depends only on the affections of his people: 
and therefore, Sir, I am convinced that the de- 
mand of ſo numerous a ſtanding army, never could 
come from him: It is no way neceſſary for his ſup- 
port, whatever it may be for the ſupport of thoſe 
1- | © who now deſire to have it continued.“ 
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In this debate Mr. Rolle, among other things, 
ſaid, That to him it appeared that in order to pre- 
ſerve ourſelves againſt one who might perhaps 
© prove a tyrant, we were going to eſtabliſh 18,000 
< ryrants, and to make their eſtabliſhment in ſome 
* meaſure a part of our conſtitution :. And that in or- 
der to be free of a religion which we think a bad 
one, we are reſolved to have none at all : That as 
to the party which the Pretender had in this nation, 
he could not believe, he faid, there was any ſuch 
thing : It was nothing but a mere pretence, and the 
making uſe of that pretence on all occaſions, real- 
ly could not but make him recal to mind, that 
wicked and blaſphemous ſaying of Pope Leo X. 
© who, on occaſion of a proceſſion's paſſing by while 
© he wasatan elegant entertainment, ſaid to his Car- 
© dinals, Quantum profuit nobis bæc fabula Chriſti !* 
This ſpeech, Mr. Rolle concluded with theſe words: 
Let us, ſays he, do as our forefathers uſed to do; 
* Let us remove the wicked from before the King, that 
« ſo his throne may be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. 


T 


Mr. Pulteney, among a great many other ſmart 
things, ſaid, That he could not but be diverted with 
© ſome arguments that were then, and had been on 
former occaſions made uſe of for keeping up a 
* ſtanding army in time of Peace. Laſt year, /ays 
< be, we were told that a Popiſh ſolicitor was a dan- 
* gerous man to the government, and now that Po- 
< pith ſolicitor has ſpawned out ſeven Popiſh prieſts, 
© and even the poſt-horſes I find have joined in this 
< traitorous contederacy.* 


As to the argument drawn from the reduction of 
the Dutch forces, it was replied, That the reduction 
mentioned was not then agreed to by the States-Ge- 
neral : It was a great queſtion, whether it would or 
no; and if it ſhould, it was only a reduction of the laſt 
augmentation, whereas the laſt » 
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reduced by us long ago; ſo that the Dutch 
were now only a going to make that reduction, 
which we had made upon the firſt proſpect we had 
of ſeeing the tranquillity of Europe eſtabliſhed ; and 
though the reduction propoſed in Holland ſhould be 
made by them, yet they would ſtill have in pro- 
portion a much greater number of ſtanding forces, 
than what was then propoſed to be kept up in this 
kingdom. | | 
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Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, © He could Sir B., 


made, as to the people's never carrying their reſent- 
ment to any pitch againſt the Prince upon the throne, 
unleſs the prince or thoſe employed by him were 
firſt guilty of ſome fault. The gentleman, ſays 
he, was pleaſed to admit of one exception to this 
rule, and that was in the caſe of King Charles I. 
But the gentleman ought, I think, to have admit- 
ted of another exception, and that was in the time 
of the King the very laſt upon the throne. Ido 
not-know what pitch of reſentment the gentleman 
may mean, but I am ſure there were ſome people 
who carried their reſentment againſt that King to 
a very high pitch, and it cannot be ſaid that he was 
ever guilty of any fault; nor will it be ſaid, I be- 
lieve, that thoſe employed by him had then at leaſt, 
been guiity of any fault : yet ſome people carried 
their reſentment ſo high, that they appeared in 
arms in order to dethrone him; thank God they 


did not ſucceed in their attempt, they happened 


© luckily to be defeated by the ſmall number of re- 
© gular forces we had then in the kingdom, which 
© were much inferior to them in number; ſuch, Sir, 
© was our great good luck at that time : but I muſt 
© ſay, that thoſe gentlemen who deſire to have the 
country left as void of defence as it was at that 
© time, can have but little regard for our preſent 
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c happy: conſtitution, or for the ſecurity of the illu- 
< ſtrious family now upon the throne.” 


At laſt the queſtion was put on the motion made 
by Townſhend Andrews Eſq; and it was agreed to, 
239 to 171, | | 


On Monday the 5th of February, this reſolution of 
the committee of ſupply was reported to the houſe, 
and thereupon Vatkin-Filliams Nynn Eſq; Knight of 
the ſhire for Denbighſhire, ſtood up, and moved for 
the recommitting of that reſolution z which motion 
was ſeconded by William Bromley Eſq; one of the 
repreſentatives for the town of Warwick; and there- 

n there enſued a new debate, in which the princi- 
pal ſpeakers for recommitting, beſides the two gentle- 
men juſt named, were Sir Jobn St. Aubin, Samuel 
Sandys Eſq; Sir Wilfred Lawſon, one of the repreſen- 
tatives for Cockermouthin Cumberland, William Gwyn 
Vaughan Eſq, Knight of the ſhire for the county of 
Brecon ; George Heathcote Eſq; one of the repreſen- 
tatives for the borough of Hinder in Wilthire, and 
Thomas Wyndham Eſq; And the principal ſpeak- 
ers againſt recommitting, and for agreeing with the 
committee, were the Lord Harvey, eldeſt ſon to the 
right honourable the Earl of Briſtol, and one of the 
repreſentatives for the borough of St. Edmund*s Bury 
in Suffolk; the Lord Malpas, eldeſt ſon to the right 
honourable the Earl of Cholmondeley, and one of the 
repreſentatives for the borough of Vindſor in Berk- 
ſhire; Joſeph Danvers Eſq; one of the repreſen- 
tatives for the borough of Bramber in Suſſex ; To- 
mas Clutterbuck'Eſq; one of the repreſentatives for 
the borough of Leſcard in Cornwall; Mr. Attorney 
General, and Col. Martin Bladen, one of the re- 
preſentatives for the borough of Stockbridge in Hamp- 
ſhire. In this debate the arguments made uſe of on 
both ſides were much the fame with thote made 17 

| 0 
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of in the committee, and therefore we ſhall paſs them 
over; only Mr, Clutterbuck having ſaid that he won- 
dered to ſee gentlemen fo jealous of incroachments 
upon our conſtitution, at a time when it was in its 
greateſt vigour, and ſhone forth in its pureſt luſtre; 
Mr. Wyndham, in anſwer to him, gave the houſe a 
very ſuccinct, hiſtorical account of our conſtitution, 
and of the ſeveral dangers it had been in, and the 
changes it had gone through ; and from thence he 
ſhewed, that it was very far from being now in its 
greateſt vigour, but that, on the contrary, there were 


many bad cuſtoms had crept in of late, which were 


of dangerous conſequence to our conſtitution, and 
might prove to be the cauſe of its overthrow, if ſome 
effectual remedy was not ſpeedily applied. 


At laſt the queſtion was put for recommitting the 
above - mentioned reſolution of the committee, which 
was carried in the negative, 207 to 143; after which 
the ſaid reſolution, and the other reſolution the com- 
mittee had come to, were agreed to by the houſe, 
without any amendment or diviſion. | 
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Then the Lord Morpeth roſe up,and in a ſhort and Motion tor 


pathetic ſpeech repreſented the bad circumſtances of 
the nation by reaſon of the great debts and the many 
taxes the people groaned under, and therefore con- 
cluded with a motion, That an humble addreſs be 
* preſented to his Majeſty, humbly to deſire his Ma- 
« jeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed, from 
his earneſt deſire to eaſe his people of every charge 
not abſolutely neceſſary, and his regard to the 
* conſtitution of this kingdom, to take the firſt fa- 
vourable opportunity of making a reduction of 
* thoſe forces which the houſe hath voted in purſu- 
© ance of the eſtimate laid before them by his Maje- 
© ſtyꝰs direction. b 


= This 
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Speakers and This motion was ſeconded by Samuel Sandys Eſq; 


and the other chief Speakers in favour of it were, Sir 


William Wyndham, William Pulteney Eſq; William 
Shippen Eſq; and George Heathcote Eſq; The ar- 
guments made uſe of in general were; the great ne- 


ceſſity that there was for taking all opportunities to 


reduee the public expence; that thereby ſome of 
thoſe taxes might be taken off, which at preſent lay 


ſo heavy on our trade and our manufactures, that 
moſt of our neighbours were enabled to underſel us 
in foreign markets: That the keeping up of a ſtand- 
ing army in time of peace, without any abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for ſo doing, was altogether inconſiſtent with 
the liberties of this nation: That though there might 
be at preſent an abſolute neceſſity for keeping up the 
number of forces agreed to by that houſe, yet that 
neceſſity might ceaſe in a few months, perhaps in a 
few weeks; and if fo, it would then become neceſ- 
fary both for the eaſe of the nation, and for the pre- 
ſervation of the conſtitution, to diſband ſome of them: 
That though the King was always to be preſumed to 
be thoroughly acquainted with the circumſtances of 
the nation, and always inclined to do that which 
might moſt contribute tothe public welfare, yet it had 
always been the cuſtom of that houſe, and was the 
duty of the houſe, to addreſs the King upon matters 
of very great conſequence; in order to recommend 
to his Majeſty — meaſures which they thought 
would conduce moſt to the happineſs and ſafety of the 
nation. 


Speakers and The ſpeakers againſt this motion were, Mr. Soli- 
— citor General, the Lord Harvey, Henry Pelham Eq; 


and Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and their ar- 
guments in general were, that the preſenting of ſuch 
an addreſs was in ſome meaſure inconſiſtent with the 
reſolution they had juſt then agreed to : It was re- 
ſolving that the number of forces for the year 1733, 
ſhould be ſo many; and addreſſing that they ſhould 

not 
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5 not be ſo many; that theſe two reſolutions following 
1 one another upon their journals, would appear to be 
s very extraordinary : That beſides, the preſenting of 
5 ſuch an addreſs would be diſreſpectful to his Majeſty, 
5 in ſo far as it would be a ſort of inſinuation that his 
f Majeſty might neglect taking the firſt opportunity 
y of reducing the army, and thereby leſſening the pub- 
u lic charge; and as they never yet had the leaſt occa- 
1 ſion to ſuſpect any ſuch thing, it would be now un- 
U juſt to harbour any ſuch ſuſpicion : That in many 
A caſes it might be the cuſtom, it might be the duty of 
h that houſe, to addreſs the throne on particular emer- 
1 gencies, but in a caſe that regarded his Majeſty and 
* his adminiſtration in ſuch a general manner as the 
t caſe in hand, it would be moſt diſreſpectful ; they 
a might as well addreſs his Majeſty to govern accord- 
? ing to law, or not to incroach upon the conſtitution , 
D and an addreſs in ſuch terms would, they believed, 
is be allowed to be ſhewing a very high diſreſpect to 
0 the King upon the throne. 

vg 

h In this debate Mr. Sh:ppen having inſiſted a good Me Sie. 
d deal on his Majeſty's knowing how much the nation 
de was loaded with debts and taxes, and how inconſiſt- 
= ent it was with our conſtitution, to keep up a ſtand- 
4 ing army in time of peace, and that therefore his 
i Majeſty, he was ſure, would not look on their pre- 
e ſenting of ſuch an addreſs as any way diſreſpectful to 


him; and ſome of his expreſſions on this ſubject ha- 
ving been taken notice of, and pretty much inveigh- 


* ed againſt by the gentlemen of the other ſide, Mr. 


I; Shippen in his reply, ſaid, * That he could not but 
look on himſelf as a very unfortunate man, for that 
h © in the late reign he had incurred the diſpleaſure of 
e many gentlemen, and had undergone a ſevere cen- 
. ſure of that houſe, for ſaying that it was one of the 
. « greateſt misfortunes of his late Majeſty's reign, that 


© he did nat know our language, and was unac- 
t 2 3 quainted 
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gquainted with our conſtitution ; and now, ſays he, 


© 1 find I have diſobliged ſeveral gentlemen by ſay- 


ing that his preſent Majeſty well knows the cir- 

* cumſtances of the nation, and 1s acquainted with 
* our conſtitution, But let them take it as they will, 
© I muſt think that his Majeſty is thoroughly ac- 

*- Quainted with both, and that therefore he will look 

upon ſuch an addreſs as proceeding from chat ho- 
© neſt care and concern which we ought to have for 
* thoſe who ſend us hither, and not as proceeding 
from any diſreſpect towards him. His Majeſty 

© cannot be diſpleaſed therewith, and thoſe we re- 

* preſent muſt be highly pleaſed to ſee us ſo watchful 
* of all opportunities to leſſen their charge, and to re- 
* commend their eaſe and advantage to the crown.“ 


At laſt the queſtion was put, and the houſe came 
to a diviſion, but 1t was carried in the negative, 203 
to 136, 


On the 7th of February, het the day on which 
the houſe of Commons was (according to order) to 
reſolve itſelf into a committee to conſider of ways 
and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty; the following motion was made, viz, * That 
this houſe will raiſe the neceſſa ſupplies for the 
current ſervice of this year, — 2 creating any 
* new debt upon any fund whatſoever.” This mo- 
tion occaſioned a long debate, but at laſt upon the 

ueſtionis being put, it was carried in the negative; 

after which they went into the ſaid committee, but 
the affair againſt which the ſaid motion was deſigned 
did not come on that day, however we ſhall have 
occaſion to take notice of it hereafter. 


On the 13th of February, Sir Wilfred Lawſon 


pri de- ſtood up, and ſpoke to the effect as follows: Sir, 


The many and great loſſes our merchants have ſu- 
+ ſtained by t the depredations committed on them by 
the 
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the Spaniards, are, I believe, well known to every 


gentleman in this houſe, and it is likewiſe known 
that by the ſecond ſeparate article of the treaty of 
Seville, all thoſe affairs were to have been ſettled 
and adjuſted in the ſpace of three years: Theſe 
three years are now expired, but I do not find 
that any body knows how any of thoſe affairs have 
been ſettled and adjuſted, at leaſt, I cannot hear 
of any one of our merchants who has met with 
any redreſs. 


As the time is now expired, I hope our mer- 


* 


C 
C 
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chants have already got, or are very ſoon to re- 


ceive a ſufficient reparation for all their ſufferings ; 
this, Sir, I hope for, and I ſhould be extremely 
glad to have my hopes confirmed : it 1s an affair 


on which the happineſs of many private men de- 


pends, and is of ſo much conſequence both to the 


honour and trade of this nation, that it is incum- 
bent upon us, as members of this houſe, to inquire 
into it; and therefore, Sir, I ſhall move, that an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 


will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that 


there may be laid before this houſe, copies of the 
reports made by his Majeſty's commiſſaries in 
Spain, together with all letters and papers relating 
thereto ; and what ſutisfaction has been made to 
the ſubjects of Great Britain for the loſſes they ſu- 
ſtained by the depredations of the Spaniards in 
Europe, or in the Indies, purſuant to the ſecond 
ſeparate article of the treaty of peace, union, friend- 
ſhip, and mutual defence between the crowns of 
Great Britain, France and Spain, concluded at 
Seville, on the 9th of November, 1729. 


This motion being ſeconded, there enſued a de- 


bate thereon z in which the gentlemen after-named 
ſpoke to the effect as follows, 


Z 4 Mr. Chan- 
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Mr, Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, Sir, ſuch 
an addreſs as has been moved tor, may, if gentle- 
men inſiſt on it, be preſented to his Majeſty, but 1 
can now aſſure you, that there is as yet nothing that 
his Majeſty can lay before you; for though by the 
treaty of Seville the commiſſaries of the two nations 
were to ſettle all the affairs referred to them by that 
treaty, within the ſpace of three years from the 
date thereof, yet by reaſon of ſeveral unforeſeen 
accidents, they never could meet ſo as to enter upon 
or do any buſineſs, till the month of February laſt. 
Since that time they have been proceeding upon the 
affairs referred to them, but as yet there is nothing 
brought to that maturity, or formed into ſuch a 
ſhape, as to be proper to be laid before this houſe. 
The delays they at firſt met with, made it neceſſa- 
ry to prolong the time for ſettling and adjuſting 
thoſe matters; and therefore it has been agreed be- 
tween the two nations that the three years ſhall be 
computed from that day in February laſt, on which 
the commiſſaries firſt met, and by that time it is 
to be hoped that all thoſe affairs will be ſettled in 
ſuch a manner, as will give full ſatisfaction to every 
member of this houſe, and full reparation to every 


one of the ſubjects of Great-Britain, who has met 


c 
c 
c 
c. 
c 


c 


with a real injury from the Spaniards.” 


William Pulteney Eſq; ſaid, * Sir, There is a 
term made uſe of in the Exchequer, called Nichil, 
which term las been ſometimes made uſe of by the 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and has often been gi- 
ven as an anſwer to this houſe, when accounts of 
the produce of ſome certain branches of the reve- 
nue have been called for. Now as to the preſent 


© affair, it may be that there has not as yet been any 
* thing done, .or at leaſt not brought to maturity, 

formed into ſuch a ſhape as to be proper to be 
laid before this houſe : This, I ſay, Sir, mp 
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the caſe, though I muſt ay, it is a little ſurpriſing 
that in ſo long a time there ſhould have been no- 


345 


thing done; however, ſuppoſing that it is the caſe, 
yet his Majeſty may give us this Exchequer term 
for anſwer z he may tell us that there has not as 


yet been any thing done : It is from his Majeſty 
only, that this houſe can properly have an anſwer : 


Even ſuch an anſwer we are not to take from any 


member of this houſe, or from any ſubject what- 
ſoever. And as the preſenting ſuch an addreſs to 
his Majeſty will ſhew our conſtituents that we are 


careful of the affairs of the nation, and have a' 


concern for the merchants who have been ſo great 


ſufferers by the depredations committed by the 
Speniards ; therefore I am for agreeing with the 


motion.“ 


Sir Thomas Aſton ſaid, © Sir, if in all this time Sir ... 
there has been nothing done by thoſe commiſſaries, #7 


I am much afraid that this affair may be ſpun out 
to a very great length, I do not know but that 


it may laſt as long as the gentlemen who are em- 


va as our commiſſaries may live; for as they 


ave thereby a good ſalary from, and all their 
charges borne by their country, they may not per- 
haps be too haſty in concluding the affairs referred 
to them, and thereby putting an end to the bene- 
ficial poſt they enjoy; and on the other hand it 
is to be preſumed, that the Spaniards will make 
uſe of all the excuſes they can invent, for delay- 


ing their making that reparation which in juſtice 
they ought to do, and which we are engaged in 
honour to inſiſt on. It is therefore our duty as 
members of this houſe, to deſire from time to time 


to know what is doing in an affair, in which both 


the intereſt and the honour of the nation is ſo much 


concerned, in order to prevent all unneceſſary de- 
lays, and to ſatisfy the world that this nation does 


not tamely put up ſuch injuries.“ 


John 
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ir iſrecch. the borough of Whitchurch in Hampſhire, ſaid, © Sir, 
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I find there is a very great miſtake as to the gen- 
tlemen who are employed as our commiſſaries in 
Spain; I muſt do thoſe gentlemen the juſtice to 
declare, that, to my knowledge, they very much 
deſpiſe the ſalaries they have from the public, and 
are puſhing, as much as poſſible, the accommoda- 
tion of all the affairs reterred to them, in order 
that they may return home to look after their pri- 
vate affairs, I am very ſure that there is not one 
of thoſe gentlemen, who, for the ſake of the ſa- 
lary, would have gone out of the kingdom, or 
who would ſtay one month in Spain, or any where, 
for the ſake of enjoying ſo trifling a benefit. It 
was the hopes only of being ſerviceable to their 
country, that prevailed on any of them to go thi- 
ther, and they are doing as much as lies in their 
power to render their ſervice as beneficial as poſ- 
ſible to their country; the ſooner that affair is 
brought to a concluſion, the more beneficial will 
their ſervice certainly be. This, Sir, I know to 
be the caſe as to the gentlemen that are employed; 
but if it were otherwiſe, his Majeſty would certain- 


ly take care that no unneceſſary delays ſhould be 


allowed in an affair of ſuch conſequence, and cer- 
tainly will lay before this houſe an account of all 


the proceedings in that affair, as ſoon as it can be 


conveniently done; and therefore I muſt be of 
opinion, that there is no occaſion for our preſent- 


ing any ſuch addreſs as has been moved for.“ 


William Pulteney Eſq; Sir, We may always de- 
pend on it, that his Majeſty will take all poſſible 
care of this, as well as of every other affair that 
regards the honour or the happineſs of the nation; 
but im all affairs, his Majeſty muſt employ others 
under him, he muſt neceſſarily employ miniſters 
and other inferiour agents to tranſact and — 

© tac 
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« the public affairs of the nation, and as they 

be — or negligent, therefore it is —— 
« and has always been the practice of this houſe, to 
« inquire into the management of affairs of great 
« conſequence, In the preſent caſe, I am for the ad- 
« dreſs propoſed, becauſe it will be a ſpur to the 
« miniſters, to procure as ſpeedy and as ample a ſa- 
tisfaction to our injured merchants, as they can 
« poſſibly get. Our having taken notice in the laſt 
« ſeſſion of Parliament of the Spaniſh depredations, 
« procured, I believe, Sir, thoſe commiſſions and in- 
« {truftions which were laſt ſummer ſent to his Ma- 
« jeſty's ſhips of war in the Weſt-Indies. That, I 
believe, Sir, was the chief cauſe of ſending ſome 
of our ſhips to the Spamſh coaſt, to demand ſatis- 
faction for Engliſh merchant ſhips which they had 
« violently taken, and unjuſtly confiſcated. One of 
« theſe captains did accordingly, in purſuance of the 


inſtructions he had received, ſend his boat with his 


« lieutenant and ſome of his ſailors on ſhore, to de- 
© mand the ſatisfaction propoſed ; but the Spaniards 
« were ſo far from complying with ſo juſt a de- 
mand, that they added a new affront, and made 
the lieutenant and the men priſoners ; whereupon 
© he, like a brave, honeſt, downright Engliſh cap- 
© tain, did what he ought to do, he ſeized the firſt 
© Spaniſh ſhip he could meet with: But I have 
© been ſince informed, that this Spaniſh ſhip has been 
© reſtored, though the Eng ſhip has neither been 
© reſtored, nor have the owners met with any ſatiſ- 
faction for the damage and loſs they have ſuſtain- 
ed. How this came about; how we came to re- 
* ſtore this ſhip to them, before they had agreed to 
« releafe our ſhip, is more than I know, or can com- 
* prehend : for, as they had done the firſt injury, 
© they ought, in my opinion, to have been obliged to 
© have made the firſt reparation, As to the gentle- 
men that are employed as our commiſſanes in 
* Spain, I do not know whether they _— their 
| * ſalaries 
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ſalaries or no, but I am ſure if they continue as 
long in Spain, as one , gentleman ſeems apprehen- 
ſive they may, it will verify what I ſaid in this 
houſe in relation to thoſe affairs, that it would have 
been better for the nation, and more to the ſatis- 


faction of the ſufferers, to have given up the af- 


fair at firſt, and to have given the ſum of money 
which ſuch commiſſion might have colt the pub- 


lic, to be divided among our merchants who had 


been robbed and plundered by the Spaniards : for 


even as it is, I am afraid that if the charges that 


that commiſſion has already, and will ſtand the. 
public in, were to be deducted from the ſum which 
we may recover from the Spaniards by way of re- 
paration, there will very little remain to be divided 
among the ſufferers.? 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir, I do not 
know where the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt got his information, 1n relation to the reſtitu- 
tion of the Spaniſh Ship he mentioned; but where- 


ever he got it, I can aſſure him it is wrong: for 


at the ſame time that orders were diſpatched from 


hence for releaſing the Spaniſh ſhip, there were 


orders diſpatched from Spain for releaſing and re- 
ſtoring the Engliſb Ship and cargo which they had 


before taken; and her not being reſtored, is not. 


owing to. any neglect here, or at the court of 
Spain, but to the excuſes, ſhifts and delays that are 
made uſe of by his Catholic Majeſty's governors 
in the Veſt. Indies, who notwithſtanding their ha- 
ving received expreſs orders from their court for 
the deliyering up of that ſhip and cargo, had found 
out ſome new pretences for delaying the ſame.” 


Walter Plumer Eſq; ſaid, Sir, F rom what 


mer's ſpeech. © the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt has been 
pleaſed to tell us, I cannot but with pleaſure ob- 


( 


ſerve, 
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* ſerve, that if ever any future war ſhould happen 
* between Spain and us, we muſt certainly get the 
better of them ; for our governors and officers in 
the Weſt-Indies are, it ſeems, moſt punctual and 
exact in obſerving and obeying the orders and in- 
ſtructions they receive from hence, even though 
they may be perhaps not much to their own pri- 
vate liking; whereas, on the other hand, it appears 
0 nos g 4 

that his Catholic Majeſty's governors and officers 
* in thoſe parts have but little regard to the expreſs 
* orders they receive from him ; his Majeſty, it 
* ſeems, has no authority over his own officers, and 
© conſequently in caſe of a war between us, we would 


. 


have a very conſiderable advantage over that 


0 
4 


nation.“ | 


Beſides the above-mentioned gentlemen, Horatio Other 
Walpole Eſq ; and Colonel Bladen ſpoke againſt ad- eker. 


dreſſing, but as all the ſpeakers againſt it ſeemed to 
be pretty indifferent, and the gentlemen of the other 
ſide inſiſting upon their motion, therefore it was at 
laſt agreed to without any diviſion; and the addreſs 
having been accordingly preſented, Mr. Comptroller 
reported to the houſe, on the 16th, his Majeſty's an- 
ſwer, which was thus: 


6 # = HAT although by the treaty of Seville the king: 


commiſſaries on the part of Great-Britain uſwer 


and Spain, were to meet within four months after 
the exchange of the ratification of that treaty, and 
their commiſſions to continue for three years from 
the date of the ſaid treaty z and although his Ma- 
jeſty's commiſſaries were appointed on the 2d of 
* April 1730, yet by ſeveral unforeſeen accidents the 
* meeting of the commiſſaries in Spain was ſo long 
, — that the firſt conferences were not opened 
* *till the 23d of February 1732, N. S. and that as 
* ſo much time was elapſed before the opening of 
© their commiſſions, it has been ſince agreed, — 
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the two crowns, that the three years for finiſhing 
the commiſſion of the ſaid commiſſaries ſhall be 
* computed from their firſt meeting on the 23d of 
February laſt ; which makes it impracticable for 


his Majeſty to give the DG, for laying a 
e, 


perfect account before this 
© fired in their addreſs.” 


On the 14th of February, the houſe of Commons 


of what 1s de- 


bill. 1ſt re-reſolved, that it would on Tueſday morning then 


6 
T3 
his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America, ſhould be 
< — into Ireland, but from Great Britain 
0 15 


next reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 


houſe, to conſider of the ſtate of the trade of his 
Majeſty's ſugar Colonies ii America; but upon the 
ſaid Tueſday it was put off till next day, being Wed- 


neſday the 2 1ſt of February, when the houſe did re- 
ſolve itſelf into the ſaid committee, and Thomas Win- 


nington Eſq; moved for a reſolution, That no 


ſugar, paneels, ſyrups, or melaſſes, nor any rum or 
ſpirits, except of the growth or manufacture of 


be. Covg'e This motion was oppoſed by Walter Carey Eſq; 


repreſentative in Parliament for Clifton, &c. who 
ſaid in ſubſtance, That he would with all his heart 
join in any proper meaſures that could be propoſed 
for encouraging our ſugar colonies, but he could 
not agree to the altering the laws as they then ſtood 
vith reſpect to the importation into Ireland: That 
the allowing of rum to be imported directly into 
Ireland from any of our colonies in the Meſt-Indies, 
© was with deſign to diſcourage, as much as pofſible, 
the conſumption of French brandies in that king- 


dom; whieh deſign would be intirely overthrown 


by che reſolution propoſed, if any new law ſhould 

be made in purſuance thereof; for if it ſhould be 

made neceſſary to bring rum to, and enter it in 

England before · it could be. carried to IE = 
* wO 
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| * would very much enhance the price of that com- 
B * modity, by which the conſumption thereof would 
f * be diſcouraged and diminiſhed, and the conſump- 
* tion of French brandies would conſequently be 
* increaſed : That he . it was unreaſonable to 
lay ſuch a reſtriction on the trade to Jrelaud, be- 
© cauſe that kingdom was a part of our own domi- 
* nions, and contributed very conſiderably tothe riches 
RA * and power of England: That beſides, if a law 
* ſhould be made in the terms of the reſolution pro- 
* poſed, it would probably embroil us with ſome of 
* our neighbours: That he did not know but the 
French would look on it as a breach of that arti- 
. cle of the treaty of Utrecht, by which it was ſtipu- 
* lated that the trade between France and us ſhould 
remain on the ſame footing it was on at that time; 
and the Portugueze would certainly look on it as 
Ds © a breach of the treaties of peace and commerce 
f ſubſiſting between us and them, becauſe by ſuch a 
Fg © law the importation of Portugal ſugars directly 
* into Ireland, would be expreſly prohibited.” 


331 


Fohn Scroope Eſq; repreſentative in Parliament for Mr.Screege's 
the city of Briſtol, {aid in ſubſtance, * That as to the r*. 
4 * enhancing of the price of rum in [reland, and 
0 thereby diſcouraging the conſumption thereof in 
d * that kingdom, there was no ſuch conſequence could 
d enſue from the reſolution propoſed, or from any 
4 law that could be made in purſuance thereof, be- 


it * cauſe there might ſtill be as much rum as was re- 
= « quilite for the conſumption in that kingdom im- 
„ported directly thither from our own ſugar colonies 
Fi in America; what was propoſed by the reſolution 
by * moved for, was only to prohibit the direct impor- 
A tation of any of the commodities mentioned there- 


d in, from any of the other colonies in America, and 
e ve had very good reaſon for making ſuch a pro- 
in hibition, becauſe it appeared, that what was im- 
it ported directly into Ireland from the other colo- 
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© nies, was generally the produce of the foreign ſu- 
gar colonies in that part of the world, whereby 
< the trade of thoſe colonies was very much encou- 
© raged and improved, to the ruin of our own ſugar 
© colonies in America: That though we were to look 
upon Jreland as a part of our own dominions, yet 
© we ought not to allow them to encroach upon any 
branch of the trade of England: It was very wel! 
* known that they were always endeavouring to 
« encroach upon our trade; and if we did hot take 
care to keep that country under the yoke, they 
« might in time grow fo rich as to be able to throw 
it off, which they would perhaps willingly do, it 
ever it ſhould happen to be in their power: Thar 
* asto Portugal, ſome words might be put in, or 
* ſome proviſo added, for obviating any exception 
* that might be taken by them.” 


George Doddington Eſq; one of the repreſentatives 
for Bridgewater 1n Somerſetſhire, ſaid in ſubſtance, 
That he was forry to differ from his honourable 
friend that ſat by him, but that he had always looked 
on prohibitions: in trade as of dangerous conſe- 
* quence, and that therefore no prohibition ought 
ever to be laid on it, but ſuch as are in their own 
© natureabſolutely neceſſary : That we had no reaſon 
© to be jealous of Ireland, or to lay them under ma- 
ny reſtraints and prohibitions z that country had 
always appeared loyal and zealous for his Majeſty, 
and for the preſent royal family; they had generally 
© behaved as good ſubjects, at leaft for many years 
© laſt paſt; and he believed the beſt way to keep 
© them ſo, was to give them all proper encourage- 
© ment, and to ſhun as much as poſſible laying them 
under any particular reſtraints or diſadvantages : 
That he looked on that __—_ in a very diffe- 
rent light from what ſome other gentlemen ſeemed 
to view it in; the people thereof he always conſi- 
© dered as a part of our ſelves, and he hoped they, 
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or at leaſt the moſt of them, never did, nor ever 
* would look upon themſelves as being under 
« yoke, but that of the government and the laws of 


their native country,” 


Horatio Walpole Eſq; ſaid in ſubſtance, * That as wr. war. 
to what was propoſed by the regulation moved for, eech, 
he did not think that there was any thing in it 
contrary to the treaties of peace or commerce ſub- 
ſiſting between us and any of our neighbours ; it 
was only a regulation of trade within our own do- 
minions, and had no relation to the trade of any of 
our foreign neighbours. If we were to prohibit 
the importation of any one of their commodities in- 
to any part of the Britiſpdominions, they might per- 
haps have reaſon to take it amiſs; they might ſay, 
that ſuch a prohibition was an infringement of ſome 
of the ſtipulations ſubſiſting between us; but what 
was now propoſed, was not a general prohibition, 
it was only the appointing of ſuch particular places 
within our own dominions, for the importation of 
ſuch commodities, and prohibiting the importing 
of them at ſome other places: As this regarded on- 
ly- our trade among our ſelves, no foreign power 
could take any juſt exceptions thereto ; but how- 
ever, ſince there was no deſign of prohibiting the 
importation of French ſpirits, or Portugal ſugars 
directly into Ireland, therefore he would propoſe 
an amendment, and that the reſolution ſhould be 
in the terms following, viz. That no ſugar, paneels, 
ſyrups or melaſſes, of the growth, product or ma- 
nufacture of any of the colonies or plantations in 
America; nor any rum or ſpirits of America, except 
of the growth or manufacture of his Majeſty*s ſugar 
« colonies there, be imported into Ireland, but from 
© Great Britain only.” 
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The reſolution being thus amended, it was agreed 
to without any diviſion ; and then, 
. {7 > <—_— Aa Thomas 
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Second reſo- Thomas Winnington Eſq; ſtood up again, ana mo- 
aan. ved, © That a duty of 4 f. per hundred weight, ſtcr- 
ling money, be laid on all foreign ſugars and pa- 
neels imported into any of his Majeſty's colonies or 
* plantations in America.“ Which was agrecd to 


without any oppoſition, Then, 


30 and ah Col. Martin Bladen moved the two following rc. 
relolutions. ſolutions, viz. 1. That a duty of 6 d. per Gallon. 
* ſterling money, be laid on all foreign melaſſes ain 
< ſyrups imported into any of his Majeſty's colonic; 
or plantations in America; and, 


* 


2. That a duty of 9 d. per gallon, ſterling mo- 
* ney, be laid on all foreign rum imported into any 
of his Majeſty's colonies or plantations in America. 


Sir Jes Sir John Barnard (aid in ſubſtance, * That as the 
Barnard © trade then ſtood between our northern colonies and 
the Freih ſugar iſlands, it appeared that our colo- 
< nies bought melaſſes of them at a very low price, 
and diſtilled them into rum, by which they pro- 
* vided themſelves at a {mall charge with the rum 
that was neceſſary for them in their trade with 
the Indians, and in their fiſhing trade; they had, 
it was true, moſt of the materials for making this 
rum from the French, but then the manufacture was 
all their own, and thereby a great many of our 
* ſubjects in that part of the world were employed 
and maintained: That by laying ſuch a high 
duty on French melaſſes, we ſhould lay them under 
a neceſſity of manufacturing it themſelves, io that 
our ſubjects would loſe all that employment, and 
inſtead of buying melaſſes in their natural dreſ« 
from the French, as they did formerly, they would 
© be obliged to purchaſe the ſame melaſſes manufac- 
« tured into rum, whereby the French ſugar iſlands 
* would take of them at leaſt three times the my 
* Key 


F 
c 
0 
0 
[0 
c 
c 
C 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
« 
0 
0 
0 
£ 
0 
0 

« 

0 

6 

( 

( 

{ 

( 

i 


A. 1733. DEBATES. 


c 
c 


A aA A 0 8 * * * 5 8_ A Pa NR * * * Lo A Lo A A * Lad — ad Lo * A RN «© Lo * A Lo * * „* 


t 


they took formerly. That as melaſſes was a bulky 
commodity, it would not be eaſy to run them into 
any of our northern colonies, ſo that the French 
would be laid under an abſolute neceſſity of manu- 
facturing them into rum; and when manufactured 
into rum, it would be eaſy to carry that rum and 
ſell it in a ſmuggling way to our fiſhing veſſels at 
ſea, and even to run it into every one of our colo- 
nies on the continent of America, The ſea- coaſts 
belonging to us in that part of the world were of 


ſuch a vaſt extent, and ſo many little harbours and 


creeks to be every where met with, the roads ſo 
little frequented, and the towns ſo open, that it 
would be impoſſible to prevent the running of 
French rum on ſhore, or the conveying it from 
one town to another after it is landed. No not 
even if we ſhould ſend thither the whole army of 
exciſe officers which we have here at home. The 
ſending of them thither might indeed add a good 
deal to our happineſs in this country, but all of 
them together could be of noſervice for ſuch a pur- 
poſe in that country. That as to the laying a duty 
both upon foreign rum and melaſſes, he would not 
be altogether againſt it, but then it ought to be only 
a ſmall duty, tor the ſake of giving an advantage 
to our own ſugar colonies in that reſpect, not ſuch 
a high duty as was in a manner equal to a prohibi- 
tion; for that was really granting a monopoly to 
our ſugar iſlands, with reſpect to a commodity that 
is abſolutely neceſſary for our northern colonies 
both in their fiſhing trade, and in their trade with 
the native Indians: and as the French were our 
rivals likewiſe in both thoſe trades; we were about 
giving them a certain advantage as to theſe trades, 
and that without doing them any harm as to their 
ſugar- trade; for if they ſold ſugar and rum cheaper 
than our colonies did, they would have vent e- 
nough for all they could make, they would have 
a ſtolen market for it in the Britiþ dominions, 

Ra 2 and 
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* and an open market in all other parts of the 
© world.” 


Colonel Martin Bladen ſaid, * That he had often 
heard our army of exciſe officers ſet in a very ter- 
rible light, and repreſented as of the moſt dange- 
© rous conſequence to the liberties of the nation; but 
* now he heard it urged that this whole army would 
© not be able to reduce our northern colonies, and he 
Vas {ure if they were not, there was no fear of their 
© being able to reduce this nation. But without ſend- 
ing any of that army to America, he hoped there 
* would be no ſuch thing as ſmuggling in that part 
of the world; it was to prevent ſuch a pernicious 
practice, that he propoſed only laying a duty on 
* foreign rum, he did not propoſe a prohibition, 
and the duty he had propoſed was no higher than 
© what was abſolutely neceſſary for putting our own 
« ſugar iſlands on an equal foot with the French.” 


Sir John Barnard, *© That he had ſaid that our 
whole army of exciſe- men would not be able to pre- 
vent the running of French rum into that country; 
he did not talk of reducing the country, he had 
not ſo much as mentioned the word, but he belie- 
ved it would be much eaſier to reduce the coun- 
try than to prevent the running of French rum into 
< it, in caſe what was then propoſed ſhould take ef. 
« fet: That if the gentleman really meant to pre- 
vent running, he was very unfortunate in what he 
had propoſed, for he had propoſed the only me- 
« thod that could be thought on for ſetting up and 
encouraging the ſmuggling trade, which was that 
of laying on a high duty, equal, if not above the 
« firſt price of the commodity upon which it was 
5 laid.“ 
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There were ſeveral other gentlemen ſpoke upon 
this ſubject, viz. Samuel Sandys Elq; Alderman Parry, 


Une 
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one of the repreſentatives for the city of London, the 

right honourable the Lord Viſcount Percival, one of 

the repreſentatives for Harwich in Eſſex, John 
n B Prummond Eſq; one of the repreſentatives for the 
* towns of Forfar, &c. in Scotland, George Heathcote 
Eq; Captain Edward Vernon, repreſentative for Pen- 
i: MW 137 in Cornwall; Jobn Conduit Eſq; and Sir Wil- 
9 liam Stapleton, one of the Knights of the ſhire for 
e che county of Oxford; ſome of whom were againſt 
ir che two reſolutions propoſed, ſome for amending 
dem, and ſome for agreeing: at laſt the queſtion 
e vas put, and they were ſeverally agreed to, without 
It any diviſion. 


Wy After this the two following reſolutions were a- 5th and 6th 
1, | greed to without any oppoſition, viz, © That all the? 
in duties charged on the importation of all ſugars and 
n paneels of the growth, product and manufacture of 

* his Majeſty's colonies and plantations in America, 

into Great Britain, be drawn back on exportation 
ur of the ſame.? 


y; 2. That a drawback or allowance of 2 5. per 
hundred weight, on all ſugars refined in and export- 
ed from Great Britain, be paid on the exportation 
thereof, over and above all drawbacks or bounties 
to now payable thereon.? 


SE —·˙» A 


= This laſt reſolution was ſeconded by Sir Fobn Bar- Sir Jebe 
he Þ nard, who ſaid, That he would agree to that 1 
ze well as the other reſolution with all his heart, for 
nd ÞÞ © that theſe two were the only reſolutions they had 
at come to, which in his opinion would be of any 
he real uſe to our ſugar colonies ; and particularly the 
vas * laſt reſolution he was glad to ſee moved, becauſe 
© he hoped it would make them think of ſome 
* other things relating to our trade, which ſtood 
on in need of ſome ſuch redreſs from Parlia- 
ry, | Aa 3 ment. 


Inc 
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ment. There were ſeveral foreign materials im- 
ported into this kingdom, liable to duties on im- 
* portation, which duties were drawn back if the 
materials were again exported in the ſame ſhape, 
but if manufactured and made more valuable by 
the labour of our own people, neither the merchant 
nor the manufacturer could draw back the duties, 
even though they fhould afterwards export the 
ſame, and could ſhew that this new manufacture 
was made of materials that had paid a duty on 
importation, and would have had a drawback on 
exportation, if they had been carried out rough as 
they were brought in: This he ſaid was a ſcanda- 
lous overſight when theſe duties were firſt impoſed, 
but it was much more ſcandalous that in fo long a 
time this overſight had never been amended. 
There were, he ſaid, ſeveral examples of this over- 

fight could be given, but he would then only 
mention the duties on foreign hemp, flax, cordage, 
&c. which were drawn back, if the goods 
ſhould be exported in the ſame condition they 
were imported; but if theſe very goods ſhould, 
by the labour and induſtry of our own people, 
be manufactured into cables, ropes and other tac- 
« kle for ſhipping, and then exported, the expor- 
ter could not have any drawback : This, he ſaid, 
was a great loſs to that branch of our trade, which 
was a very conſiderable branch, but would be much 


more conſiderable if it were not for this hardſhip 
it laboured under. 
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Theſe reſolutions being all agreed to as above- 
mentioned, a bill was then ordered to be brought in 
purſuant to them; and the ſame was accordingly 
brought in, and paſſed into a law. 


Penſion bil! On the 21ſt day of February, the bill for making | 
_ the more effectual the laws in being for difabling perſons | 
Commons, from being choſen members of, or ſitting or voting 


in | 
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in the houſe of Commons, who have any penſion 
during pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any 
offices held in truſt for them, was read the third 


e : p 

b time and paſſed ; and Mr. Sandys was ordered to 

y carry the bill to the houſe of Lords, and deſire their 

bY concurrence. 

5 ; : 

a On the 2 3d of February, the houſe, according to Committee 
le . . . of ways and 
0 order, reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole means. 


houſe, to conſider farther of ways and means for rai- 
+ ſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. And the ac- 
count of the monies then remaining in the Exche- 
quer, of the produce of the ſinking fund, diſpoſable 
4 by Parliament, having with others been referred to 
; the ſaid committee, the right honourable Mr. Chan- 
1 cellor of the Exchequer ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſub- 
: ſtance as foilows. 
Sir, in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, this houſe Sir R. B-: 
came to a reſolution, which, in my opinion, was Pots 
a good and a moſt reaſonable reſolution z and that motion. 
* was to eaſe the landed intereſt of one ſhilling in the 
* pound upon the land tax, by granting in lieu 
thereof a duty on ſalt for three years. By this the 
landed intereſt, which has for ſo many years borne 
ſo great a ſhare of the public expence, has in this 
id © laſt year found a moſt ſenſible eaſe; and if any 
4 
* 
c 
1 
0 
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method can be fallen on, for continuing this caſe 
to them, ſuch method ought certainly to be fol- | 
lowed. As I had, in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, | 
the honour of moving for that reſolution, the ap- | 
probation I then met with encourages me now to 
offer to your conſideration another motion, which 


I hope will be equally agreeable, and that is, that | 


iv þ it may be reſolved, «© That it is the opinion of 
SY | © this committee, that towards raiſing the ſupply 
„ granted to his Majeſty, there be iſſued and ap- 

e plied the ſum of 500,000 l. out of ſuch monies as 
mM = ariſen for the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes, or over- 
Aa 4 plus 


| 
| 
| 


360 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 


& plus monies, commonly called the ſinking fund, 
over and above what hath been applied to the 
* payment of one million, towards diſcharging the 
* national debt, purſuant to an act of the laſt ſeſſion 
* of parliament.” This motion, Sir, I hope, will 
meet with the approbation of this houſe ; for it has 
© always been my opinion, and I believe it will be 
< granted by every man, that the public expence 
< ought always to be raiſed, according to that me- 
< thod which is the leaſt burdenſome to the people: 
< By this method we ſhall provide for a great part 
of the current ſervice of the year, without laying 
any burden whatever on the people, and without 
doing any injuſtice to any man, or to any ſet of 


men: The caſe of the creditors of the public, is 


now very much altered from what it was; the 
competition among them is not now, which of 
< them ſhall be firſt paid, but which of them ſh1'l 
< be the laſt to be paid: and therefore gentlemen 
< need not now apprehend, that any of the public 
creditors will look upon this houſe's agreeing to 
this motion as an injuſtice done them, or as any 
hardſhip put upon them; on the contrary, they 
will look on it as a favour, and would be glad 
that a much larger part of that fund were to be ap- 
< plied in the fame manner. And this motion ought 
< the rather to be agreed to, more eſpecially by thoſe 
< who have a regard for the landed intereſt, becauſe 
we can thereby continue to the landed gentlemen, 
that eaſe which we granted them laſt year ; where- 
as if this motion ſhall appear not to be agreeable to 
the Committee, then I or ſome other gentleman 
of this houſe, muſt move for a land tax of two 
ſhillings in the pound, there not being, ſo far as 
I know, any other way or means left of providing 
* for the current ſervice of the year,” ' : 


* 
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Upon this there enſued a long debate, in which 


the following gentlemen ſpoke in ſubſtance; or to 
the effect as follows; viz. 


William Pulteney Eſq; Sir, though I was aware Mr. Pute- 
of the motion now made by the honourable gen- Y ech. 
tleman ſitting near me, yet I was in hopes that 

what he has now moved for, was not all that he 

was to open this day to the committee we are now / 

in; and therefore, Sir, I ſhall conclude with a 
motion of a different kind from what the gentle- 

man has now been pleaſed to make to us. But, Sir 

there is another thing, a very terrible. affair im- 

— fe monſtrous project! yea more mon- 

ſtrous than has ever yet been repreſented! It is ſuch 


a project as has ſtruck terror into the minds of 
moſt gentlemen within this houſe, and into the 
minds of all men without doors, who have any 
regard to the happineſs, or to the conſtitution - of 
their country. I mean, Sir, that monſter, the 
« Exciſe! that plan of arbitrary power, which is ex- 
« pected to be laid before this houſe in the preſent 
« ſeſſion of Parliament. This I ſay, Sir, is ex- 
© pected, and therefore I am for having the whole of 
© that gentleman's deſigns laid before this committee 
< at once, and a ſufficient time given for us to con- 
* ſider the whole, before we come to a reſolution on 
: * any part, 

: Of late years, Sir, gentlemen have been led, I 
do not know how, into a new method of proceed- 
ing in Parliament, a method very different from 
© what our anceſtors always obſerved. In former 
times, the general or particular grievances were 
* firſt examined, conſidered and redreſſed in Par- 
liament, before they entered upon the granting of 
any ſupplies; but lately, Sir, we have been led 
* into a method of granting all the money neceſſary 
for the public ſervice, among the firſt things -_ 
l do. 
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do. The malt tax bill, the land tax bill, and ſuch 
< bills, are now in every ſeſſion the firſt things that 
appear upon the journals of this houſe ; and when 
a — things are finiſhed, the gentlemen in the ad- 
« miniſtration generally look on the whole buſineſs 
of the ſeſſion to be over, If this houte ſhould then 
enter upon any diſagreeable inquiries into grievan- 
ces, we might then perhaps be told, that the ſca- 
ſon was too far ſpent, that it was neceſſary for gen- 
< tlemen to return home, to mind their private at- 
fairs; we might probably be obliged to defer to 
another ſeſſion, what the welfare of this nation re- 
« quired to be determined in the preſent. I hope, 
Sir, gentlemen will conſider this, and that we 
will again begin to follow the wiſe method ob- 
< ſerved by our anceſtors, and keep ſome ſecurity in 
our own hands, for our fitting till we have heard 
and redrefled all the grievances of our fellow-ſ{ub- 
« gects. There are ſeveral things which we ought to 
examine into before this ſeſſion ſhall be concluded. 
Does not every gentleman know, does not every 
« gentleman expect, that there is an application to 
© be made to us from the South Sea company? That 
company has now made choice of a ſet of honeſt 
« proprietors to be the directors of their affairs; they 
are inquiring into the ſtate of that company's affairs, 
and they mult inquire into the management of their 
affairs for ſome time paſt : In both theſe they will 
© ſtand in need of a parliamentary relief, and in both 
it ought to be granted them. 
The honourable gentleman addreſſes himſelf, in 
a very particular manner to the landed intereſt ; 
© I hope every gentleman in this houſe has a regard 
for the landed intereſt ; but I hope the landed 
< gentlemen of this houſe are not to be bullied into 
any miniſterial jobs, by telling them, that if they 
do not agree to ſuch a motion, a land tax of two 
© ſhillings in the pound muſt be moved for. I hope, 
3 . 
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Sir, the landed gentlemen will never be induced 
to conſent to any thing that may undo the nation, 
and overturn the conſtitution for ſo ſmall a bribe, 
ſo trifling a conſideration, as that of being free 
from the payment of one ſhilling in the pound land 
tax, and for one year only. The landed gentle- 
men of this nation, have often ventured their all in 
their country's cauſe, and it is an indignity offered 
to them to imagine, that their paying or not pay- 
ing ſuch a trifle as one ſhilling in the pound land 
tax, will be of any weight with them, when it 
comes in competition with the welfare and the hap- 
pineſs of their country. 
The ſinking fund, that ſacred depoſit for ex- 
tinguiſhing the debts, and aboliſhing the taxes 
which lie ſo heavy on the trade and the people of 
this nation, ought never to be touched ; no con- 
ſideration whatever ought to prevail with us to 
convert that fund to any uſe, but that for which 
it was originally deſigned. It has of late been too 
often robbed ; I beg pardon, Sir, robbing is a 
harſh word, I will not ſay robbed ; but I muſt 
ſay, that upon ſeveral occaſions there have been 
conſiderable fums nipped away from it. Upon 
the demiſe of his late Majeſty, a large ſum was 
taken from the ſinking fund, and applied to the 
civil lift ; by the taking off the ſalt duty, another 
large yearly ſum was taken away from that fund; 
the people are now again charged with that duty, 
but no reſtitution has been made to the ſinking 
fund, Thus, Sir, there has been already a very 
large ſum taken from it at ſeveral times, and now 
it is propoſed to ſnip off of it 500,000 J. at once, 
At this rate, Sir, the people of this nation muſt 
for ever groan under the load of taxes they are 
now ſubject to; and our trade, as long as we have 
any left, muſt labour under the difficulties and diſ 
couragements it is now expoſed to. Is this, Sir. 
conſiſtent with the welfare or happineſs of the aa, 
*- tion * 
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tion? Is this the method by which the landed gen- 
tlemen are to be eaſed of one ſhilling in the pound 


land tax? 


© The honourable gentleman has been called, and 

once had the vanity to call himſelf, the father of 
the ſinking fund; but if Solomon's judgment was 
right, he who 1s thus for ſplitting and dividing the 
child, can never be deemed to be the true father. 
He may claim, and I ſhall allow him the honour 
of being the father of two other children, lately 
brought forth in this nation, a ſtanding army and 
an excife 3 but as for the ſinking fund, he ſeems 
now to renounce all pretences of being the father 
thereof, I ſhall not now, Sir, enter farther into 
the merits of the motion that the honourable gen- 
tleman has been pleaſed to make, becauſe I hope a 
proper time will be allowed for gentlemen to con- 
ſider of a queſtion of ſo great conſequence, and 
therefore I ſhall conclude with a motion for the 
chairman to leave the chair.” 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. * Sir, As for 
the gentleman's ſaying, that I had once the vanity 
of calling myſelf the father of the ſinking fund, [ 
muſt ſay, that whether I was vain of being thought 
fo or no, I remember a time when the eſtabliſhing 
of that fund was treated as a monſtrous project, and 
then, Sir, I was obliged to father it; but no ſooner 
was it found out to be a good and a right thing, 
and a project that was both feaſible and e 
to the intereſt of this nation, but other gentlemen 
endeavoured to rob the real father, whoever he 
was, of the glory of being the father of that child, 


As for the other monſtrous project ſo much talked 


of, which ſome gentlemen now endeavour to ſhew 
in ſo terrible a light, I doubt not but that in a lit- 
tle time 1t will appear in a quite different ſhape to 
the impartial and unprejudiced part of the nation. 


Let it be whatit will, Iam reſolved to propoſe it; 
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and if I have but a very little time, I ſhall lay it 
before you for your conſideration : I have no doubt 
but that, upon a thorough examination, it will be 
found to be for the general intereſt of the nation, 
and for the advantage of every fair trader in parti- 
cular ; and this I am ſo much convinced of, that 
believe I may live to have 1t told me, that I was 
not the father of it, but that other people had 
thought of it before me. I never as yet inclined 
to do that which I thought was ill; Iam afraid of 
doing ſo : but I never ſhall be afraid of doing well, 
I ſhall never be afraid of doing good, either to my 
country or to private men, ſo far as is conſiſtent 
with the intereſt of my country. As for the ſums 
which have been taken from the civil liſt they were 
not taken from it by me, they were taken from it 
by the authority of this houſe ; I was only one of 
thoſe who conſented to it: and particularly as to the 
ſum which was taken from the ſinking fund, upon 
the demiſe of the late King, and given to the civil 
liſt, the honourable gentleman who fits near me 
agreed to it as well as I did; both of us did agree 
to it, but our motives for agreeing were perhaps 
very different, 

The ſinking fund was eſtabliſhed for the pay- 
ment of the debts of the nation, but ſtill it was left 
ſubject to the diſpoſal of Parliament; if upon any 
occaſion it ſhall appear, that a part of it may be 
more properly applied to ſome other uſe, the le- 
giſlature has certainly a power to apply it in that 
manner which they ſhall judge to be moſt for the 
public good, and for the intereſt of the nation in 
general. This is the proper queſtion now under 
our conſideration ; we are now to determine, whe- 
ther the ſum of 500,000 J. ſhall be applied this 
year towards the cale of the landed intereſt, where 
it is very much wanted, where it 1s abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to give ſome relief, or if the whole ſhall be 


this year applied towards the payment of the pub- 
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lic creditors, who ſtand in no need of ſuch pay- 
ment, who do not ſo much as wiſh or deſire it. 
This, Sir, is the plain ſtate of the queſtion ; and I 
could hardly have expected that this would have 
ſtood a debate.” 


Sir John Barnard. © Sir, As to the project which 
the honourable gentleman on the floor ſeems to be 
afraid of being robbed of the glory of, I believe he 
may be very eaſy 1n that reſpect ; for whatever he 
has met with in other caſes, he needs not be under 
any apprehenſions as to that. For my part, Sir, I 
am ſo tar from believing, that when it appears in 
public, 1t will procure either honour or glory to the 
firſt projector, whoever he be, that I am firmly 
convinced 1t will turn out to be his eternal ſhame 
and diſhonour ; and that the more the project 
is examined, and the conſequences thereot con- 
ſidered, the more the projector will be hated and 
deſpiſed, 

But, Sir, as to the queſtion now before us, it 
affords me a moſt melancholyconſideration. I own, 
that the landed intereſt, as well as every other in- 
tereſt, ſtands very much in need of relief; I allow, 
that by what the gentleman now propoſes, the 
landed intereft may meet with ſome immediate 
eaſe, and I will likewiſe eaſily grant that it may, 
in our preſent circumſtances, be agreeable to the 
creditors of the public ; but, Sir, while I have the 
honour to be a member of this houſe, I am not to 
conſider the immediate eaſe of the landed intereſt 
in particular, nor the preſent pleaſure of the public 
creditors ; I am to conſider the welfare of the na- 
tion in general, both as to the preſent, and as to 
future times: and as I am convinced that what is 
now propoſed will, in the long run, be contrary to 
the intereſt of the nation in general, I ttcretore muſt 
give my diſſent. 
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In all affairs which come before this houſe, we 
© are to have a due regard to poſterity, we are in 
«* honour and duty bound to conſider the future hap- 
e « pineſs of the nation, as well as the preſent; and the 
« queſtion now before us is, whether we ſhall give a 
« preſent caſe to the landed intereſt of one ſhilling in 
the pound land tax, by unjuſtly loading our poſte- 
rity with the payment of 500,000 J. and the inte- 
reſt thereof from this preſent year? Or whether we 
ſhall continue to pay the one ſhilling in the pound 
land tax, and thereby free the nation of a debt of 
500,000 /. and ourſelves and our poſterity of a new 
debt of 20,000 /. which muſt be yearly incurred 
by this nation, for the payment of the intereſt upon 
that debt, till the principal ſum be ſatisfied and 
paid. This, Sir, 1s the queſtion before us, and 
cvery man who has a regard to poſterity, or to the 
future happineſs of his native country, muſt eaſily 
determine what fide he is to take: This is the light 
it ought to be conſidered in; and whoever conſi- 
ders it in this light, muſt conclude, that what is 
propoſed is a robbing of our poſterity of 500,000 J. 
and the growing intereſt thereof, for the ſake of a 
trifling preſent eaſe to ourſelves. If the landed in- 
tereſt, or any intereſt, could be relieved by redu- 

- cing the public expence, it Would redound to the 
glory of him who had the honour of being the au- 
thor thereof; but to eaſe ourſelves by loading our 
poſterity, 1s a poor temporary expedient, of ſhort- 
ſighted or ſelf- intereſted politicians, and the author 
ot ſuch an expedient mult expect the curſes of po- 
ſterity, and can never expect preſent thanks from 
any, but ſuch as are as ſhort- ſighted or as ſelf- inte- 
reſted as himſelf. 

I hope, Sir, I ſhall not now be taxcd with af- 
fecting popularity, or with ſpeaking provincially, 
or as a member for the city of London, as I have 
* often been upon other occaſions: for as to the pre- 
* {ent queſtion, I conſider it intirely in a national 
N "VIEW. 
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© view. As a member of this houſe, I ſhall always 

© look upon myſelf as one of the repreſentatives of 
© the people of Great-Britain, and I hope every 

gentleman who has the honour of being a member 

of this houſe, will always do the fame. I hope it 

will never be in the power of any man, to make 

the landed intereſt range themſelves in oppoſition 

to the trading intereſt of this nation; but if ever 
ſuch a wicked deſign ſhould take effect, if the 

members of this houſe ſhould ever be brought to 
talk and to vote provincially, or as members for 
cities or boroughs, or members for counties; if 
the former were to join together againſt the latter, 
it 1s eaſy to determine on which fide the majority 
would be. The honourable gentleman who made 
the motion, now ſeems to aim at the affectation of 
3 9x porch among the landed gentlemen of this 
kingdom; this I am really ſurpriſed at, conſider- 
ing how often he hastaxed me and other gentlemen 
© in this houſe, with the affectation of popularity as 
a moſt heinous crime. 

The creditors of the public are, Sir, perhaps at 
< prefent unwilling to be paid off, becauſe they have 
a greater intereſt for their money from the public 
than they can have any where elſe ; this is one rea- 
< ſon, but not the principal reaſon for it; for the 
chief reaſon is, the method and manner of paying 
them: if a conſiderable part of the debts were tc 
© be paid at once, and a reaſonable notice given to 
them of ſuch payments being to be made, they 
could then make ſuch an arrangement of their at- 
fairs, as to diſpoſe of their money to as good an ad- 
vantage for themſelves, and much more to the ad- 
vantage of the trade of this nation; but in the pre- 
« ſent method of paying them, the payments are ſo 
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« ſmall, and the warning ſo ſhort, that many of them 


do not well know how to diſpoſe of the ſmall ſums 


they receive, and therefore they are unwilling to 


receive any in that manner: However, let their 
in- 
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inclinations be how they pleaſe, it is certainly the 
intereſt of the nation to have them all paid off; the 
ſooner it is done, the happier it will be for the na- 
tion; and therefore no part of what is appropriated 
to their payment, ought to be converted to any o- 
ther uſe : Their unwillingneſs to receive payment, 
is ſo tar from being an argument againſt paying 
them, that, on the contrary, it ſhews that they 
have a better bargain from the public than they 
can, in the ſame way, have from any other per- 
ſon; and therefore if it were poſſible to borrow 
money at a lower intereſt, if it were poſſible to 
add to the ſinking fund, the public ought cer- 
tainly to do it, in order to pay eff thoſe who are 
now creditors of the public at ſo high a yearly in- 
tereſt, 

I hope, Sir, it will be thought that I am ſincere 
in what I fay, ſince I am, in every reſpect, talk- 
ing againſt my own private intereſt : I have a part 
of my eſtate in land, otherwiſe I could not have a 
ſeat in this houſe ; and as a land-holder I ought, if 
I conſidered my own private intereſt, to be for the 
reducing of the land tax : I have another part of 
my eſtate in the public funds; and conſequently 1 
ought to be as fond as other men of not being paid 
off, and of having as high an intereſt as I can pol- 
ſibly get from the public: and the remaining part 
of my eſtate I have in trade, as to which alſo I 
ſpzak againſt my own intereſt , for, as a trader, I 


ought to be againſt the paying off of the public 
funds, becauſe the intereſt of money will be there- 


by reduced. And though it may ſeem a 1 
yet it is certain, that the higher the intereſt of mo- 
ney is in any country, the greater proſit the private 
trader will always make: In a country where the 
intereſt of money is high, the traders will be but 
few, the general ſtock in trade will b: but ſmall, 
but every man who is a trader muſt make a great 
profit of what money he has in trade.” 

Vol. X. Bb Foſeph 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 
Foſeph Danvers Eſq; one of the repreſentatives 


* for the borough of Bramber in Suſſex. Sir, I am ſo 


far from ſeeing any inconvenience in what the ho- 
nourable gentleman has propoſed, that conſidering 
how little occaſion there 1s at preſent for paying 
off any of the public debts, I am ſurpriſed at his 
modeſty in afking fo little from the linking fund; 
for if he had aſked the whole, it would have been 
reaſonable for us to have given it him, fince it is 
for the ſupport of a government under which we 
enjoy ſo many bleſſings, more particularly that of 
the free exerciſe of our holy religion. The landed 
gentlemen, Sir, bore the greateſt ſhare of the 
late war; by that long and expenſive war they 
have been loaded with many heavy taxes ; by that 
war were all thoſe funds created, out of which the 
plumb men of the city London haye made moſt 
of their eſtates, by which they are enabled to deck 
their wives in velvets and rich brocades, while 
poor country gentlemen are hardly able to afford 
their wives a gown of lindſey woolſey, The 
landed intereſt have long laboured under the great- 
eſt diſtreſs, and therefore we ought to embrace 
every opportunity of giving them ſome relief.” 


Sir William Wyndham. * Sir, Though I have 
the honour to fit in this houſe as a knight of a 
ſhire, yet I look on myſelf as one of the repreſen- 
tatives of the whole body of the people of England, 


and therefore I ſhall never endeavour to find out 
a diſtinction between the intereſt of the landed 


gentlemen, and that of the nation in general; 


ſuch endeavours I know to be vain, and whoever 


does endeavour it, will ſoon find himſelf difap- 
pointed in his deſign. I know that ſince laſt ſeſſion 
of Parliament it has been moſt induſtriouſly given 
about in the county which I have the honour to 
repreſent ; ,** O gentlemen ! The knight of your 
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& ſhire was againſt eaſing you of one ſhilling ih the 
pound land tax.” Whether this was done with a 
* deſign to do me ſervice or diſſervice; I ſhall not 
determine; but if it was done with deſign to do 
me a diſſervice, I ſhall leave thoſe who did it to 
brag of their ſucceſs. For my own part, I am fo 
conſcious that my behaviour in that affair laſt ſeſ- 
ſion of Parliament was right; that were I to plead 
merit with my conſtituents, upon any one vote I 
ever gave in this houſe, it would be upon my way 
of voting in that very affair; for I ſhall always 
be againſt ſacrificing the public happineſs of the 
nation, or the ſecurity of our conſtitution; to any 
ſuch mean and ſordid view, as that of a little pre- 
ſent eaſe in the land tax; and I hope every landed 
gentleman, whom I have the honour to repreſent; 
is now and always will be of the ſame opinion. 
The ſinking fund, Sir, is a fund I have always 
had the greateſt veneration for ; I look on it, Sir, 
as a ſacred fund appropriated to the relieving the 
nation from that load of debts and taxes it now 
groans under: I take it, Sir, to be ſo abſolutely 
appropriated to that ule; that if upon any- preſſing 
and unlooked-for emergency, we ſhould be neceſ- 
farily obliged to borrow a little from it, the ſame 
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raiſed within the year, I have indeed been al- 
ways afraid that ſome enterpriſing miniſter might 
be tempted to ſeize upon it; or ſome part of it, 
in time of war; but I little dreamt of ſeeing any 
attempts made upon it in a time of the moſt pro- 
found tranquillity. It is to me a melancholy con- 
ſideration to think of the preſent vaſt load of na- 
tional debt; a debt of no leſs than 45 millions 

« ſterling and upwards, and that all contracted ſince 
the revolution! This muſt be a melancholy conſi- 
« deration to every gentleman that has any concern 
for his country's happineſs ; but if the motion now 
made ta us ſhall be agreed to, how diſmal will 
Bb 2 this 
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© this conſideration be rendered, when we reflect 
upon the little appearance that there will then be 
of this debt's being ever paid? Is the public ex- 
« pence never to be leſſened? Are the people of 
England always to pay the ſame heavy and grie- 
vous taxes? Surely, Sir, if there is ever a time to 
© be looked for, of eaſing the people of this nation, 
the preſent is the time for doing it. But when I 
reflect upon what was done laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, Iam really afraid of propoſing any relict 


* 


for the poor manufacturers and labourers of this 


nation; I do not think we can truſt ourſelves : The 
© falt duty was taken off by this houſe, as the tax 
the moſt grievous to the labourer and the poor of 
this nation, and the ſinking fund was thereby di- 
< miniſhed; for the relief of the poor we did con- 
« ſent to this incroachment on that ſacred fund: but 
< that very tax was again laid on, becauſe ſome gen- 
« tlemen pretend to have found out, that the landed 
« gentlemen of England were poorer than the poor. 
At this rate, the whole of the ſinking fund may 
by degrees be exhauſted, and the poor of the na- 
tion not relieved from any one tax they now groan 
© under. 
© Laſt year, Sir, the ſalt duty was laid on for three 
© years in lieu of one ſhilling in the pound land tax 
© for one year, and this was pretended to be a relief 
to the landed intereſt ; but it was then evidently 
made appear, that it was no relief even to any 
landed gentlemanin England, unleſs he was a man of 
* a plentiful land eſtate. And it was then alſo made 
appear, that the people of the nation were to pay 
© above a million for the 500,000 /. then ſaved in 
© the pockets of the landed gentlemen, And now 
© this year, the ſum of 500,000 J. is to be taken 
from the ſinking fund in lieu of one ſhilling in 
© the pound land tax; this is likewiſe pretended to 
be a relief, hut upon a ſtrict examination it will 
© be found to be much ſuch another relief as that of 
. 2 
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laſt year. We are to ſave this year in the pockets 


of the landed gentlemen 500,000 J. but this ſum 
muſt hereafter be paid by the nation ſome time or 
other: If it be paid next year, we then pay 
520, 000 J. for it; if not till two years hence, we pay 
upwards of 540,000 l. and if it is not paid till fiftecn 
or ſixteen years hence, by computing intereſt upon 
intereſt, which in ſuch caſes muſt always be done, 
the nation muſt then pay above a million for the 
500,000 J. eaſe now pretended to be given to the 
landed gentlemen. This is, Sir, the leaſt ſum that 
it will coſt the nation: but if to this we add what 
might be ſaved by the aboliſhing of ſome of thoſe 
taxes which now lie heavy upon trade, and which 
coſt the nation more in levying than the neat pro- 
duce ever amounts to; then it will appear, that 
the nation mult be infinitely a greater loſer by this 
eaſe now pretended to be given to the landed in- 
tereſt. Let any landed gentleman conſider this, 
and at the fame time let him conſider that the 
lands of Great-Britain ſtand ultimately obliged to 
pay all the debts we owe, in caſe our preſent funds 
ſhould fail, which they may probably do by the 
decay of our trade, if it continues long under the 
difficulties it at preſent labours under; let any 
landed gentleman, I ſay, Sir, conſider this, and 
then let him determine whether he and his poſte- 
rity owe thanks to the gentlemen who now pre- 
tend to be fo great friends to the landed inte- 
reſt. 
What can thoſe gentlemen ſay, Sir, who are 
thus for loading poſterity ? Can they imagine that 
there will ever be a time of more profound tran- 
quillity ? Can they imagine that there will ever be 
a leſs occaſion for public expence? Or can they 
imagine that our poſterity will be in much better 
circumſtances than we are? I am ſure if we pro- 
poſe the laſt, we muſt ſhew ſome more regard 
to the trade of the nation than has been ſhewn for 
Bb 3 * ſome 
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* fome time paſſed; we muſt think of relieving the 
poor tradeſmen and manufacturers from the many 
and various kinds of taxes they now groan under; 
and we muſt avoid all occaſions of loading the 
public with the payment of intereſt, by providing 
* within the year for the current ſervice of the year: 
* To this, the motion now made is directly con- 
« tfary ; for the not paying off of an old debt is the 
fame with contracting a new, and ſubjects the 
nation to the ſame expence with reſpe& to the 
payment of intereſt. But I ſhall not trouble gen- 
« tlemen any farther upon this ſubject at preſent, be- 
* cauſe I hope we fhall have another day to conſider 
of this queſtion ; and therefore I ſhall now con- 
* clude with the ſeconding of the motion for the 
« chairman's leaving the chair.“ 3 


Mr-Petbant's Henry Pelham Eſq; Sir, as other gentlemen 
have their melancholy conſiderations, ſo I have 


mine; the moſt melancholy conſideration I have 
is, that notwithſtanding our having a government 
under which we enjoy our laws, our liberties, and 
our religion, to the utmoſt extent, yet it 1s abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to put the nation to a very great 
annual charge, in order to ſupport that govern- 
ment againſt the foreign enemies both af our con- 
ſtitution and religion, ſupported and encouraged 
by our factions and diviſions at home: This is the 
reaſon that we cannot by a ſaving in the public 
charge give that eaſe to the landed intereſt, which 
is become abſolutely neceſſary to be given; and 
ſince we cannot with any ſafety to the conſtitu- 
tion, or to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, give 
that eaſe by a ſaving in the public annual expence, 
we mult therefore reſolve to give it in that manner 
which will be leaft burdenſome to the people, and 
that I take to be the method which is now pro- 
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Gentlemen, may, Sir, talk as they pleaſe of what 
« was done in laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, but I can 
* ſay, that in all places where T have ſince been, I 
have had the pleaſure of having the univerſal thanks 
of the people for the eaſe then given to the landed 
intereſt : Whatever gloſs may now be put upon 
that affair, yet I know that fome gentlemen who 
appeared againſt it, were heard to fay at the 
time, that that affair was firſt mentioned, This 
„ is a moſt damnable project! It will pleaſe the 
« country too much, and therefore we muſt endea- 
“ vour to render it abortive.” I will indeed do the 
+ gentlemen the juſtice to believe that they then 
© ſpoke as they thought; and they then did what 
they could to prevent the ſucceſs of a deſign, by 
* which his Majeſty's adminiſtration has gained the 
* favour and the eſteem of the generality of the 
* landholders in England. 
© I have, Sir, as great a regard for poſterity, and 
for the future happineſs of the nation, as any gen- 
© tleman in this houle ; and therefore I ſhall never be 
« againſt any thing that is abſolutely neceſſary for 
* conveying to poſterity the many bleſſings we now 
enjoy under the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, What 
* is now propoſed, is not a throwing of any new 
load upon poſterity ; it is only a diſpoſing of that 
money, which always has, and till is at the diſ- 
« poſal of Parliament: We have a right to diſpoſe 
© of it in that manner which we think moſt con- 
© ducive to the general intereſt of the nation, and 
* what is now propoſed, is only an exerciſing of that 
right, and thereby granting an eaſe to the moſt 
* oppreſſed part of his Majeſty's ſubjects, at a time 
* when there is no preſſing demand for applying 
© the money either to that uſe for which it was at firſt 
intended, or to any other uſe whatever. This is 
© a queſtion that in my opinion requires no time to 
* conſider of; it is granted by every gentleman who 
debe te, that the creditors of the 
Bb 4 « public 
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public do not deſire to have their money, and it 
5 Bs likewiſe granted that the landed intereſt ſtands 
in great need of relief; it cannot therefore be 
— but that the Parliament may and ought 
to apply, at leaſt a part of that, which is not ſo 
much as wiſhed for by the public creditors, to the 
relief of thoſe who are now in ſo great diſtreſs, 
eſpecially ſince no relief can be given to them by 
any other means ; for which reaſon, Sir, I ſhall be 
for agreeing with the motion mads by the ho- 
nourable gentleman by me.“ 


Mr. Waller. * Sir, it is known I believe by every 


gentleman in the houſe, that Scotland pays little or 
no part of what is raiſed for the uſe of the ſinking 
tund ; and for the ſmall part they do, or ought to 
contribute towards that fund, they have already 
received an equivalent: ſo that by what is now 
propoſed to us, that part of the nation is not to 
contribute a ſhilling towards this 500, oo0 J. which 
is to be applied for the current ſervice of the year. 

Now, .Sir, I ſhould be glad to know by what ar- 
ticle of the Union, they areto be free from paying 
any part of ſo large a ſum for the current ſervice 
of the year. I find, by ſome accounts called for, 
and now lying on our table, that there has been 
but a very little paid by the people of that part of 
the iſland, towards the ſupport of the government, 
and I believe that the little that has been paid, has 
generally been diſtributed away among themſelves 
in penſions, rewards, and gratuities,” 


Foſeph Taylor Eſq; one of the repreſentatives for 


the borough of Peterfield in Hampſhire. * Sir, 


There are ſome people in this nation whoſe caſe is 
ſuch, that the more they owe, the greater advan- 
tage they make, and the richer they grow; thoſe 
are the bankers of London, and of the other great 


s cities in this nation: it would feem by the motion 
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now made to us, that ſome gentlemen imagine 
the caſe of the nation to be the ſame ; but I can- 
not be of their opinion, and therefore I ſhall be 


againſt agreeing with that motion. 
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Beſides the gentlemen above- mentioned, there were Other ſpea- 

ſeveral other gentlemen ſpoke in this debate, viz. n“ 
Mr. Speaker, and the Lord Tyrconnel, one of the 
repreſentatives for Grantham in Lincolnſhire, for the 
motion; and the honourable Edward Digby Eſq; 
George Heathcote Eſq; Philip Gybbon Eſq; one of 
the repreſentatives for Rye in Suſſex, Samuel Sandys 
Eſq; and Thomas Palmer Eſq, ſpoke againſt is, and 
for the Speaker's leaving the chair : and at laſt the 
queſtion” whether the ſpeaker ſhould then leave the 
chair, (that being a ſort of previous queſtion in com- 
mittees, and always to be put, if moved for, before 
any other) was put, but carried on a diviſion in the 
negative, 245 againſt 135 after which, the queſtion 
was put upon the firſt motion, and carned without 
any diviſion. | 

After which it was moved for, and reſolved with- Second reſo- 
out oppoſition as follows, viz. * That it is the o- lation. 
© pinion of this committee, that towards raiſing the 
* ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſum of one 
« ſhilling in the pound, and no more, be raiſed in 
© the year 1733, upon lands, tenements, heredita- 
< ments, penſions, offices and perſonal eſtates, in 
that part of Great-Britain called England, Wales, 
© and the town of Berwick upon Tweed; and that a 
« proportionable ceſs (according to the gth article of 
the treaty of Union) be laid upon that part of 
© Great-Britain called Scotland. 7 = | 

"Theſe reſolutions of the Committee of ways and Reported, 
means were reported to the houſe on Monday the 

26th of February ; and the queſtion being moved, 
for agreeing with the Committee as to the firſt reſo- 
lution, there enſued a new debate, of the ſubſtance 
of which the following is an abſtract, viz. 

32 , R . a : , "> - _ Samuel 
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Samuel Sandys Eſq; Sir, Notwithſtanding the 
long debate that was in the committee upon this re- 
ſolution, yet I cannot now let it paſs without taking 
notice of the bad conſequences it may be attended 
with. The perpetual method heretofore, of pro- 
viding for the current ſervice of the year, has been 


to grant annual ſupplies to be raiſed by taxes which 


were granted for that purpoſe, and conſequently 
were granted only for one year ; at the expiration 
of that year, they were at an end, and none of the 
officers of the crown durſt pretend to levy them 
any longer on the people: It would have been high 
treaſon in any officer to levy any ſuch tax after 
the expiration of the year for which it was granted 
by Parliament. By this method our Kings have 
always been under a neceſſity of calling Parlia- 
ments frequently ; if the King wanted a ſupply, 
there was no tax ſubſiſting by law, out of which 
he could get it, and therefore he was obliged to 
call a Parliament to grant him a new ſupply, ahd 
to impoſe a new annual tax for that purpoſe. 
this nature, Sir, is the land tax; it has always 
been one of thoſe taxes which were granted for the 
current ſervice of the year, and for that reaſon has 
never been granted for more than one year at a 
time. But, Sir, what are we now about to do? 
we are going to depart from this laudable method 
always obſerved by our anceſtors ; we are going 
to give up that tas which we have always in our 
own hands, and which we may grant or no, as 
we ſee occaſion z and in the room thereof we are 
going to ſubſtitute a tax, or at leaſt a method of 
providing for the current ſervice of the year, which 
we have not in our power, the taxes by which 
the ſinking fund is raiſed, being all granted for 
ever, and may be levied on the 2 7 without any 
new authority from Parliament. By this new me- 
thod, Sir, we clearly point out a method by which 
ſome future ambitious prince may provide for the 
* current 


35 ² + oe -= nn mo 


EIN —— nge 


A. 1933. DEBATES. 379 


current ſervice of the year without the aſſiſtance of 
Parliament, from whence he may judge that Par- 
« liaments are unneceſſary, and will certainly lay 
them aſide as ſoon as he finds them troubleſome. 
« By thoſe taxes granted for the linking fund, which 
his officers may levy according to the laws in 
being, he finds himſelf provided of a revenue ſuf- 
« ficient to ſupport his government, without the aſ- 
« fiſtance of Parliaments ; and therefore he will re- 
© ſolve to govern without them, if they but once 
begin to thwart any of his meafures. 
© T know, Sir, it will be told me, that it would 
be as illegal and criminal to apply the revenue of 
© the ſinking fund to the current ſervice of the year 
« without the authority of Parliament, as it would 
be to levy taxes without any ſuch authority; but 
Sir, there is a very great difference between the 
two caſes; in levying a tax contrary to law, every 
officer employed knows that he acts with a rope 
© about his neck, and therefore it would be difficult 
© for the moſt powerful Prince to get officers that 
would be employed in the levying ſuch taxes; 
© whereas in levying thoſe taxes appropriated to the 
« ſinking fund, every under-officer acts according to 
law, there is no man guilty of any crime as to the 
levying of them; there are none guilty but a few 
of the chief officers who agree to, or connive at the 
+ miſapplication. 
© Another material difference there is, Sir, be- 
+ tween thoſe two caſes. The levying of any tax 
« contrary to law gives immediately the alarm to the 
* whole nation both poor and rich; every man 
© thinks he is robbed of his property, if he is obli- 
* ged to pay the molt trifling tax without the autho- 
* rity of Parliament; and as the whole people in the 
© nation would on ſuch an occaſion take * alarm, 
5 ſoit would be eaſy to ſtop ſuch a prince in the be- 
F ginning of his tyrannical career, before he could 
q PO ns TR have 
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© have time to fix himſelf in arbitrary power. But 
* though an ambitious prince and his miniſters ſhould 


miſapply the produce of the ſinking fund, by con- 


© verting it to the current ſervice of the year, the 
body of the people would be no ways alarmed, 
they would not think themſelves any way hurt, 
« becauſe they would find that they were not obliged 
to pay any taxes but thoſe which they knew to be 
due by law; on the contrary, they would proba- 
< bly be well pleaſed with the new fort of govern- 
ment, becauſe they would find themſelves, for ſome 
time atleaſt, free from the payment of thoſe taxes, 
* which had formerly been annually raiſed by Par- 
liament: and thus before the body of the people 
* could be made ſenſible of the tyranny they were 
under, the arbitrary power of the prince would be 
eſtabliſhed, and the fetters of ſlavery riveted upon 
the people. I cannot, Sir, but dread the conſe- 

r of the reſolution now before us, and there- 
fore I could not let flip this opportunity of again 
« deciaring my diſſent to it.” 


R 6G AK 


Mr. S. © J//illiam Shippen Eſq; (as ſoon as this gentleman 


pen's ſpeech, 


*, 


roſe up, Mr. Danvers moved for clearing the galle- 
ries of all ſuch as were not members, which being 
done accordingly, then Mr. Shipper. went on in ſub- 
ſtance as follows.) * Sir, There was no occaſion for 
ſo great and ſo ſolemn a preparation for what I 
have to ſay; but as I did not take the liberty to 
give you any trouble on Friday laſt in the com- 
< mittee, I will now beg leave to ſay a few words 
© ro the queſtion before us. I have, Sir, in man 

« former debates in this houſe, heard Parliamenta 


© faith often mentioned, and much inſiſted on, Par- 
« ticularly I remember, that laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 


© ment when it was propoſed that Scotland ſhould 


pay equally with England towards a duty which was 


© then raiſed, or rather revived, and applied to the 
TY | current 
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current ſervice of the year, a certain honourable 


- 
C 


gentleman told us, and inſiſted much upon it, that 
it was a breach of Parliamentary faith: I wonder, 
Sir, to ſee that gentleman who was, lait year, ſo nice 
an obſerver of Parliamentary faith, now fo forward 
for committing what I take to be a real breach of 
Parliamentary faith, 
© I remember, Sir, the time when the law which 
we are now going to break through, was brought 
into this houſe z I remember, Sir, that the gentle- 
man who brought it in, introduced it with the 
greateſt ſolemnity into this houſe : He told us, 
that it was to be looked on as a fundamental law 
of the realm, and that therefore it was to be al- 
ways had in the greateſt reverence and eſteem ; 
that no attempt was ever to be made for incroach- 
ing upon or altering it; that it was a law which 
was always to be deemed ſacred; and that the ſur- 
pluſſes or exceſſes of the funds thereby eſtabliſhed, 
were always to be religiouſly preſerved, and appro- 
ve to the paying off the debts of the nation: 
e then ſaid that it was upon the ſtrict and reli- 
gious obſervance of this law, that the credit and 
the future happineſs and glory of this nation in- 
tirely depended ; and in purſuance of what he ſaid, 
Sir, the words of the law were made very plain 
and expreſs, that all the exceſſes and ſurpluſſes there 
mentioned ſhould be appropriated to the diſcharg- 
ing the principal and intereſt of fach national debts 
as were incurred before the 25th of Decemb. 1716, 
and were declared to be national debts, and not 
provided for by parliament, in ſuch manner as 
ſhould be directed by any future act, and to and for 
no other uſe whatever. 
* Theſe, Sir, are the words of that law, and by 


* theſe words it is plain that the ſinking fund is not 


c 
* 
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abſolutely at the diſpoſal of Parliament; the Par- 

liament may direct what debts are to be paid off, 

but the Parliament cannot direct thoſe _—_— 
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and exceſſes to another uſe beſides that of paying 
the national debts before the year 1716, withour 
repealing that law ; and as all the public creditors 
have as much a right to have their principal paid 
as their intereſt, we certainly cannot divert thar 
fund which is appropriated for the payment of their 
principal without their conſent, no more than we 
can divert thoſe funds which are appropriated to- 
wards the payment of their intereſt ; it is a breach 
of Parliamentary faith in the one caſe as well as in 
the other. It is to be preſumed, Sir, that it was 
upon the faith of this law, that ſo many became 


ſoon afterwards purchaſers of our public funds, by 


which we have ſince been enabled to reduce the in- 
tereſt payable upon them, and have thereby conſi- 
derably increaſed the ſame ſinking tund ; and can 
it be ſaid, that Parliamentary faith is obſerved to- 
wards thoſe purchaſers, if without their conſent 
that law be broke through, which was the greateſt, 
perhaps the only temptation for them to purchaſe ? 
I am really ſurpriſed to hear gentlemen argue as 
they do upon the preſent ſubject ; but, Sir, I re- 
member that the author of, or at leaſt he who 
brought in that law, was a country gentleman, and 
therefore I do not at all wonder to ſee a minifter of 
ſtate endeavour to tear down any monument that 
was erected by a country gentleman z but I would 
have gentlemen reflect, that he that pulls down a 
monument of glory, erects thereby to himſelf a mo- 
nument of infamy. For my part, I have always 
been a country gentleman in this houſe : I am a- 


fraid, afraid I ought not to ſay, for I defire to con- 


tinue always to be a country gentleman ; and there- 
fore I am for preſerving intire and inviolated this 
monument of glory which was erected by an honeſt 
country gentleman ; and for this reaſon, Sir, I can- 
not agree with the committee in the reſolution now 


© before us.“ | 
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Sir 
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ie Sir William Yonge. * Sir, as we had the ſentimentsSir Wiles 
ur of moſt gentlemen on the ſubje& now before us, laſt gh. 
© * Friday in the committee, I was in hopes that the 
id « reſolution would now have been agreed to without 
2 any farther debate; but I find it is otherwiſe. An 
* honourable gentleman over the way pretends to be 
* in great fear, and to dread dangerous conſequences 
* « from this reſolution; but how that gentleman or 
oþ any gentleman can be at preſent under any ſuch 
* © apprehenſion, I cannot comprehend. There cannot 
10 be the leaſt reaſon, or ſo much as any colour of rea- 
= « ſon, for ſuch, as long as the preſent royal family 
dy « poſſeſſes the throne of theſe kingdoms ; it can never 
_ be ſuſpected that his preſent Majeſty, or any of his 
. illuſtrious family, will ever think Parliaments uſe- 
* leſs, or make any attempt for laying them aſide; 
. « ſuch a thing might indeed very 5 happen, 
nt if by a revolution, a revolution I ſay, Sir, for I ſhall 
ſt, never give it the name of a reſtoration, the Pre- 
1. t tender to his Majeſty's crown, or any of his de- 
2s « ſcendants, ſhould get the poſſeſſion of the throne ; 
Ba the creditors of the public might then indeed de- 
ha « ſpair of ever having either their principal or their 
10 © intereſt ; they would then be told that none of the 
of public debts ought to be paid, becauſe they were 
ar | © all contracted without any legal authority, and for 
Id « keeping the rightful heir from the crown: Parlia- 
* * mentary faith would then indeed be laughed at, 
Ds © and thoſe taxes, which are now appropriated and 
vs faithfully applied to the payment of the public 
4. * creditors, would then be all at once converted to 
Na the ſupport of tyranny and arbitrary power. 

ba This, Sir, would certainly be the fatal conſe- 


* quences of ſuch an unhappy revolution; but how 

* invidious is it, Sir, ſo much as to ſuſpect any ſuch 

"= 6 70 in his Majeſty, or any of his family who 
* ſhall ſucceed to the crown ? Their title, Sir, their 
right to the crown flows from the authority of Par- 

© lament, 
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liament, and intirely depends upon the preſervation 
of our preſent happy conſtitution ; how then can it 
be ſuppoſed, that they will deſtroy Parliaments, 
ſince by the deſtruction of them they would cer- 
tainly deſtroy themſelves ? But I find, Sir, thoſ: 
groundleſs jealouſies and fears are pretended not 
only in this houſe, but they are induſtriouſly ſpread 
through all parts of the nation; for I had my ſelt 
a letter lately from the corporation I have the ho- 
nour to repreſent, deſiring me not to conſent to 
any extenſion of the exciſe laws, becauſe our Parlia- 
ments would thereby be rendered uſeleſs : This 
letter came to me by the poſt, but by whom it 
was wrote, I do not know ; however, from thence 
I conclude that it has been repreſented to the peo- 
ple in that country, that if a certain ſcheme now 
upon the anvil ſhould ſucceed, Parliaments would 
be rendered quite uſeleſs, and would be laid aſide. 
The vulgar and the ignorant country-people may, 
Sir, be poſſeſſed with ſuch fears; ſuch pretences 
may be made uſe of among them: but I little ex- 
pected to have heard any ſuch arguments made uſe 
of in this houſe. 
© am indeed ſurpriſed to hear it ſo much as inſi- 
nuated that the preſent reſolution is any breach of 
Parliamentary faith, or that the public creditors 
have a right to demand that no part of the ſinking 
fund be applied to any thing but to their pay- 
ment. The caſe of the ſinking fund is very diffe · 
rent from thoſe taxes which are appropriated to- 
wards the payment of their intereſt ; It was upon 
the faith of this laſt appropriation, that they lent 
their money; and therefore they cannot be diverted 
to any other uſe without their conſent. But the 
ſinking fund was eſtabliſhed long after, there was 
no money lent to the public by any man upon the 
faith of that fund; and therefore it 1s intirely at the 
diſpoſal of Parliament ; thelegiſlature may convert 
it to any uſe they pleaſe without the conſent of any 
| io * man, 
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man, or of any body of men; as to the diſpoſal 
thereof we are under no reſtraint but that of the 
public good; and as I am convinced that what is 
* propoſed by this reſolution is the beſt thing we can 
do for the public good, therefore I ſhall be for a- 
© greeing with our committee. 


385 


William P ulteney Eſq; © Sir 5 the fears which my Mr. Pulte- 
* honourable friend has expreſſed are moſt juſt and '? * mn 


* reaſonable; however groundleſs they may at pre- 
* ſent appear to the gentleman who ſpoke laſt. His 
5 2 Majeſty is known to us, we know that all 
his deſigns are juſt and honourable, and we know 
* that he will not allow himſelf to be miſled by any 
* guilty miniſter 3 he 1s too good to think of tramp- 
ling upon the rights and liberties of the ſubject, for 
the ſake of protecting any high criminal whatever, 
But, Sir, we cannot certainly know what is to hap- 
pen hereafter ; we cannot depend on the diſpoſi- 
tions, the humours or the deſigns of all the princes, 
* evenof the preſent royal family, that may in courſe 
© ſucceed to one another: Who knows but a Prince 
not yet born may ariſe, even of the preſent royal 
family, who finding himſelf poſſeſſed of a revenue 
* which he may raiſe by virtue of the laws in being, 
and which he knows to be ſufficient for the ſupport 
of his government without any aſſiſtance from Par- 
liament, may from thence conclude that Parlia- 


| © ments are uſeleſs to him, and therefore reſolve to 


lay them aſide? The preſent royal family has as 
good a right to the crown, as ever any family had 
that ſwayed the ſcepter of this kingdom; their 
© right to the crown no more depends upon Parlia- 
ments than the right of any former royal family ever 
did, and yet we know that ſome of our former 
* Kings have had views of overturning the rights and 
© the liberties of the people. The only barrier againſt 
* ſuch deſigns, is to take all proper care that it ſhall 
© never be in any future prince's power: This is 
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< what has hitherto preferved our liberties, and this is 


our only ſecurity in time to come. 

The honourable gentleman has, Sir, I do not 
know how, lugged in the Pretender to this debate; 
I am ſure the mentioning of that bugbear was as 
foreign to the ſubject in hand, as it ever can be to 
any debate that can happen in this houſe : but, Sir, 
is the Pretender the only perſon we have to fear? 
No, Sir, there is no Prince in Europe from whom 
we have leſs to fear than from him; he has ſo little 
power or intereſt in this nation, that our liberties 
can never be in any danger from him, and I hope, 
Sir, the preſent royal family will always be ſo fully 
poſſeſſed of the hearts and affections of the people, 
that it will never be in the Pretender's power to do 
us any harm. The only hopes he can ever have, 
muſt ariſe from the arbitrary deſigns of the Prince 
upon the throne, and therefore we ought carefully 
to avoid all thoſe meaſures which may give a foun- 
dation for the forming of any ſuch deſigns in any 
time to come.“ 


. ( ( , .. 


Sir Willian Sir William Wyndham. © I did not deſign, Sir 5 


Wyndbam's 
ſpeech, 


to have given the houſe any trouble this day; but 
© ſuch inſinuations are thrown out, and fo often re- 
« peated by ſome gentlemen in this houſe, as I can- 
© not with patience fit {till and hear. I generally 
© obſerve, Sir, that when proper anſwers cannot be 
made to what (gentlemen advance, then Jacobitiſm 
is brought in, and becauſe ſome gentlemen in this 
* houſe take the liberty to differ from others, 'therc- 
fore they muſt be taxed with tlie terrible name of 
© Jacobite : I wiſh, Sir, that gentlemen would re- 
« ſolve, for the future, always to give us arguments, 
© and not names, for the ſupport of their opinions. 
For my own part, I will leave it to the whole world 
to judge, who moſt purſue the principles of the re- 
* volution, they who are for ſupporting the govern- 
ment in that way which is moſt eaſy and leaſt bur- 
| | 3 - © denſome 
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« denſome to the people, or they who are for doing 


it in a way which is ſo odious and fo burthenſome 
© to the whole nation. | 

Whenever, Sir, there are any juſt fears of the 
Pretender, if there ever ſhould happen to be any 
real deſigns in his favour, which I hope never will; 
* then, Sir, I ſhall do as I always have done, I ſhall 
* ſhew by my actions what my principles are. I be- 
* lieve, Sir, I ſtand in the opinion of mankind, ac- 
* quitted of any imputationof Jacobitiſm, as much as 
* the honourable gentleman over the way, or any 
* gentleman in this houſe; and therefore, Sir, I as 
much defpiſe the imputation, as I deſpiſe being al- 
* ways a ſervile aſſentator to every thing propoſed 
* by the adminiſtration. But as ſuch inſinuations 
* havebeenoften thrownout againſt me in this houſe, 
* I muſt let gentlemen know, that it is a treatment 
* which I think inconſiſtent with the dignity of this 
© houſe, and a treatment which I will no longer bear 
* with,” 


Waĩjlliam Shippen Eſq, I believe, Sir, I have Mr. Se. 
© no occaſion to make any profeſſions of what Jam; ?“ Wh. 


© but I muſt take notice that, in private life, any vo- 
; vary e that may be granted to creditors, 
after the borrowing of their money, are as binding 
upon the granter, and ought to be as religiouſly 
ohſerved, as thoſe that were granted at the time 
the money was lent: This, Sir, is certainly the caſe 
as to all private affairs; and I cannot think but that 
the caſe is the ſame, with reſpect to public tranſac- 
tions. I do not know, Sir, but that ſome gentle- 
men in this houſe may be offended at my ſo much 
as mentioning the reign of King James the ſecond, 
yet upon the preſent occaſion I muſt mention it; 
and the obſervation I ſhall make is, that that un- 
* fortunate Prince took many wrong ſteps, ran him- 
* ſelf into great difficulties, and at laſt loſt his crown, 
* by following too N the wicked counſels of 
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a bad miniſter, and that very miniſter moſt baſely 
© betrayed, and at laſt deſerted his maſter. One of 
the greateſt misfortunes of that Prince, and that 
* which contributed moſt to his overthrow, was, his 
+ keeping up a ſtanding army in time of peace: he 
© did it indeed without the conſent of Parliament, 
but he did it at his own expence, he did it with- 
cout laying any charge upon his people, and he did 
it without conſent of Parliament, becauſe he could 
not find a Parliament mercenary and corrupt e- 
+ nough to give their conſent.“ 


Beſides the gentlemen above-mentioned, Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Lord Tyrconne! 
ſpoke a little in favour of the refolution ; and Thomas 
Wyndham Eſq; ſpoke againſt it. And at laſt the 
queſtion being put, it was carried to agree with the 
committee, without any diviſion, After which the 
queſtion was put upon the ſecond refolution, and a- 
greed to without oppoſition, 3 

Motion re- Next day, viz. the 27th of February, the order 

_—— the day for the call of the houſe was read ; and a 
motion being made for adjourning it till that day 

fortnight, I 
Sir Fobn Sir Fohn Ruſhout ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſubſtance 
ſhouts .: . . 

ſpeech, As follows. Sir, I do not riſe up to oppoſe putting 
© off the call of the houſe till this day fortnight ; that 
© I ſhall eaſily agree with: but, Sir, there being, as 
I imagine, a certain ſchemeor project to be brought 
into this houſe, which ſeems to be of very great 
© conſequence to the whole nation; I wiſh, Sir, that 
the call of the houſe may be appointed to be about 
the time that the ſcheme is to be laid before us. 
For my part, I know nothing about it, I cannot 
„tell when we are to have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
that famous project; but I'wiſh that ſome gentle- 
© man, who knows more of 1t than I do, would get 
up and fix a day when he thinks it will be brought 
in, and then move, that the call of the houſe oy 
| 2 c 
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be put off till that day, or till ſome day about that 


1 
| of me. 


3 We have, Sir, been long in expectation of ſee- 
his ing this glorious ſcheme, which is to render us all 
he completely happy; we have waited for it with im- 
ws * patience, ever ſince the beginning of this ſeſſion of 
h. Parliament; we imagined, as had been inſinuated 
lid to us in the preceding ſeſſion, that it was to come 
ad in lieu of the one ſhilling in the pound land tax, as 
e. a ſupply for the current ſervice of the year, but in 
* this we are diſappointed, that meaſure has it ſeems 
been altered, and we have ſeen this eaſe, as to the 
* land tax, otherways ſupplied. I do not know, 
„e Sir, whether the ſcheme itſelf has lately met with 
4) any alterations or amendments, but J hope if it be 
he © to be laid before us in this ſeſſion, that it will not 
the © be put off till towards the end of the ſeſſion, when 
the * gentlemen are tired out with attendance, and ob- 
ba: « liged to return home to mind their own private af- 
| fairs. If a ſcheme of that conſequence be at all 
Jer | © brought in, it certainly ought to be brought in 
1a | © whenthe houſe is full, that it may be conſidered 
12 and approved, or rejected by as many members as 
7 can poſſibly be brought together. As ſoon as the 
"FA time for its being brought in ſhall be fixed, and 
in © the call of the houſe accordingly appointed; then, 
525 Sir, I ſhall take the A to move for letters to 
os * the ſheriffs, as has been often practiſed an the like 
* occaſions.” | 
zht 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. Sir, As to be Robey 
mt | * the ſcheme mentioned by the honourable gentle- RS” 
man who ſpoke laſt, it is certain that I have a 
— ſcheme which I intend very ſoon to lay before you, 
"py ] am reſolved, Sir, very ſoon to make a motion, 


1 for this houſe to go into a committee of the whole 
7 © houſe, on ſomething or another; I have not indeed, 
h as yet, fully determined what my motion fhall be, 
: but I ſuppoſe it will be for this hauſe to go into a 
4 ee com- 
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committee on the ſtate of the public revenue, or on 
the frauds committed in the collecting thereof, or on 
the frauds committed in ſome particular branch or 
branches of the revenue; it muſt be, Sir, I believe, 
a motion to ſome ſuch purpoſe: if the call of the 
houſe be appointed for this day fortnight, I believe 
I ſhall be fully determined between this and that 
time, and ſo be able to move for ſome ſuch com- 
mittee; the houſe may then appoint a day for go- 
ing into the committee moved for, that ſo eve- 
ry member may have notice to attend if he 
pleaſes. | 

I do not, Sir, deſire, I never did defire to ſur- 
priſe this houſe in any thing, nor had I, thank 
God, ever any occaſion to uſe the low art of taking 
advantage of the end of a ſeſſion, for any thing 1 
had to propoſe, or would propoſe to this houſe; 
But when the houſe does reſolve itſelf into ſome 
ſuch committee as I now mention, I will then lay 
before that committee a ſcheme which I have long 
thought of, which is, I ami convinced, for the good 
of the nation, and which, if agreed to, will im- 
prove both the trade of the nation and the public 
revenue, I never had, Sir, any intention to pro- 
poſe it as a ſupply for the current ſervice of the 
year; I was always ſenſible that no ſuch thing could 
be done; but if it be agreed to, and if upon a trial 
it be found to bring in any addition to the public 
revenue, this houſe may then diſpoſe of that in- 
creaſe, in the following ſeſſion of Parliament, as 
they ſhall judge proper; till then, it cannot be ap- 
propriated, becauſe till then it cannat be known 
what the amount may be, When the amount of 
the increaſe of the revenue thereby is once aſcertain- 
ed, that increaſe may then be brought in aid of 
the one ſhilling in the pound land tax, and there- 
by that caſe muy be continued to the poor land- 
holders for years to come, if ſo the future Parlia- 


ments ſhall think fic. 
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As for the ſcheme's having received alterations 
and amendments, I do not know, Sir, but it may : 
I never thought myſelf ſo wiſe as to ſtand in no 
need of aſſiſtance ; on the contrary, I am always 
ready to receive advice and inſtruction from others, 
and I ſhall always be ready to add, to alter, or to 
amend any thing I have thought of, by the advice 
and upon the — of thoſe who are conver- 
ſant in ſuch affairs. As to the ſcheme now talked 
of, I have not only examined it by myſelf, as tho- 
roughly as I could, but I have taken from others 
all the aſſiſtance and advice I could get; and in all 
my inquiries in relation thereto, I have choſe to 
conſult with thoſe who, I knew, had a perfect 
knowledge of ſuch affairs, and had no particular 
intereſt in view, nor any private end to ſerve : from 
thoſe who may have by-ends of their own, I never 
can expect impartial counſel, and therefore I have 
in this, as well as every other affair, thought it ridi- 
culous to aſk their advice. Such as it 1s, Sir, 1 
ſhall be ſoon ready to lay it before you; then I ſhall 


give you all the information I have had in the at- 


fair, and will be moſt ready to hear and receive all 
the information or inſtruction that can be given to 
any gentleman in this houſe. 
It is certain, Sir, that there are daily very great 
frauds committed in the collecting of the public 
revenue, and if any way can be fallen on to pre- 
vent thoſe frauds, and to enable the public to re- 
ceive, what it is now juſtly and legally intitled to, 
ſuch a project ought to be embraced, and the au- 
thor thereof, whoever he may be, would deſerve 
the thanks of his country : for it would not only be 
a great advantage to the public revenue, but to e- 
very honeſt and fair trader in the nation; becauſe 
that wherever a tax is laid on, and not collected 
regularly and duly from every man ſubjected there- 
to, it is really making the fair trader pay to the 
public, what the fraudulent trader turns into his 
E « own 
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* own private pocket, and thereby the ſmuggler is 
enabled to underſell the fair trader in every com- 


* modity he deals in, by which all the fair traders in 
the nation muſt be at laſt ruined and undone.” 


Sir William Sir William Wyndham. Sir, J have not the ho- 


Myndbam's c 


ſpeech. 


Sir Fobn 
Barnard's 
ſpeech, + 


nour of being let into the ſecret of this extraordina- 
ry ſcheme, I do not as yet know what it is; but 
* by ail that I could ever yet hear of it, I believe, 
© when it is laid before us, the queſtion thereon will 
appear to be, Whether we ſhall ſacrifice the conſti- 
tution, to the preventing frauds in the revenue? 
This, Sir, I take to be a very material queſtion ; 
and therefore I think it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
have a full houſe; for which reaſon I ſhall be not 
+ only for letters to the ſheriffs, but alſo I hope, that 
« every gentleman in this houſe will write to ſuch of 
his friends in the country as are members, and 


« jntreat them to give attendance on that important 
day.“ ITED | | | 


Sir John Barnard. Sir, when the honourable 

* gentleman is prepared to lay his ſcheme before us, 

© I hope he will move for ſome general committee; 

© if he does, I ſhall not give the houſe any trouble: 

© but if he moves for a committee to conſider the 

frauds in any particular branch of the revenue, I 

© ſhall take the liberty to oppoſe it, becauſe there are 

< frauds in every branch of the revenue, and perhaps 

I ſhall be able to ſhew, that there are as many 
<' frauds in other branches of the revenue, as there 

© are in thoſe which the honourable gentleman has a 
© mind now to take a particular notice of. I muſt 
think, Sir, that the attaching our inquiries at pre- 
« ſenttothe frauds committed in any particular branch, 
is like ſingling out a deer from the flock in order to 
be hunted down; ſhe is to be the firſt ſacrifice, but 
© the whole flock are to be hunted down at laſt: This 
I believe, Sir, is the caſe, and if I have been _ 
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is ly informed, this very ſcheme in its firſt conception 
„ vas for a general alteration of the method of col- 
lecting the public revenue; it was for a general ex- 
ciſe: but that it ſeems was afterwards thought too 
much at once, and therefore we are now, it ſeems, 
to ſingle out only one or two branches, in order 
that they may be firſt hunted down. But the very 
ſame reaſon that may prevail with us to ſubject any 
one branch of the revenue to the laws of exciſe, 
may afterwards prevail with us to ſubject every 
branch to thoſe arbitrary laws; and as ſuch laws 
are, in my opinion, abſolutely inconſiſtent with li- 
berty, therefore I muſt think that the queſtion upon 
his ſcheme, even altered as it ſeems it is, will be, 
Whether we ſhall endeavour to prevent frauds in 
the collecting of the public revenues, at che expence 
of the liberties of the people? 
d For my own part, Sir, I never was guilty of 
any fraud; I put it to any man, be he who he 
will, to accuſe me of ſo much as the appearance of 
a fraud, in any trade I was ever concerned in; I 
am reſolved never to be guilty of any fraud. It is 
true, Sir, that theſe frauds are a very great 
prejudice to all fair traders, and therefore I ſpeak 
againſt my own intereſt, when I ſpeak againſt any 
method that may tend towards preventing of 
frauds ; but I ſhall never, Sir, put my private in- 
tereſt in balance with the intereſt or the happineſs 
of the nation: I had rather, Sir, beg my bread 
from door to door, and fee my country flouriſh, 
than be the greateſt ſubject in the nation, ad ſee 
the trade of my country decaying, and tie p:ople 
enſlaved and oppreſled.? 
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„ Henry Pelham Eſq; I wiſh, Sir, this ſcheme, Mr. Pet- 
be it what it will, were laid before us, for till it 1 — 
I believe we ſhall every day be falling into ſome 
debate or another about it, without kr owing any 
thing of it. I do not know where the hon, gentle- 


man 
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< man who ſpoke laſt got his information, but as ] 6 


have had the honour to converſe ſometimes with 0 
© thoſe who always knew moſt about this ſcheme, I 
< can aſſure him, that there never was any ſuch thing 
intended as a general exciſe, nor was there ever any 
< deſign of making a general alteration in the me- 
thod of collecting the public revenue. But I ſhall 
not at preſent ſay any thing farther upon the ſub- 
ject, becauſe I think it a little odd to enter into de- 
© bates about what we know nothing of.” 
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Alderman Perry, one of the repreſentatives for 
the city of London, hkewiſe ſpoke upon this occa- 
ſion in vindication of the merchants, dealing in the 
wine and tobacco trade. After which the queſtion 
was put, and the call of the houſe was put off to that 
day fortnight; and it was ordered, That no mem- 
ber of the houſe ſhould preſume to go out of town, 
without leave of the houſe ; that no leave ſhould be 
aſked for any member to go out of town, but be- 
tween the hours of one and two; and that Mr. Speaker 
q ſhould writecircular letters to the ſheriffs and ſtewards 
[ of the ſeveral counties of Great Britain, requiring 
the attendance of the members on that day fortnight; 

and that the houfe would proceed with the utmoſt 

ſeverity, againſt ſuch members as ſhould not then at- 

tend the fervice of the houſe. Then 

Motion a= Samuel Sandys Eſq; moved for the houſe to re- 
anden ſolve, That ſuch members of that houſe, who ſhould U 
abſent themſelves without leave of the houſe, ſhould 8 
be reputed deſerters of their truſt, and neglecters of tt 
that duty they owed to that houſe and their country. 1 
Whereupon ſeveral members got up, ſome of whom, 
as may be preſumed, to have ſeconded this motion, 6 
but Horatio Walpole Eſq; was pointed to, who | 5. 
ſaid, That he was againſt the motion the honoura- | , 
ble gentleman had been pleaſed to make, as being 7 
© a very extraordinary one, and ſuch as there was 
then no occaſion for, and therefore he moved for 


the 
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« the order of the day. Which motion was imme- 
diately ſeconded. 


Sir Fobn Ruſhout ſaid, 5 That the motion his friend 
© had been plcaſed to make was perhaps a little ex- 
* traordinary z but it was upon a very extraordin 


I * occaſion, and not without precedent, and therefore 
J- he would be for it. 


Sir William Yonge ſaid, That an honourable gen- 

* tleman over the way had ſaid, that every one of 

Fr them ought to write to their friends in the country, 

* and deſire them to give attendance; but if the mo- 

1e * tion then made ſhould be agreed to, they might 

n in his opinion ſave themſelves the trouble, for that 

at * no member then in the country would think he had 

N- one friend in the houſe, if any ſuch reſolution 
n, * ſhould be made againſt him.” 


oe Mr. Sandys ſaid, * That what he had moved for, 
I | * was ſo far from being without precedent, that there 
+ was a precedent for it but very lately, and that 
1g © was in the famous caſe of Dr. Sacheverel “; when 
It; * that affair was before the houſe, there was ſuch a re- 
+ ſolution made, and from thence it was that he took 
at- + the very words of the motion he had then made.” 


Then the queſtion was put upon the motion for 

1d the order of the day, becauſe of its having been ſe- 

ud conded before the other motion was ſeconded, and 

Of F that being carried in the affirmative, the other was 

ry. in courſe dropt. 

m, On the 23d of February, the bill for making more — 
nz effetualthe laws in being, for diſabling perſons from of Lords. 
being choſen members of, or fitting or voting in the 

houſe of Commons, who have any penſion during plea- 

> | ſure, or for any number of years, or any offices held in 

truſt for them, was read the firſt time in the houſe of 


for Lords; 
See the Votes, Jan, 25, 170g. 
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Lords; and after ſome debate, a motion was made 
for rejecting it, upon which it was moved to order, 


that the ſame ſhould be read a ſecond time on the 


Tueſday following; and after farther debate the que- 
ſtion was put, Whether the ſaid bill ſhould be read 
a ſecond time? which was reſolved in the negative, 
by 68 to 25; whereupon a proteſt was entered, for 
the reafons entered in the journals of that houſe the 
21ſt of March 1729, and the 2d of March 1730, 


and this laſt proteſt was ſigned by the noble Lords 


following, viz. 


Scarſdale, Coventry, Bruce, 


Northampton, _ Berkſhire, Bridgwater, 
Foley, Gower, Bathurſt, 
Strafford, Litchfield, Montjoy. 


Aylesford, Oxford and Mortimer, 


On the 4th of April, there was laid before the 
houſe of Lords, according to their deſire, the fol- 
lowing ſtate, vz. 
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402 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733, 
—_— On Tue ſday the 6th of March, the right honoura- 
ef Lords. ble the houſe of Lords was, according to the order of 

the day, to reſolve it ſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe upon the bill for puniſhing mutiny and 
deſertion. As the paſſing of that bill is the only 
proper opportunity that houſe can have tor taking 
into their conſideration the number of forces kept 
up within this kingdom, there generally happens a 
debate upon that important ſubject ; and in this ſeſ. 
{ion the debate was as handſomely managed on both 
ſides, as was ever any debate in that or any other a- 
ſembly; of the ſubſtance of which, the following is 
an abſtract. : 
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lotion fon: As ſoon as the order of the day was read for the 

reduction. houſe's reſolving, itſelf into the ſaid committee, the 
right honourable the Earl of Oxford ſtood up, and 
after making a ſhort, but ſtrong and pathetic ſpeech, Þ * 
againſt keeping up ſo numerous a ſtanding army in 
time of peace, his Lordſhip moved for an inſtruc- Þ © 
tion to the ſaid committee for reducing the number! 
of forces to 12, ooo effective men, including inva- ! 
lids, Sc. In this he was ſeconded by the Earl of! 
F/Vinchelſea, who ſhewed the dangerous conſequences Þ * 
of keeping up ſo great a number of regular forces 

within the kingdom in time of peace; and among! 


many others, which he enumerated, this he ſaid was 
one, That it made minifters of ſtate more daring 
* than otherwiſe they durſt venture to be, both in 

* contriving and exccuting ſchemes and project; 
* that were grievous and burdeniome to the people; 

© ſchemes that never could enter into the heads of 
any but thoſe who were drunk with an exceſs off 
power.“ Then, | 


1 Farl of The Earl of Cr awf, ord ſtood up and laid, 6 Ay a] 
| — 4e £ Lords, Whatever may be the bad conſequences off h 
| | keeping up a great number of regular forces in any} © of 
f country, no argument drawn from thence can beF 
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any way applicable to the number of regular forces 
propoſed by the bill now before us to be kept up: 
By this bill, My Lords, it is propoſed to keep up 
* only 17 or 18,000 men; and ſuch a ſmall num- 
© ber is ſo very far from being dangerous to the li- 
* berties of this nation, that it 1s abſolutely neceſſary 
for the preſervation of our liberties, and for the 
* ſupport of our preſent happy conſtitution.* _ 
We muſt, My Lords, ſuppoſe two things, be- 
fore we can ſuppoſe that the regular forces kept up 
may be of any dangerous conſequence to our liber- 
ties: We mult ſuppoſe them to be ſo numerous as 


under ſubjection; and we mult ſuppoſe the gen- 
tlemen of the army to be all of them ſuch abandon- 
ed creatures, as that they will join together unani- 
mouſly in the wicked deſign of enſlaving their na- 
tive country, In the preſent caſe neither of theſe 
ſuppoſitions can be made; ſuch a ſmall number as 
* that of 17 or 18, ooo men, can never be ſuppoſed 
to be able to hold the whole body of the people of 
«* Great Britain under any ſubjection: We have, I 
hope, many hundred thouſands of brave men in 
Great Britain, who would riſe in arms, and would 
ſoon ſwallow up ſuch a handful of men as that of 


do be able to hold the whole body of the people 


© our regular army, if they ſhould be but once 


© ſuſpected of joining in any deſign againſt the li- 
« berties of the people. And, My Lords, I have fo 
good an opinion of the gentlemen now employed 
© in the army, that I cannot ſuppoſe, I believe no 
Lord in this houſe can ſuppoſe, that any great part 
of them would join in any wicked delign for the 
enſlaving of their country; if any attempts were 
to be made upon our liberties, I am perſuaded that 


appear againſt ſuch attempts, and would join 
heartily, and, I hope, unanimouſly in the defence 
of their country.“ 


* the gentlemen of the army would be the firit to 


Dd 2 The 


403 


— * 
"x aut 4 — — 


— . . op gooey er 


404 


Marquis of 
Twweedal:e's pl 


fpeech 


C 
o 


e 6a 6 &@ &% @ M @ 6A 


TEES ff è m),, ̃ dh ͤ Bl ̃ 0 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1733. 


The Marquis of Tweedale. * My Lords, I am ſo 
far from being of opinion that the number of regu- 
lar forces propoſed by this bill to be kept up, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of our con- 
ſtitution, in ſuch a time as the preſent, in a time 
of the moſt profound tranquillity, that I am tho- 


roughly convinced no ſuch number would be ne- 


ceſſary even in the time of the moſt raging war; 
and, My Lords, for the ſupport of my opinion, 
have the experience of all paſt ages. In the time 
of the late war there was never any fuch number 
kept up within the kingdom, and yet how vain 
were all thoſe attempts that were then made again(! 
our happy eſtabliſhment ? 

FThe unnatural rebellion that was raiſed againſt 
his late Majeſty, is a convincing proof how little 
neceſſary it is to keep up ſuch a number as is now 
propoſed : There was then a very formidable in- 
ſurrection againſt the government, perhaps as for. 
midable an inſurrection as ever can be made a- 
gainſt a juſt and a legal government; and yet that 
inſurrection was defeated by a very ſmall handful 
of regular forces, a much leſs number than what is 
now propoſed to he kept up: for we all very well 
know that that rebellion was defeated before thc 
arrival of any of the foreign troops, which were 
then brought into the kingdom. The rebels were 
ſubdued, and all were ſoon after obliged to ſubmit 
or to fly from their native country. I wiſh indecd 
that ſome other meaſures had been afterwards pur- 
ſued, with regard to thoſe who were engaged in 
that unjuſt and unnatural affair; the government 


might perhaps have made a better uſe of their ſuc- 


ceſs; for if I am rightly informed, there was not 


' a ſhilling of the forteited eſtates ever came to tl 


uſe of the public, they were all applied to the pay- 


- ment of thoſe commiſſioners and officers who were 


employed to inquire after them. 
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lt is not eaſy to determine exactly what particu- 

lar number of regular forces may be abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary for preſerving a juſt government; but I 

am ſure, that the beſt way of determining is, from 

the experience of paſt times; and whatever num- 

ber may be neceſſary for ſupporting a juſt govern- 

ment, I am as ſure, that any addition made to that 

number, 1s a ſtep towards the ſupport of an unjuſt 

and arbitrary government. The number now pro- 

poſed, 1s not the only thing to be regarded in the 
preſent queſtion : It is true, there is but 18,000 
propoſed to be kept up; but we all know that in 
the manner that this 18,000 is modelled, in the 
manner they are kept up, they may upon any e- 
mergency be ſpeedily augmented to 40,000 effec- 
tive men : And that number, if they ſtood unani- 
mouſly together, would, I am afraid, be able to 
ſupport and render ſucceſsful any attempts againſt 
the liberties of the nation, notwithſtanding the 
great numbers of brave men we may, I hope, juſt- 
ly brag of ſtill having in Great Britain. 

© I have as good an opinion of the officers now 
employed in the army, as any man can have; I 
have no doubt but that they would be ready to op- 
poſe any attempts againſt the liberties of their 
country, but they are not immortal, nor are we 
ſure that they will always be continued in com- 
mand, or that they will be ſucceeded by men of 
the fame virtue and honour : If any Prince, or any 
chief miniſter, ſhould ever form deſigns againſt 
the liberties of the people, to be ſure he will firſt 
model the army for that purpoſe, he will diſnuſs 
all the men of honour, and will put creatures of 
his own into their room, creatures who will be al- 
ways ready to execute the moſt unjuſt, the. moſt 
tyrannical commandy that he can poſſibly give; 


* this, My Lords, may be done in a moment, and 
thus the nation may be undone befare any man can 
Ay to its relief. 
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As I have ſaid, I am thoroughly convinced, that 
the number of regular forces by this bill propo- 
ſed, is much larger than what is neceſſary for the 
ſupport of the government, or for the preſerva- 
tion of the conſtitution; I muſt therefore think 
that the keeping up of ſo great a number is a turn- 
ing that evil government under which we have for 
ſo many ages preſerved our liberties, into a milita- 
ry ſort of government, under which no country e- 
ver did, 1t is impoſſible that any country ever can, 
preſerve either their liberties or their properties : 
under ſuch a government, the poſſeſſions of every 
man muſt intirely depend upon the good-will of 
the chief officers of the army ; the poor farmers 
and tradeſmen muſt ſubmit to be plundered and 
mal- treated by every common ſoldier, and the 
men of the beſt families in the nation may often be 
obliged to fue in the moſt humble manner to thoſe 
who were formerly their footmen or menial ſer- 
vants. This to me, My Lords, is a moſt terrible 
ſtate, and therefore I muſt be for agreeing to the 
reduction propoſed.” | | 
The Duke of Newcaſtle, 5 My Lords, I ſhould 
be very glad to agree to the reduction propoſed, 
or to any reduction, if I thought it any way ſafe 
for us to do ſo; but, My Lords, I have always 
obſerved, and any. Lord may make the ſame ob- 
ſervation from the experience, of times paſt, that 
we never as yet made any reduction in our army, 
but what 1t encouraged our enemies bath at home 
and abroad to make attempts towards diſturbing 
the peace and quiet of the nation; we might per- 
haps with a leſs number be able to defeat any in- 
ſurrection that could be made againſt the govern- 
ment, but then we never could be at quiet for any 
conſiderable time, the enemies of the government 
would be always forming plots and deſigns againſt 
it; and the only method for preventing any ſuch, 
and for preſerving peace among our ſelves, is to 
. f * keep 
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8 keep up ſuch a number of regular forces, as may 
o. | © fake away from ſuch men all hopes of ſucceſs : 
ne © The number now propoſed is the leaſt that can be 


thought ſufficient for ſuch a ſalutary end, and if it 
+ * were much greater than it is, there would be no- 


hn thing to be feared from it under his preſent Maje- 
* « ſty or any of his illuſtrious family: The preſent 
a. | © royal family is eſtabliſhed upon the principles of 
e © liberty, upon the principles of the revolution, and 
* it is by ſuch principles only that they can ſupport 
«. | © themſelves: The ſupport of the preſent royal fa- 
ery * mily, and the ſupport of the liberties of the nation 
3 depend mutually upon one another, they ſo ne- 
Gn ceſſarily depend on one another, that neither 
na | © be deſtroyed without involving the other in 
the | the fame deſtruction; and therefore I never can 
be il © have any fears or jealouſies of any number of 
ofs | forces kept up under his Majeſty or any of his 
E family. 5 


ble © Laſt year, my Lords, I obſerved that none of 


the | © your Lordſhips declared openly againſt keeping 
© up any number of forces, or any army at all; you 
wa þ © ſeemed all to agree that it was neceſſary to keep 
ed. © vp ſome regular forces; and yet I obſerved thar all 
ate! © thoſe who then appeared for a reduction, joined 
ays * all together in voting againſt the whole bill; they 
ob. | were againſt having any bill at all for the puniſh- 
hat | ment of mutiny and deſertion : from whence I 
ny, * * muſt conclude, that all thoſe who were then for a 
me reduction, choſe rather to have no mutiny bill, nor 
ing | © any regular army, than not to have that number 
er. © reduced which they had propoſed to be reduced. 
5 © I do not know, my Lords, what the noble 
n- © Lord meant, when he talked of men's being drunk 
any! with an exceſs of power; I do not know any man 
dent! © that is fo, or that has any opportunity of being 
inſt! ſo; nordoIknow of any ſchemes that have been, 
ich, | or that are to be attempted or executed, that are 
either grievous or burdenſome to the people. I 
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have indeed ſome gueſs what ſcheme the noble 
Lord points at, but 1 believe that when that ſcheme 
comes before us, it will appear to be agreeable to 
the people, at leaſt to all the honeſt part of the 
people, and it will moſt certainly appear to be 
beneficial to the nation in general. If the gentle- 
men who are to propoſe it, did not think it fo, 
they would be in the wrong to attempt it, I am 
ſure they never would attempt it ; but if they are 
convinced that it will tend to the improvement of 
the trade of the nation, and to the increaſe of the 
revenue, I ſhould think them very weak if they 
were intimidated by thoſe clamours that have been 
artificially raiſed againſt it, by men whoſe private 
intereſt or malice has prompted them to oppoſe 
what they muſt know to be for the public good. 

© It is true, my Lords, the public tranquillity is 


to all outward appearance at preſent pretty ſecure; 


but our tranquillity both at home and abroad, de- 
pends upon ſo many accidents, that it would be 
very imprudent in us to make any reduction at 
leaſt for this year. Even at preſent there are per- 
haps ſome very ſtrong reaſons for us to be upon 
our guard; we may perhaps very ſoon have occa- 
ſion for regular forces, but I cannot, my Lords, 
explain myſelf, I beg leave not to do it; how- 
ever, I may ſay, that I never will be for a reduc- 
tion, unleſs the public tranquillity ſhould happen to. 
be in ſuch a ſtate as may be much more certain- 
ly depended on, than it can be at preſent. 

« It is certain that there are two great contending 
powers in Europe, between whom there is and will 
be a conſtant and a perpetual rivalſhip, ſo that it 
is impoſſible for us to be in abſolute cordial friend- 
ſhip with both at one time; when ever we fall 
into any degree of friendſhip with the one, we 
muſt always expect to be at a ſort of variance with 


the other ; while we keep ourſelves in a good ſtate 


of defence at home, we ſhall always be indepen- 
ee 3”, ö 
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dent of either; we need never be obliged to court 
the friendſhip of the one too much, and we may 
contemn any variance that we may happen to be 
in with the other: but if we ſhould ſtrip ourſelves 
of our own proper defence, we mult then truſt in- 
tirely to one of thoſe powers to defend us againſt 
the other, by which means, we ſhould ſoon be 
brought into an abſolute dependence upon one of 
thoſe powers, and ſhould be obliged to join in 
every meaſure, and to agree to every thing that 
ſuch power could propoſe to us. And as I am 
convinced that the number of regular forces now 
propoſed to be kept up, is abſolutely neceſſary for 
our own proper defence, at leaſt for this year, there- 
fore I muſt be againſt making any reduction. 


409 


The Earl of Strafford. My Lords, I ſnall rea- x: er 
dily grant that there is a continual rivalſhip be- . 


tween the two great — powers of Europe ; 
there always will, I hope, be ſuch a rivalſhip ; for 
if ever that rivalſhip ſhould ceaſe, which it never 
can but by one of them being ſwallowed up by 
the other, it would be an unlucky thing for this 
nation, as well as for all the reſt of Europe: but, 
my Lords, are we to keep up a numerous ſtanding, 
army as long as that rivalſhip ſhall continue? If 
ſo, we mult never think of any reduction: No, 
my Lords, that rivalfhip has already continued for 
many ages, and yet we have always ſupported 
ourſelves againft both, without having ever kept 
up any ſtanding army; this new ſort of defence 
has been but lately thought on, and never can be a 
proper defence for this nation: The only way we 
have to ſecure ourſelves at home, to make ourſelves 
conſiderable abroad, and to force a reſpect from 
both theſe contending powers, 1s to do as we have 
always formerly done, to put our whole truſt in 
our natural ſtrength, which confiſts in our fleet, 

| * and 
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and in the natural bravery of our men in general; 
as long as we truſt to this, and obſerve a neutrality 
as to both theſe contending powers, we ſhall be 
courted by both; we may fall in ſometimes with 
the one and ſometimes with the other, according 
as may beſt ſuit with our own intereſt and with 
the circumſtances of affairs at the time : By ſuch a 
management we ſhall always be able to hold the 
balance of Europe in our own hands, and never will 
have any occaſion either to court the friendſhip, or 
to fear the reſentment of any power on earth, 
But, my Lords, if we begin to purſue contrary 
meaſures; if we be always the firſt to enter into 
alliances with the powers of Europe, and the ori- 
ginal contracting parties in moſt treaties, we there- 
by give the [4 wig of holding the balance of Eu- 
rope out of our hands; and the neglecting our 
fleet and our militia, for the ſake of keeping up a 
ftanding army, will ſoon render us contemptible to 
every one of our neighbours, unleſs we reſolve to 
keep up a much more numerous army than what 
is propoſed by this bill, and ſuch a propoſition 
will, I hope, never be approved of by a majority 
of either houſe of Parliament. 

A ſtanding army and a military law has, my 
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of the people : The officers and ſoldiers under ſuch 
a regulation are always obliged to give the moſt 
implicit obedience to the commands of their ſu- 
perior officers ; they muſt obſerve and execute the 
orders they receive without any reſerve or heſita- 
tion; they muſt not Inquire whether their orders 
be according to law; if they do, any are guilty 
of mutiny, and may be immediately ſhot for any 
ſuch diſobedience. The chief commander of an 
army muſt always be veſted with an arbitrary 
and abſolute power over the army, and if this ar- 


* country 
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Lords, been always inconſiſtent with the liberties 


my be numerous, he may eaſily by their means | 
extend his power over the whole people of the 
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country where ſuch army is kept up; and there- 
* fore, my Lords, in all countries where the people 
have any regard to their liberties, they ought never 
* to keep up a greater number of regular forces than 
are ablolutely neceſſary for the ſecurity of the go- 
* yernment, and for the preſervation of the country 
* againſt any ſudden invaſion or inroad that may 
be made by a foreign enemy. In this country we 
© have the ths 2 to be ſurrounded by the ſea, 
© weknow how difficult and expenſive it is to make 
any invaſion * us with any great body of men; 
any ſuch invaſion we muſt have a timely warning 
« of, and by having our militia in good order, and 
our men, as they were formerly, all trained up to 
arms and military diſcipline, we ſhould always be 
ble to draw, upon any occaſion, and in any place 
within the iſland, a great army together, to op- 
+ poſe our enemies, if they ſhould happen to have 
the good fortune to eſcape our fleet at ſea, In our 
« preſent circumſtances, my Lords, and conſidering 
the happy ſituation of our country, I muſt be of 


© opinion, that 12,000 men are abundantly ſufficient 


for all the good uſes we can have for them, and 


therefore I ſhall give my aſſent to the reduction 
| * propoſed.” 


The Duke of Argyle. 


« ingly do put a great confidence in our fleet. It is 


| © happy for us that we are ſurrounded with the ſea, 
or if it were otherwiſe, if there were any commu- 
' * nication by land between our neighbours and us, 
| © inſtead of the ſmall number of regular forces now 
* propoſed to be kept up, it would be neceſſary for 
| © us to keep up at leaſt three times the number: Let 
| © us but conſider the great armies that are kept on 
| * foot by our neighbours, and then we muſt con- 
* + ciude, that if they could invade us by land, a re- 
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* My Lords, I agree with Duke of 


| © thoſe Lords who lay, that we ought to truſt to our — $ 
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gular army of 60,000 men would hardly be ſuffi- 
cient for our defence; and beſides this, my Lords, 
we ſhould be obliged to be at a great expence in 
fortifying all our cities and towns, in order to 
prevent our country's being over-run by any ſud- 
den invaſion, or after any unfortunate battle, Theſe 
misfortunes and theſe charges we are kept free 
from, by our being ſurrounded by the ſea, and as 
long as we have a fleet ſuperior to that of any 
one of our neighbours, 1t 1s hardly poſſible for 
them to invade us with any conſiderable armament ; 
but, my Lords, we are not to truſt entirely to our 
fleet for protecting us againſt a ſmall force; a 
ſmall fleet may be fo ſpeedily prepared, an. inva- 
ſion with a ſmall force my be ſo ſuddenly made, 
that the troops may be landed before we have any 
account of their embarkation : at leaſt ſuch a ſmal] 
fleet may be got out to ſea, before we have any 
account of their deſign ; and if they be once got 
into the wide ocean, it is well known how eafily 
they may eſcape being met with by our fleet. 
If ſuch a thing ſhould happen, if ever a fmall 
number of regular forces ſhould be landed, and we 
had no regular forces to oppoſe to them at their 
landing, what would be the conſequence ? Why, 
my Lords, we might be ſubdued before we could 
have 1t in our power to make any reſiſtance ; for 
it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the militia of this 
or any country. could make any reſiſtance agamit 
a body of regular and well-difciplined veterans ; 
numbers of men are very little to be depended on ; 
the men may be perſonally brave, but if they 
want diſcipline, a very numerous body of men 
may be eaſily defeated by a handful of regular and 
well-diſciplined ſoldiers : This we may be con- 


vinced of from hiſtory; this we may ſee, my 
* Lords, if we but attend to what happens every day 
in other parts of the world, 
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I have, my Lords, heard gentlemen contemn 
the Spaniſh armada, which was fitted out in Queen 
Elizabeth's time againſt this nation; but in my 
opinion, it was lucky for this country that they 
never got to the ſhore : they had, my Lords, 
* 16,000 veteran and well-diſciplined troops on 
board, which were to have been reinforced with as 
© many more as ſoon as the fleet could return to 
fetell them. I am afraid, if that armada had not 
met with the fate they did at ſea, if they had not 
been diſſipated by ſtorms and winds, that wiſe 
« Queen would not have found a great deal of ſafety 
in the militia which ſhe had raiſed, ſhe would have 
found even the greateſt number of them but a ve 


** 


** 


© unequa! match for ſuch a body of well-diſciplined 


© veterans, And but lately, my Lords, we were 
© again in great danger from the fame country; 
© then indeed they did not pretend to be a match tor 
© us at ſca, and for that reaſon they prepared for an 
© invaſion upon us with a ſmall number of troops, 
and they did it fo privately and fo ſpeedily, that 
they might have been landed before we knew any 
ching of their deſign, if their fleet had not again 
« becn diſſipated by ſtorms. They had then, it 
is true, but a ſmall number of regular forces; but 
few as they were, if we had had no regular forces 
to have oppoſed to them, they would have been 
ſufficient for the deſign, conſidering the great aſ- 
fiſtance they would have got from the diſaffected, 
* ard tae great numbers even of our men that would 
© have joined them at their landing. Even notwith- 
* {tanding the regular forces we then had on foot, 
* we do not know what would have been the con- 
* ſequences of their landing, it would at leaſt have 
involved our country in a civil war, our liberties, 
our properties, and all that is dear to us would 
© have again been at ſtake, we muſt age in have con- 
* tended for them in a doubtful field of battle. Such 
* deſigns, my Lords, will always bs forming againſt 
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c us, if we reduce our army too low, and ſome ſuch 
deſign or other would probably be the conſequence 
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of our agreeing to the reduction propoſed. 
It is certain, my Lords, that every country muſt 
have ſomething to truſt to for its defence againſt 
its enemies; it muſt have ſome force, ſome power 
to protect it againſt invaders ; if it has not a re- 
gular army of its own ſubjects to truſt to, there 
muſt be ſome other power ſubſtituted in the room 
thereof. For my part, I have conſidered this 
ueſtion as much, I believe, as any man ever did; 
grown converſed with a great many gentlemen 
upon the ſubject, and I have read, I believe, all 
that ever was wrote upon the head; and the whole, 
in my opinion, may be reduced to theſe three ex- 
pedients, which are propoſed in the room of a 
ſtanding army of our own ſubjects ; to wit, our 
fleet, our militia, or an army of foreign auxilia- 
TIES, 
As to our truſting altogether to our fleet, the 
rience of all ages ſhews us the precariouſneſs 
of ſuch a dependence; beſides the inſtances I have 
already given, we know what danger we were in, 
in the year 1708. The invaſion deſigned upon us 
at that time might very probably have taken ef- 
fect, notwithſtanding of our fleet, if the French 
commanders had had general or diſcretionary or- 
ders ; but happily for us they had peremptory or- 
ders to land only at ſuch a particular place, and it 


not being in their power to land at that place, 


their orders did not permit them to land at any 
other. In that country the cuſtom then was, for 
the King's council and miniſters to direct both 
their generals and their admirals in every particu- 
lar part of their conduct; a lady perhaps gave di- 
rections to the general when to fight, and a ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, who perhaps never ſaw a ſhip in his 
life, gave orders to their admiral how to ſail : To 
this it was we owed our ſafety at that time, for 
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by the orders their admiral had, he could not well 
avoid being met with by our fleet; but this was 
not the only thing that then ſaved us from having 
a civil war kindled up in the bowels of our native 
country; that invaſion might have taken effect, 
that fleet might have ſailed, and the troops might 
have been landed according to thoſe peremptory 
orders, before we could poſſibly have fitted out a 
fleet to have intercepted them, if it had not been 
for a private pique or a fort of jealouſy between 
two great ladies at the court of France, by which 
their preparations at Dunkirk were retarded, and 
their fleet kept from failing for ſeveral weeks, 
whereby we had time to prepare for their recep- 
tion, and to fit out that fleet which prevented their 
landing at the place they were ordered to, 

Even the happy revolution, my Lords, is an 
inſtance how little a fleet is to be depended on; 
it is well known, that King William, in his way to 
England at that time, came in ſight of the Engh/ſp 


fleet, which was well provided, and able enough 


to have fought him; but the winds were ſo con- 
trary, that it was impoſſible for the Engliſh fleet to 


come up with the Dutch; if they had, my Lords, 


that glorious attempt, by which we recovered our 
liberties, might have been defeated : By this acci- 
dent we then recovered our liberties, but if we 
ſhould ever reſolve to truſt intirely to our fleet, 
the ſame accident may hereafter be the cauſe of 
our loſing them. | 
The — expedient propoſed in the room of 
a ſtanding army, is the militia: Now, my Lords, 
conſidering the preſent ſtate of our militia, I be- 
lieve, it will not be pretended that we can truſt to 
them; I confeſs, my Lords, that the militia of a 
country may be brought under ſuch exact diſci- 
pline, as to make them almoſt equal to any regu- 
lar troops ; but, I believe, ſuch a thing 1s not to 
be done in this country: We now ſee how much 
« grumbling 
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© grumbling is occaſioned by the militias being cal. 
led out to exerciſe but once a year, and from 
© thence we may judge what would be the conſe. 
© quence if they were to be called out once or twice 
* a week, which would be abſolutely neceſſary, in 
© order to keep them all ſo well-difciplined as that 
© they might be depended on for immediate ſervice 
upon any occaſion. I have, my Lords, often 
heard it inſiſted on, that the keeping up of a ſtand- 
ing army raiſes diſaffection to the government; 
this-I cannot agree with; but from what I daily ſec, 
I muſt conclude, that the laying the whole militia 
of the kingdom under a neceſſity of marching out 
to exerciſe once- or twice every week, would raiſe 
a moſt terrible diſaffection againſt the government; 
and the diſaffection would be the more terrible, 
becauſe the diſaffected would not only have arms 
in their hands, but would have ſome ſort of {kill 
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dier in a red coat more dangerous to our liberties, 
than a ſoldier in a black, a blue or a white coat ? 
For my part, I can fee nothing more terrible in 
red than I can fee in any other colour, nor can I 
think that an army in red is more terrible or more 
dangerous to our liberties than an army in black: 
I do not Know, indeed, but the latter may be the 
moſt dangerous of the, two; they have certainly 
done much more miſchief to mankind, and to this 
country in particular, As to the power of the 
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King, it is the ſame over the militia that it is over 
da ſtanding army, he has an abſolute command, 
and names all the officers in the one as well as in 
* the other; and if he were to make any attempts 
* upon our liberties, would it not be as eaſy for 
him to model the militia, as it would be to model 
© the army? 
As for the officers and ſoldiers of the army's be- 
© ing obliged to obey the orders they receive from 
© their — officers, without any limitation or 
* controul, it is certain, my Lords, they are not; 
they are obliged to obey only legal orders; if they 
* ſhould receive any illegal commands, they may 
* diſobey with impunity. If I were upon the head 
* of my regiment, and ſhould order them to ſhoot a 
* gentleman innocently paſſing by, might not my 
© regiment refuſe to obey any ſuch orders? Can it be 
* ſaid that would be found guilty of mutiny, 
* or condemned to be ſhot by a court-martial for 
* ſuch refuſal ? No, my Lords, their conduct would 
be approved of by any court- martial, their diſobe- 
* dience would be commended, and the only perſon 
to be condemned, would be he who gave the ille- 
gal orders. The officers and ſoldiers of the army 
* are therefore in this as well as in moſt other reſpects 
* upon the ſame footing with thoſe of the militia, or 
at leaſt upon the ſame footing that the militia muſt 
* be put on, before. they can be made uſeful for the 
; defence of the nation, | 
Thus, my Lords, it appears; that with reſpect 
*to our liberties, a ſtanding army of our own ſub- 
jects can be no more dangerous than a well-ordered 
and a well-diſciplined militia; and by late expe- 
* rience we find, that they behaved after the ſame 
manner, when they found that attempts were mak- 
ing againſt the liberties of the nation: In the reign 
© of the late King Fames, the army behaved in the 
* ſame manner as the militia had done under his fa- 


ther. It n a fort of article of faith among ſome 
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0 people, to believe that no attempts were made a. 
gainſt our liberties in the reign of King Charles l. 


But, my Lords, the caſe is fo far otherwiſe, that 


his whole reign, at leaſt from the beginning to the 


year 1641, was a continued ſcene of the moſt arbi. 
© trary and oppreſſive meaſures that were ever pur- 
© ſued in any country in Europe; what by his court 


of ſtar-chamber, and by his ſpiritual courts (of 


© theſe laſt, I think, my Lords, we have ſome ſtill 
© remaining) did not he oppreſs the ſubject in the 
© moſt unprecedented manner? Even the firſt ſet 
of miniſters he had, began to encroach upon the 
* liberties of their country; but after them he got a 
« ſpiritual prime miniſter, an archbiſhop, who ſoon 
© drove the nail to the head, and laid the people un- 


der a neceſſity of taking arms in defence of their 
© liberties and their privileges: That king and hi; 
'© miniſters had taken all poſſible care to model the 


< militia, he had the ſupreme command over them, 


he had named ſuch officers over them as he thought 
would do whatever he pleaſed ; but what was th: 


* conſequence ? When affairs were come to this cri- 
« ſis, that they ſaw they muſt fight either for the li. 
© berties of the people or againſt them, many of thoſe 
* officers the King had named took party againit 
© him, and the orders of thoſe who appeared for 
© him were in many places deſpiſed by the private 
men. The army under his ſon behaved in the 
very ſame manner, and it will always be ſo; in 
«the caſe of a civil war, the army being part of 
the people, they will certainly behave as the people 
do; they will divide, and every man will join 
< that party which he thinks moſt in the right. 

Nov, my Lords, as to auxiliary troops, I be- 
< lieveno man will pretend that we ought to keep a 
* ſtanding army of foreign auxiliaries within the 
kingdom, and if we ſhould upon any occaſion cal 
* any ſuch to our aſſiſtance, we are not very ſure that 


they will go out again at our deſire; It has been 
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© moſt juſtly obſerved by a very great author, that 
* whatever country truſts her defence to foreign auxi- 
liaries, muſt become the ſlave of thoſe in whom 
© ſhe puts her truſt, But, my Lords, ſuppoſing that 
foreign auxiliaries called in to our aſſiſtance, would 
always leave us whenever we had a mind; yet ex- 
* perience has ſhewn us, that we cannot always de- 
* pend upon their coming to our aſſiſtance as ſoon as 
called. The late unnatural rebellion afforded us 
an inſtance of this; that rebellion which broke 
out againſt his late Majeſty ſoon after his acceſſion, 
* and I am ſure he had done nothing to deſerve that 
treatment, he had done injuſtice to no man, he 
had made no incroachment upon our liberties, yet 
* ſucha dangerous inſurrection broke out againſt him. 
* and we had at the ſame time fo few troops of our 
© own, that we were obliged to ſend to our allies 
* for that aſſiſtance which they were engaged by 
* treaties to give us: Unluckily-it had happened, that 
© the Dutch, for ſome time before, had been ſo much 


addicted to that political maxim, of reducing their 


* army, that they were not in a-condition to make 
* good their engagements to us. When we applied 
to them, we were anſwered, that they had no 
* more than was abſolutely neceſſary for maintaining 
* their garriſons ; ſo that we were obliged to hire 
* troops in Germany, and to wait till they. marched 
* down to the Dutch garriſons; before we could have a 
* man of the Dutch troops to march to our aſſiſtance : 
And we had at that time ſo few troops of our own, 
that for ſome time after my arrival inScotland,l had 
but 1600 men to make head againſt almoſt as ma- 
ny thouſands, then up in arms in that country againſt 
the government. It is very wrong to imagine that 
in time of danger the whole regular army we have 
can be brought together, they muſt in ſuch caſes be 
divided in ſeveral detachments, and a detachment 


left at every place where any danger may be 
* dreaded 3 ſo that even fon the number now pro- 
22 
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© poſed, it would not be poſſible to form a body of 
© five or ſix thouſand men in any part of the king- 
dom, except juſt about the city of London. 

In the late affair, the Dutch auxiliaries did at 
© laſt arrive, though not till after the rebellion was 
© in a great meaſure defeated : But, my Lords, I 
© ſhall never deſire to ſee any more foreign auxiliaries 
in this country; I had been long in the ſervice 
© of the States General, I was once a General in their 
army, from whence one would expect that I might 
© have had as much authority over their troops as any 
© Brityh General could have, and yet I had a very 
© oreat deal of difficulty to keep them in any tole- 
© rable order : They were mighty apt to miſtake a 
friend for a foe, eſpecially it they ſaw any thing 
that was worth taking, I was an eye-witneſs of the 
many hardſhips our beſt ſnbjects ſuffered from theſe 


foreign auxiliaries z I then did what I could to re- 


* medy them, and in order to prevent any ſuch for 
© the future, I ſhall always be againſt any meaſure 
* which may tend towards laying the government un- 
der a neceſlity of calling in foreign auxiliaries, 

] cannot imagine how ſome people have got in- 
to that way of thinking, that the liberties of all the 
countries in Europe have been overturned by 
« ſtanding armies; I do not know one country in 
Europe, whoſe liberties have been overturned by 
* their ſtanding army. It is a miſtake to ſay ſo of 
© the Romans; the liberties of Rome were in a great 
* meaſure overturned by the luxury and corruption 
that had crept in among the people long before 
the time of Julius Ceſar ; and in his time, their 
* ſtanding army were ſo far from being the only 
© means of overturning the liberties of Rome, that 
© the greateſt part of the ſtanding army joined 
< againſt Julius Ceſar ; but he had a deviliſh head 
of his own, ſo that by his own good conduct, and 
the bravery of his troops, he got the better of his 
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enemies, though they had the greateſt numbers e- 
ven of regular troops on their ſide, If the Ro- 
* mans at that time had had no ſtanding army, 
would not the people, would not the very mob 
* have done the ſame? Every man who had 
* courage, or who could be perſuaded to go to fight, 
* would have joined that party he liked beſt ; the 
commander, who could make the beſt uſe of 
* thoſe that joined him, would have got the advan- 
© tage, and the victorious army would have had 
it in their power to have ſettled the future form 
* of government upon what footing they had a 
* mind. 

It is the ſame with reſpect to all the other equn- 
© tries of Europe where arbitrary power is or ever 
vas eftabliſhed, In France it is certain that their 
* liberties were overturned long before they ever had 
* ſuch a thing as a ſtanding army; the oldeſt regi- 
* ment or corps of regular troops in France, is 
* what they call the nggiment of Picardie; that re- 
© giment was raiſed only in the firſt or ſecond year 
of the reign of our Queen Elizabeth, and it is well 
* known that long before that time the liberties of 
* the French people were intirely deſtroyed. In 


* Spain we know that it was their prieſts that de- 


* ſtroyed the liberties of the people; and it is by 
means of their inquiſition, that their arbitrary 
government is to this day ſupported 3 by means 
* of that terrible ſpiritual court, their prieſts ſup- 
port their own deſpotic rule not only over the peo- 
ple, but likewiſe over the court, and even over 
their army too. In Sweden, my Lords, it was 
* likewiſe their prieſts that formerly eſtabliſhed an 
* arbitrary rule in that country, and it was by their 
army that their liberties were reftored; and in 
© Depmark it was a houſe of Commons that ſurren- 
*dered up their own liberties ta the crown; they 
© firſt gave up their liberties, and thereby they 
f enabled their King to get himſelf declared the 
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< abſolute and the arbitrary ſovereign over the whole 
country. 1 

* Thus, my Lords, we may find that a ſtanding 
© army never had in any country the chief hand in de- 
* ſtroying the liberties of their country; nor indeed 
© can it be ſuppoſed that they ever will: Can it be 
© ſuppoſed that any man of common ſenſe, who has 
© a good poſt in the army, and has the laws of his 
* country for his erna yon long a te behaves 
well; can it, I ſay, my Lords, be ſuppoſed that 
* any ſuch man will ever join in meaſures for ſub- 
jecting himſelf to the uncontroulable will and gid- 
dy pleaſure of any one man? He muſt know, that 
© true honour and virtue, or a faithful performance 
of his duty, could then be no protection to him; 
© his life, his eſtate, and every thing that is dear to 
© him muſt then depend on the mere pleafure of a 
court; and every man knows, that about courts, 
© true honour and virtue often fall a ſacrifice to whil- 
pers, to deceitful inſinuations, and to falſe and pri- 
vate accuſations: Is it then reaſonable to preſume, 
that the gentlemen of the army, who are by their 
education bred ſtrangers to the low arts and vile 
+ FO uſual about courts, will ever give up that 
* honourable dependence they have upon their own 
© behaviour and the laws of their country, for the 
* ſake of aflaviſhdependence upon any court what- 
ever: For my part, it is not poſſible for me to ſu- 
© ſpect any ſuch thing, and therefore I cannot from 
* thence draw any argument againſt keeping up a 
« ſtanding army in this country. | 

But, my Lords, it is not propoſed that we 
© ſhould put our whole truſt in the army; the num- 
© ber propoſed is no way ſufficient for that purpoſe ; 
the army now propoſed is only for protecting the 
peace and quiet of x 


vaſions, with a ſmall number of troops, or againſt 
* little inſurrections, or rather mobs, that may 
be raiſed by a few diſcontented ſubjects: But the 
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main ſtrength of this nation, and that upon which 
we principatly depend, is the ſuperiority of our 
fleet, and the bravery of our men in general: 
Let us continue to preſerve the preſent ſuperiority 
© we have as to our fleet; let us continue to culti- 
vate bravery and military diſcipline as much as 
© poſſible among our men in general; but do not 
«© let us, for the ſake of groundleſs jealouſies and 
«© pretended fears, expoſe the peace of our country 
to be diſturbed by every neighbouring ſtate, who 
© ſhall take it in their heads ſo to do, or by every 
* ſubject who ſhall be prompted by his. reſentment 
* or ambition to rebel againſt the government of his 
country. 


After the Duke of Argyle had done ſpeaking, the 
Lord Bathurſt roſe up, and ſpoke to the effect as 
follows, viz. 
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© The noble Duke, my Lords, who ſpoke laſt, Lora Be- 


thurffs 


© has ſpoke ſo fully and ſo well in favour of a ſtand- foe. 


ing army, that if it were poſſible to convince me 
that a ſtanding army is conſiſtent with the liberties 
* of any country, that noble Duke would have done 
it; I ſhould even be afraid to riſe up to offer any 
thing in anſwer to what he has ſo well ſaid upon 
that ſubject, if it were not, that I think myſelf un- 
der a neceſſity of giving your Lordſhips ſome rea- 
* ſon for my voting, as I ſhall do in the important 
* queſtion now before us. . 

I was glad, my Lords, to hear that noble Duke 
© allow, that the militia of the kingdom might be 
put upon ſuch a footing as to be uſeful for our de- 
© fence: This I ſhould be glad to ſee done, becauſe 
*I think it the only defence, next to our fleet, 
* which we can with any ſafety truſt to; and as there 
is no man more capable than he, of putting us 
in a way of makipg our militia uſeful, I wiſh 
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he would give us his thoughts upon that ſubject; 
Jam ſure there is nothing he can offer but what 
will be well received and readily agreed to, As to 
© the expence of keeping our militia under a proper 
$ diſcipline, I do not think that it is of any con- 
ſideration in the preſent queſtion 3 if it ſhould a- 
mount to a great deal more than what we now pay 
© for maintaining our regular army, it would be an 
F argument of no weight with me againſt the 
«* ſcheme, for I am ſure if the expence were great- 
5 er, our power would be rendered in proportzon 
much more extenſive, and our liberties much more 
$ ſecure, | 

If, my Lords, the militia were to be put upon 
© a proper and a right footing, if they were to be 
put upon ſuch a footing as to be really uſeful for 
the defence of the country, it is not to be ſuppo- 
« ſ:d, that the people would grumble at any charge 
or inconvenience they were put to upon ſuch a 
S neceffary and reaſonable account. The many 
© loads they have quietly ſubmitted to of late years, 
5 ſhew -us, that they are not apt to grumble, 
when they are convinced of the reaſon of the 
< thing ; but at preſent they know, that the militia 
$ are of no public uſe, they know that the drawing 
« them out ta excerciſe tends to no end but that 
af putting money in the pockets of the officers, 
d and therefore they grumble when they find them- 


* ſelves put to any expence upon ſpch an unprofi- 


< table account. 
+ Though the militia of the kingdom be under 
* the command of the Kipg, though their officers 
be all named by the King, yet under ſuch a mi- 
d litary force, our liberties muſt be ſafe : The mi- 
S ligia of the kingdom are the people of the king- 
$ dom, and it is impoſſible ta make uſe of the peo- 
ple for oppreſſing the liberties of the people; but 
a Hanging army of regular forces, ſoon begin oP 
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t; look upon themſelves as a body ſeparate and di- 1 
at ſtinct from the people; and if the people in gene- i 
to ral negle the uſe of arms, and truſt intirely to F| 
er © ſuch a military force for their defence, the King, f 
* who has the abſolute command over them, may f 
a « eaſily fall upon ways and means to make uſe of j 
ay them for oppreſſing the liberties of the people; by 1 
an W granting particular favours to ſuch a military force, 
he and by preſerving the affections of a few men bred 
it- up to arms and military diſcipline, he may do 
on * whatever he pleaſes with the multitude, who have 
Ire neither arms in their hands, nor any knowledge 
how to uſe them if they had. What the noble 
on W © Duke ſaid as to auxiliaries, is moſt certainly true 
be W <« thoſe who truſt intirely to auxiliaries for their de- 
for W © fence, muſt always be ſlaves to thoſe in whom they 
0- put their truſt. It is, my Lords, for this very rea- 
ge * ſon that I am againſt a ſtanding army; for it holds 
1 a W + equally true of a ſtanding army of our own ſub- 
ny I * jects, as of an army of foreign auxiliaries z whoever 
rs, « truſts his defence to any thing but himſelf, muſt 
le, be a ſlave to that in which he puts his truſt ; and 
the W © whatever people put their whole truſt in a ſtanding 
tia army, even of their own ſubjects, will ſoon come 
ng to be as great ſlaves as the people who put their 
hat W «truſt in an army of foreign troops; the maſters 
IS, may be different, but the ſlavery is the ſame, and 
m- will be equally grievous. 
pfi- ] believe it was never ſaid, that a ſtanding army 
© is the only method by which an arbitrary power 
der may be eſtabliſhed ; there are, without doubt, o- 
ers | © ther means by which it may be eſtabliſhed, but I 
ni- am ſure that it can never be long ſupported with- 
ni- out a ſtanding army. By a political and cunning 
Ng- £ adminiſtration, the people may be cheated out of 
eo- * their liberties ; by ſome ſpecious pretence or ano- 
but ther they may be induced to give up all thoſe bar- 
to | tiers which are the defence and the protection 3 — 
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diſcovered, and as ſoon as it 1s, the people will re. 
ſame their antient privileges, if there be no new 
ſort of power eſtabliſhed for protecting the arbi. 
trary government againſt any ſuch reſumption, 
which power can never conſiſt in any thing elſe but 
a ſtanding army of ſome kind or other, 

A ſtanding army muſt therefore, my Lords, be 
of dangerous conſequence to the liberties of every 
country. In ſome free countries there may be, at 
leaft, a ſhewof reaſon for their ſubmitting to ſuch 
a danger; but in this country there cannot be ſo 
much as a ſhew of reaſon ; we have a fleet ſupe- 
rior to that of any of our neighbours, and we know 
how difficult it is for any of our neighbours to in- 
vade us with a conſiderable force; ſuch deſigns 
muſt always be diſcovered long before they can be 
ready for execution; and as long as we preſerve a 
ſuperior fleet, we ſhall always have it in our power 
to prevent the execution of any ſuch defign : but 
granting that they ſhould, by any ſtrange fatality 
or negligence, eſcape our fleets at ſea, yet ſtil] we 
ſhould have time to prepare for their reception if 
our militia be always kept in good order, and un- 
der a proper diſcipline, they will be ſufficient for 
our defence, againſt any power that can be brought 
againſt us, as long as the King is poſſeſſed of the 
affections of the people in general, and thoſe he 
can never loſe ſo readily as by deſpiſing the peo- 
ple, and truſting intirely to his ſtanding army. 
As for thoſe ſmall invaſions which the noble 
Duke was pleaſed to mention, what though they 
had landed ? What would have been the conſe- 
quence ? I hope, my Lords, it is not to be imagi- 
ned, notwithſtanding the contemptible ſtate to which 
our militia has been, by neglect, reduced, that this 
country is to be conquered by ſix or ſeven thouſand 
men, Even the late King Villian, though he 


had eſcaped the Engliſh fleet, where it is ſuppoſed 
he had a good many friends, though he had dou- 


ble 
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© ble that number of men, and though he got all his 
troops ſafely, and without oppoſition, landed upon 
the Engliſh ſhore z yet, my Lords, upon his ſeeing 
* ſo few come in to join him upon his firſt landing, 
© he was very near going off again. It is not an eaſy 
matter to bring about a revolution againſt an eſta- 
* bliſhed government; but it is ſtill much more 
difficult to come in as conquerors, and pretend to 
* ſubdue ſuch a powerful and populous country as 
* this is. And if the great King Villiam, who came 
to relieve us from ſlavery and oppreſſion, who 
brought along with him ſo great an army and ſo 
powerful a fleet; if he, I ſay, was fo doubtful of 
' ſucceſs upon his firſt landing, what have we to fear 
from any ſmall invaſion ? Surely from ſuch the 
© nation can never have any thing to fear, whatever 


* ſuch a government as that of King James was, 


may have to fear from ſuch ſmall invaſions, encou- 
* raged, called in and ſupported by the generality of 
* our people at home. This is a caſe which I hope 
never will again happen; it is a caſe againſt which 
we are not to provide; and for theſe reaſons I 
* ſhall be for agreeing to the reduction propoſed. 

* As to our armies not being obliged to obey any 
but legal orders, I do not know, my Lords, whe- 
© ther it be ſo or not; but, in my opinion, the no- 
© ble Duke has given us a good hint for an amend- 
ment to the bill; this word legal, ought certainly 
to be put in, and then, in caſe of any diſobedience 
' to ſuch orders, a council of war would certainly 


have it in their power, to examine firſt into the le- 


* gality of the orders given, as to which there may 
be ſome doubt, as the bill ſtands at preſent ; it may 
© be at leaſt alledged, that as the bill nowſtands, the 


© council of war would be obliged to paſs ſentence 
© agaiaſt the ſoldiers for mutiny, whatever they 
* might afterwards do with the officer who gave the 


* illegal orders,” 


Lord 
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Lord Carteret. © So many Lords have ſpoke ſo 
© well in favour of the reduction propoſed, and have 
© ſo fully anſwered all the objections made againſt 
< it, that I ſhould not have given your Lordſhips a- 
ny trouble on the preſent occaſion, if it had not 
been that I now find, that not only a ſtanding ar- 
my, but an army of the full number we have at pre. 
< ſent on foot, ſeems to be made a part of our con- 
* ſtitution : The old pretence of continuing the ſame 
number of regular forces for one year longer, ſeem; 
* now to be laid aſide: His Majeſty, in his ſpeech 
from the throne, told us, that the public tran- 
© quillity was now fo fully eſtabliſhed, that he had 
no other reaſon for calling us together, but only 
for the ordinary diſpatch of the public buſineſs ; 
* and muſt this, my Lords, be looked on as a part 


Jof the ordinary buſineſs of the year? Muſt the 


continuing of a ſtanding army of 18,000 men in 
© time of peace, be a part of that buſineſs which is 
* yearly to paſs of courſe in Parliament? It has been 
a long time continued from year to year; but if it 
© once comes to be an affair which is yearly to pal; 
© of courſe, wherein will it differ from thoſe ſtand- 
ing armies by which the liberties of other coun- 
© tries have been undone? 

A ſtanding army alone may not perhaps be ſuf- 
© ficient for bringing ſo great a misfortune upon a 
people; there muſt be other cauſes concurring : 
but it may be averred, that in all countries where 
© arbitrary power and abject ſlavery have been intro- 
© duced, the fatal change in the conſtitution has been 
Sowi 
ber of officers of the revenue, and a proſtitute cler. 
gy; and even theſe three concurring together muſt 
require ſome time before they can get the better of 
* the liberties of a brave people: The army muſt be 


* ſa long kept up, and modelled in ſuch a manner, 
© as to be entirely dependent on the crown; it is not] 
* to be ſuppoſed that the officers and ſoldiers of an] 

42 army, 
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* army, raiſed from among a free people, can be 
* immediately diveſted of all thoſe notions of liberty 
* with which they were endowed when they firſt liſt- 
* ed in the army; but if they have a brave and cun- 
ning commander, this may be done in a few years, 
* the generality of them may be ſoon made regard- 
* leſs of every thing, but the will and pleaſure of 
* him who can prefer them to a ſuperior command : 
* A large revenue and many officers, cannot be at 
* once eſtabliſhed upon a free people, this muſt be 
done by flow degrees, and requires many plauſi- 
ble pretences: And it is to be hoped, that the ho- 
* nour and virtue of the clergy would ſtand ſome lit- 
* tle ſhock, they could not at once be brought to 
that degree of proſtitution which is neceſſary for 
* the eſtabliſhment of arbitrary power. 

At preſent, my Lords, we may depend upon 


| © his Majeſty 3 we are convinced, that he will not 


attempt to incroach upon the liberties of his people; 
* we may likewiſe depend on it, that our preſent 
* army would not ſupport any ſuch meaſures, were 
they to be attempted ; his Majeſty has been fo 
good as to employ men as officers in the army, 
+ whoſe honour and integrity we may depend on, 
* but we are not ſure of having always a King ſo 
* wife and good, or an army of ſo much virtue and 
* honour ;z and under the beſt of Kings we ought to 
provide againſt the worſt, | 

I do not fay, my Lords, that we are now in any 
immediate danger of loſing our liberties, but I ſay, 
that we are getting into that way by which the li- 


berties of every country have been undone; we are 
eſtabliſning the cuſtom of keeping up a ſtanding 


* army in time of peace; we are every year increa- 
* ſing the number of the officers of the revenue, what 
vill the conſequence be? I tremble to think of it 
vue are not indeed under any danger while his pre- 


| © ſent Majeſty lives to reign over us: But will not 
© every ſucceeding King ſay, Why will you treat me 


« worſe 
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© worſe than my predeceſſor ? Why will you refuſe 
to grant me that number of regular forces, or that 


revenue which in the ſame circumſtances you gran. 


ted to my father? And we well know, my Lords, 


© how complaiſant Parliaments generally are in the 


beginning of a reign 3 they are generally more apt 
to increaſe both the revenue and the army of the 
crown, than they are to diminiſh either; and if au 
* ambitious Prince ſhould ſucceed to the crown, 
ſupported by ſuch a numerous ſtanding army, 2 
< what is now propoſed, ſo long kept up as to have 
formed themſelves into a different body from the 
people to whom they belong, and with ſuch 4 


. * croud of officers of the revenue as we have at pre. 


« ſent, all depending upon him, and removeable at 
* his pleaſure, what may he not do? 

© am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear it ſaid, that 
< ſtanding armies have had no hand in the overturn- 
ing the liberties of the ſeveral countries in Europe. 
It is true, that the moſt numerous army can be o 
no dangerous conſequence to the liberties af any 
country, as long as it depends upon a great many 
* heads; an army can never be of dangerous con- 
* ſequence, till it comes to be intirely dependent 
upon one man, and that it generally does when it 
is long kept up ; more eſpecially if any one man 
comes to get the whole power into his hands, both 
of paying the army, and of naming and preferring 
the ſeveral officers employed therein. Julius Czſar 
had too long a head not to be ſenſible of this, and 
therefore he procured himſelf to be ſent into Gaul 
© there he continued for ſeveral years, at the head of 
numerous conquering armies, and having got into 
his own hands both the power of paying and pre- 
« ferring in his army, he ſoon managed it ſo as to 
make them intirely obedient to him; then he com- 
© manded them to march againſt, and with them he 


Wa A © 


* 


conquered his country. If there had been no ſtand- 


ing armies on either (ide, the conſequence could not 


Shave 
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have been the ſame ; though a civil war had broke 
out, the armies newly raiſed by each ſide muſt 
have had a dependence upon a great many chiefs, 
and which ever ſide had got the victory, the chiefs 
would have taken care of the liberties of their 
country; they would have ſettled them upon the 
ancient foundation, or upon a better, if any better 
© could have been contrived. 

In Spain, it was likewiſe by ſuch an army that 
their liberties were deſtroyed ; the inquiſition, it 
is true, was ſet up much about the ſame time, and 
in all countries an inquiſition of ſome kind or 
another generally accompanies arbitrary power; 


* there may be courts of inquiſition, with regard to 


civil affairs, as well as religious, and all inquiſitions 
* are at firſt eſtabliſhed upon ſome plauſible pre- 
© tence: The baniſhing of the Moors and Jetos out 
* of his kingdoms, was the pretence made uſe of by 
Ferdinand then King of Spain, but the extending 
of his own power, was the latent and the chief rea- 
* ſon. The inquiſition was not, however, the chief 
* cauſe of the loſs of the Spaniſb liberties, it was only 
* a conſequence z for before the ſetting up thereof, 
* he had got the abſolute command of a great army, 
* which had been kept up for ſeveral years, under 
© pretence of their war with Portugal, whoſe then 
King laid pretenſions to the crown of Spain; and 
© by keeping his country in continual wars, he found 
* pretences to keep up a great ſtanding army, with 
* which, it is true, he conquered and baniſhed the 
Moors, but he therewith likewiſe conquered the li- 


| © berties of his country; and the chains of the people 


* were ſoon after riveted by a Prieſt, a cardinal prime 
© miniſter, who compleated the cruel work, which 
Ferdinand by his army had ſo ſucceſsfully begun. 
In France too, my Lords, it was by ſtanding ar- 
mies chiefly that their liberties were undone ; it 
* was not, indeed, by armies modelled as they have 
been at preſent, but it was by altering the ancient 


mi- 
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* military force of the kingdom that their liberties 
< were deſtroyed ; it was by their King's taking the 
© army à ſa ſolde, as they call it: for anciently the 
> © military force of that Kingdom depended chiefly 
upon the nobility or great princes ; their armie; 
* were compoſed of the troops ſent to the genera] 
© rendezvous, by the ſeveral princes of the kingdom, 
* who generally paid their reſpective troops; or if 
at any time they had them maintained at the pub- 
lic charge, yet each prince retained: in his own 
hands, the-naming and preferring the officers em. 
* ployed'in his troops, and therefore no one man 
could ever procure to himſelf an abſolute command 
© over the armies of that kingdom; but at laſt this 
< laudable cuſtom was laid aſide, the King got into 
his own hands the whole power of raiſing and pay. 
< ing the armies to be employed for the defence of 
© the kingdom; and though for ſome time after he 
had no money for that purpoſe, but what was gi. 
ven him by the ſtates of France, yet we may really 
© look upon this change as the beginning of the 
French flavery. However, for a long time after 
this, the Kings of France could never prevail with 
their ſtates ro provide him with money for conti. 
nually keeping up a numerous ſtanding army; 
their armies were raiſed only when they had occa- 
ſion for them, and as ſoon as the danger was over 
their armies were diſmiſſed z and yet, my Lords, 
they had, for ſome part of that time, a Pretender 
to their crown; our Edward the ITId then claimed 
to be King of France, and he, my Lords, was 4 
very terrible Pretender: yet even by that immi- 
nent danger they were then expoſed to, they could 
not be induced to keep up a ſtanding army; they 
never had any thing but militia, or troops raiſed as 
occaſion required, and with theſe they at laſt ba- 
* niſhed the Engliſb quite out of their kingdom. 
© But as ſoon as the Kings of France got thus free 
of an enemy, within the bowels of their * 
a *** 


VVV 


A, 1733- 


DEBATES. 


© they thereafter took occaſion of every foreign wat 
that happened, to incroach a little farther upon 
© the liberties of their ſubjects, to multiply taxes 
and tax-gatherers upon them, and to get the ar- 
mies of the kingdom more and more under their 
« command: In all which they ſucceeded beyond 
© expeCtation, by a moſt ſtupid indolence that then 
© reigned among the nobility of France; and yet 
that nation ſtill retained ſome remains of liberty, 
« till a Prieſt, cardinal Richlieu by name, gave 
© their liberties the laſt ſtab. He indeed was a great 
* miniſter, and a great politician z though he op- 
« prefſed the ſubject at home, yet he not only ſup- 
© ported, but raiſed the grandeur of the nation a- 
broad; he committed no blunders in his admini- 
« ſtration, nor did he ſubmit to any foreign power, 
© in the treaties or negotiations he had with them; 
and we may remember, that in his political teſta- 
© ment he left it as 2 maxim, that the King ought 
© never to part with any tax he has once got eſta- 
« bliſhed, even though he has no uſe for the money, 
© becauſe by giving up the tax, he loſes the officers 
that are employed in the collecting thereof. 

* This great prime miniſter was ſucceeded by 
© another Pricſt, a foreign Prieſt, who had all his 
bad qualities, but none of his good; ſo that by 
© his miſconduct France was ſoon involved in a civil 
* war, and it is faid, that one of the greateſt men 
of France at that time, and one of the greateſt ge- 
« nerals of the age he liv'd in, told the Queen 
* regent, that ſhe had a fellow at the head of her af- 
fairs, who for his crimes deſerved to be tugging at 
© the oar in one of her gallies, But the arbitrary 


433 


power of the King of France, had by his predeceſ- 


« ſor been ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that it could not be 
© ſhaken, even by the many blunders he was guilty 
© of; the nation, however, was not yet rendered” ſo 
tame, but that it was a long while before they 
* would quietly ſubmit to that cardinal's adminiſtra- 

Vol. X. tion; 
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tion; and we muſt allow, that even but lately there 
© has a noble ſpirit of liberty broke forth in that 
country, ſuch a ſpirit of liberty, my Lords, as 
might probably reinſtate the people in the full en. 
joyment of their former liberties and privileges, if 
© it were not for the great ſtanding army now kept 
up in that country. 

© In Denmark, my Lords, it was their nobles that 
© were the occaſion of the loſs of their liberties ; they 
© had, for ſome time, thrown the whole weight and 
© charge of the government off of themſelves, and 
© had laid it on the necks of the commons; the 
© whole expence of the public they had for ſome 
time raiſed by taxes, which fell chiefly upon the 
© poor people, and to which they contributed but: 
« trifle 3 and the commons being quite tired out with 
© theſe oppreſſions and unjuſt exactions, reſolved at 
© Jaſt to put the whole power into the hands of their 
« ſovereign : ſo that while the nobles were fitting, 
© and contriving ways and means how to load the 
poor tradeſmen and manufacturers with ſuch tax Wl , | 
© as did not much affect them, they were ſent for to 
© the caſtle, and there were obliged to join in that 
© deed, by which an abſolute power was put into the. 
© hands of the King, who could not make a work T 
© uſe of it than they had done: This was the me. 
© thod by which arbitrary power was eſtabliſhed in 
Denmark, but it has ever ſince been ſupported only 
by a ſtanding army. 

In Sweden, my Lords, their liberties were not 


their army; in this laſt change, my Lords, that 
country had the good luck to be moſt fingulariy 

© happy, but how was that moſt ſtrange and extra- 

* ordinary turn of their affairs brought about? I have iſ . 
«* ſome reaſon to know it, becauſe I was in that king. 
dom when it happened. The late King of Sweden, , | 
* my Lords, is — to have been the darling. 


5 both of his nobles and commons, he was ſo . — 
© the 
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the darling of the whole Swediſb nation, that almoſt 
6 every man in it was at all times ready to facrifice 
both his life and his fortune in his ſervice, and there- 
fore he had no occaſion to model his army for any 
bad purpoſe; he had employed none as officers in 
chis army, but the nobility and quality of the king- 
dom, or ſuch whoſe merit and ſervices fully intitled 
them to whatever preferment they were honoured 
with by him. His prime miniſter, however, got 
{at Jaſt too great an aſcendant over him; Baron 
« Gortz, I mean, my Lords, who was a man of no 
high birth, nor any ſuper- eminent qualities; yet 
© by his cunning he got ſuch a power over his maſter, 
that nothing was done without him, no poſt, civil 
* or military, was beſtowed but according to his di- 
* rection 3 the men of the beſt quality in the king- 
dom, the greateſt generals in the army, were ob- 
© liged to ſubmit, and to ſue to him even for that 
* which they were juſtly intitled to; if they ſhewed 
him the leaſt neglect, they immediately loſt all in- 
* tereſt about the King; if any one of them diſob- 
* liged the firſt miniſter, he might perhaps be allow- 
© ed to keep his poſt in the army, he was made uſe 
© of when they had occaſion for his venturing his life 
for them, but from the moment he diſobliged the 
King's prime miniſter, he loſt his intereſt with re- 
* ſpect to the army, he could not ſo much as make 
© 2 ſubaltern officer; on the contrary, his recom- 
* mendation was a ſure bar to any man's prefer- 
* ment, 

The nobility, the generals, all the chief men in 


| © the army, were ſenſible of this ſlavery they lay un- 


© der, and were reſolved to free themſelves therefrom 
* if poſſible z but their government was then abſo- 
* Jute, there was no way of coming at relief, but by 
making their King ſenſible of the diſcredit that ac- 
* crued to him, by allowing himſelf tobe ſo much un- 
* der the management of any one man : They knew 
their King to be a man of judgment and penetra- 

Ff 2 tion, 
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tion, and therefore a great number of them reſolved 
at laſt upon venturing to preſent a memorial to 
him upon the head. This memorial, my Lords, 
was actually drawn up and ſigned, and was ready 
to have been preſented, when that brave King waz 
killed by a random ſhot from Frederickſadt, 
which he was then beſieging. 

© If the King had lived to have received this me. 
morial, we cannot judge what might have been 
the conſequence; notwithſtanding of its being 
ſigned by ſo many of the nobility and chief com- 
manders, notwithſtanding of the King's judgment 
and penetration, his affection for his miniſter 
might have got the better of the reſpect he owed 
to ſuch a number of his nobility and generals; and 
if ſo, as he was a moſt abſolute Prince, the me: 
morial would have been deemed to be a ſeditious 
and a treaſonable libel, and fome of them would 


certainly have paid with their heads for their pre- 


ſumption ; but the King's death rid them of this 
danger, and the prime miniſter, who had done {6 
many ill things, was immediately ſeized, tried, con- 
demned and cxecuted under the gallows. 

* By this piece of public juſtice, the nobles and 
the generals of the army, whom he had principal- 
ly offended, were ſatisfied, they did not deſire to 
purſue their vengeance farther than the grave; but, 
my Lords, the clergy of that kingdom, thoſe men 
who but a few weeks before were his moſt humble 
ſlaves, thoſe men who would have deified him, it 


the chriſtian religion had not ſtood in their way, 


they had a mind to ſhew a ſuperior degree of zeal, 


they petitioned in a body, that his corps might 


be buried under the galiows. 


By the King's death the flaviſh dependance of 


the army was at an end, there was then no one 


man who could pretend to any abſolute ſway over 
the army, and as it was generally commanded by 


the nobles of the kingdom, who had it freſh in 
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their memories, what inconveniencies both they 
and the whole nation had been ſubjected to, by the 
* abſolute and uncontroulable will of their former 
King; as there was no one of them that could 
have any hopes of ſucceeding to his arbitrar 
© power, therefore they all reſolved to put both the 
* government of the kingdom, and the command of 
the army, upon a new and a very different footing. 
* As to the government of the kingdom, they eſta- 
* bliſhed a limited monarchy, and finding that they 
* muſt neceſſarily keep up a ſtanding army to de- 
fend their large frontiers, they therefore reſolved, 
* in order that the army might not be intirely de- 
* pendent on the crown, that for the future the offi- 
* cers thereof ſhould have their ſeveral commiſſions 
* Quam diu ſe bene geſſerit. Which regulation, a 
* nobleman of that country told me, they took from 
the regulation we have in EV laud, with reſpect 
* to our judges. 

© It is, my Lords a wiſe and a neceſſary regula- 
tion; it is a regulation that ought in every coun- 
* try to prevail, wherever a ſtanding army makes 
* a part of their conſtitution : In all ſuch countries 
* the officers commiſſions ought certainly to be Quam 
diu ſe bene geſſerit, and preterments ought to go in 
* courſe, according to ſeniority, ſome few caſes ex- 
* cepted ; for it is hard that a gentleman, who has 
nothing but his commiſſion to depend on for his 
daily bread, ſhould be obliged either to forfeit his 
* commiſſion, or his hopes of preferment in the ar- 


my, or otherwiſe to do what he knows to be in- 
| © conſiſtent with the laws and liberties of his coun» 


c tr 94 
1 hope, my Lords, that a ſtanding army ſhall 
never come to be a part of our conſtitution; but if 
© ever it does, I will ſay, that without ſuch a regu- 
© lation, as I have mentioned, we ſhall then have no- 
thing to depend on for the preſervation of our liver» 
& * tics, 
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ties, but the honour of the army, the integrity of 
the clergy, and the vigilance of the Lords. 

From what I have ſaid, my Lords, it is appa- 
© rent, that a numerous ſtanding, army muſt always 
© be of dangerous conſequence to the conſtitution of 
© this country; and I leave it to every man to judge, 
< whether we ought to expoſe our conſtitution to ſuch 
© a danger, for the pretended apprehenſions of any 
« inſurreEtion at home, or of any invaſion from a- 
© broad ? As to inſurrections at home, we are in no 
© danger of any ſuch, as long as his Majeſty reigns 
© in the hearts and affections of the generality of hiz 
ſubjects; and as to invaſions from abroad, I think 
© the little ſucceſs the many deſigned invaſions, men- 
© tioned by the noble Duke, have met with, 1s an 
unanſwerable argument for ſhewing us, that we 
© ought not to be under great apprehenſions of any 
«* ſuch in time to come; and that we ought not to 
« ſubject ourſelves to any thing that may be in the 
© leaſt dangerous to our conſtitution, for the fake of a 
danger, which experience has ſhewn to be ſo very 
© inconſiderable. 

If we ſhould ever be threatened with a formida- 
© ble invaſion, we ſhould have time to increaſe our 
* army to any number we pleaſed, we ſhould even 
© have time to diſcipline that army before we could 
© be attacked by any great force; and thereby we 
© ſhould be in a condition to defend ourſelves at land, 
© if our enemies ſhould have the good luck to eſcape 
© our fleets at ſea: And as to anv ſmall and unfore- 
© ſeen invaſion, if ever any ſuch ſhould be intended 


© againſt us, they may probably meet with the ſame Þ 


© fate that the former have done; but if they ſhould 
© meet with better luck, if they ſhould come ſafe to 
© land, they could not bring above five or ſix thou- 
* ſand men, our fleets ou prevent their being re- 


© inforced ; and ſurely an army of 12,000 men in 
© Great Britain, and another of equal number y 1 
© [ax , 
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* land, would be ſufficient to give a good account of 
any ſuch contemptible invaders, 

© It is not now, my Lords, propoſed to diſband 
* our army intirely; it is not propoſed to throw out 
the bill now before us; we are for keeping up as 
* great a number as may be neceſſary, for preſerving 
the peace and quiet of the kingdom, but we are 
* againſt keeping up ſuch a number as may be dan- 
* gerous to our conſtitution, Though the Lords who 
were laſt year for a reduction, voted againſt the 
* paſſing of the then mutiny bill, it is not from thence 
* to be concluded, that they were againſt any mu- 
tiny bill, or any number of regular forces; they 
* were againſt the whole bill, as it then ſtood, but 
if that bill had been thrown out, another might 
have been brought in according to their liking, and 
* that new bill would then have been unanimouſly 
agreed to. 


139 


Earl of Lay. Whatever ſome Lords may be x: of 


: ay 
* pleaſed to ſay about an army, continued from year; — 


* to year by Parliament, there is certainly a very 
great difference, my Lords, between ſuch an army 


and an army continued at the ſole pleaſure af the 


* crown. It has, I think, been granted on all hands, 
© that while our army is commanded by ſuch officers 
© a$ it is at preſent, while men of fortune and figure 
have the command of the army, our liberties are ſe- 
cure; but it is ſaid, that theſe officers may be turn» 
ed out, this army may be ſo model'd and garbled 
© as to be made fit for any bad purpoſe : This, my 
© Lords, I ſhall eaſily grant might be done, if our 
army were to be eſtabliſhed for any number of 
© years 3 if it were to be continued at the ſole pleaſure 
of the crown, an ambitious Prince might be able to 
© model it ſo as to make it ſubſervient to his arbitrary 
© views: but while it is continued only from year to 
© year, by Parliament, this is impoſſible to be done. It 


is nocaly matter to model an army, ſo as to make 
Fi 4 « it 
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it fit for ſuch purpoſes ; we know how difficult it is 
* to know the private ſentiments of men's hearts z in 
* ſuch caſes men often conceal their real inclinations, 
under the cloak of a feigned zeal for the direct con- 
* trary opinion, which would make it very difficult 
for a government, that had any deſigns againſt the 
© liberties of the people, to know what officers were 
to be turned out, or who were proper to be conti- 
* nued, or to be put in the room of thoſe turned 
out. It would be impoſſible toaccompliſh this in a 
© year's time, and if any ſuch practices were begun, 
if any ſteps ſhould be made towards modelling the 
* army for a bad purpoſe, the Parliament, at their next 
* meeting, would molt certainly take notice of it, 
* and would apply a proper remedy before it could 
* be poſſible for any Prince or adminiſtration to 
make the wound incurable z and therefore, my 
Lords, I muſt ſtill be of opinion, that our army, 
* while it is continued from year to year by Parlia- 
ment, cannot be of the leaſt ill 3 to our 
© conſtitution, were it much more numerous than 
* what is now propoſed. 

On the other hand, my Lords, the danger of 
© reducing any part of our army is very great: We 
© know that ſuch reductions have often been attend- 
ed with deſigned invaſions or inſurrections againſt 
the government; this is a danger we know by ex- 
© perience, and therefore, in common prudence, we 
© ought not to come into any meaſure by which our 
© country may be again expoſed to ſuch a danger. 
It is probable that none of thoſe invaſions, latel 
intended againſt us, would have been ſucceſsful, 
* tho? they had got ſafe aſhore; I hope no ſugh ever 
will; but every one of them, if they had landed, 
* would have thrown the nation into terrible convul- 
* ſions. Is then, my Lords, the peace and quiet of our 
* country of no conſideration ? Shall we expoſe our 
country to frequent alarms and confuſions, for the 
b ſake of avoiding an imaginary danger, a fear 

; * which 
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* which can have no foundation, as long as our 
* army is continued only from year to year by Par- 
* liament ? 
We know, my Lords, that there is a party in 
the nation diſaffected to the government, there al- 
was will, I am afraid, be ſuch a party; and they, 
or at leaſt, a great many of them, will always join 
any invaſion that can be made upon us : Even out 
of charity to them we ought not to afford them any 
hopes of ſucceſs, by diſbanding part of our army; 
* while they have no hopes of ſucceſs, they may grum- 
ble a little in private, but they will never venture 
* to rebel openly againſt the government, and while 
they continue in a peaceable ſtate, they may live 
eaſily as ſubjects, they will at leaſt preſerve their 
lives and eſtates from being forfeited by the law; 
whereas if we reduce our army, it will encourage 
foreigners to invade us, it will encourage the diſ- 
affected to rebel againſt the government, the na- 
* tion will never be free from alarms, and we muſt 
| be every now and then executing, or at leaſt for- 


* feiting ſome of our countrymen, perhaps ſome of 
1 * our relations.“ 
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Earl of Briſtol, * My Lords, I have often heard 


, © the preſent argument debated in Parliament; Lac 
a vas one of thoſe who were the cauſe of the army's esch. 
being reduced ſo low after the peace of Ryſwick, 


r perhaps I repented of what I did at that time, be- 
s cauſe of the turn that the affairs of Europe took 
ſoon after: But I am fully convinced, I never ſhall 
© have occaſion to repent of being for the reduction 
© now propoſed. For my part, my Lords, I cannot 
but ſay, that the queſtion now before us, puts me 
© in mind of what happened to a farm-houte of mine 
© in the country: The wall of the houſe upon one 
« ſide had failed, and the houſe had ſunk a little; 
yet it might have ſtood for many years without 
any neceſſity of pulling it quite down in order to be 

« rebuilt, 
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© rebuilt, for which reaſon, I believe, I ſhould have 
© then contented myſelf with repairing it a little, and 
adding ſome buttereſſes to that wall which had 
failed; but ſome workmen perſuaded me, that 
they could raiſe it up, and repair the wall without 
© pulling the houſe down, and I being prevailed on, 
© to work they went; but in planting poſts and other 
engines to raiſe up that fide which had ſunk, I do 
© not know how, whether by deſign or by the un- 
« ſkilfulneſs of the workmen, they raiſed the houſe 
©ſo high on that fide, that they tumbled it quite 
© over, | 


At laſt the queſtion was put upon the Earl of Ox- 
ford's motion for the inſtruction to the committee, 
which upon a diviſion was carried in the negative. 


And on the Thurſday thereafter, the bill was paſ- 
ſed, whereupon the following proteſt was entered, 


VIZ, 
Die Jovis, 8* Martii, 1732. 


Hodie 34 Vice lecta eſt Billa, 

Intitled, An act for puniſbing mutiny and deſertion, 
and for the better payment of the army and their 
quarters. 


After debate, 
The queſtion was put, whether the bill ſhall paſs, 


It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 


F. R the reaſons entered on the journal laſt ſeſ- 
ſion, againſt the number of men, then and now 
to be eſtabliſhed, which reaſons we refer to, and think 

the 
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0 the circumſtances of time now, do by no means leſ. 

d ſen the force of them. 

d 

it Bruce, Strafford, Northampton, 

it Mon joy, Litchfield, Coventry, 

, Bathurſt, Briſtol, Oxford and Mortimer, 

r Foley, Maſpam, 

0 Berkſhire, Gower, 

E 

ſe Above, we gave an account of the reſolutions the peguen a. 

e houſe of Commons had come to, in relation to the gin the 
ſugar colony affair, and of a bill's having been or- Hl. * 
dered to be brought in purſuant to thoſe reſolutions: 


(= That bill was accordingly brought in, and on the 
A 8th day of March, Sir Fobn Barnard opened to the 
houſe a petition of Richard Partridge, agent for the 
colony of Rhode- Iſland, and Providence plantations 
. in America, againſt the ſaid bill, and moved for 
4, leave to bring it up; in which he was ſeconded by 
Mr. Alderman Perry; whereupon there enſued a de- 
bate, in which the following gentlemen ſpoke in 
ſubſtance, or to the effect as follows, viz. 


Sir Willam Yonge firſt ſtood up, and ſaid, Sir, Sir withon 
7 * the petition which the honourable member over- 7's 
ir * the-way has now in his hand, is, I find, a petition 
© praying for leave to be heard againſt a bill now 
depending in this houſe, by which ſome certain du- 
© ties are to be laid on ſeveral commodities men- 
8. © tioned in the bill. I believe, Sir, it has been the 
* conſtant uſage of this houſe for many years, to re- 
* ceive no petitions againſt duties to be laid on; but 
© as there are none who underſtand better than you, 
© Sir, the practice of the houſe in ſuch caſes, there- 
© fore I ſhall in this ſubmit intirely to your determi- 
ſ- © nation, and hope you will give us your opinion 
W © thereupon, However, Sir, I muſt take notice of 
k another thing which I obſerve in the petition, as it 
* © has been opened by the honourable rs 
o 
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They therein tell us, that as to the bill now de- 
pending before us, they apprehend it to be againſt 
their charter. This, I muſt ſay, is ſomething 
very extraordinary, and in my opinion looks 
mighty like aiming at an independency, and diſ- 
claiming the authority and juriſdiction of this 
houſe, as if this houſe had not a power to tax them, 
or to make any laws for the regulating of the affairs 
of their colony; therefore, Sir, if there were no 
other reaſon for our not receiving their petition, ! 
ſhould on this ſingle account be againſt giving 
leave to bring it up. 


* 


Lord recen - Lord Tyrconnel, Sir, I cannot agree with the 
A ſpeech. £ honourable member who ſpoke laſt, for I ſhall 


Mr. W:n- 
ni ngton's 


ſpcech, 


never give my vote for rejecting a petition before 
I know what is in it; and this I cannot know till 
I hear it read. The queſtion now before us, is 
not, Whether the deſire of the petition ſhall be 
© granted or no? After the petition is brought up 
and read to the houſe, we may then judge whether 
the deſire thereof be reaſonable or no, and may 
* accordingly grant or refuſe it; but the refuſing to 
* have the petition brought up and read to the houſe, 
ſeems really to be a determining the deſire of the 
« petition to be unreaſonable, before we know what 
dit is; and therefore, Sir, I ſhall be for having it 
brought up. 


Thomas Winnington Eſq; Sir, I ſtand up to 

* ſpeak to order and to the method of proceeding in 
this houſe ; it has been a cuſtom always obſerved 
in this houſe, not to receive any petitions againſt 
* thoſe bills which were brought in for the laying 
© on of any new duties: I do not indeed ſay but that 
there may be ſome inſtances to the contrary, but I 
* am ſure they are very rare, and never happened 
but upon ſome very extraordinary occaſion ; for if 
* we were to receive all ſuch petitions, there * 
| be 
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; © tioners pretending, that the bill now before us is a- 
: « oainſt their charter; I hope, Sir, they have no 
8 charter which debars this houſe from taxing them 
I © as well as any of the other ſubjects of this nation; 
© Iam ſure they can have no ſuch charter: but if it 
J were poſlible, if they really had ſuch a charter, 
they could not ſay that the bill now before us was 
K any infringement of it, becauſe the tax to be there- 
Il by laid on, is no tax upon them, it is a tax 
bo © which is to be laid upon the French only ; and 
11 « ſhall this houſe, Sir, receive any petitions, or 
* © hear any reaſons that can be offered, for not tax- 
* ing the French; more eſpecially when the tax to 
: © be laid upon them, will moſt evidently tend to 
- © the encouragement of our own ſugar colonies? I 
: © hope, Sir, no ſuch petition will ever ſo much as 
4 be allowed to be brought up or preſented to this 
. © houle.” 
-n Sir Fob Barnard. * Sir, the petitioners do not gr n= 
* pretend to ſay that the bill now depending is a- Be. 
| © oainſt their charter, nor did I ſay any ſuch thing © 
* when I opened the petition to this houſe ; at leaſt 
to if I did, I am ſure I did injuſtice to the petition, 
in |} © for the words of it are, That they humbly conceive 
＋ « that the bill now depending, if paſſed into a law, 
aſt « would be highly prejudicial to their charter, But, Sir, 
* » am really ſurpriſed at the method of reaſoning 
h — made uſe of by the two honourable gentlemen who 
n || © have appeared againſt the bringing up of this pe- 
ned | © fition: One of the honourable gentlemen ſays, that 
rif | © ee petitioners are aiming at an independency, and 
uld 5 77 
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© be ſuch multitudes of them againſt every ſuch bill, 
that the nation might be undone for want of an 
immediate ſupply for the public uſe, while we were 
« ſitting to hear frivolous petitions againſt thoſe bills 
brought in for granting that ſupply. The honou- 
© rable gentleman near me took notice of the peti- 
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are diſowning the authority of this houſe. This, 
Sir, in the preſent caſe ſeems to be a very odd al. 
ſertion; is not their applying by petition to this 
houſe, as direct an acknowledgment of the autho- 
rity of this houſe, as can be made by men? The 
other gentleman ſays, that the bill now before us 
is a bill for taxing the French only; this ſeems to 
be as odd an aſſertion as the other; does the gen- 
tleman imagine that the tax paid in this iſland upon 
French wine, 1s a tax upon the French? Does not 
every body know, that the whole of it is paid by 
the conſumers here? It is fo far from being a tax 
upon the French, that they have conſiderably rai- 
ſed the price of their wines ſince the high duties 
were laid on them here, As to the matter of 
form, Sir, I do not pretend to be a great maſter 
of it; but ſince I have had the honour to fit in 
Parliament, I remember that ſeveral petitions have 
been received againſt duties to be laid on: How- 
ever, granting that it were a conſtant and perpe- 
tual > not to receive petitions againſt ſuch du- 
ties, yet certainly that rule could relate only to 
thoſe duties which were to be laid on for raiſing 
money for the current ſervice of the public, it 
could not be preſumed to relate to thoſe duties 
which were to be laid on for the regulation of 
trade only; and this laſt is the caſe now before us. 
The duties to be laid on by this bill, are ſo far 
from being duties for the ſupply of the govern- 
ment, that I do not believe that even thoſe gen- 
tlemen who appear ſo fond of the duties to be laid 
on by it, ſo much as expect or wiſh that any mo- 
ney ſhall be thereby raiſed for the uſe of the pub- 
licz the bill is not intended for any ſuch end ; it 
is rather in the nature of a prohibition, and it was 
never pretended that no petitions were ever to be 
received againſt a bill for prohibiting any ſort of 
commerce. 
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„It may be the caſe, that this houſe has ſome- 
times refuſed to receive petitions from ſome parts 
of Britain againſt duties to be laid on; but this 
can be no reaſon why the petition I have now in 
my hand, ſhould be rejected: The people in every 
part of Great Britain have a repreſentative in this 
houſe, who is to take care of their particular inte- 
reſt, as well as of the general intereſt of the na- 
tion; and they may, by means of their repreſen- 
tatives in the houſe, offer what reaſons they think 
proper againſt any duties to be laid on; but the 
people who are the petitioners in the petition I 
have now in my hand, have no particular repre- 
ſentatives in this houſe, and therefore they have no 
other way of applying, or of offering their reaſons 
to this houſe, but in the way of being heard at the 
bar of the houſe by their agent here in England : 
therefore if that general rule of not receiving pe- 
titions againſt duties to be laid on, be ever to be 
receded from, the caſe now before us ought to be 
an exception to the general rule. 


John Conduit Eſq; Sir, I apprehend it has al- Mr. Cor- 
ways been the cuſtom of this houſe, I am ſure it 


has been the cuſtom ever ſince the revolution, to 
refuſe receiving petitions againſt duties to be laid 
on, and that without any diſtinction, whether the 
duties were to be laid on for the raiſing of money, 
or for the regulation of trade : As our colonies are 
all a part of the people of Great Britain, they are 
generally repreſented in this houſe as well as the 
reſt of the people are; and in all the reſolutions 
of this houſe, a due regard will certainly be had 
to the particular intereſt of every one of them, 
in ſo far as it is conſiſtent with the general intereſt 
of the whole, for which reaſon I can ſee no occa- 


© fion for making an exception as to them; and 
therefore I cannot but be of the ſame opinion with 


« thoſe 
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© thoſe gentlemen, who are for refuſing their conſent 
to the bringing up of this bill. As for the duties 
© on wine mentioned by the honourable gentleman 
© who ſpoke laſt, though they are paid by the con- 
© ſumers here, yet they may be looked on as a tax 
upon the French; for if it were not for thoſe duties, 
* a much greater quantity of their wines would be 
< conſumed here than there is at preſent, and con. 
* ſequently they would thereby draw a much larger 
< ſum of money out of this nation than they now 
do; and as to the advance of the original price of 
their wines, there are a great many other cauſes it 
* may be owing to, but it never can be owing to 
© the diminution of the quantity conſumed.” 


William Pulteney Eſq; I do not pretend, Sir, to 


rey s ſpeech. © be a maſter of form, but I believe there may be 


* many precedents found for juſtifying the houſe in 
receiving the petition now offered to us. I very 
well know, Sir, how great a maſter you are of the 
forms and methods of proceeding in this houſe, 
< and therefore I ſhall always be as ready as any 
« gentleman in the houſe to ſubmit to your opinion 
* when any ſuch queſtion ariſes ; but I cannot think, 
Sir, that any of your friends would deſire you to 
give your opinion thus upon a ſurpriſe, in a matter 
© which ſeems to be ſo much conteſted, nor do! 


believe that you would be ready to comply with 


any ſuch unreaſonable deſire z if you ſhould once 
give your opinion in any ſuch diſpute, I ſhould be 
© afraid afterwards to inſpect the journals of the 
© houſe, leſt they ſhould be found to contradict the 
opinion you had given: But if we are to ſearch for 
« precedents, I am ſure that as to the preſent calc, 
there will be no occaſion for going any farther 
© back than the revolution: Before that time, I be- 
* lieve, we can find few or no precedents any way 
relating to the queſtion now in hand, becauſe Par- 
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liaments were not then ſo frequent, and taxes very 
rare. Let any gentleman but look into the ſtatute- 
books lying upon our table, he will there ſee to 
what a vaſt bulk, to what a number of volumes 
our ſtatutes relating to taxes have ſwelled ſince the 
revolution, and how thin, how few the volumes 
are that contain all the ſtatutes relating to taxes 
that ever were made before that time, It is mon- 
ſtrous, it is even frightful to look into the indexes, 
where for ſeveral columns together we fee nothing 
but taxes, taxes, taxes | It is true, Sir, when gen- 
tlemen reflect on the many bleſſings we thereby 
enjoy, when they conſider the many advantages 
we reaped by the revolution, they will think that 
we could not pay too dear for ſo happy a turn in 
our a fairs. 

As to the queſtion now before us, I cannot ſee 
why it ſhould be ſo much debated, I cannot ſee 
why the receiving of this petition ſhould be ſo 
much oppoſed, unleſs it be that the rejecting of this 
petition is to be made uſe of as a precedent for re- 
ceiving no petitions againſt a certain ſcheme which 
we expect loon to be laid before us: This, I am 
afraid, is really the caſe, for then gentlemen who 
are not much maſters of form, gentlemen who are 
but little converſant in the journals of the houſe, 


may quote a precedent of but a few days ſtanding 


for not receiving any petitions that may be offer- 
ed againſt that ſcheme; I do not indeed know 
whether there will be any ſuch petitions, but if I 
may judge by the ſpirit which has already appear- 
ed in the nation, I can make no doubt but that pe- 


titions will be ſent up from all parts of the coun- 


try againſt that ſcheme.” 


Sir Thomas Afton, * Sir, As to the point of form Sir T 


which is now the ſubject of debate, I cannot ven- 
re to give my opinion thereon 3 but I am ſur- 
Vor. A. G g priſed 
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© priſed that the honourable gentleman ſhould have 
any apprehenſions of our refuſing to receive any 
« petitions that may be offered againſt the ſcheme 
© he hinted at: For whatever objection there may 
© be againſt the houſe's receiving any petitions that 
are offered againſt duties to be laid on, there can- 
not ſurely be any objection againſt our receiving 
« petitions that may be offered againſt a new and a 
dangerous method of collecting duties already 
laid on.“ 


1 Samuel Sandys Eſq; Sir, Since gentlemen ſeem 


© ſo much to differ as to the point of form, I ſhall 
< move that a committee may be appointed to ſearch 
© precedents in relation to the receiving or not re- 
© ceiving petitions againſt the impoſing of duties; 
© for as ſome gentlemen have affirmed it to have 
© been the conſtant uſage of this houſe ever ſince 
© the revolution, to reject all ſuch petitions, I muſt 
© take the liberty to affirm the fact to have been 
© otherwiſe; and it is fo far otherwiſe, that if my mo- 
tion be agreed to, I believe more precedents will 
© be found for receiving, than for rejecting of ſuch 
« petitions, 


This motion was ſeconded by George Heathcote 
Eſq; and thereupon Sir John Barnard deſired to 
withdraw the motion he had made; but that being 
oppoſed, and ſome debate ariſing as to that point, 
Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe of its being their 
conſtant rule, that when any motion is once made 
and ſeconded, the queſtion, if inſiſted on, muſt be 
Put upon the motion; it could not be withdrawn 
without the leave of the houſe : whereupon the pre- 
vious queſtion was moved for, and of courſe put, 
which was carried in the affirmative 140 to 112. 
Then the queſtion was put for bringing up the peti- 
tion, which pafſed in the negative; and laſtly, the 
—_— : queſtion 
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queſtion was put for ſearching precedents, which 
likewiſe paſſed in the negative. Beſides the above- 
mentioned ſpeakers, Sir William Wyndham, and Phi- 
lip Gybbon Eſq; ſpoke for bringing up the petition z 
and Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Colonel 
Bladen ſpoke againſt it. 
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The next day the houſe of Commons, according Puts — 
to order, went into a committee to conſider of me- Ast 
thods for encouraging the manufacture and export 
of home-made ſpirits, when Horace Walpole Eſa; 
ſpoke to the effect as follows, viz. 


Sir, As we are now in a committee for encou- + eat 

' raging home-made ſpirits, it may not be improper** . 

for us to take into our conſideration the duties 

© payable on French brandies and other foreign ſpi- 

* rits: As the laws now ſtand, the duties payable 

* upon French brandies amount in the whole to 

* about 6 5, and 5 4. per gallon, which has always 

been looked on rather as a prohibition than as a 

duty to be fairly and honeſtly paid either by the 

© importer or conſumer z and indeed it has in fact: 

© been always found to be lo, for few or none have 

* ever paid that duty; thoſe brandies have always 

been ſmuggled and ſtole in upon us, notwithſtand- 

ing all the methods we could ever take to prevent 

it 3 or they have made ufe of an artifice to evade 

the laws, which is this: As the laws ſtand at pre- 

' ſent, the duties payable upon Hlemiſb brandies a- 

mount in the whole but to 4 s. per gallon, and as it 

is not poſſible to diſtinguiſh Femiſb brandies from 

* French brandies, therefore great quantities of 

* French brandies were carried firſt to Rotterdam, and 

from thence imported upon us as Flemiſh brandies 

* after that they were carried to Oftend, and from 

* thence imported as Flemiſb; and now for tome years 

* paſt, they have been carried to Dunkirk, and from 
G g 2 thence 
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thence brought to the ſeveral ports of Britain, and 
entered as Flemiſh brandies. 

As this practice is, Sir, an evaſion of the laws in 
being, it ought certainly to be remedied, and the 
manner how, will be the proper queſtion now to 
be conſidered: If the duties now payable upon 
French brandies ſhould be laid on all foreign ſpi. 
rits, it would not only encourage the ſmuggling 
and running trade, but it would be a prejudice to 
our own diſtilling trade, for our diſtillers are un- 
der a neceſſity of mixing up acertain proportion of 
French brandy with our Eugliſb ſpirits, in order to 
make them fit for uſe either at home or abroad; 
and therefore if ſuch a duty can be thought of to 
be laid upon all foreign ſpirits, as will prevent their 
being ſold in the country ſo cheap, as to interfere 
with the conſumption of our home-made ſpirits, 
and yet not diſable us from importing honeſtly 
and fairly as much as our diſtillers may have oc- 
caſion for in the manufacture of our home-made 
ſpirits, I hope gentlemen will readily come into 
ſuch a propoſition, 

In order, Sir, to make ſuch a propoſition to this 
houſe, I have for ſome time conſidered the caſe, I 
have talked with ſome of the moſt noted diſtiller 
in town about it, and I have made all the enqui- 
ries I thought proper for attaining to a full infor- 
mation as to this particular; and from the whole! 
believe, that a duty of 5 s. per gallon upon all fo- 
reign brandies is the moſt proper medium to be 
fixed on.” 


This propoſition was not much oppoſed, only 


ſome gentlemen ſeemed to think, that 5 5. 6 d. would 
have been a more proper medium; and upon this 
occaſion Samuel Sandys Eſq; ſpoke to the following 
effect, 


4 Sir, 
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* Sir, Iam glad to hear from the honourable gen- Mr.Sangr's 
* tleman over the way, that all mixtures are not to 
be looked on as public frauds, for it ſeems the 
mixing of French brandy with Engliſb ſpirits is not 
only no public fraud, but a mixture which ought 
© to be encouraged, as being uſeful and neceſſary in 
the diſtilling trade; yet with reſpect to the pub- 
lic, I cannot conceive how the mixing of Engliſþ 
* cyder with Portugal wine, can be conſidered as a 
greater fraud than the mixing of French brandy 
with Engliſh ſpirits. | 

I muſt likewiſe take notice that the ſame gentle- 
* man ſeems to admit, that the laws of the cuſtoms 
* and exciſe, when united and joined together, are 
found to be ineffectual for collecting the duties 
* payable upon the commodities he mentioned, or 
for the preventing the ſmuggling and running of 
* them into this kingdom ; and therefore I hope, 
Sir, I ſhall not hereafter hear any propoſition ei- 
* ther from that gentleman or any of his friends, for 
* laying any other duties under the fame circum- 
* ſtances, more eſpecially ſince the uniting of the 
* laws of the cuſtoms and exciſe is well known to be 
* 1n all caſes an union, which is moſt grievous and 
* moſt hurdenſqme to the ſubject.” 


And ſome gentlemen having upon this occaſion S iam 
mentioned Dunkirk as a port, Sir William Wyndham h. 
ſtood up and ſaid, * That he was ſurpriſed to hear it 
* ſo much as mentioned as a port; that it was againſt 
the honour of the Engliſb nation to acknowledge 
it as ſuch, or to admit that it ſhould ever be made 
* uſe of as ſuch. This, ſays he, is not now the pro- 
per ſubject of our conſideration, but I hope that 
* this houſe will at ſome other time take an oppor- 

* tunity to reſolve itſelf into a committee to conſider 
* of this affair. 
Whereupon Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtood Sir Reber: 
up and faid, * That he hoped gentlemen would not 
| G83 * be 
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© be diverted from what was then the proper ſubject 
of their conſideration; that Dunkirk's being men- 
tioned as a ** muſt neceſſarily raiſe the juſt in. 


dignation of every Exgliſoman; that no Engliſb. 
man ever did, or ever could admit it as a port. 
And, ſays he, whatever terms gentlemen may in. 
advertently make uſe-of, yet I hope no pretence 
will ever be from thence taken to infringe thoſe 
rights, which this nation is by a moſt ſolemn trea. 
ty juftly intitled to.“ 


After the above-mentioned gentlemen and ſever! 
others had ſpoke, the Committee reſolved, that it 


Reſolution. was their opinion, That the act paſſed in the ſe- 


© cond year of his preſent Majeſty (intitled, An a 
© for laying à duty upon compound waters or ſpirits, 
and for licenſing the retailers thereof) had been a 
diſcouragement to the diſtilling of ſpirits from corn 
in Great Britain, and therefore ought to be repeal. 
ed; that for the encouragement of the exporta- 
tion of ſpirits drawn from corn in Great Britain, a 
drawback or allowance of 6 /. 8 5. per ton, ought 
to be paid and allowed on the exportation thereof, 
and that the duties payable upon brandy and ſpi- 
rits imported, except from his Majeſty's planta- 
tions in America, ſhould from and after the 24th 
of June then next, ceaſe and determine, and that in 
lieu thereof there ſhould be granted to his Majeſty 
a duty of five ſhillings per gallon, on all brandy 
and ſpirits imported from foreign ports, except 
ſuch as ſhall be of the growth and manufacture of 
* his Majeſty's plantations in America. 

Which reſolutions were on the 12th day of Marc) 
agreed to by the houſe, and a bill ordered to be 
brought in purſuant to them, | 


Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer having on Wed- 
neſday the 7th day of March, moved, That the 
© houle 
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© houſe might upon that day ſeven-night reſolve it- 
«© ſelf into a Committee of the whole houſe, to con- 
* ſider of the moſt proper methods for the better 
* ſecurity and improvement of the duties and reve- 
* nues already charged upon and payable from to- 
© bacco and wines ;? and the ſame having been order- 
ed accordingly, the houſe did upon Medneſday the 
14th of March reſolve itſelf into the ſaid Committee 
according to the ſaid order; the many accounts, re- 
turns and other papers which the houſe had before 
called for, being firſt referred to the ſaid Committee, 
and the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms and of the ex- 
ciſe being attending purſuant to an order of the pre- 
ceding day 
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Mr. ProR*s Account of his examination befare the 
Committee of Secrecy appointed to inquire into the 
negotiations, relating to the treaty of Utrecht *, 

L See Vol. VI. p. 340. ] 


chair equal to the table where they ſat, and next to Secre- 

tary Stanhope, who had the books and papers of the ſecre- 

tary's office before him. Mr. Walpole the chairman ſaid 
little more than mere compliment. Mr. Lechmere, with great 
induſtry, hid from me, and often himſelf looked into papers in fo- 
lio, unbound, and covered with a blue ſheet. I did not then know 
what they were, but during the examination, I perceived it was 
the report then printed, and in ſome few days after publiſhed. 
He began with an affected eloquence, that as I had ſerved in a very 
high employment, and with very great applauſe, the committee 
relied upon my candour and probity: That as what they asked 
me was for the King's ſervice, ſo what I anſwered would be for 
my own honour. After this, ſome of them began with ſeveral 
vague queſtions : What 1 knew of the negotiation? How long 
I had been acquainted with the Abbe Gaultier? it the propoſitions 
came firſt from France, or if we ſent them? And deſired me to 
give them an account of whatever I could of that whole matter ; 
which, it ſeems, they thought I was ſo ready to do, that ſome of 
them took their pens and paper, as if I were to begin a ſermon, 
and they to take ſhort notes. 

I ſaid, That as I had always acted abrcad by the authority of 
the crown of Eng/and, and had, in obedience to the King's com- 
mands, given up all the memorials and papers which related to 
that part of the peace in which I had a ſhare, I was deſirous to 
anſwer the honourable committee (before whom I underitood ſuch 
papers were) in every thing that might help to explain them : That 
my books were already before them; and, as I had already writ- 
ten to Mr, Secretary Stanhope, thoſe books muſt even ſpeak for 
themſelves. The committee ſeemed to acquieſce in my anſwer. 
Lord Coningsby whiſpered the chairman, and ſaid, No, we will 
begin with the money. 

The committee then deſired to know what money I drew from 
the treaſury in 1711, when I went into France, I —— 


| outward appearance they were all very civil; ſet me a 
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hundred pounds; and, as I remembered, that was the ſum. I had 
either credit from Mr. Ci ford, on his Correſpondent, or from 
Monſieur Canti/lon : ] could not well remember which, it being 
now four years ſince. Had you theſe bills, ſome of them ſaid, 
from my Lord Treaſurer? I replied, No. They asked me, Was 
it by his order? TI faid, I hoped there was no occaſion for a reply 
to that queſtion. I preſumed it would be found, as other money 
expended on the like occaſion, by direction of the Sovereign. I 
found they were not pleaſed with this anſwer. Walpole ſaid, Will 
you think a little of the method in which this examination is to 
proceed? And Mr. Prior would be pleaſed in the mean time to 
retire a little. 

When I was called in again, the ſame queſtion was asked me, 
and the ſame anſwer returned. I added, 'I hat I well hoped thole 
ſums, and ſeveral others of much greater importance, were paid : 
That otherwiſe, for want of knowledge in the crown-laws, I 
ſhou'd find myſelf a beggar ; and from an Hotel at Paris, might 
ſpend the reſt of my days in the Counter. And here I addreſſed 
myſelf to Mr. Szanhope, as to what 1 had writ to him concerning 
my debts. He ſaid, IT hat nothing of all this concerned me. Prior, 
I muſt apply myſelf to you upon another head. I muſt own myſelf 
unexperienced in the method of Parliament ; I have no papers by 
me, I have no council; for want of memory and judgment I may 
err ; and though, Gentlemen, I am accuſed of nothing, I know 


not but that I may accuſe myſelf through inadvertency or miſtake, 


Here Mr. Stanhope roſe up, and told the committee, That he 
had the King's particular direction, that whatever I ſaid to them, 
or they to the houſe of Commons, ſhould not be of any prejudice 
to myſelf, I took a ſheet of paper, which lay before me, and 
wrote this down, as I did what they had already ſaid to me. Here, 
after they had whiipered, and ſome even ſeparated themſelves 
from the table, to confer in a corner of the room, the chairman 
told me I might withdraw; which I did, leaving the notes 1 
had taken upon the table. 

When I was called in again, I found their civility much aba- 
ted, and the battery quite changed, The moſt confuſed queſtions 
were put to me upon ſeveral heads backward and forward, by 
Lechmere and Boſcawen, and Coningsby, (the two firſt of whom J 
think underſtood not one word of what they were ſaying.) Co- 
ningsby at length prevailed. Mr. Prior, you were {cnt out that 
you might have time to recolle& more particularly upon whom 
you had credit, when my Lord of Oxford ſent you into France. 
Prior, I have great reſpect to the Ear! of Oxford ; but he never 
lent me into France, And turning to Mr. Secretary Stanhope, 
who had the books of the office of 1711 in his hand, I ſaid, That 
as I had the honour to be ſent into France by the Queen's ſpecial 
appointment and immediate direction, I preſumed the copy of 
my powers were to be found in the books before him. He — 5 1 
to it, Mr. Prior, is this the copy of your inſtructions? Prior, 
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believe it is ; but to give the committee no further trouble on this 
head, I am ready either now, or any other time, to produce the 
original, as I think it may tend to my ſervice. Being asked of 
whom I received money in France? I anſwered, Of Monſieur 
Cantillon. Boſeawen, Was he not a Papiſt? Prior, Elſe, Sir, 
he could not have been a banker at Paris, which he had been 
for ſeveral years before I knew him. In one word, he was the 
common banker to whom the Exgliſb addreſſed themſelves, and I 
think Cl;Ford of Amfierdam was his correſpondent. Stanhope and 
Walpole, I found frowning and nodding at each other, and ex- 
tremely aſhamed at this vile tuff, 

Being ſent out, and called in again, I found the thunder broke 
out. 2 referred it to Stanhope to ſpeak. Stanhope, The 
committee are not ſatisfied with your behaviour to them. I 
have already told you, that the Lords above, and the committee 
here, have taken notice that they find a conſtant correſpondence 
on your fide to the Lord Treaſurer, but no anſwers from him; 
whereas all your letters from Lord Bolingbroke are entire, and 

ommonly in their right order, Some of thoſe indeed are miſſing. 
he whole committee echoed the ſame thing. Prior, I was told 
ſome hours ſince, by this honourable committee, that I ſhould 
be asked nothing that might prejudice myſelf, I am a good 
deal confuſed ; f have no council ; and, with great reſpect, I 
look upon this to be a downright accuſation of mytelf, as if 
I ſhould have held any correſpondence I was unwilling to de- 
clare. I muſt refer myſelf to you in this point, Mr. Stan- 
bope. The letters that we receive, when abroad, from the ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate, we keep, copying our anſwers to them, both 
which juſtify our ting accarding to our orders ſent us; and 
I preſume it will be found, that my letters, which you have 
in your own keeping, anſwer thoſe written to me by the ſe⸗ 
cretaries of ſtate under whoſe departments I acted; which 
letters you have likewiſe. You have alſo the letters I have 
wrote to the Lord Treaſurer in my books, at leaſt thoſe of them 
that related to the public affair, and conſequently were worth 
keeping. I did not, nor could I 1 a conſtant correſpondence 
from him. What I wfote was for his information; what uſe his 
Lordſhip made of that information, I had reaſon to preſume was 
for the Queen's ſervice ; and the anſwers and directions to me were 
to come by the ſecretary of ſtate. Committee, It is very ſtrange, 
that not above two or three letters ſhould ap from my Lord 
Treaſurer : Did he not write more to you? Prior, He writ to me 
ſeveral times, and I obeyed his commands intimated to me there- 
in. Thoſe commands performed, the letters were of no uſe, and 
I no more kept them than I did letters received from other noble- 
men, the Duke of Buckingham, the Lord Halifax, Lord Har- 
court then Lord Chancellor, Cc. They related no otherwiſe to 
the negotiation, than in commending me, aſſuring me that he re- 
preſented my ſervices to the Queen in a right light, and — a 
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ſpeedy end to the negotiation, that I might come home to 
him. 

I was ſent out again, and recalled ; was asked how many let- 
ters I might in all have received from my Lord Treaſurer, and 
what was the ſubſtance of any of them. Prior, As to the num- 
ber, I cannot particularly tell: I received a letter from him ſome- 
times of five, ſometimes of ten or twelve lines, ordering me to 
pay ſums of money to perſons who had the Queen's penſion, and 
were then in France, or recommending ſome of his particular 
friends to my acquaintance, or, which I thought much better, tel- 
ling me he had ordered the payment of my bills; but I might 
very ſafely affirm, that I had no letter that could poſſibly concern 
the committee, or any body elſe. I have one letter that as Lord 
Treaſurer he writ to me, which related to the payment of the 
dowry of King James Queen Mary; a thing publickly tranſ- 
acted, and known here in England: But as no progreſs was made 
in that affair during my ſtay in France, and that it did not belong 
to the negotiation of the peace, I had not indeed given up that 
letter, but, as I thought, I could find it, or the copy of it, if it 
ſhould have been thought of any uſe. In the mean time, I thought 


proper, incaſe any thing had been done in that matter, to keep that 


letter for my own juſtification ; as indeed it would have been my 
order. Boſcaaven, Sir, E ſay you do not know how many letters 
you had; might you have ten? Prior, I believe I might. Bo /- 
cawen, Might you have fourteen? Prior, 1 believe I might, 
Boſcawen, Might you have ſixteen? Prior, Indeed, Mr. Bo/- 
eawen, I have told you that I cannot anſwer you to any indefinite 
number. It was ſtill urged with great vehemence, that I kept a 
conſtant correſpondence with my Lord Treaſurer. Prior, I am 
very far from denying it ; but he did not keep a conſtant corre- 
ſpondence with me. It was my duty to write to him, and he was 
to make what uſe he pleaſed of my letters. I complained ſome- 
times of the objections I met with at the court of France in the ex. 
ecution of my orders ; and was very glad when, by the letters 
from the ſecretary of ſtate, I found my difficulty made eaſier ; 
Bat, Gentlemen, fince we are upon this ſubject, throughout the 
whole courſe of my letters to my Lord Treaſurer, and even in 
thoſe I wrote to the Duke of Shrewwshbury, after his Grace's return 
both in England and Ireland, J ſtill complained that my Lord 
Treaſurer did not write to me. And here indeed, being very 
much teazed and vexed, Lord Coningsby raving and threatening 
that theſe letters muſt be produced ; I ſaid, If there be ſuch let- 
ters in the world, that contain the ſecrets of the negotiation, 
written by my Lord Treaſurer, it might be very well preſumed 
his Lordſhip kept copies of them, and he muſt produce them : 
For, ſaid I, by the eternal God I know of no ſuch letters; and 
you know, GCE that your country man is no very exact cor- 
reſpondent. This I ſaid, having known that Lord Coningsby had 


troubled great men, if not my Lord Treaſurer Particylarlys with 
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letters, who had never taken care to anſwer him, I grant this 
was very fooliſhly ſaid ; for one ſhould never provoke a hedge- 
hog. Coningsby breaking out into a great paſſion, This is im- 
poſing upon the committee! Prior, Impoſing, my Lord, is a 
very hard word. He lifted up his voice in anger, and was going 
on: But Stanhope, yet louder than he, ſwore, that he could pro- 
duce every individual ſcrip of paper that had been written to him 
by any man alive, or that he had written to any man during his 
being a miniſter abroad. Prior, Mr. Stanhope, I am ſorry I can- 
not do the like; if it be ſo, you are the molt careful miniſter that 
ever yet was ſent abroad. They proceeded in asking me to give 
an account of what, they ſaid, I muſt needs know, of the meet- 
ing of the Lords at my houſe with — and Gaultier, I 
had already heard, that they had conſulted their friends of the 
law upon that point, and had determined to fix upon that meeting, 
wherein the preliminaries were ſigned, as an accuſation of treafon. 
How juſily, I leave to the judgment of all difintereſted and honeſt 
men; fince firſt, in the nature of the thing, it is impoſlible for any 
two nations in war to come ever to an accommodation, or begin 
any plan, upon which a future peace may be founded, without ſome 
overture and intervention of this kind. All treaties, from that 
of Verwirs down to this day, have been thus mediated, Callieres 
was in Holland, and diſcourſed and conferred privately with Mon- 
fleur Dyckvelt, on the part of the States, above two years before he 
took a public character, and ſigned the treaty of Ryſkvick, Mon- 
fieur de Torcy was publicly in Helland, in 1709, conferred with the 
penſioner, and the deputies of the States; and our own plenipo- 
temiaries, the Duke of Mar/borough and Lord Town/hend, report- 
ed from thoſe deputies to her Majeſty, what the French miniſter ei- 
ther propoſed or granted. Meſuager had as full powers as France 
could give, had owned the Queen's authority, and ſeen her per- 
ſon; and had, by her Majeſty's directions, ſeveral times conferred 
with the Lords of a committee of cabinet; all the world ſeeing 
the man, and knowing the fact: So that any meeting after this 
could not be ſecret, dangerous, or treaſonable. Mr. Sz. John's 
letter on the 25th of September, 1711, to her Majeſty, informs her 
immediately of this meeting, and her Majeſty approves of what is 
there done, by her eſpecial warrant for ſigning the preliminaries, 
containing the demands made by her order, 

It may be obſerved that Mr. St. John writes to the Queen 
thus : 

„% The committee of council met this morning at the Cockp17e, 
« and directed the Earl of Dartmouth and myſelt to confer with 
« Monſieur Meſnager : We ſaw him accordingly this evening at 
« Mr. Prior's houſe, where my Lord Treaſurer and Lord Cham- 
« berlain were likewife preſent.” The treaſon therefore, if there 
were any, was committed in the morning by the committee of 
council, and at the Cockpit, and not at Mir. Prior's houſe in the 
evening. It may properly here be added, the Queen had ſigt ed 
a warrant the 17th of September, 1711, to the Lord Keeper, = 
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full ers; in which my Lord Harcourt then Lord Chancellor, 
the Earl of Oxford Lord Treaſurer, the Duke of Buckingham Pre- 
ſident of the Council, the Biſhop of Briſtol Lord Privy Seal, the 
Duke of Shreausbury Lord Chamberlain, the Earl Poulet: Lord 
Steward of the Houſhold, and the Earl of Dartmouth and Mr. St. 
Jobn Secretaries of State, and Matthew Prior Eſq; were nomi- 
nated and impowered to meet with the Sieur Meſnager, provided 
with ſufficient authority to ſettle an eventual or conditional con- 
vention between her Majeſty and the moſt Chriſtian King ; and that 
this warrant was not made uſe of, for reaſons given, being very natu- 
ral, becauſe they were offers only on the French fide, and did not 
oblige her Majeſty to any thing; ſo they were only ſigned Meſnager, 
and Dartmouth and St. Fohn are only witneſſes that theſe articles 


are to be looked upon as conditions which his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


jeſty agrees to grant, and which are afterwards to be reduced into 
form, and explained to the common ſatis faction of Great Britain 
and France. Tho' this proceedure will, without doubt, hereafter 
appear conſonant to common ſenſe, conducive to the ſafety and 

ood of Great Britain, and juſtifiable by the univerſal cuſtom and 
aw of nations, Nunc non erat his locus. I ſaid, Monſieur Meſna- 
ger had often been at my houſe; that the ſecretary of ſlate had 
ſeen him there; that I had eat and drank, and been abroad with 
him ſeveral times. They took great hold of this. Boſcawen ex- 
preſſed himſelf with great joy, I his is more than we knew before 
And from thence they ran wildly back, When I knew Gaultier ? 
Where I had been with Meſnager? I anſwered to this in as ge- 
neral terms as I could. The chairman perceived that they would 
loſe their point in this multiplicity of queſtions, and, checking 
their ſpeed, reſtrained it to this one demand, Chairman, What 
Lords were preſent at your houſe at the meeting when the preli- 
minary articles were talked of or ſigned? I anſwered, The two 
ſecretaries of ſtate ; for it is certain they were ſo, their names ap- 
pearing in the inſtrument. Chairman, Was my Lord Oxford 
there? Prior, I cannot recollect it: One of the Lords were ab- 
ſent ; whether the Duke of Shrewsbury, or the Earl of Oxford, I 
cannot tell. In all fincerity and honour this is truth. They grew 
extremely anger'd upon it, and ſent me out to recollect if both 
theſe Lords were not preſent. 

I came in, and aſſured them again, That as well as I could re- 
member a tranſaction, of which I took no notes, and which was 
now above three years paſt, and of which I was ſo far from expect - 
ing to be called to any account, that I thought it was an honour 
to me, I could not determine which of the two were abſent. I 
ſaid again, That this was fact, that I do not remember it: I have 
only an idea that one of them was abſent. The anſwer indeed 
had this effect, that it was the ſame thing as if they were both ab- 
ſent, ſince they could not determine which of them was preſent, 
But upon this meeting no leſs accuſation than an article of high 
treaſon was to be founded. Was any thing more difficult ever 

put 


A. 1715. APPEN DI. 


put upon a man, than to endeavour to extort an evidence from 
me, in order to bring thoſe to the ſcaffold who were friends and 
patrons, under whoſe orders formerly, and with whom jointly 
now, I had the honour to act, by the Queen's directions, and in 
a matter not only innocent, but laudable ! Or could any thing be 
more abſurd, or more inhuman, than to propoſe to me a queſtion, 
by the anſwering of which I might (according to them) prove my- 
ſelf a traytor ! ſince, as I had heard, every man who is a part- 
ner, is a principal in treaſon: And notwithſtanding their ſolemn 
promiſe, that nothing which I could ſay ſhould hurt myſelf, I had 
no reaſon to truſt them ; for they violated that promiſe about 
five hours after, as I ſhall ſay anon. However, I owned I was 
there preſent, Whether this was wiſely done or no, I leave to my 
friends to determine. 

From my being taken up by order of the houſe of Commons, 
this examination was juſt a week. They now, after I had been 
turned out, and returned again, interrogated me: If ſince my be- 
ing taken into cuſtody, I had not ſeen my Lord of Oxford, or any 
of his relations? I ſaid, I had ſeen my Lord Oxford the lait 
Sunday at Mr. Themas Harley's houſe ; and was going on to ex- 

lain that Mr. Thomas Harley and I, who were taken up at the 
ame time, (living within three doors of each other) commonly 
dined together at one or the other of our houſes, our reſpective 
meſſengers guarding us. That on Sunday going to dine with Mr. 
Harley, | ſaw my Lord Oxford at the ſtairs-head, going out; tha: 
I asked him if he dined with us: He told me, he was to dine in 
better company. That this was all that paſſed between us; the 
meſſenger at the bottom of the ſtairs heard every word I ſaid to 
him. As I was telling this, they anſwered it was ſufficient, I 
had ſeen my Lord Oxford, and his near relations ; which was the 
queſtion asked. 

I here was ordered to retire, and when I was called in again, 
the chairman, from amougſt many books and papers which he 
had before him, (and the ſecretary of ſtate had on the other fide as 
many, and I perceived many of them were my own ;) the chair- 
man, I ſay, abruptly enough drew out one halt-ſheet of the large 
demy paper, written very foul, and razed in ſeveral places, which 
indeed when he gave me into my hand, I hardly knew what ic 
was, ſo far as to give any reaſonable account of it, it being without 
date or title, and, as I ſay, very imperfect as to the very words and 

le. He asked me dryly, and without any other previcus word, 


If I knew that hand? Prior, There are two hands in it, one is 


very like the hand I write when firſt I make any brouillon. On- 
or two of the committee, Sir, What do you mean by a brouillon ? 
Prior, When I write any _ at firſt only for my own memory, 
as to what I would draw up after in a more perfect manner, I 
peruſed this piece of paper, and upon a little reflection, directing 
myſelf to Mr. Stanhope, faid, I believe this paper contained ſome 
notes upon a letter | reccived from his predeceſſor my 1 _ 
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lingbrote. He was appriſed of this before; for he readily turned 
to the letter which was regiſter'd in the office-book. I added, 
that I thought there were lome notes I had taken in the French 
language, to enable me to ſpeak more particularly to Monſieur gs 
Torcy of the matters mentioned in the ſaid ſecretary's letter. As 
that letter was written four years before, and I was not in poſſeſ- 
ſion of my own letters, the ſecretary himſelf and the committee 
could beſt inform themſelves of the ſubſtance thereof. There waz 
written, My Lord, Tr. ne doute polnt que la cour de France ny trouve 
de remede, Now whatever Lord that might mean; they had al- 
ready printed it my Lord Treaſurer ; and in ſo doing, had given 
that ſentence the wrongeſt conſtruction imaginable, as proving 
that my Lord Treaſurer would give up Tournay to France; whereas 
the whole hint was meant to renew to the miniſters at that court, 
that Tournay was to be given to the allies ; and it was to keepthe 
court of France from endeavouring to hope the contrary. As 
what was in this brouillon was ſometimes an abridgment, and 
ſometimes a verbal tranſlation of my Lord Bolingbroke's letter, which 
Mr. Stanhope ſtill held cloſe, and as I read the French into Eyg- 
liſh, I asked him if the ſame ſenſe was in the letter; he did not 
deny it: Coningsby grew extremely angry, and on a ſudden broke 
out into ſome expreſſions, which neither he ſhould have uttered, 
nor will I repeat ; and ſo I was ordered to withdraw again; which 
was into the next room, where not only a meſſenger of the houſe 
of Commons, but a door-keeper of the ſecretary's office, waiced 
all day, and were ſtill ready to receive me. 

Being called in again, I was interrogated without method or 
connection, as any member of the committee pleaſed, and indeed 
with confuſion and diforder enough among themſelves ; for they 
ſometimes ſtopped each other's queſtion, and propoſed new ones of 
their own. At laſt it came to this. Chairman, Mr. Prior, we 
cannot doubt bur that you are appriſed of the whole affair of Jour- 
nay ? Did my Lord ever write about Tournay ? Prior, I cannct 
readily anſwer, as not underſtanding the force of the queſtion ; [ 
believe my Lord Treaſurer may have writ to me concerning Jour- 
nay at the beginning of the negotiation ; I am ſure he has ſpoke 
to me about Tournay : I may be miſtaken as to the time; but | 
think in 1711 the French inſiſted upon their having Towrnay. But 
1 very well remember, that the Queen's inſtructions to her am- 
baſſadors for the general peace, were poſitive that the Durch 
ſhould have it. I underſtood the negotiation to continue always 


upon that foot. I added, that as the affair of the _ was 
$T 


tranſacted at Utrecht, I bad nothing in my inſtructions relating to 
that whole matter, otherwiſe than as it might relate in general to 
the peace. What I have of the whole negotiation is before you. 
Here Walpole and Stanhope grew mightily perplexed ; one in a 
ſullen, and t'other in an — paſſion. Coningsby raved 
out- right. I may juſtly proteſt that I could not conceive the cauſe 
of this diſorder ; for I did not know that they had 3 
ounde 
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founded their high treaſon upon the article of Tournay, againſt 
my Lord Treaſurer ; nor can I fince comprehend why they did. 
To ſhew the juſtice, as well as the good judgment of theſe men, 
it maſt certainly appear not only extravagant, but ridiculous to all 
that think righter than the committee, that is, to all men living, 
that an article of high treaſon ſhould be founded againſt an Exg- 
lie miniſter upon Tournay, which was not given up to the 
French, and no mention ever made of Liſſe, which actually was 
given up. This by the way. It may be further obſerved, that 
at that time not one third part of the committee themſelves did 
know upon what point the accuſations either againſt the Earl 
of Oxford, or any man elſe, were to be grounded; ſeveral of them 
having ſince told me themſelves, that they never either drew up 
or read the report ; but that thoſe things came to them, as they 
merrily expreſſed it, ready cut and dried. 

But to return to my journal ; this various and incoherent man - 
ner of examination having now laſted above nine hours, two of 
my maſters (by the way) Sir Richard On/low, and General Erle, 
had left the committee almoſt at the beginning of the day ; for 
to give them their due, they asked me very ew qͥueſtions while 
there, and by going away ſeemed aſhamed of the proceeding : 
And now Walpole himſeif grew weary of it, and was going, but 
hindered, and, as it were, kept in the chair by Mr. S:a»hope, who 
ſaid openly, they could not go on without the chairman. I was 
ordered to withdraw, and during about half an hour's receſs into 
the next room, or rather paſſage, as the door was by chance 
on I heard them extremely warm and loud with one another. 

hilſt I was in this little room, in which the meſſenger, under 
whoſe cuſtody I was, and a door-keeper of the ſecretary's office, 
as T have already ſaid, were waiting, Coningsby came out by a 
back-way, as Boſcawen did by the fore-door. In this room was 
a trunk, and in it ſeveral papers and memorials, to which the 
committee had recourſe during the examination. The trunk was 
open, and I could not but perceive by the indorſements that ma- 
ny of the papers were my own. Coningsby whiſper'd the officers 
to take care that I ſhould not come nigh the trunk, and really 
looked on me more like a fury than a man; tho certainly I had 
all the right imaginable to ſee every paper that related to me in my 
examination, which was pretended to be made upon no other 
foot, than that the King ſhould be informed of what I had done 
for his ſervice in the negotiation of the peace; and if the com- 
mittee themſelves had had really a mind to be appriſed of the 
truth as to fact, the hindering a man whom they intended ſhould 
become an evidence from ſeeing his own papers, was but an ill 
method towards his giving them a clearer intelligence. 

I was now called in for the laſt time, and I found that they 
had collected ſeveral heads of what they thought proper I ſhould 
ſet my hand to. I read them, and made ſome objections there- 
unto, but to no purpoſe, I ſaid, that to many queſtions I had 
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not, nor could anſwer in the poſitive manner that was there ſet 
down: That as to divers facts, I could not take things upon my 
memory: That as to others, I had indeed ſaid, J believed [ 
thought I heard, or underſtood they were ſo: That the omiſli. 
on ot theſe words made me ſay poſitively, and as an evidence, 
what I ſhould not be able to maintain, having only anſwered 
them as my memory ſerved me, and as much as I knew of the 
heads upon which I had been interrogated, knowing that they 
themſelves had blamed my anſwers, for being very imperfect ; 
and I had more than once told them, I was ſorry I could not 
anſwer them more fully, I objected againſt theſe words: He 
confeſſes, that ſince his confinement he has converſed with the Earl 
of Oxford, and his neareſt relations. I did not, I ſaid, confeſs. 
Confeſſion ſuppoſes a crime: I was told I was accuſed of none: 
I faid I had ſeen the Earl of Oxford at Mr. Thomas Haris; and I 
as I was going to tell the thing again, 7%, ! ſaid Coningsby, 
how perjured is this man? PRIOR, My Lord, have a care of——. 
Coningsby, No, Sir, tis you that muſt have a care. Seeing now 
the face of the committee againſt me ; knowing and preſuming, 
that if ever the Duke of Shrew hury, the Earl of Oxford, or 
Lord Bolingbroke himſelf ſhould be brought to trial, I muſt be 
ſure, before the Lords have an opportunity of explaining what [ 
had ſaid, and declaring what uſage I had found from the com- 
mittee, I ſigned the paper. I cannot here omit a ridiculous in- 
ſtance of my Middleſex juſtice's skill in the law: He was juſt 90 
ing to ict his name on the left hand of the paper, where I wa: 
to have ſet mine; and if he had not been timely cautioned by 
the chairman, it would have been the depoſition of Hugh Bo. 

cagben, jurat. coram me, Matthew Prior. © 
When I had thus figned the paper, the chairman told me, tha: 
the committee were not at all ſatisfied with my behaviour, nor 
could give ſuch an account of it to the houſe that might merit 
their fayour in my behalf: That at preſent they thought fit to 
lay me under a ſtricter confinement than that of my own houſe. 
Here Boſcawen play'd the moraliſt, and Coningsby the chriſtian ; 
but both very aukwardly, Beſcaauen ſaid, that he had often 
heard Mr. Stepney, (who was a wiſe man, and our old friend) 
repeat this proverb, Near is my ſhirt, but nearer my tin; and told 
me, if I had remembered that ſaying, and ated according to it, 
it would have been better for me, And Coningsby ſaid, he had 
known me a long time, and was heartily ſorry for my conditi- 
on ; but all this 4 from my own fault. Now this kind 
commiſeration did not laſt above a minute; for the meſſenger, 
to whoſe houle they intended to confine me, being call'd, Co. 
ningaby asked him, if his houſe was ſecured by bolts and bars. 
The meſſenger, who is by birth a gentleman, and a very good- 
natured man, was aſtoniſhed at the queſtion, and anſwered, that 
he never hadany in his cuſtody but Parliament priſoners, (as he 
expreſſed it) and there were neither bolts nor bars in his _ 
t 
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At which Coningsby very angrily ſaid, Sir, you muſt ſecure this 
priſoner ; it is for the ſafety of the nation; if he eſcapes, you ſhall 
anſwer for it. And now met with another hardſhip, which in- 
deed I could not have expected, as I had all day taken notes of 


* eines ME. 


a the heads of their examination, and my anſwers; and particular- 
ly that Mr. Stanhope had, by his Majeſty's order, inforined the 
. committee, that from whatever I ſhould ſay in this examination, 
4 nothing ſhould or ought to redound to my prejudice : Nor indeed 
z could 1t be imagined I ſhould anſwer upon any other foot; for 
y without the King's conſent, 1 doubt if I ought at all to have an- 
} ſwered to the committee. M. P. 

K Sir W. Wyndham, Sir John Packington, Mr. Ed. 
I Harvey, Mr. Foſter, Mr. Anſtis, and Mr. 
. C. Kynaſton, ordered, at the King's requeſt, to be 
— apprehended, | See Vol. VI.] 

a Sept. 21. Eneral S$/hanhope, Secretary of State, acquainted the 


mmons, That he was commanded by the Kin 
to communicate to the houſe, hit his Majeſty having juſt cauſe 
to ſuſp ect, that Sir William Wyndham, member for Some G1hire ; 
Sir John Packington, member for Worceſtenſpire; Mr Edward 
Harvey, member for Clithero; Mr. Fofter, member for Nor- 
thumberland ; Mr. A»/!is, member for Launceſton; and Mr. Cor- 
bet Kynaſton, member for Shrewsbury, are engaged in a deſign 
to ſupport the intended invaſion of this I 04- hata given or- 


” der for apprehending them ; and his Majelty defires the conſent 

of this houſe to his cauſing them to be committed and detain'd, 
* if he ſhall judge it neceſſary ſo to do, in purſuance of the late act 
os of Parliament for 2 his Majeſty to commit and detain 
bis ſuch perſons as his Majeſty ſhall ſuſpe& are config againſt his 
10 perſon and 83 Hereupon it was reſolved, nemine con- 
ſe tradicente, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
* returning the thanks of this houſe for his gracious meſſage this 
* day, and for his tender regard to the privileges of this houſe ; 
id) and to deſire, that he will be pleaſed to give orders for the com- 
old mitting and detaining the ſeveral members named in the ſaid 


worm, purſuant to the act of this ſeſſions of Parliament, for that 
urpoſe. Ln 

* , The ſame day likewiſe the King went to the houſe of Peers, 
* and the Commons attending, the Speaker, upon preſenting the 
money - bills, made the following ſpeech to his Majeſty: 


er, 

an gracious Sovereign, 

= « ur Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeRts, the knights, Speaker's 
wi 1 citizens, and burgeſſes in Parliament aſſembled, have ſpeech to the 
* now finiſhed the ſupplies granted to your Majeſty for the ſer- King on pre- 


vice of this preſent year, Your Commons had much ſooner ſenting the 
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© offer'd theſe ſupplies to your Majeſty, had not their zeal for your 
« Majeſty's ſervice, and the duty they owe to their country, led 
them into inquiries which have drawn this ſeſſion to an unuſual 
© length, 

a Fur your Commons could not ſee, without the utmoſt indigna- 
tion, the glories of her late Majeſty's reign tarniſhed by a trea- 
* cherous ceſſation of arms; the faith of treaties violated ; that 
© ancient probity, for which the Eng/z nation had been juſtly 
> 4 throughout all ages, expos'd to ſcorn and contempt; 
and the trade of the kingdom given up by inſidious and preca- 
© rious treaties of commerce, whilſt the people, amuſed with new 
worlds explor'd, were contented to ſee the moſt advantageous 
branches of their commerce in Europe loſt, or betrayed. 

© Such was the condition of this kingdom, when it pleas'd the 
divine providence to call your Majeſty to the throne of your an- 
« ceſtors, under whoſe auſpicious reign your Commons with plea- 
* ſure behold the glories of the Plantagenets (your Majeſty's royal 
© anceſtors) revive; and have an unbounded proſpect of the con- 
* tinuance of this happineſs, even to the lateſt poſterity, in a race 
© of princes lineally deſcended from your Majeſty, 

And that nothing might be wanting on the part of your Com- 
© mons, to eſtabliſh your Majeſty's throne on ſolid and laſting 
© foundations, they have apply'd themſelves, with unweary'd dili- 
« gence, to vindicate the honour of the Brit; nation, and to 
« reſtore a mutual confidence between this kingdom and its anci- 
© ent and faithful allies, by detecting the authors of theſe perni- 
© cious counſels, and the actors in theſe treacherous deſigns, in 
order to bring them to juſtice, by the judgment of their Peers, 
according to the law of the land, and the uſage of Parliament. 

© It was not to be expected, but that the enemies to the nati- 
on's peace, would uſe their utmoſt endeavours to obſtruct your 
Commons in theſe inquiries ; but deſpairing of any ſucceſs in 
the repreſentative body of the kingdom, they fomented tumults 
among the dregs of the people at home, and ſpirited up the 
© Pretender to an invaſion from abroad. This gave your faithful 
Commons freſh opportunities of ſhewing their affection to your 
© Majelty's perſon, and their fidelity to your government, by their 
© unanimous concurrence in granting ſuch ſupplies as were ſuffi- 
© cient to diſappoint the one, and by their paſſing ſuch laws as 
were neceſlary to ſuppreſs the other; and, in every reſpect, 
© to expreſs their abhorrence of a Popiſh Pretender, concerning 
whom, nothing remains unſuſpeRed, but his bigotry to ſuper- 
« ſtition, and his hatred to our holy religion ; for the advance- 
© ment of which your Majeſty has expreſſed your pious care, by 
© recommending to your Commons the providing maintenance 
for the miniſters who are to officiate in the new churches. This 
your Commons readily complied with, truſting, that the prayers 
there offer'd to the Almighty, will bring down a blefling on all 
your Majeſty's undertakings ; and not doubting, but that the doc- 
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Ir trines there taught, will be a means to ſecure the quiet of your 1 
d kingdoms, and the obedience of your people. 1 
1 * The revenue ſet apart for the uſes of the civil government, 1 
* your Commons found fo much intangled with mortgages and 1 
= * anticipations, that what remain'd, was far from being ſufficient | 
= * to ſupport the honour and dignity of the crown: This your ' 
it Commons took into ſerious conſideration, and being truly ſen- | 
y * ſible, that on your Majeſty's greatneſs the happineſs of your 
; ſubjects entirely depends, they have put the civil revenues into 
[= © the ſame ſtate, in which they were granted to your Majelty's 
* glorious predeceſſor, King Milliam, of immortal 1 ; 
18 * and thereby enabled your Majeſty to make an ample proviſion 
for the prince of Valet, whole heroic virtues are the beſt ſecu- 
e * rity of your Majeſty's throne, as his other perſonal endowments 
P are the joy of all your ſaithful ſubjects. 
- * I ſhould but ill diſcharge the truſt repoſed in me by the Com- 
al * mons, did I not lay before your Majeſty, with what cheerfulneſs 
„ * they receiv'd your Majeſty's gracious intentions for her Royal 
de Highneſs the Princeſs; and wich how much readineſs and una- 
© nimity they enabled your Majeſty to ſettle a revenue ſuitable to 
1- * the dignity of a princeſs, whoſe piety and Ready adherence to 
8 * the Proteſtant religion, is the glory of the preſent age, and 
li- will be the admiration of all future generations,” 
to May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 7 
i- The bills which the Commons have prepar'd to compleat the 
li- * ſupplies for this year's ſervice, and for the other purpotes I have 
in '* mention'd, are ſeverally intitled, 
$, I. Anat to enable his Majeſly to ſettle a revenue for ſupporting 
. the dignity of her Royal Highneſs, &c. 
i- II. An adt for enlarging the capital ſtoct and yearly fund of the | 
ur . company, & c. | 
in III. Ai at for making proviſion for the miniſters of the fifty 1 
ts new churches, &c. 1 
fa Which they with all humility now preſent to your Majeſty for 
ul your royal aſlent.” 
ur 
Ir Aſter this his Majeſty gave the royal aſſent to the three bills 
h- before mention'd, as allo to fix more publick, and to nine private 
1 bills. | 
1g Then his Majeſty was pleas'd to declare from the throne, that 
r- he had order'd the Lord Chancellor to deliver his Majeſty's 
e- ſpeech to both houſes of Parliament, in his Majeſty's name and 
by words, which he did accordingly, as foilows: 
Cc 
lis My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
Is Am perſuaded you are all by this time very deſirous of The King's F 
all « | ſome receſs, and that it cannot - longer, without — mow | 
C- $ inconrenience to your private affairs, - 
a | y H * - ry 
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© But before I part with you, I muſt return you my moſt fincere 
© thanks for your having finiſhed, with ſo much wiſdom and una- 
* nimity, what I recommended to your care; and particularly I 
© muſt thank you, gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, for the 
« proviſion you have made, as well tor the ſupport of the honour 
© and dignity of the crown, as for the other neceſſary occaſions of 
« the pablie ; eſpecially for your having done it by means ſo 
little burthenſome to my people; which, I aſſure you, recom- 
* mends the ſupplies to me above any other circumſtance whatſo- 
« ever, | 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The open and declar'd rebellion which is now actually begun 
$ in Scotland, muſt convince all, who do not wiſh to ſee us given 
« up into the hands of a Popiſh Pretender, of the dangers to which 
« we have been, and are till expos'd. | 

I thought it incumbent upon me to give you the earlieſt no- 
* tice of the deſigns of our enemies, and I cannot ſufficiently 
* commend the zeal and diſpatch with which you impowered me, 
at a time when the nation was in ſo naked and defenceleſs a con- 
« dition, to make ſuch preparations as I ſhould think neceflary for 
* our ſecurity. You ſhall have no realon to repent of the truſt 
© and confidence you repoſe in me, which I ſhal] never uſe to any 
other end than for the protection and welfare of my peop'e. 

© It was ſcarce to be imigin'd, that any of my Protellant ſub- 
© jets, who have known and enjoyed the benefits of our excellent 
* conſtitution, and have heard of the great dangers they were 
* wonderfully deliver'd from by the happy revolution, ſhould, by 
© any arts and management, be drawn into meaſures that muſt at 
« once deltroy their religion and liberties, and ſubject tnem to 
« popery and arbitrary power: but ſuch has been our misfortune, 
that too many of my people have been deluded, and made in- 
* ſtrumental to the Pretender's deſigns, who had never dar'd to 
* think of invading us, or raiſing a rebellion, had he not been 
encouraged by the ſucceſs his emiſſaries and adherents have al- 
© ready had in ſtirring up riots and tumults, and by the farther 
hopes they entertain of raiſing inſurrections in many parts of my 
« kingdoms.” 
* The endeavouring to perſuade my people, that the church of 
* England is in Canger under my government, has been the main 
© artifice employ'd in carrying on this wicked and traitorous de- 
# ſign. This inſinuation, after the ſolemn aſſurances J have given, 
and by having laid hold on all opportunities, to do every thing 
© that may tend to the advantage of the church of EAgland. is 
both unjuſt and ungrateful: Nor can I believe ſo groundleſs 
« and malicious a calumny can make any impreſſion upon the 
minds of my faithful ſubjects, or that they can be ſo far miſled, 
* as to think the church of England is ta be ſecur'd by letting a 
« popiſh Pretender on the threne, by 15 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The proofs this Parliament has given of their unſhaken duty 
and affection to me, and of their love and zeal for the intereſt 
« of their country, will recommend you to the good opinion and 
* eſteem of all who have their religion and liberty truly at heart, 
* and has laid a laſting obligation upon me; and 1 queſtion 
not, but by your farther aſſiſtance in the ſeveral countries 
*to which you are going, with the bleſſing of Almighty God, 
* who has ſo frequently interpos'd in favour of this nation, I ſhall 
© be able to diſappoint and defeat the deſigns of our enemies, 

© Our meeting again to do buſineſs early in the next winter, 
will be uſeful on many accounts; particularly, that the fitting <a 
* of Parliaments may be again brought into that ſeaſon of che year 
© which is moſt convenient; and that as little delay may be 
given as is poſlible to your judicial proceedings; and I ſhall at 
« preſent give ſuch orders to my Lord Chancellor, as may not put 
it long out of my power to meet you on any ſudden occalion.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſ:y's command, ſaid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Tr is his Majelty's royal will and pleaſure, that both houſes The houſe 
c ſhould forthwith ſeverally adjourn themſelves to Thur/day the —_— to 
* tixth day of O#ober next. 2, 6th, 


March 5, 1716-17. 
Mr. R. Walpole moves for borrowing 600,000 l. for 


the public ſervice, at 4 |. per cent, 
[ Yide Vol. VI.] 


M R. Farrer, member for Bedford, reported the reſolutions 
taken the day before, in the grand committee on the ſup- 
ply; which being agreed to, Mr. R. Valpole mov'd, and it 
was reſolv'd, nem. con. That whoſoever ſhall advance or lend any 
ſum, not exceeding 600,000 /. for the ſervice of the public by 
ſea or land, ſhall be repaid the ſame with intereſt, at 4 J. per cent. 
out of the firſt aid to be granted this ſeſhion of Parliament. The 
putting the intereſt of this intended loan ſo low as 4 J. per cent. 
gore reaſon to ſurmize, that thole who had the management of 
is Majeſty's treaſury, defign'd to put on the ſame foot the inte- 
reſts of all the public funds: Whereupon Mr. Lechmere took no- — 
tice, * That ſeveral ſchemes and propoſals for reducing the na. . 
tional debts had been printed and diſpers'd, which gave the per- Mr. Lab. 
ſons concern'd in the public ſecurities the greater uneaſineſs, in 
that there was no reaſon to apprehend that thoſe ſchemes came 
abroad with the privity and countenance of men in great 22 : 
mo- 
ney d 


That the general alarm which _— had occaſion'd among 
Ha 4 
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ney'd men, might very ſenfibly affect public credit, and be, at 

this juncture, of very dangerous conſequence : To prevent which, 

he thought it neceſſary, te move that the houſe would come to a 
reſolution, effectually to make good all Parliamentary engage- 

ments.” To this Mr. Robert Walpole immediately anſwered, 

Mr. Wal- That his Majeſty having, with great tenderneſs, recommended 
Pele. to them from the throne, the reducing, by degrees, the debts of 
the nation; and the Commons having afterwards, in their addreſ; 

to his Majeſty, promis d to apply themſelves, with all poſſible 

diligence and attention, to that great and neceſſary work, they 

__ to exert themſelves to make good that promiſe, and appoint 

a day to take that important matter into confideration : And he 

did not doubt but the Commons would then ſhew all poſtible re- 

gard to juſtice and public faith. He own'd there had been 

indeed ſeveral ſchemes publiſh'd, relating to the reduction of the 

national debts, but that they were made by private perſons; and 

he did aſſure the houſe, without the participation of any of his 

Majeſty's miniſters ; and therefore they were not to be regarded: 

but that in a ſhort time ſuch propoſals would be laid before the 

houſe, as, he hoped, would give them ſatisfaction, and meet with 

their approbation ; therefore he mov'd, That Mr. Lechmere's 

motion might be thus alter'd, wiz. That this houſe will effectu- 

ally make good good the deficiencies of all Parliamentary en- 
gagements. This, after a ſhort debate, was carry'd in the affir 

mative, nem. con. But mention being made of the great ſervices 

done by the Bank of England, and thoſe, who by their money 

had ſupported the court-intereſt and the preſent eſtabliſhment, Mr. 

Mr. Ai- Aiſſabie ® took notice of the management of ſome directors of 
ſtabie. the bank, who, upon the alluring proſpe& of gain, were as ready 
to ſupport the late miniſtry. On the other hand, a courtier hav- 

ing defy'd any body to Charge any breach of public faith, or of 

the laws, on the adminiſtration, ſince his Majeſty's happy acceſ- 

Mr. Hunger- ſion tothe throne, Mr. Hungerford ſaid, * That this put him in 
mind of a coronation, when the king's champion, coming into 
Meſiminſter-Hall, throws down one of his gloves, to make the 
challenge, but that he never ſaw any body ſo bold as to take it 


Lech. \ March 8. While the houſe was in a committee on the ſupply, 
Mr: ies Mr. Lechmere told them, That he was ſorry he found himſelſ 
notice, that Wlig'd to take notice, that their late vote for a loan, at 4 /. per 
only 450007, Cent. intereſt, was like to prove ineffectual, there not being in 
had beenſub- three days time above 45,000 /. ſubſcrib'd to the loan of 606,000). 
are 2 on the land. tax. And therefore fince the preſent exigency re- 
Joan, at 4 “. duir d * — ſupply, he thought it — and therefore 
per Cent, mow'd, That a day be appointed to conſider farther of that mat- 


Mr.R, Wat. ter · Mr. Robert Walpole ſeconded this Motion, and ſaid, That 
pole. there was the greater neceſſity for it, becauſe he was inform' d, 
that fome ſtock-jobbers, in order to deter the Parliament from pur- 


FTreaſurer of the navy. 
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It purſuing the deſign of reducing the publick debts, had form'd a 


's combination to diſtreſs the government, and ruin public credit, 

a which was the occaſion that the late vote for borrowing 600,000 /. 

— at 4 per cent. had not had the deſired effect.. To this Mr. Lech- Mr. Lecb- 
, mere anſwered, © That as none but the moſt wicked of men could mere. 
d enter into ſuch a combination _ the good. of their country, 

df ſo the honourable member who ipoke laſt, would do well to name 

{s them, that the houſe mightſhew the utmoſt reſentment and indig- 

le nation againſt them. But that, in his opinion, the ill ſucceſs of 

y the loan was rather mainly occaſioned by ſome re flections on the 

nt money'd men and ftock-jobbers, and by certain maxims lately ad- 

he vanced, wiz. That the Parliament may exert their authority to 

e- extricate themſelves, by reducing the national debts; that ſuch 

en maxims could not but alarm the perſons concerned in the public ſe- 

he curities ; and the more, when they ſaw t flur had been put 


nd upon the motion made three days before, That all parliamentary 
Us engagements ſhould effectually be made good. That he ſlill thought 


d: ſuch a vote abſolutely neceſſary, both to remove people's fears and 
he jealouſies, and to vindicate the honour and jultice of the nation; 
th that the ſame was entirely agreeable to his Majeſty's ſentiments, 
e's who, in his firſt ſpeech to this Parliament, had been pleaſed to 
u- recommend to the Commons, in a particular manner, the ſtrict ob- 
n- ſervance of all Parliamentary engagements, than which nothing 
Ir - could more contribute to the ſupport of the credit of the nation ; 
ces with which opinion of his Majeſty the Commons did entirely 
ey concur : and that he could not believe that any of his Majeſty's 
Ar. miniſters could be ſo regardleſs of his honour and known equity, 
of or put ſo hard a thing upon him, as to make him, in the leaſt, con- 
dy tradict what he had in io ſolemn a manner declared from the 
av- throne. He added, That the Commons having already appointed 
of a day, to conſider of the ſtate of the nation, with relation to the 
el- public debts, he would not anticipate that important affair ; but he 
in could not forbear declaring on this occaſion his private opinion, 
nto That it would be the greateſt ingratitude, as well as injuſtice, in 
the the leaſt to wrong thoſe who had ſupported the government in the 
e it moſt preſſing exigencies and perilous junctures, and, on all occa- 
ſions, ſhewn their zeal and affection for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 

ly, That he had nothing to ſay, as to ſuch public ſecurities as were 
{elf redeemable by Parliament ; but as to annuities granted for terms 
per of years, he would be poſitive, that they could not be meddled with, 
in without breaking in upon Parliamentary engagements, and vio- 
00 / lating the public faith; ſince thoſe annuities were not to be look'd 
re- upon as debts, but as a ſale of annual rents for a valuable confide- 
fore ration, of which contract the Parliament had propoſed and made 
nat · the terms and conditions, and the rentees became purchaſers up- 
hat on the parliamentary faith and ſecurity. And that, beſides the 
n'd, injuſtice of breaking through a national contract, thoſe annuities 
ur- could not be touched, without occaſioning great confuſion and 
| diſputes in private families, by reaſon that molt of the ſaid annui- 
ties 
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ties had been ſettled for portions, jointures, and t he like.“ Then 
Mr. Robert Mr. Walpole, in anſwer to this, declared, That there never had 
Walpele. been a deſign to uſe any compulſion with relation to annuities ; 
that, indeed, an alternative might be offered to the proprietors of 
them, but that it ſhould be in their choice either to accept or refuſe 
it; and as for ſuch funds as were redeemable, that nothing ſhuuld 
be propoſed that did not entirely conſiſt with juſtice and public 
Mr. Aiſtabie. faith. Mr. Aiſlabie took alic that occaſion to explain ſome 
expreſſions he uſed, in the debate of the 5th inſtant, in re- 
lation to the Bank of England, which ad been conſtrued a- 
miſs; owning, that they had ſupported the government in the 
moſt difficalt exigencies ; and that in his opinion, if any thing 
ought to remain untouched, it ſhould be the Bank.“ After a de- 
bate of about two hours, it was reſolved to confider farther of the 

ſupply, in a grand committee, on the 13th of March. 
arch . The houſe agreed to the reſolutions of the committee 
on the ſupply ; ſo that the money already voted amounted to above 

two millions. | 
March 23. It was ordered, That the committee of the whole 
The Com- houſe, to 3 * the land- tax bill is committed, have power to re- 
mons reſolve ceive a clauſe to transfer to the regiſter appointed to be kept by 
to allow 57. the ſaid act, all the loans which have been made upon the reſolu- 
on = bor tion of the houſe on the 5th inſtant, to be repaid w th intereſt, not 
— 1 exceeding 5 J. per cent. per annum. On which laſt reſolution, the 
x whole loan of 600,000 J. was immediately filled up. 


g | March 12. 1717. 
Sir W. Wyndham moves for Dr. Snape to preach be- 
fore the houſe on the 29th of May. Debate thereon. 
[Vide Vol. VII] | 


Warm debate atoſe on'a very odd occaſion. Sir Villian 

Wyndham having moved, That Dr. Snape be deſired to 

preach before the houſe at St. Margaret's; ' Weſtminſter, upon the 

Air. Siegen. 20th of May, He was ſeconded by Mr. Shi ppen, and backed by 
Mr. Horace all the members who had lately _— their employments. Mr. 
Walpole, Horatio Walpole, who ſpoke firſt after Mr. Shipper, ſaid, * That 
it was unuſual, on ſuch occaſions, to put the negative on any man, 

whom a member of that houſe had thought fit to name ; and that 

Dr. Snapewas not only a perſon of merit and great learning, but had 

Mr. Robert likewile the honour to be one of his Majeſty's chaplains,” Mr. Ro. 
Walpole, bert Malpole ſaid, * That he knew Dr. Snape to be a very learned 
and a very honeſt man: That he had not only entruſted him with 

the education of his own children, bat had alſo recommended the 

ſons of the Duke of Devonſhire and Lord Townſhend to his care; 

and therefore he could not but think, 'that he might be truſted 

with . a ſermon” before that aſſembly.” Lechmere 

Mr. Lechmere oppoſed them, and ſaid, That he could not but wonder, that 


a member who had been one of the managers againſt Dr. — 
verel, 
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1 verel, ſhould now ſpeak in behalf of a divine who had aſſerted 
] the ſame notions of paſſive obedience and non-refiltance, for which 
; the other had been proſecuted, and who had lately attack'd a ftre- 
f nuous and worthy champion of the revolution and proteſlant ſuc- 
e ceſhon.” Mr. Aiflabie anſwered, * That he gave his vote to Dr. Mr, Aiflabie, 
d dnape, becauſe he looked upon him as a learned and honeſt man: 
c And as for having written againſt the mg of Bangor's [Dr. 
E Hoadley] ſermon, he did not think it a ſufficient reaſon to put 
* upon him a negative, Which would be prejudging of a contro- 
* verly that did not properly belong to their cognizance.” The 


e Lord Guernſey alſo ſpoke in behalt of Dr. Snape; and Mr. Hun- Ld.Guernſey, 
8 gerford laid, That af the court had not interpoſed, the Doctor Mr. Hunger- 
might have ſhewn the Biſhop fine ſport; but that the King hav-Vrd. 

e ing ordered his miniſters to disband part of the army, they had, 
by wiſtake, disbanded the convocation.” Sir William Wyndham's 
ee motion being thus ftrougiy ſupported, and Mr. Lechmere being 
ve b: ked only by Sir Jeſeph Fekyll, Mr. Boſcau en, Mr. Treby, and Sir Foſepb 
a fe more, the queſtion was put, and carried in the affirmative, by 8 
le 141 Voices againſt 131; and Sir William Wyadham and Mr. nunc * 
0 Shippen were ordered to acquaint Dr. Snape with the deſire of the Mr. Treby, 
* houſe. | 


u- February 1. 1721-22. 
ot Sir John Cope charges Mr. Baron Page with endea 
vouring to corrupt the borough of Banbury. 

[ Vide Vol. VIII.] 


| IR John Cope Bart. member for Tawiftock, charged Sir Francis 
oe Paze, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, with endeavour- 
n. ing to corrupt the Borough of Baibury in the county of Oxon, in 
order to procure Sir William Codrington to be choſen a repreſenta- 
tive for the ſaid Borough in the enſuing election The ſum of Debate 
am this charge was, That Mr. Baron Page had not only offered to thereon- 
| to IF the ſaid Corporation to forgive them fix or {even hundred pounds 
the WU they owed him for their new charter, but likewiſe to give them 
by II another large ſum in ready money; which Sir John Cope having 
offered to prove by undeniable evidence, ſet the whole houſe into 
hat a flame; and ſome members were for cenſuring the Baron imme- 
an, WW diately ; but Mr. Robert Walpole moderated that heat, repreſent- 
hat ing. That it was unreaſonable to arraign, condemn, and cenſure 
had a man, eſpecially one in ſo eminent a ſtation, before they heard 
what he had to ſay in his own vindication ; and beſides, that it 
ned would look like prejudging the merits of the election of that bo- 
vith W rough ; and therefore he was of opinion, they ought not to take 
the ¶ any notice of that complaint until the election was over, and then, 
re 5 if any thing of that nature appeared, the houſe — proceed to 
ted WW cenſure as they ſhould think fit.” He was ſupported by ſeveral o- 
nere ther members of the court-party, who all g » © That when 
that WW they ſhould hear what Mr. Baron Page had to {ay for himſelf, the 
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matter might appear quite otherwiſe ; and "that the gentleman 
who accuſed him, might be either miſinformed or impoſed upon.” 
Hereupon the matter of the ſaid charge was ordered to be heard 
at the bar of the houſe the 13th, Then in a committee of the 
- Debats on Whole houſe, the Commons went upon the bill, For better ſecuring 
the bill For the frecdum of elections of members to ſerve for the Commons in Par- 
ſecuring the liament; upon which there were great debates about ſeveral 
Freedom of clauſes that were offered to be inſerted in the bill: One of them 
nc was, that no officer of the cuſtoms or exciſe, ſhould have any vote 
at any election for Parliament-men ; which was ſtrenucully oppoſ- 
ed by the court-party, as taking away from the {aid officers their 
birth-right, as Exgliſomen and Freeholders ; ſo that after ſome 
2 made on both ſides, the NN were contented t9 
rop that clauſe. Another was propoſed, importing, That no 
perion who did not pay ſcot and lot, ſhould have a vote in a cor- 
poration. But this was alſo oppoſed by the courtiers, who urged, 
© That it had already been adjudged, at committees of elections, 
and agreed to by the houſe, in ſeveral caſes, that ſuch perſons, in 
ſome places, ſhould have no votes; and that in other places they 
ſhould be allowed to vote, provided they did not receive alms from 
the pariſh.” The other. party, in order to give the bill a more 
ealy paſſage, did not think fit to inſiſt upon this ſecond clauſe 
neit her; and ſo the bill was gone through, and ordered to be re- 

ported on the th. 
The houſe Feb, 2. The houſe ordered, That the complaint made the day 


— Cope Bart. and Mr. Baron Page be heard at the bar of this houſe 


their counſel. 


The bill, For Feb, 7. The engroſſed bill, For better ſecuring the freedom if 


paſſes. 13th, 2 . , 
Farther pro- Feb. 13. The houſe went upon the complaint of Sir John Cope 


ceedings on Bart. againſt Mr. Baron Page, for endeavouring to corrupt ſeve- 
the com- ral of the leading members of the Corporation of Banbury againſt 
— of Sir the next election; and to aggravate the matter, Sir John Copeac- 
id kin, quai ſe, that he was informed that ſome of bis evi- 
Szainſt Mr. quainted the houſe, that he was informed that ſome of his evi 
Baron Page, dences had been tamper'd with; and that there was one Mr. Gre. 
gory at the door, who could give the houſe an account thereof, 

Mr. Gregory having thereupon been call'd in, and examin'd, Sir 

Jobn Cope moved, That the matter of the ſaid charge might be 

referred to the conſideration of a committee upon oath. But this 

was oppoſed by the courtiers, who urged, That the ſaid complaint 

was already ordered to be heard at the bar of this houſe this day ; 

and the queſtion being put, that the hearing the matter of the 

ſaid charge at the bar of this houſe be diſcharged, it was carried 

in the negative by 176 voices againſt 135. Then Sir John Coft 

moved, and the queſtion was propoſed, That the witneſſes — 
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4 be examined in the matter of this charge, be examined at the bar of 
, this houſe in the moſt ſolemn manner ; but the previous queſtion 
d being put, that the queſtion be now put, it 2 in the negative 
* by 144 votes againſt 142. Then the Counſel for Mr. Baron Page be- 


9 ing called in, and the charge of Sir John Cope againſt him read, 


Ln the Mayor of Banbury, and other witneſſes were called in, and 
examined by Sir John Cope ; after which the Counſel for Mr. Ba- 
* ron Page was heard, and a witneſs examined. The witneſſes for 


te Sir John Cope declared, © That Mr. Baron Page being with Sir A. 
51 dolphus A and Sir William Codrington, in the town-hall at 
ir Banbury, Mr. Baron Page called the Mayor and two or three of 


* the Aldermen into another room, and diſcourſing with them about 
o a perſon to be ſet up at the next election to repreſent the Corpo- 
no ration, he propoſed to them Sir William Codrington. That they 
r- anſwered, They would be very glad to accept one of his recom- 
ed, mendation; but added, that moſt other Corporations made a con- 
* fiderable advantage of their elections; and they knew no reaſon 
in W why they ſhould not do it as well as their neighbours ; that they 
ey wanted to have their ftreets paved, an augmentation to their vi- 


om carage, and a ſchool to be built ; which the Corporation not be- 
ore ing able to do of themſelves, their ſtock being very low, they 
ole therefore expected, that the perſon who ſhould be choſen ſhouid 
re- be at that expence,which, in all, might amount to 590/7. or 600 J. 
That thereupon the Baron told them, he did not expect ſuch an 
day Y anſwer; that they knew he had been very kind to the Corpora- 
put tion, and had been at a great charge, no leſs than 600 J or 700 J. to 
e W procure them a new charter; that he never intended to ask that 
duſe money of them, and if they would order a releaſe for it to be 
drawn up, he would readily ſign it, which he did accordingly on 
„che 22d of December laſt. That this was all that paſſed then; 
rde, MW but that the Baron came afterwards to them, and offered them 
the M firſt 100 J. and then came up to 500 J. It being late, the houfe 
adjourned the farther hearing of that matter to the next day. 
Cope Feb. 14. Atter the farther examining of witneſles, and hearing 
ere. of Mr. Baron Page's Counſel, a motion being made, and the The houſe 
ain gore put, that it appeared to this houſe, that Sir Toba Cope reſolve that 
rt. had made good his charge againſt Sir Francis Page one of the Sit be 


A Barons of his Majeſty's Exchequer, it was, after a long deba Cope had not 
eV1 geit quer, , er a ebate, 

Gre- carried in the negative, by 128 votes only againſt 1 24. K | —— 
reof, April 27. 1723. Mr. Lowndes preſented to the houſe a bill, For againft Mr, 
„ Sir ſying a tax upon Papifts ; which was read the firlt time, and or- Baron Page. 
t be dered to be read a ſecond time on the 3d of May. 

this May 3. The above bill was read a ſecond time, and commit- A bill for 
laint ted to a Committee of the whole houſe, * laying a tax 
day; May 6. The Commons being in a grand Committee on the bill, upon Papifts 


F the For laying a tax on Papiſis, Mr. Lutwyche ſpoke againk the ſaid tead twice. 
-ried dill as follows : | 


es to My, 
be 
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Mr. Speaker, 

The gentlemen, who have ſpoke in favour of this bill, have 
© urged, That ſince the happy revolution the Roman-Catholics 
© have been more or leſs concerned in every conſpiracy againſt the 
government; ſo that if they did not ſnew themſelves in the late 
« conſpiracy, it was out of prudence, and not for want of zeal for 
© the Pretender's cauſe. They will not allow, that it is liable to 
the objection of not being ſupported with particular facts, but ſay, 
with great probability, That the Roman-Catholics have made 
large contributions here at home, to ſend to the Pretender and 


a his adherents abroad: And if they are in a capacity of ſupply- 


ing the neceſſities of their friends abroad, it is but very reaſon- 
© able for them contribute to the defraying an expence they have, 
©* in a great meaſure, occaſioned at home.” 

Upon this general way of reaſoning, this bill for raiſing a 
hundred thouſand pounds upon the Roman-Catholics has been 
formed; and a general charge of this kind may be a ſufficient 
«* ground-work. for a preamble to the bill; but the enacting par: 
« ought to be ſupported with particular facts plainly proved, other. 
« wite we may involve innocent perſons in a puniſhment only due to 
* the guilty. And though the legiſlature hath ſometimes gone up- 
on the notoriety of the fact, it is to be hoped, that this method 
may be but ſeldom taken, where the life or fortune of any ſubject 
is in queſtion ; nothing being more uncertain than hearſay, con- 
« jeQture and forced conitructions ; which the law has wiſely pro- 
© vided againſt, by aſcertaining fixed rules to direct the judgment 
of the inferior courts of juſtice. 

It is likewiſe given, as a political reaſon for paſſing of thi: 
bill, That raiſing this hundred thouſand pounds upon the Ro- 
© man-Catholics will deter the Jacobites abroad from entering up- 
on ſuch raſhenterprizes, when they find that their friends here 
© in England are to ſuffer for the diſturbance they give us: And it 
© will alſo ſhew them, that the nation can put itſelf in a ſtate of ſe- 
© curity without burthening the ſubject; which has been one of 
© thechief views of the conſpirators, to add fewel to the diſcontent; 
of the people. But if none of theſe arguments ſhould prevail; 
* if the notoriety of the fact does not convince ; nay, if the great- 
* eſt probability of the Roman-Catholics ſending money abroad can 
© meet with no credit; the legiſlature, ſay they, is highly juſtify'd 
in paſling this law for raiſing an hundred thouſand pounds upon 
© the Roman-Catholics : ſince by the laws now in being, as by 
the acts of Queen Elizabeth, the firſt 'of King George, &c. the 
© Roman-Catholics are ſubje& to three times greater forſeitures 
than this tax will amount to: And that the raiſing of this hun- 
© dred thouſand pounds is a mitigation of the ſeverity of the law; 
and fo far from being reckoned a hardſhip done them, it ought 
to be conſidered an indulgence in the government. 

© I have here thrown together ſome of the reaſons which have 
© been given for paſling this bill; I think thoſe I have mentioned, 
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* are what ſeem'd to me to make the greateſt impreſſion upon the 
* houſe, when this macter was firſt debated. Theſe reaſons were 
* likewiſe enforced by a gentleman, (Mr. R. Walpole) whoſe opi- 
nion is jultly eſteemed in all parliamentary conſiderations, I will 
now mention the objections which occur to me againſt the paſ- 
* ſing of this bill. 
In aniwer to the general ſurmiſe of the Roman-Catholics diſ- 
* affection to the government, I can't help obſerving, that this ge- 
* neral charge neither can, nor ought to affect any particular per- 
« ſon, without oof of ſome particular fact alledged againſt him: 
And it would be che higheſt injuſtice to make one man ſuffer for 
the crime of another. The Jaw tuppoſing it incumbent upon eve- 
* ry man to be accountable for his own actions, doth not require 
what is not in any man's power to be anſwerable for another; and 
I think I may affirm with great certainty, that in no one inſtance 
* the laws have adjudged a penalty upon one man for the crime of 
another: for though in the caſe of high treaſon, the blood being 
attainted, a ſon does not attain the honours which would have de- 
* ſcended to him, if his fatner had not been guilty of treaſon ; yet 
in that cale a man does only forfeit a fee- ſimple eſtate, and the 
income of an eſtate veſted in him during his natural life : But the 
* higheſt crimes and miſdemeanors can't avoid a ſettlement, to the 
* prejudice of an innocent perſon. 
* 1 the rather inſiſt upon the unreaſonableneſs of puniſhing one 
* man for the crime of another, to ſhew the abſurdity of amaxim 
* Which is laid down for a certain doctrine, That becauſe ſome of 
* theRoman-Catholics are ſuſpeQed to have been concerned in the 
* late conſpiracy, therefore the whole body of theRoman-Catholics 
* mult equally bear the burden of a tax, which ſome of them are 
* only alledged to have made neceſſary. I would not be thought to 
be an advocate for the Roman-Catholics, any farther than com- 
* mon juſtice requires; but I muſt appeal to every one who has 
read the report of the Committee appointed to examine Layer, 
* Whether it appears there that the — Catholics in general 
* are N, in the conſpiracy ? Or, whether any mention is 
made in the report of any one Roman · Catholic of conſequence, 
* except a noble Duke, {the Duke of Norfolk) to whom a letter is 
ſuppoſed to be writ, intimating as if he knew of the deſigns car- 
ry ing on? How. unjuſt} then would it be, if the ſuſpicion of this 
great man's being engaged in traitorous practices, at the hazard 
* of his life and fortune, ſhould give occaſion to the inflicting the 
| ſevereft penalties upon many innocent families, who neither wiſh 
, 1 can hope to better their fortune, by any revolution of af- 
* fairs, | 
* I think, Sir, I have fully anſwered what has been ſaid for 
* paſſing the bill, upon the general head of diſaffection; but one 
* thing more I will add, That if you impoſe this tax upon the Ro- 
* man-Catholics, upon a general allegation, That their religion 
maintains principles inconſiſtent with the welfare of the go- 
| © vernment, 
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« vernment,” you puniſh them for the cauſe of their religion. 
And for my own part, [look upon perſecution to be a doctrine 
« odious in itſelf, highly reflecting upon the honour of Parliament, 
and greatly __— upon the freedom of the ſubject. Nor 


would I have his Majeſty's mild and gracious reign blemiſhed 
with ſuch a mercileſs act of the legiſlature, which muſt neceſſa- 
« rily confirm the obſtinate in their errors, and entirely alienate the 
6 oF-Qions of the well-diſpoſed Roman-Catholics. 
We are likewiſe told, That the raiſing this hundred thou- 
« ſand pounds upon the Roman Catholics is done out of a politi- 
cal reaſon, to deter the Jacobites abroad from entering upon 
< ſuch raſh enterprizes, by making their friends here in Eng and 
pay the expence which the nation finds neceſſary for its own ſe- 
«* curity. As this is a matter merely of ſpeculation, and as there 
is no certain rule to go by to know what will be the conſequence 
of raiſing ſuch a tax, I will venture to give my conjectures upon 
this head. 1 do imagine, that as the Pretender's ſcheme is unjuſt 
in itſelf, it can be formed upon no better hopes than the diſcontents 
of the people; and the more room there is for complaint, the bet- 
ter proſpect he has of ſucceſs: And if it does happen that theſe 
complaints are well-grounded, as were the loſſes the people ſut- 
« fered in the South-Sea, then in ſuch like caſe, how much indu- 
© firy is uſed by theJacobites to aggravate the national grievances, 
and to impute every miſchance to the ill conduct of the govern. 
ment. I am afraid, if the Roman-Catholics ſhould be thus hea- 
« vily tax d; if their peaceable and quiet behaviour does not intitle 
them to the common «pe of the government ; nay, if they 
are more hardly uſed by not having been concerned than when 
© they were actually engaged in rebellion; I ſay, I am afraid they 
© will embrace any opportunity to free themſelves from ſuch into- 
* lerable burdens, thinking under no form of government they 
© can receive worle treatment, 

I ſhall next conſider the ground-work of this whole bill, viz. 
The raiſing one hundred thouſand pounds upon the Roman-Ca- 
© tholics, in lieu of certain forfeitures they have incurred by ſe e- 
* ral ass of Parliament now in being. And by ſtating the balance 
* betwixt theRoman-Catholics and the Government, it is pretend- 
ed. That the ſum now demanded of the Roman-Catholics, falls 
* far ſhort of what is due to the government, if all their ſorfeitures 
* were 1 exacted. I am very ready to grant that the 
« Roman-Catholics have incurred ſeveral forfeitures : But I think 
the queſtion at preſent is, Whether it is neceſlary at this time, 
« for the ſecurity of the government, to take advantage of tho 
* forfeitures ? For if there is not ſome particular reaſon — Why 


you ought to exact them more at this time than another, you may 
vit equal juſtice raiſe one hundred thouſand pounds the next year 
upon theRoman-Catholics ; and ſo on, whenever the government 
* ſhall ſtand in need of ſuch a fund. But ſurely it is not ſufficient 
* to ſay, becauſe the Roman-Catholics have incurred ſeveral forf:i- 
WS hy tures, 


ament 
ficient 
forfel- 

ture, 


A, 1723. KAPPEN DIX. 


* tures, that therefore you will take ad vantage of them: For the 
plain anſwer to that is, Why do you do it now? And, Why have 
0 Yu not done it before ? It is here neceſlary to obſerve, That 
« when the legiſlacure paſs'd this law, to ſubject the Roman-Catho- 
lies to the for feiture of two thirds of their eſtates, this law was 
© rather made intentionally to keep the Roman-Catholics in ſub. 
* jetion to the 3 than with any deſign of having it put 
* in execution. For otherwile I dare ſay, ſo many adminiſtratiors, 
* who are the executive part of the law,could never have thus long 
* diſpens'd with their duty. 

© If we look back as far as the reformation, we ſhall find, that 
the Roman-Catholics were never more numerous, never more 
* powerful than at the revolution, juſt upon King Fames's abdi- 
cation. Then all means had been us d to propogate popery ; 
men of that perſuaſion were put into places of profit and truſt ; 
© the army was fill'd with Roman-Catholics, and it was generally 
thought that the nation was _ to take upon them the drudgery 
© of the Roman yoke, When King Villiam came to the crown, 
he was warmly told of the dangers of popery ; that as there 
were ſevere laws againſt the Roman-Catholics, they ought to be 
put in execution: That the Roman-Catholics held correſpon- 
* dence, and were carrying on plots and contrivances with King 
Janes, then in France, who, as he had an undoubted title to 
the crown, was ſupported by one of the moſt powerful princes 
in Europe. Then the competition for the crown was great] 
* different from the wild and extravagant 8 of a — 
* fugitive, fled to Rome for ſanctuary, after having bees turn'd 
out of moſt of the courts of Europe. But King William, who 
© was a wiſe and juſt Prince, and knew that no free tate could 
long ſubſiſt, but in doing * and impartial juſtice, would not 
content to the putting thoſe laws in execution againſt the Ro- 
© man-Catholics, which he knew amounted to no leſs than a per- 
* ſecution. However, the King, to gratify the fears of thoſe a- 
bout him, Who were continually poſſeſſing him with the dan- 
gers of popery, order'd an exact account to be taken of the 
* conformitts, non-conformiſts, and papiſts in E 1 to ſee 
what proportion there was be:wixt the papiſts and proteſtants; 
and upon an exact ſcrutiny, the account was found to ſtand 
thus: One hundred and ſeventy- nine conformiſts, wiz. thoſe of 
* theeſtabliſh'd church, to one papiſt; beſides presbyterians, qua- 
© kers, independents, and all other proteſtant diſſenters. 

If the Roam Culialice were, at the beginning of the Re- 
volution, but a handful of people; if all the encouragement given 
to them by King James could not enable them to maintain aKiog 
*of their own religion upon the throne, what have we now to a 
* prehend. from them? Since many of them have followed the 


fate of King James, and ſeveral of them have conform'd to the 


church of England: So that we may reaſonably conclude, that 
the number of Roman-Catholics is one third leis than they were 
Vor. X. I 3 © when 
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when King Villiam came to the crown. Andl beg leave here to 
* obſerve a notion, which has long prevail'd, That the liberties 
of England can never be in danger, but by the Roman-Catho- 
* lics. Indeed, one would have imagin'd that experience would 
have exploded this opinion, fince there is nothing more certain 
© than if all the Proteſtants were united, no Power upon earth could 
© hurt us. The conteſt does not lie betwixt the Proteſtant and Ro- 
man- Catholic religion: Our diviſions are not occaſion'd by the 
© increafe of popery, but it is obvious to every man unconcern'd in 
the diſpute, how the leaders of each party promote their own 
© mercenary ends, by poſſeſſing their followers with unneceſſary 
fears and groundleſs jealoufies,” 
I muſt own, beſides the injuſtice of paſſing ſuch a law, I am 
© mov'd with compaſſion to my fellow-tubjets, whoſe condition 
« muſt be very deplorable, if this bill ſhould paſs into a law, 
© I would inſtance in the cafe of @ gentleman of a thou- 
« ſand pounds per annuum, Who pays five hundred pounds per an- 
num — : He muſt pay double taxes, which at preſent 
* amounting to four ſhillings in the pound, comes to two hundred 
pounds a year, out of his thouſand pounds a year: He muſt like- 
* wiſe pay his propbrtion of this hundred thouſand pounds, which 
© at a moderate computation, will be five ſhillings in the pound, 
* which is two hundred and oy more to be added to the 
«© deduction out of his eſtate: What then will a gentleman of a 
© thouſand pounds per annum have to live upon? It is ſaid in an- 
* {wer to this, That the Roman-Catholics do not pay more taxes, 
in ſeveral places, than the Proteſtants, But ſuppoſe it were true, 
© that they now pay no more than two ſhillings in the pound, the 
© caſe of this gentleman will be till very much to be lamented; 
and inſtead of paying nine hundred and fifty pounds, he will 
© pay eight hundred and fifty pounds out of his eſtate. I have 
© mention'd this particular caſe, to ſhew the unreaſonable ſeverity 
© of this tax; but I dare ſay, many more inſtances might be 
given of the like nature. 
I can't help being a little ſurpriz d, that thoſe gentlemen who 
© are ſo well acquainted with the circumſtances of our affairs a- 
© broad, did not conſider, before they brought in this bill upon 
© the Roman Catholics, that his Majeſty's allies would certainly 
© interpoſe in their behalf: And if upon a refuſal to act the 
© friendly part, our proteſtant brethren. abroad ſhould be more ſe- 
« yerely dealt with, we ſhould in vain complain of the breach of 
© treaties and of the laws of the empire, when we have broke 
through the common ties of humanity. 
© I know no better rule of government, than to puniſh the guil- 
© ty, and protect the innocent; neither the one can complain of 
© hard uſage, tho' he may be pitied, nor will the other wiſh for a 
change of that government, which defends him from the op- 
* preſſion of wicked and ill · deſigning men. But to puniſh a body 
of people, whom, before the report was made, you ſuſpecicd 
| 7 
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to becriminally concern'd in the conſpiracy ; and whom, upon 
* enquiry, you find to be innocent in every particular ſuggeition 
* alledged againſt them, do not take to be the means of convincing 
the world of the impartiality of our proceedings. 

I find great ſtreſs laid upon the Roman-Catholics ſending mo- 
© ney to the Pretender, and his adherents abroad; a fact ſo con- 
« fidently afſirm'd, that one would expect ſome better proof of it 
* than a general aſſertion; and yet I have never heard one ſingle 
« inſtance given to convince me of the truth of this aſſertion, Con- 
* ſfidering the great vigilance of the miniltry, who have been 
* able to diſcover the moſt ſubtle contrivances in carrying on this 
© conſpiracy, it appears to me very unlikely, if the Roman-Ca- 
* tholics had made any confiderable remittances abroad, that they 
* ſhould have eſcap'd the notice of the government, I would fain 
* know how comes this notion of the Roman - Catholics ſending 
money abroad; and why they are more zealous for the Pretend- 
* er's cauſe, than the reſt of the Jacobites? If it is an equal con- 
* tribution among the Jacobites, it ought to be an equal tax up- 
* on the non- jurors, and every man who has paid his quota, as 
well as upon the Roman-Catholics. But to ſingle out one ſer 
* of men from the herd of the Jacobites; and upon mere ſuppoſi- 
tion, to inflict the ſevereſt penalties upon them, is an act no 
* ways agreeable to the juſt and equitable proceedings of Parlia- 
ment. For which reaſons I am againſt this bill,” 


Mr. Lutwyche was ſupported by Mr. Ve. Lord Gage, and Mr Wes. 
Mr. Thompſon, member tor York; Mr. Trenchard, in particular Lord Gage, 
declared, That he thought it very unrealonabie, that the papiſts — 55 
© ſhould bear the whole burden of this tax, when there were ſo OE r 
© many Jacobites who had contributed as much to the raiſing eee 
public diſturbances as the papilts themſelves; and therefore he that the non- 
moved, That the non - jurors ought to be included in the ſaid jurors be in- 
tax intended to be raiſed upon papiſts. Accordingly, after ſome cluded in the 
debate, the committee came to the following reſolution, wiz. 8 
That towards raiſing the ſum of 100,000 J. granted to his Ma- wok e 
« jeſty, towards reimburſing to the public the great expences Ge- js agreed the 
* caſion'd by the late rebellions and diſorders, to be rais'd and le- 
© vied upon the real and perſonal eſtates of all papiſts, an equal 
rate and proportion be rais'd and levied upon the real and perſo- 
nal eſtates — other perſon, being of the age of eighteen 
years or upwards, not having taken the oaths of ſupremacy and 
* allegiance, and the abjuration oath, who ſhall upon due ſum- 

* mons neglect or refuſe to take the fame.” This reiolution be- 
ing the next day reported by Mr. Farrer, a motion was made 
— the queſtion put, That the ſaid reſolution be recommitted, 
but it was carried in the negative.“ Then it was reſolv'd, That 
© the houſe do agree with the commircee, and order'd, That 
© there be an inſtruction to the committee of the whole houſe to 
© alter and amend the bill, For laying a tax on all Papiſls, purſu- 
© ant to the ſaid reſolution.” 

Iiz May 
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The Com- May 11. The Commons, in a committee of the whole houſe, 
mons, in 2 made a farther progreſs in the bill, For /aying a tax upon Papiſts ; 
grand Com” and a motion being made by Mr. Lutwyche for a clauſe for includ- 
—_— for ing the 2 and non- jurors in Scotland, in the tax intended to 
including the papiſts and non- jurors in England, it was carried in the affirmative 
Scots papiſts be laid on by a majority of five voices only. 
and non. u- May 14. Mr. Farrer reported the amendments the committee 
| 421 _ had made to the bill, which were agreed to, except the clauſe a- 
Debate con- bove mentioned; upon which a debate ariſing, Lord Gage and 
cerning the Mr. Hutcheſon inſiſted upon the equitableneſs of the ſaid clauſe, 
ſaid clauſe and Sir Foſeph Fekyll ſaid thereupon, * That he knew no reaſon 
upon its being. why the Scots ſhould be excus'd from paying their proportion of 
meporied'e, this extraordinary tax, unleſs it was, becauſe forty-five Scots 
a repreſentatives in that houſe always voted as they were directed: 
Mr. Els be. But if that was the reaſon, it was to be fear d, leaſt Cornwal!, 
for. which ſends up almoſt an equal number of members, might, 
S 7-4y/,,* upon the ſame conſideration, claim an exemption from taxes,” 
Mr. U- But Mr. Robert Walpole having repreſented, That the names and 
pole. real eſtates of the Scots papiſts and non- jurors not being regiſter'd, 
| it was impoſſible to aſcertain their proportion of this tax, he was 
he above ſupported by moſt of the courtiers ; and the queſtion being put, 
clauſe reject- T uat the ſaid clauſe be made part of the bill, it was carried in the 
od, and a bill negative, by 178 votes againſt 170; and then ſome other amend- 
order'd for ments being made by the houſe to the bill, it was order'd ro be 
regiſtring the engrols'd. However, two days after, a bill was order'd to be 
2 17 brought in, to oblige all papiſts and non jurors in Sce- land, to re- 
cots papiſts , 
and non-ju- giſter their names and real eſtates; which was accordingly 
rors, which brought in, and had an eaſy _— through both houſes, 
paſſes the May 17. The 48 bill, For laying a tax upon papiſis and 
Houſe, non. jurors in England, was paſs'd, and ſent up to the Lords. 
The bill, Far 11, 27. The King came to the houſe of Peers with the uſual 
2 n ſtate, and the Commons attending, their Speaker, upon pre- 
wo aa. ſenting the bill, For laying a tax upon Ace and non: jurors, made 
a ſpeech, wherein he ſhew'd the occaſion and neceſſity of that 
The Royal tax, on account of the late horrid and execrable conſpiracy, in which 
aſſent given they had ſo great a ſhare. After this, his Majeſty gave the Roy- 
thereto; and al aſſent to the ſaid bill: Alſo to the bill, Jo oblige all papiſi; 
alſo tothe i Scotland, and non. jurors in Great-Britain, to regifter their name; 
_ N and real eſtates ; To the bills, For infliting pains and penalties or 
7 and che John Plunket, George Kelly, and Dr. Francis Atterbury Lord 
By. of Ro- Biſhop of Rocheſter : Likewiſe to ſeveral other bills, which, as 
ebefter, they were not the ſubject of any SPEECHES or DEBATES, it 
would be foreign to our purpoſe to take notice of here, 
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From the Lox po Y] GazteTTE, of Saturday, 
| March 4, 1726-7. 
0 Whitehall, March 4. 


x HIS day Mr. Inglis, Marſhal and Afiſtant Maſler of the 
; Ceremonies, in the abſence of Sir Clement Cotterel, 
* Matter of the Ceremonies, went by his Majeſty's order to N. 
* ae Palm, the Emperor's refident, and acquainted him, that he 
having, in the audience he had of the King on Thur/ay lait, 
* deliver'd into the hands of his Majeſty a memorial highiy in- 
* jurious to his Majeſty's honour, and the dignity of his crown ; 
in which memorial he has forgot all regard to truth, and the 
reſpect due to his ſacred Majeſty ; and the ſaid memorial being 
* alſo publicly diſpers'd next morning in print, together with a 
letter from the Count de Sinzendorff to him the ſaid Palm, ſtill 
more inſolent and more injurious, if poſſible, than the memori- 
* al; his Majeſty had thereupon commanded him to declare to 
* him the ſaid reſident, Palm, that his Majeſty looked upon him 
no longer as a public miniſter, and requir'd him forthwith to 
* depart out of this kingdom. 

The memorial and the letter above mentioned, are as follow : 


Memorial preſented, in Latin, to the King of Great- 
Britain, by M. de Palm, the Imperial Reſident, 
upon the ſpeech which his Britannic Majeſty made 
to the two houſes of his Parliament, on the +5 of Ja- 

nuary, 1726-7, 


Met Serene and Potent KING, % 

A S ſoon as the ſpeech made by your Majeſty to the Parliament 

of Great Britain now aſſembled, came to the knowledge 
of his Imperial and Catholic Majeſty, my moſt gracious maiter ; 
he was ſtruck with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, that your Majeſty. 
could ſuffer yourſelf to be prevail'd upon to declare from the Roy- 
al Throne, to that moſt renowned nation, in a manner hitherto 
unheard of, as certain and undoubted facts, ſeveral things, ſome 


of which are ſtrain'd in that ſpeech to a wrong ſenſe, tome are 


entirely diſtant from the intentions of his Imperial and Catholic 
Majeſty ; and laſtly, (which affect much more ſenſibly than all 
the reſt) ſome things abſolutely void of all foundation. 

For as to what regards the peace concluded at /7enna with the. 
moſt Serene King of Spain, Who can forbear being aſtoniſhed, 
that this very peace, which is built on the quadruple alliance 
ſigned at London, and other treaties contracted with your Ma- 
jetty, as its ſolid and ſole foundation ; and for the obtaining of 
which peace, your Majeſty, together with your allies, waged ſo 


| bloody, ſo long, and ſo glorious a war, and took yourlelf ſo 


1i 3 much 


485 


1 


ung - et. CI ICT ECP dg me 


TOE . 


— 
4 FIT * 
r 


* 


486 


APPENDIX. A. 1927. 
much pains to roms, ſhould now be alledged by your Majeſty 


as a juſt ground of complaint, and ſhould be made uſe of as a 

retence for theſe thing:, which hitherto your miniſters have 
— doing in all parte, to the great detriment of the Emperor and 
the Empire, and the public tranquillity, and ſnould be repre- 
ſented by your Majeſty to the Britiſe nation, with ſo much ani- 
moſity againſt the Emperor and King of Spain, as a violation 
of treaties. 

After complaining of the peace made at Vienna, complaint is 
likewiſe made cf the treaty of commerce enter'd into with 
Spain, which is calculated to promote the mutual and lawful ad- 
vantages of the ſubjects of both parties, which is agreeable to 
the law of nations, and to the cuſtoms of all people in amity 
with each other; which can in no reſpect be of any prejudice to 
the Briticb nation, whether we regard the ſituation of the coun- 
tries, or the particular nature of the trade, and which is not in 
the leaſt repugnant to the treaties made with Great Britain. So 
that if this treaty be conſidered with a mind free from prejudice, 
and {rom all deſign of inflaming the nation, there will remain 
no pretence to ſay, that this treaty can be grievous or hurtful to 
a nation for which his Imperial Majeſty has the greateſt affection 
and eſteem, and whoſe glorious exploits and important ſuccours 
no time will efface out of his memory. 

The other head of complaint, which contains ſuch things as are 
void cf all foandation, relates principally to that imaginary alli- 
ance which in the ſpeech is called offenſive, and is there ſuppos'd 
to have been made againſt your Majeſty, between the Emperor 
and King of Spain. But it will not only appear how groundleſs 
and frivolous this ſuppoſition is, from the offer lately made by his 
Imperia! and Catholic Majeſty, of entering into a convention, 
De fe mutuo non offendendb, but will be entirely refuted by the con- 
ſileration of the tenor of the rraty of alliance and friendſhip itſelf 
made with the crown of Spain, and communicated in its whole 
extent to your Majeſty when it was proper'; from the words of 
which, whether the leaſt ſhadow or appearance of an offenſive 
— can be drawn, is ſubmitted to the judgment of the whole 
world. 

Another part of the complaint relates to the ſecret articles 
made in favour of the Pretender, whereof your Majeſty aſſerts 
that you have certain and undoubted informations, by which ar- 
ticles it ſhould have been agreed to ſet the Pretender on the 
throne of Great Britain. With whit view, on what motive, and 
to what purpoſe, theſe informations} Wounded on the falſeſt re- 
== were repreſented to the people of Great Britain, is not on- 
y eaſy to be underſtood by his Imperial and Catholic Majeſty, 
but 15 obvious to the meaneſt capacity. But fince the inviolable 
dignity and honour of ſuch great prinees cannot ſuffer that aſſer- 
tions of this nature, intirely unſupported by truth, ſhould be ad- 
vanced ſrom the Royal throne to the whole nation, and to all 

. man- 
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mankind ; his ſacred Imperial and Catholic Majeſty has ex- 
preſly commanded me, that I ſhould declare to your Majeſty, 
and to the whole kingdom of Great Britain, how highly he 
thinks himſelf affronted thereby, ſolemnly affirming, upon his 
imperial word, that there exiſts no ſecret article nor convention 
whatſoever, which contains, or can tend to prove the leaſt tittle 
of what has been alledged. 

But that the ſecret deſigns which lie concealed under a con- 
duct till this time unheard of, may more manifeſtly appear, it 
muſt be obſerv'd, that the time is purpoſely taken for doing this, 
when a negotiation is on foot at Paris, for compoſing the differ- 
ences which have ariſen without any fault of his imperial and 
Catholic Majeſty; which negotiation ſufficiently ſnews how much 
his Imperial and Catholic Majeſty is at all times inclined to peace, 
and to the religious obſervation of his treaties. 

As to what is ſaid of Gibraltar, and concerning the fiege 
thereof, under which in the ſpeech it is inſinuated, as if ſome o- 
ther deliga was concealed ; the hoſtilities notoriouſly committed 
in the Indies, and elſewhere, againſt the King of Spain, in violation 
of treaties, ſeem to have given a very juſt occaſion to the King of 
Spain tor attempting that — But as to the intentions and engage - 
ments of the Emperor upon that article, it is eaſy to ſee what they 
are, by the treaty above mentioned, which has been communicated. 

As te what is ſaid in the laſt place, concerning the Offend 
trade, which the goodneſs of the Catholic King induced him to 
favour, (being bound by no treaty) after he had been apprized 
of the juſt reaſons for the eſtabliſhment of it, various expedients 
for a compoſition have been propoſed, not only at the Hague, 
but even lately at Paris, leſt this harmleſs method of providing 
for the ſecurity of the barrier, ſhould prove an-obſtacle to the 
common friendſhip of neighbouring powers, 

Which things being thus, the injury offered to truth, the ho- 
nour and dignity of his ſacred Imperial and Catholic Majeſty re- 

uire, that they ſhould be expoſed to your Majeſty, to the king- 

om of Great Britain, and to the world. And his ſacred !mpe- 
rial Majeſty demands that reparation which is due to him by all 
manner of right, for the great injuries which have been done him 
by theſe many imputations, 


ALETTER from the Count de Sinzendorf, Chan- 
cellor of the court to his Imperial and Catholic 
Majeſty, ſent to Monſ. de Palm, the Emperor's 
Reſident at the court of Great Britain, dated from 
Vienna zhe 20th of February, 1727. 

I'S Imperial and Catholic Majeſty judges it indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, upon the ſtep which has been lately taken in the 

country where you are, to ſend you in the diſpatch here annex d, 


a memorial, which you are to preſent to the King of Great Bri. 
114 tain, 
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tain, and to publiſh afterwards, that the whole nation may be 
acquainted with it, whilit anſwers are preparing to certain pam- 


ph ets publiſhed before the opening of the Parliament. 


It is eaſy to ſee that tne ipeech was made for no purpoſe, but 
to excite the nation to a rupture, and open war with the Emperor 
and Spain, and to make the Parliament approve the precipitate 
and burthenſome mea{ures which the government has taken for 

rivate ends, but too well known: That not only unwarrantable 
inferences and pretences have been made uſe of, but that manifeſt 
falſhoods have been boldly advanced for indiſputable facts, a pro- 
ceeding never ſeen beſore among powers who ought to reſpect 
each other, when in the moſt flagrant wars; from whence it 
ought to be preſumed, that the King, whoſe ſacred mouth ought 
to be an oracle of truth, muſt have been himſelf abuſed by the 
ſuggeſtions and falſe reports of thoſe, who have the honour to 
polls his confidence; and who think it their intereſt to inflame, 

y theſe means, both the Prince and the nation, for their own 


private views and perſonal preſervation, without any regard to 


the honour of the Majeſty of the throne, or to the evils which 
may reſult from hence to their own country, and to all Europe, 

For theſe purpoſes they eſtabliſh a foundation, and lay down as 
a certain fact, that there is a poſitive article in the treaty of alli- 
ance between the Emperor and the King of Sparn, to place the 
Pretender on the throne of Great Britain, and to invade that 
kingdom with open force; and this they do, a few days after 
the miniſter plenipotentiary of the Catholic King had, before 


his departure from London, in a memorial preſented in the ſacred 


name of his maſter, publicly, and in the moſt authentic man- 
ner, diſavowed theſe imputations, which ſufficiently prove the 
Emperor's diſavowal of the ſame, ſince the pretended article was 
equally imputed to the two powers, and one of them could not 


have ſtipulated any thing in the ſame treaty without the other. 
- Beſides which, it is to be conſider'd, that fix months ago, upon 
the firſt reports of theſe falſe ſuppoſitions, the Emperor and Ling 


of Spain, in order to filence them, propoſed a formal act, de 
non offendends, into which all the allies on one fide and the other 
might enter, and which would effectually have ſecured the 

aceable poſſeſſions of each of the powers contracting. either 
in the treaty of Vienna, or that of Hanover, till ſuch time as it 


had been poſſible by one general treaty to remove and quiet the 


complaints of all ſides : But theſe propoſals were rendered inef- 


fectual, by the ſame views of thoſe perſons, who choſe rather to 


hinder the peaceable effects of theſe juſt deſigns, by attacks and 
open hoſtilities. 

It is further known, and it is even notorious by the ſolemn 
communication made to the King of Great Britain, of the treaty 
of peace concluded at Vienna, between the Emperor and King of 
« that the treaty of the quadruple alliance, made at London 


e zd of Auguſt, 1718, has been laid down as the iE 
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baſis of their peace; and that all the articles of this quadruple 
alliance are therein confirmed and corroborated, as if they had 
been inſerted anew : How then can it be ſuppoſed, and even given 
out as a matter of fact, that by another ſecret treaty, ſigned on 
the ſame day, conditions have been eſtabliſhed, and engagements 
taken entirely repugnant to the {ame ? 

Such a thing cannot be advanced, without inſulting and injur- 
ing, in the moſt outrageous manner, the Majeſty of the two con- 
tracting powers, who have a right to demand a ſignal reparation 
and fatisfaftion proportioned to the enormity of the affront, 
which equally intereſts their honour, and that faith which cught 
always to be reſpected among ſovereign Princes. 

But if thoſe who endeavour to avail themſelves of ſuch feign- 
ed recriminations, and to excuſe themſelves from the blame 
which their raſh and turbulent meaſures, deſerve, imagine that 
this unjuſtifiable conduct may at laſt oblige the Emperor and 
King of Spain, to repel force by force, and to defend themſelves 
by all thoſe means which God has put into their hands, from the 
miſchiefs with which they are threatened, and from the inſults 
and attacks which have been actually made uſe of againſt them, fo 
far that it has been even attempted to engage the Ottoman Porte 
in theſe unparallelled deſigns; at leaſt, ought they not to publiſh as 
antecedent facts, thoſe things which they have reaſon to appre- 
hend may be the conſequence of a war, into which they will 
have forced theſe two powers to enter in their own juſt defence ? 

The Emperor and King of Spain hope however from the di- 
vine goodneſs, and from the wiſdom of pertons leſs prejudiced, 
and leſs paſſionate, that more mature and ſerious reflections will 
be made, in order to reſtore amicably the public tranquillity, and 
to ſave all Europe from the misfortunes of a war, ſtirred up by 
motives ſo trifling and groundleſs, which can tend to nothing but 
the deſtruction of the ſubject, of his eſtate, and of his commerce. 

Their majeſties, the Emperor and the King of Spain, ardent- 
ly deſi e the bleſſing of peace, and to obſerve their treaties with 
all their allies, with the ſtricteſt fidelity: But as a mutual con- 
tract can ſubſiſt no longer on one ſide, than while it remains un- 
broken on the other; the evil conſequences of a rupture, if that 
ſhould happen, ought to be imputed to thoſe alone who have 
been the authors of thoſe infractions. 

I have the Emperor's expreſs order to write this to you in his 
name, that you may be able to deſtroy the falſhoods and ca- 
lumnies wuich have been charged on the high contracting parties 
of che treaty of Vienna, who have no other view, but that of 
making peace between themſelves, without hurting any one elſe. 


J am, &c 
SIN ZEN DoRF. 


March 


490 


Debate 
thereon. 


APPENDIX. A. 1727. 


March 8, 1726-7. 

Lord Fitz williams takes notice of an abuſtve Memori- 
al being preſented to the King, by the Emperor's 
Miniſter, and moves for the ſame to be laid before 
the bouſe. 


2 RD Fitzwilliams member for Peterborough, took notice, 
That on the 2d inſtant Monſieur 4e Palm, the Emperor's 
* Reſident, in an audience he had of the King, delivered into 
the hands of his Majeſty, a memorial in Latin, couch'd in a 
very indecent and injurious ſtyle, altogether unuſual, and very 
unbecoming the Majeſty of crowned heads; and to add to the indig- 
© nity, that che ſaid memorial was the next day publickly diſper- 
* ſed, and that printed copies of tranſlations of it, one in Eng- 
© /ifp, the other in French, had been ſent to ſeveral members of 
both houſes of Parliament, Aldermen of London, and other per- 
« ſons, together with a tranſlation in the ſame languages, of a 
© letter from the Count de Sinzendorf, to M. de Palm, wherein 
© that Reſident was ordered. To preſent the ſaid memorial, 
e firſt to the King of Great Britain, and afterwards to publiſh ic 
sto the whole nation.” His Lordſhip added. That this ap- 
* peal from a foreign power to the people of Great Britain, a- 
* gainſt their lawful Sovereign, was ſo unprecedented, and ſo 
great an inſult upon the Crown of Great Britain, and on his 
* Majeſty's ſacred perſon, that he thought the houſe ought to re- 
© ſent it in the moſt lively manner; and thereupon he mov'd, that 
an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would 
© be gracioully pleaſed to give directions, that the ſaid memorial 
© preſented to his Majeſty by Monſieur de Palm, the Imperial 
© Reſident, might be laid before the houſe.” And being ſeconded 
by — Gilbert Heathcote, the ſaid addreſs was ordered to be pre- 
ented. 

March 10. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Majeſty's command, laid 
a copy of Monfieur de Pam's memorial before the houſe, toge- 
ther with the tranſlation of it; whereupon it was reſolved to take 
the ſame into conſideration on the 1 3th. 

March 13. The Commons proceeded to take into conſiderati- 
on the memorial preſented to his Majeſty by Monſieur de Palm; 
and the tranſlation of the ſaid memorial being read, complaint 
was made to the houſe, that the ſubſtance of the ſaid memorial 
had been printed and publiſh'd in a paper, intitled, Tranſlation 
of a memorial, &c. whereupon the ſaid paper was brought up to 
the table and read; after which the Lord Fitzwilliams, Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, Mr. Onſlow, Sir William Yonge, Mr, Doddington, 
and Sir William Strickland ; alſo Sir William Wyndham, Mr. 
William Pulteney, Mr. Sandys, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, and 
Sir John St, Aubin, ſpoke on this occaſion, and agreed in ex- 

preſſing 


7... u.... ee oe ER Ro oe oe toe ³⁰¹ Vꝓ oo. oc a5 crows. oe oe. ee ads ]˙ oli one oo. RS a. 


a a. a 1% «@ 8No==X _ ao A wv = 


1 — 


. 9 _— —_— we * 


A. 1727. APPENDIX, 


preſſing the higheſt indignation and reſentment at the affront of- 
fered to his Majeſty, by the memorial deliver'd by Monſieur de 
Palm; and, in a particular manner, at his audaciouſneſs in 
printing and diſperſing it throughout theKingdom ; and very ſevere 
reflections were made on the ill returns from his Imperial Majeſty 
to the great obligations he had to Great Britain. They only 
differed as to the manner of wording their cenſure upon ſo ex- 
travagant an inſult upon his Majeſty ; but at laſt it was moved, 
and reſolved, nem. con. 'That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, * To expreſs the higheſt reſentment of this houſe at An address 
the affront and indignity offered to his moſt ſacred Majeſly,by thereſolv'd on 
© memorial delivered by Monſieur de Palm, the Emperor's Refi- thatoccaſions 
dent, and at his inſolence in printing and diſperſing the ſame 
throughout the kingdom; to declare their utmoſt abhorrence of 
this audacious manner of appealing to the people, againſt his 
Majeſty; and their deteſtation of the preſumptuous and vain 
attempt of endeavouring to inſtil into the minds of any of his 
* Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, the leaſt diſtruſt or diffidence in his 
© molt ſacred Royal word; to return his Majeſty the thanks of 
this houſe, for his care and vigilance in diſcovering the fecret 
and pernicious deſigns of his enemies, and his goodneſs in com- 
* municating to his Parliament the Dangers that threatened this 
* kingdom ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this houſe will 
6 and by and ſapport his Majefty againſt all his open and fe. 
« cret enemies, both at home and abroad; and effectually defeat 
© the expeCtations of all ſuch as may have, in any manner, 
« countenanced, encouraged, or abetted the diſturbers of the 
public tranquillity in this extravagant inſult upon his Majeſty, 
or flattered them with hopes, that an obſtinate perſeverance in 
their deſtructive meaſures, could ſtagger the firmneſs of the Pri- 
© zi nation, in vindication of his Majeſty's honour, and the ce. 
* fence of their rights and privileges.” And a committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up an addreſs upon the faid reſolution. 

March 14. The Lord Herwey was ſent from the Commons to 4, Cm. 
defire a conference with their Lordſhips upon a matter of the mons at a 
higheſt importance to the honour and dignity of the Imperial conference 
crown of Great Britain. This conference being readily agreed todeſire the 
by the Lords, and the managers of both houſes met in the paint- the Lord, 
ed chamber, thoſe of the Commons deſired the concurrence of to the ſaid 
the Lords to the addreſs relating to Monfieur de Palin's memori- aderefs. 
al, which had been drawn up by their committee, reported by 
the Lord Fitzwilliams, and agreed to; and the managers for the 
Commons left the ſaid addreſs with the Lords, with other papers 
relating thereto. 

March 15. At a fecond conference, the managers for the pich be- 
Lords declared to thoſe of the Commons, that their Lordſhips ing agreed to, 
had agreed to the ſaid addreſs ; which the next day was by both is preſented, 
houſes preſented to the King, as follows: 
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Moft gracious Sovereign, 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and faithful ſubjects, the 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons of Great 
© Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, think it our indiſpenſable du- 
ty to expreſs the higheſt reſentment at the affront and indignity 
© offered to your moſt ſacred Majeſty, by the memorial delivered 
by Monſieur de Palm, the Emperor's reſident ; and at his inſo- 
© lence in printing and diſperſing the ſame throughout the king- 
dom. 


This audacious manner of appealing to the people againſt 


your Majeſty, under the pretext of applying to you for redreſs 
and reparation of ſuppoſed injuries, and turning a memorial, 
* preſented to your Majeſty into a ſeditious libel, is a proceeding 
that creates in us the utmoſt abhorrence and deteftation 

The endeavouring to inſtill into the minds of any of your 


faithful ſubjects, the leaſt diſtruſt or difidence in your Majeſty's 


* moſt ſacred royal word, or to make a diſtinftion berween your 
* Majeſty and your people, is an attempt as vain as preſumptu- 
© ous ; for, by your goodneſs, the intereſt of your Majeſty and 
© your people is but one, and as inſeparable, as their duty, af- 
* fe&tion and confidence in your Majeſty are moſt juſtly and deſer- 
© vedly unalterable ; and if time has not effaced the memory of 
the glorious exploits and important ſuccours, confeſſed to have 
been received from Great Britain; gratitude, affection and e- 
ſteem for this nation will be beſt manifeſted, by doing honour 
to the King, whom the people honour, and juſtice to the people, 
«< whole rights and privileges the beſt of Kings is now 22 
* againſt the invaſions and incroachments made upon them. 

We return your Majeſty our fincereſt thanks for your care 
and vigilance, in diſcovering the ſecret and pernicious deſigns 
of your and our enemies, and for your goodneſs in communi- 
* cating to your Parliament the dangers that threatened this 
* Kingdom. | 

And we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, That no amuſe- 
ments, by arttul or evafive denials, ſhall lead us into a falſe ſe - 
« curity, or divert us from exerting ourſelves in vindication of 
your Majeſty's honour, or from defending and ſupporting your 
« Majeſty __ all your open and ſecret enemies, both at home 
and abroad. And if any among your own ſubjects have been 
* ſo wicked as to countenance, encourage, and abet the diſ- 
turbers of the public tranquillity, in this extravagant inſult upon 
your Majeſty, or flattered them with hopes, that an obſtinate 
« perſeverence in their deſtructive meaſures could ſtagger the firm- 
« neſs of the Britif nation; we are reſolved effectually to defeat 
© all ſuch groundleſs expectations, and to convince the world, 
© that the intrigues of a few cannot, in any degree, abate 
or {lacken that vigour and reſolution, with which a true love and 
© concern for our country, a juſt ſenſe of its intereſts, and an 


* unſhaken loyalty to your Majeſty have inſpired us. 


To 
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To this Addreſs his Majeſty returned the following Anſwer, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
c yo. unanimous concurrence in this dutiful and affe&ionate His Maier. 
, addreſs, gives me the greateſt ſatisfaction. The juſt con- ty's anſwer 
© cern you expreſs for my honour and the dignity of the crown, is thereto. 
« very becoming a Britiſh Parliament. And this freſh proof of 
your confidence in me, will convince the world, that all at- 


* tempts to divide our hearts and intereſts, will be vain and in- 
* effeCtual.” 


Debate concerning an abſent Commiſſioner, ſuffering 
the Secretary to fign for bim. 


Hat any abſent commiſſioner and truſtee appointed by the 
{aid act of Parliament, impowering any perſon to ſign his 
name for him, in order to make up the number of commiſſioners 
and truſtees required by the ſaid act, to matters of form in pro- 
ceedings under the ſaid act, was guilty of a great irregularity in 
the execution of the ſaid act: But many members being of opi- 
| nion, that it was as great a violation of the act, and as high a 
breach of truſt, for any abſent commiſſioner to impower any per- 
{on to ſign his name for him, in order to make up the number of 
commiſhoners required, as it was for any commiſſioner preſent to 
direct or permit any other perſon to ſign the name of any abſent 
commiſſioner, in order to make up the number of commiſſioners 
preſent: The ſaid motion was warmly oppoſed ; however, after 
a long debate, the queſtion was put, and it was carried for the 
motion, by 175 votes againſt 140. 

That part of the Committee's report, which related to Dennis Penni Bud 
Bond Eſq; member for Poole, being read, it was reſolved, That Eq; and 
he was guilty of a notorious breach of truſt, as a commiſboner for Serj. Birch 
N ſale of the forfeited eſtates, and that he be for the ſaid offence ex- epelled the 

pelled the houſe. The ſame reſolutions were made with regard 
to Serjeant Birch member for Weobly, and he was alſo expelled the 


WW /c 


houſe. 

# Then that part of the report which related to Sir John Eyles, Sir F-bs 
f member for London, was read, and the recital of a conveyance en- Eylꝰt voted 
: tered in a book. belonging to the ſaid commiſſioners and truſtees guilty of an 
E was read; then it was reſolved, That he was guilty of a great ir 1 N oe 
a regularity as a commiſſioner and truſtee for ſale of the forteited "4.4: _— 
. ſtates for the uſe of the public, by impowering Mr. Samuel Allen, reprimand- 
x ' ſecretary of the — — and truſtees for the ſale of the ſaid ed by Mr. 
* eſtates, to ſign his the ſaid Sir John Eyles's name, when abſent, in Speaker. 
* order to make up the number of commiſſioners and truſtees required 
«fk by act of Parliament, to matters of form in proceedings under the 
at ſaid act. And it was order'd, That he ſhould for his ſaid offence 
d, be reprimanded in his place by the Speaker, and that he ſhould at- 
tend the houſe in his place the next morning, 
— | March 
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March 31. The Speaker reprimanded Sir Fohn Eyles, as fol- 


lows : 


Sir John Eyles, 
HE houſe have come to à reſolution, that you are guilty of a 
great irregularity, as a —— and truſtee for ſale of the 


forfeited eſtates for the uſe of the public, by impowering Mr. Samuel 
Allen, . of the commiſſioners and truſtees for ſale of the jaid 


_—_ to fign your name, when abſent, in order to make up the num- 
er of commiſſioners and truſtees required by att of Parliament, to mat- 
ters of form, in proceedings under the ſaid act. 

And have impoſed a command upon me, which is the only one, I can 
truly ſay, that I ever received with any uneafineſs in the place I now 
fit ; not from any doubt of the juſtice of the command, nor from any 
unwillingneſs in me to obey an order of the houſe ; but becauſe you, Sir, 
are unfortunately the ſubject of it, for whom I baue always had the 
greateſt verſonal regard, 

The offence you are guilty of having come within the notice of the 
houſe, it was impoſſible it ſhould eſcape their cenſure, as it had a 
reference to a truſt repoſed in you ; repoſed by Parliament]! the higheſt 
and moſt ſacred authority any ſubjett of this kingdom can act under 
and with. a particular confidence in you, and the others joined with 
you, becauſe of the relation you bore to the Parliament: a truſt of 
great importance, and which required great pains and attention to it, 
and for that a very conſiderable reco mpence was aſſigned to you out of 
the public treaſure. The recompence, Sir, you enjoyed ; but the pain 
and attention expected from you, you fail d in, and illegally delegated 
your truſt, in inſiances where a falſe and fraudulent uſe has been 
made of it. 

But, happy for you, Sir, it appears to the houſe to have been a mat- 
ter rather of evil example, than evil intention in you 3 for which 
reaſon, the reſolutions of the houſe, on this occaſion, have a mixture 
of juſtice and mercy ; and as your offence will always juſtify the cen- 
fure of the houſe upon you, let it be your care, Sir, that your future be- 
haviour always juſtify the leuity of the houſe to you. Let the juſlice 
of the houſe make you fear, and the clemency of the houſe — it a 
matter of ſorrow in you to affend again. 

This ſenſe, I perſuade myſelf, you have of the judgment the houſe 
has paſſed upon you ; which is, That T reprimand you for your ſaid of - 
Fence, and I do reprimand you accordingly. 


Ta this Sir John Eyles made the following reply: 


Mr. Speaker, 
6 Am very much aſhamed of an offence that has drawn upon 
A me the animadverſions and cenſure of this houſe ; an of- 
* fence, which at the time of committing it, I had ſcarce any idea 
© of being ſubje& to blame for. I am now made truly ſenſible of 
© it, and the ſtrong and lively colours in which you, ay have 
drawn 
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* drawn it, will be to me a laſting memento of future caution- 

The judgment the houſe has paſſed upon me I endure with 
« a dutiful ſubmiſſion; and you, Sir, having ſhewn that tender- 
« neſs and humanity, which is agreeable to your nature, in pro- 
« nouncing it, and thereby, in ſome degree, abated its rigour ; I 
« cannot but expreſs my grateful and fincere acknowledgment to 
« yourſelf, and alſo to the houſe, for their favour in not carrying 
this cenſure to any farther conſequence.” 


The Lord Gage, chairman of the committee appointed to in- The thanks 
quire into the fraudulent ſale of Lord Derawentwater's eſtate, hav- of the houſe 
ing taken a great deal of pains in that affair, it was reſolved, acm. £iven to Ld. 
con. That the thanks of this houſe be given to his Lordſhip for the Gaze for his 
| vo ſervice he had thereby done the public. Then it was 9 

ered, That the report of the {aid committee be printed. affair ofthe 

April 3. The affair of George Robinſon and Fohn Thompſon occa- Charitable 
fioned a new debate: for the day being then paſſed, on which Ro- Corpora- 
binſon and Thompſon were to appear by the act before- mentioned, tion. 
and neither of them, but particularly Robinſon, having appeared 
or ſurrendered himſelf in the terms of the {aid act; it was moved, Farther _ 
That he might be expelled: But {ome of the members took —— Ro 
tice, © That by the ſaid act, he might, within the time limited, biſon and 
* ſurrender himſelf to either houſe of Parliament; and though he TbemHᷓ. 


© had not ſurrendered to that houſe, yet they did not know but 


* that he had ſurrendered himſelf to the other: and therefore 
© they moved, That a Committee ſhould be appointed to inſpect 
© the journals of the Lords, and to report to that houſe, whether 
any, and what proceedings had been before the Lords, in conſe- 
* quence of an act paſſed that ſeſſion, intitled, An adt to encou- 
© rage and compel George Robinſon E.; and John Thompſon to ap- 
* pear, &c.“ But to this it was anſwered, * That according to the 
terms of the ſaid act, the ſaid Robinſon might have ſurrendered 
© himſelf to the other houſe, and might thereby have freed him- 
© ſelf from the pains, to which he was by the ſaid act ſubjected, in 
* caſe of his not appearing and ſurrendering ; but this they had 
nothing to do with, when they came to conſider whether gr no 
© he ought to be expelled; becauſe in that queſtion, the only point 
© to be conſidered of was, whether or no he had attended the ſer- 
vice of the houſe according to order; if he had, it would appear 
© by his anſwering for himſelf in his place, or by ſome member's 
© rifing up and making an excuſe for him; if he had not, he was 
8 guilty of a high — of the orders and authority of that 
* houſe, for which he ought to be expelled ; and that therefore 
© they had not in the preſent queſtion any buſineſs with the jour- 
nals of the other houſe.” At laſt the queſtion was put upon this 
motion, and it was carried in the negative, Then the houſe 
came to a reſolution, ze. con. That George Robinſon Eſq; having 
been charged in Parliament, with being privy to, and concerned 
in many indirect and fraudulent practices, in the management — 

tne 
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the affairs of the Charitable Corporation for relief of induſtrious 

poor, by aſſiſting them with ſmall ſums upon pledges at legal in- 

tereſt ; and with having got into his hands very large ſums of 

money belonging to the ſaid Corporation ; and being returned a 

burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the borough of Great 
Gere Ro- Marlow, in the county of Bucks, and having never attended the 
knen ex. ſervice of the houſe, although required ſo to do, was guilty of a 
pelled the high contempt of the orders and authority of the houſe. Then it 
houſe on ac- was likewiſe reſolved, nem. con. That the faid George Robinſon 
count of the Eſq; ſhould be for his ſaid offence expelled the houſe: And Mr, 
OR Speaker was ordered to iſſue his warrant for making out a new 
don Writ for the ſaid borough of Marlow, in his place. 

The ſame day the houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe, to conſider farther of the ſupply ; and the eſtimates 
of the ſeveral ſums of money due to the King of Denmark, by 
virtue of his late Majeſty's declaration to that purpoſe, for the agio 

22,694 J. or difference of the ſubſidies payable to the crown of Dexmark, in 
75. 6 d. purſuance of the treaty between his late Britannic Majeſty, the 
granted to moſt Chriſtian King, and the King of Denmark, dated the 16th 
I April 1727, together with ſeveral other papers relating to that 
making affair, were referred to the {aid committee. Then a mot ion being 
good the a- made, That the ſum of 22,694. J. 7 1. 6 d. be granted to make 
gio of his good the ſaid agio or difference ; the ſame was warmly oppoſed 
ſubfidy in by ſeveral members; but at laſt the queſtion being put, it was car- 
2 ried in the affirmative, 

April 4. The above reſolution being reported to the houſe, 

a motion was made that the houſe do agres with the committee ; 
which, after ſome debate, was carried in the affirmative, by 216 
votes againſt 104. ä 
The bill for Abri! 6 Lord Gage preſented to the houſe a bill, For making 
making void void the ſeveral contracts for ſale of the late Earl of Derwentwa- 


the ſale of ter's efiate, which was read the firit time, and ordered to be read 


the Earl of à ſecond time. 
Derwent - 


waters e- . Abril 17. A petition of William Smith Eſq; and Matthew White 
Rate read Eſq; was preſented to the houſe, and read; praying to be heard 
the firſt by their council againſt the ſaid bill, which petitions were ordered 
time. to lie upon the table till the ſecond reading thereof ; and that the 
3 petitioners might then be ſeverally heard by their counſel. Here - 
and Marth, upon a motion was made, That the witneſſes who were to be ex. 
White a- Amined for and againſt the ſaid bill at the ſecond reading thereof, 
gainſt it. ſhould be examined in the moſt ſolemn manner. This occafion'd 
Motion that a long debate in the houſe. Thoſe that were againſt the queſtion 
8 repreſented, That the houſe of Lords had always inſiſted upon 
get cthe it, that the houſelof Commons, being no court of judicature, had 
ſecond read- © not therefore a power to examine witneſſes in the moſt ſolemn 
ing of the manner, at the bar of their houſe : That though this power 
ſaid bill, be © had always been claimed and inſiſted upon by the houk of 
_ A Commons, yet it was a point Rill in diſpute between the two 
ukon i © houſes: And that if the houſe of Commons ſhould upon that 
occaſi 
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* occaſion make uſe of this diſputed power, it would occaſion a 
* breach between the two houſes, which might not only prove 
to be the loſs of the bill then under conſideration, but might 
© be of much worſe conſequence, by putting a full top to all the 
« publick buſineſs of the nation; it being well known, that 
© whenever any breach happened between the two houſes, it 
proved always to be a very difficult and tedious matter to re- 
« eſtabliſh that harmony, which ought always to ſubſiſt between 
the two houſes, an&Without which the public affairs of the na- 
tion cannot be carried on; ſo that their coming to any ſuch re- 
« ſolution might iatirely unhinge the government, and throw the 
whole kingdom into confuſion.” ==, 

Thoſe members, upon the other hand, who were for the que- 
ſtion, declared the great regard and concern they had for the bill 
then under conſideration, and for the public peace and quiet of 
the nation; but ſaid, © That the true method of preſerving the 
« public quiet of the nation was, for each houſe to take care to 
« preſerve thoſe powers and privileges which properly belong to 
them: for if that houſe ſhould begin to yield up, or not exert 
a power which they had always enjoyed, only becauſe the other 
* houſe pretended to diſpute their having any ſuch power, they 
might come at laſt to be ſtript of all the powers and privileges 
they ever had or could pretend to: That it was well known, 
that the houſe of Commons had always been uſed to impower 
* their committees to examine witneſſes before them in the moſt 
* ſolemn manner; and it was very odd to pretend, that the houſe 
* itſelf could not make uſe of that power which they every 
day delegated to their committees ; it was not to be 1 
* that the other houſe would raiſe any ſuch groundleſs diſpute: 
That it might perhaps be pretended, that as the houſe of 
Commons was no court of judicature, they could not therefore 
* adminiſter an oath ; but that was not now to be brought into 
« queſtion, becauſe they might get ſuch of the members as were 
* juſtices of the peace to adminiſter the oath to the witneſſes ; 
upon Which oath the witneſſes might afterwards be examined 
* atthe bar of the houſe : or they might get one of the judges 
to come to the Speaker's chamber to adminiſter the oath to the 
* witneſſes, which was no new or unheard-of method of proceed- 
ing; for that there was upon their journals a precedent for the 
« ſame, and that method was then allowed of by the other houſe 
without any diſpute : That even as to their having a power of 
© adminiſtring an oath in the molt ſolemn manner, they hoped 
© that there was no member of that houſe who doubted thereof; 
and if it were to be brought into diſpute, it could be proved 
* to the conviction of all impartial men: That the houſe of Com- 
* mons was certainly a court of record, their being ſuch having 
been admitted of by the other houſe in the moſt ſolemn man- 
* ner, as appeared by the 6th of Henry VIII. chap. 16. By 

Vor, X. K k * which 
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© which it was enacted, That no Knight, &c. ſhould depart 
« from the Parliament without the licence of the Speaker and 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled, to be entered upon record, 
« in the clerk of the Parliament's book, on pain to loſe their 
« wages.” That this was an indiſputable teſtimony of their be. 
© ing a court of record; and as ſuch, they certainly had a power 
to adminiſter an oath in any affair which came properly before 
them, and upon which it was neceſſary that witneſſes ſhould 
© be examined: That as there was a precedent for examining 
« witneſſes in the molt ſolemn manner at the bar of their houſe, 
* without bringing their power of adminiſtring of oaths into dil- 
pute, if the preſent queſtion was agreed to, they might follow 
© that precedent, and thereby prevent all occaſion of difference 
© between the two houſes.” 
Which paſ- Then the previous queſtion being put, That the queſtion be 
— in the now put __ the ſaid motion, it packed in the negative. The 
date. majority of the houſe being deſirous to have the bill paſſed. were 
unwilling to agree to any motion that might create a difference 
between the two houſes, and thereby hazard the loſs of the bill. 


April 20. 1732, 


The Report from the Committee on the Charitable Cor- 
poration orgered to be printed. 


M* Sanays preſented to the houſe a farther report from the 

committee appointed to inquire into the Charitable Cor- 
poration, which, with an appendix, he read in his place, and 
the ſame was ordered to be printed: To this, therefore, which 
may be found in the Political State for December 1732. we refer 
the inquiſitive reader, for the tedious particulars of this iniquitous 
n s. 

The bill for April 21. The bill for making void the ſale of the late Earl of 

rage, Jon Deraventwater's eſtate was read a ſecond time, and the counſel 

Derwent. heard for and againſt it 

water's e- April 24. The ſaid bill was, without any oppoſition, commit- 

ſtate read a ted to a committee of the whole houſe. 

ſecond time; May 4. Upon the farther hearing of the report, made by the 


N committee appointed to inquire into the affair of the Charitable 


Sir Roberr Corporation, which had been ſeveral days under conſideration, 

Sutton and Sir Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant were expelled the 

Sir Archi- houſe. | 

bald Gran May 8. The houſe reſumed again the conſideration of the fail 

report, and a motion was made to reſolve, That Sir Robert Sur- 

ton and Sir Archibald Grant, Dennis Bond Eſq; (who had been 
expelled 


expelled the 
houſe, 
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d expelled this ſeſſion, on account of the fraudulent ſale of Lord 
F Derwentwater*s eſtate) William Burroughs Elq;z George Jackſon, 
* Benjamin 8 William Squire, George Robinſon, Fohn Thomp- 
. fon, Richard Mooley, and Thamas Warren, having been guilty of 
_ many notorious breaches of truſt, and many indirect and fraudu- 
*e lent practices in the direction and management of the affairs of 
Id the Charitable Corporation, and having thereby occaſioned great 
wh loſſes to many of his Majeſty's ſubjects, ought to make a juſt ſa- 
"4 tis faction for the ſame : But ſome members were for leaving out 
72 the words, ought to make a juft ſatigfaction for the ſame. Hereupon 
_ Mr. Shippen ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows. 
ce 
Mr. Speaker, a 
* * The houſe is extremely obliged to the honouravle gentlemen Mr. Sbip- 
55 * of the committee, for the great pains they have taken, and for pen 's ſpeech 
8 * the great ſkill they have ſhewn, in detecting a dark and execra- on that oc- 
2 ble icene of villaiay : And ſurely we ought not to entertain any ©* 
* propoſition which comes from them, in conſequence of their 
: 2 and of our own proceedings, with jealouiy and diſtruſt, 
I can therefore by no means agree with thoſe gentlemen, who 
ſuſpect that there is ſome latent and diſguiſed meaning in the 
* queſtion before us, and who are for leaving out the latter part 
r- * of it; becauſe I think no queſtion was ever framed with more 
* candour, or conceived in more clear and intelligible terms, 
* than this is; and the latter is ſo far from being exception- 
* able or ſuperfluous, that it 1s the neceſſary, the natural conclu- 
the * fion from the premiſes contained in the firſt part: For fince the 
or. perſons named have been lately voted guilty of the crimes, with 
ind * which they ſtand charged in the report of our committee, what 
ich * is the next ſtep we are to take, but to vote ſome puniſhment ? 
fer © and what puniſhment ſo mild with regard to the offenders, or 
OUS *{o px with regard to the ſufferers, as reſtitution ? 
Let us take the whole queſtion together, and we ſhall judge 
| of © beſt of the propriety and coherence of its ſeveral clauſes. It 
nel runs thus, wiz, „ That Sir Robert Sutton, &c. having been 
: 0 guilty of many notorious breaches of truſt, and many indirect 
nIt- and fraudulent practices, in the direction and management of 


the affairs of the Charitable Corporation for the relief of induſt- 

the *« rjous poor, by aſſiſting them with ſmall ſums upon pledges at 

able legal intereſt; and having thereby occafioned great loſſes to 

on, many of his Majeſty's ſubjects, ought to make a juſt ſatisfaction 
the « for the ſame.” h | 2 

© Now, as I have already ſaid, no queſtion was ever conceived 


ſaid in more clear and intelligible terms than this is; and I am at a 

Sut- © loſs to comprehend, why gentlemen ſhould diſlike any expreſ- 

— « ſions in it, eſpecially, why the ingenious Lord, and the png | 

lie * perſon his ſecond, ſhould object to the words, juſt ſatisfaction. For | 
* . Kk 2 "A « certainly | 
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certainly they cannot imagine that theſe words will be declared 
* unintelligible in this houſe, where the nature and meaning of 
« juſtice is ſuppoſed to be perfectly well underſtood, as it is or 
© ought to be the rule and meaſure of all our determinations ; and 
they muſt forgive me, if I think no Dutch commentator ever 
* miſtook the ſenſe of an author more groisly, than they have 
* miſtaken the ſenſe of this queſtion. 

But what is moſt remarkable in this debate is, the impatience 
© ſome gentlemen expreſs to know, whether the advocates for the 
* queſtion intend to proceed againſt the offenders by impeach- 
© ment or by bill ; and they ſeem to demand that we ſhould im- 
* mediately come to a reſolution. 

* Whence can this impatience ariſe ? If it ariſes from com- 

C erg why were theſe very gentlemen, who now interpoſe, 
ſilent? Why did they ſuffer the objects of their compaſſion to be 
© unanimouſly cenſured, when they had made but an inſufficient 
© defence for themſelves, and wanted the aid of their eloquence ? 
If it ariſes from curioſity, I think it qught rather to be kept in 
ſuſpenſe than gratified, becauſe it is unſeaſonable and irregular. 
If it ariſes from the fears and apprehenſions of particular per- 
* ſons, why ſhould others, who are under no ſuch anxiety, be 
© obliged to remove thoſe fears and apprehenſions, eſpecially 
© when it is impoſſible for them to know how well they may be 
grounded. 

Since then no good reaſon appears to juſtify this extraordi- 
* nary demand ; ſince this queſtion is only declarative of our pre- 
* ſent diſpoſition to do juſtice, and to give fatisfa&tion to the in- 
* jured and difirefled proprietors, methinks there ſhould be no 
difficulty in paſſing it: For we ſhall be as much at liberty, af- 
© ter we have paſſed it, as we are before, to chooſe that method 
of proceeding, which ſhall be thought moſt proper, when we 
© are ſufficiently prepared for a final decifion, 

What has been ſaid concerning the difference betwixt im- 
« peachments and bills of attainder, is foreign to our preſent point, 
and might have been ſpared in an audience, where that 7 
ment hath been ſo fully and frequently diſcuſſed, at the end of 
* almoſt every adminiſtration. 

We all know, that impeachments are the ancient parliamen- 
* tary method of bringing public criminals to public juſtice, and 
it is the method we ought to purſue on common and ordinary 
« occaſions. Not but that it is liable to many difficulties, to the 
* tediouſneſs and perplexity of forms, to the caprice of the houſe 
of Lords, by which means juſtice hath very often been delayed, 
and ſometimes entirely defeated, 

We all know too, that bills of attainder are the utmoſt ſtretch, 

and the terrible part of parliamentary power, which ought ne- 
ver to be l but in the moſt heinous and moſt flagrant 


* inſtances. I have always conſidered them as ſuch: My averſion 
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is ſufficiently known by my conſtant oppoſition to them; and 
« T envy no man the glory of having carried bills of pains and pe- 
* nalties through this houſe, by being proſecutor, judge, jury- 
man, and even evidence in the ſame cauſe, 

* But ſhould it happen in our day, that an overgrown unwieldy 
« miniſter of ſtate ſhould tumble from the height of his power, 
and fall under the cenſure of this houſe, for protecting fraud, 
« and patronizing corruption : A miniſter, Sir, who may have 
made ſuch bills, as are now dreaded, the inſtruments of his 
* perſonal vengeance, and the ſupport of his cruel adminiſtration ; 
perhaps the voice of an injured and oppreſſed nat ion, crying 
* aloud for juſtice, and demanding ſpeedy and exemplary puniſh- 
* ment, may then prevail over gentlemens natural inclinations, 
* and force them to comply with what they would otherwiſe de- 
« cline and diſapprove; nor could the criminal himſelf, with any 
* appearance of modeſty, or colour of reaſon, complain; for 
Lex Talionis would at leaſt be Argumentum ad Hominem, and 
the world would univerſally allow, that it would be a righteous 
judgment, for necis artifices arte perire ſua. But we ſhall have 
* a better opportunity of explaining ourſelves, and delivering our 
* ſentiments at large, if the caſe which I here only ſuppoſe, 
* ſhould ever come actually before us, and undergo a parliamen- 
* tary examination, 

* I ſhould apologize for this digreſſion, had not the courſe of the 
debate led me into it, and made it neceſſary to ſay ſomething 
* on theſe heads: But I ſhall conclude with returning to the que- 
© ſtion, and humbly offering my opinion, that we ought to aſſure 
* the proprietors we will aſſiſt them in a future ſeſſion, tho' we 
cannot in this, to repair the exceſſive loſſes they have ſuſtained 
by the frauds and iniquities of their directors, as far as lies 
within the reach of this part of the legiſlature. 

© I hope too we ſhall not only concur with the honourable gen- 
* tlemen of the committee in their propoſition, but give them the 
* thanks of the houſe, for the honour and integrity with which 
they have acquitted themſelves in the public ſervice. 


591 


After this the motion as above paſs'd into a reſolution : Then The above 
it was ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, to reſtrain Wottion a- 


all the ſaid perſons (except William Squire, George Robinſon, an 
Fohn Thompſon, who were abſconded) from going out of the king- 
dom for one year, and till the end of the then next ſeſſion of Par- 
liament; and for diſcovering their eſtates and effects, and for pre- 
venting the tranſporting or alienating the ſame, As to William: 
Squire, the members appointed to prepare and bring in the ſaid 
bill, were ordered to inſert a clauſe, for obliging him to ſurren- 
der himſelf at a time and place to be mentioned in the bill; to 

ive ſecurity for his not going out of the kingdom for one year; 
or diſcovering his eſlate; and for preventing the tranſporting or 
3 | alienating 


d greed to. 
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alienating the ſame. It was alſo ordered, That leave be given to 


bring in a bill for the relief of the ſufferers in the Charitable 
Corporation. 


* 
Two dills wo bills were accordingly brought in, and paſſed both houſes, 
paſſedin but the Lords ſtruck the name of George Fack/ſon and Benjamin 
That zefoly. Robinſon out of the bill. 
tha. May 16. Mr. Sandy: acquainted the houſe, that Sir Robert Sat- 


that Signor ſubſiſt, to Sir Robert Sutton and others, acquainting them, that 
Belloni had the ſaid Belloni had procured Fohn Thompfon, late warehouſe: keeper 
wrote to to the ſaid Corporation, to be ſecured a priſoner in the caſtle of 


them from St. Angelo at Rome: Hereupon the ſaid committee was ordered to 


Rome, that : 
* be revived. 


Bs 7 May 22, Mr. Sandys made a farther report from the above com- 
tained pri- mittee, and thereupon it was ordered, That the ſeveral letters 
foner there. and papers mentioned in the ſaid report ſhould be laid before the 
Signor Ret. houſe. Then it was referred to a committee to tranſlate Signor 
boni's letter Belloni's letter. 


ordered tobe May 23. The Lord Harvey preſented the tranſlation of that 
tranſlated. letter, as follows. 


Rome, Ma 1732. 
Gentlemen, | N 


Signor Bel- F T 7; wwith great pleaſure that I lay hold of this occaſion, which 
dul letter. 1 1 wo to —— efteem and my . — 
nation, by contributing to the advantage of many private perſons in 
that kingdom, and conſequently to the ſati faction of the Parliament, 
and the nation itſelf. | p 
As the frauds, that have been committed in the management of 
the Charitable Corporation, have made a great noiſe every-where, 
people here haue been ſenfibly touched with the misfortunes theſe 
frauds have occafioned, and have felt the intereſt the nation had to 
redreſs them, which could not be effected, but by = zing the perſon 
and the 22 the books and the effects of Mr. Thompſon, which 
the Parliament had not yet been able to compaſs. © 
To this end having received advice, that the 2 Thompibn 
might come to Rome under fome borrowed name, the necefſary mea- 
ſures were taken to put him under an arreſt upon his arrival there, 
evhich have been put in execution; at the ſame time his papers, 
letters he has received from England fince his departure from 
thence, copies of letters he has written to his confidents, and notes 
of his moſt ſecret affairs haue been ſeized? He himſelf is at preſent 
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in the caſtle of St. Angelo, and has by this means been put under 
a ſort of neceſſity to diſcover the whole myſtery of this affair; which 
he has amply done, by diſcovering not only the books and effetts of the 
Corporation, but alſo his own. 

This being done, I have been ordered to communicate this im- 
portant diſcovery to whom and where it may be proper, for the good 
and advantage of the nation ; wherefore I diſpatched without de- 
lay a courier to one of my correſpondents at Paris, with all the pa- 
pers relating to this affair, that he may find the means to have 
them put into your hands. 

But as equity requires, that the proprietors of the Charitable Cor- 
poration, who will reap fo great an advantage from this diſcovery, 
ſhould yield to certain conditions before the papers and writings be de- 
livered to you; I have ordered my correſpondent to infiſt on theſe con- 
ditions being previouſly agreed to, and in the mean time to look on 
theſe N as a fimple 2 in his hands not to be parted with 
till this be done; and I doubt not but this precaution, as wel! as the 
conditions, will appear juft and reaſonable to all thoſe who are in- 
terefled in this affair. 

Hawing thus diſcharged my commiſſion, there remains nothing but to 
beg you will be perſuaded of my reſbect for the nation, and of the 
defire I ſhall always have to contribute to its advantage. 


I have the honour to be, &-. 
John-Angelo Belloni. 


Then ſeveral other papers being read, the Commons came to The Com- 
two reſolutions, with which the Lords concurred, as follows, mons reſolve 
I. Reſolved, nem. con. by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and that Signor 
Commons in Parliament afſembled, That the paper dated at Rome — — 
the 4th of May, 1732, N. S. ſigned Johu- Angelo Belloni, is an in- folent libel. 
ſolent and audacious libel, attempting, by falſe and inſidious with which 
infinuations, to impoſe upon the Parliament and Britiſb nation; reſolution 
and by ſpecious pretences, and profeſſions of eſteem, affection and the Lords 
compaſſion, to amuſe the unhappy ſufferers of the Charitable nur. 
Corporation, with vain and deceitful hopes of relief: That the 
ſaid paper is in itſelf abſuru and contradictory, conceived at the 
beginning, in terms, and in the ſtyle of power and authority, 
or as proceeding from ſome extraordinary intereſt and influence, 
but eoncluding in the perſon and character of a private Banker 
of Rome ; ofvring, upon certain conditions, on the behalt of 


Jobu Thompſon, to deliver certain beoks and papers of the ſaid 
Thompſon, the contents, value and conſequence whereof are 
unknown, without any offer to ſurrender the perſon of the 
ſaid Thompſon, a though repreſented to have been arreſted and 
detained in ſafe cultody, from a ſenſe of che frauds committed 


by 


A APP END IX.“ 4.1732. 


by him, and a due regard to juſtice ; the Conditions demanded 
and inſiſted upon by, and in behalf of the ſaid Thompſor, appear- 
ing at ce ſane time to be looſe, evaſive and uncertain, tending 
to procure advantages and indemnity to himſelf and his accom- 
plices, without any intention or proſpe& of benefit to the corpo- 
ration; And that this whole tranſaction appears to be a ſcanda- 
Tons * artifice, calculated purely to delude the unhappy, and to 
diſguiſe and conceal the wicked practices of the profeſſed enemies 
It is alſo or- to his Majeſty's perſon, crown and dignity. II. Reſolved, That 
dered to be in abhorrence and deteſtation of this vile attempt, the ſaid infa- 
burnt by the mons libel be burnt by the hands of the common hangman, before 
common the Royal Exchange in London, upon Friday next, at one of the 
hangman. clock: And that the Sheriffs of London do then attend, and 
caule the ſame to be burnt there accordingly. 


